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Hymn To Remember 
Cleanse Me 

 

Author: J Edwin Orr (1912 - 1987) 
Scriptures: Ps 19:12, Ps 34:3, Ps 51:10-12, Matt 6:9, Matt 7:24-27, Jn 15:7-16, Rom 8:2, Rom 12:1-2, 1 Jn 1:7 

 

1 Search me, O God, and know my heart today; 
Try me, O Savior, know my thoughts, I pray. 

See if there be some wicked way in me; 
Cleanse me from ev'ry sin and set me free. 

 

2 I praise thee, Lord, for cleansing me from sin; 
Fulfill thy Word, and make me pure within. 

Fill me with fire where once I burned with shame; 
Grant my desire to magnify thy name. 

 

3 Lord, take my life and make it wholly thine; 
Fill my poor heart with thy great love divine. 
Take all my will, my passion, self, and pride; 

I now surrender; Lord, in me abide. 

 

4 O Holy Ghost, revival comes from thee;  
Send a revival and start a work in me. 

Thy word declares thou wilt supply our need 
For blessings now, O Lord, I humbly plead 

 
 
Author: J Edwin Orr 
 
Rv James Edwin Orr MA ThD EdD PhD United Kingdom/USA. Born at Belfast, Northern 
Ireland, son of a jeweler with both British and American citizenship (so his children did 
as well), he studied at the College of Technology, Belfast, Ireland. After spending some 
years as a baker, he began evangelizing in Britian and in Europe. In 1937 he married 
Ivy Carol Carlson, and they had a daughter: Eileen. After their marriage, the Orrs 
evangelized in Australia (1939), China, Canada, South America, and the U.S. In 1939 
he enrolled at Northwest University, and in 1940 was ordained into the Baptist Christian 
ministry at Newark, NJ. He received a MA from Northwest University in 1941 and a ThD 
from Northern Baptist Seminary in 1943. 
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The Service 
 
 

Welcome 
 

Announcements   
 

Hymn Of The Month – Cleanse Me 166  
 

Prayer Time 
 

 

Hymn– Wonderful Words of Life 234  
Favourite?  

 

Reading – Colossians 2:1-7 
  

Sermon – Bro Cody Kereopa 
 

Hymn – The Lily Of The Valley 447 

 
A Word On The Word 

 
" It was the Lord who put into my mind the fact that it would be possible 
to sail from here to the Indies. There is no question that the inspiration 
was from the Holy Spirit, because he comforted me with rays of 
marvellous illumination from the Holy Scriptures, from the four gospels, 
and from the 23 epistles of the blessed Apostles, encouraging me 
continually to press forward.” 
 

- Christopher Columbus 



	 4 

Instant In Season, Out Of Season 
2 Timothy 4:2 

 

A Greek, A Kiwi And a Pastor Meet In An Airport  
Food court. 

	
I	was	already	sitting	there	enjoying	a	Turkish	beef	Gozleme	when	they	turned	up,	first	
the	Greek,	then	the	Kiwi.	We	were	seated	in	the	food	court	of	the	Sydney	Airport	
domestic	departures	on	Friday	morning.	I	had	my	laptop	open	on	the	long	refectory	
table	answering	emails,	when	they	came	one	after	the	other	and	sat	around	me.	The	
Greek	was	with	his	wife	across	from	me,	and	the	Kiwi	with	his	wife	to	my	left.	None	of	
us	knew	each	other,	but	that	was	about	to	change.	
	
The	common	question	of	introduction	in	an	airport	departure	lounge	was	first	offered	
by	the	Greek’s	wife	to	the	Kiwi’s,	“so	where	are	you	headed?”	she	asks,	“we	are	on	our	
way	to	Melbourne	and	then	on	to	Fiji”	the	Kiwi’s	wife	responds.	As	a	loner,	I	was	not	
worthy	of	being	asked.	
	
Well,	the	conversation	went	from	journey	destinations	to	mask	mandates	via	a	Segway	
I	had	not	noticed,	in	my	mind	there	was	a	hyperlink	I	missed.	Nevertheless,	as	their	
interests	found	common	ground	with	mine,	my	ears	simply	tuned	a	little	more	
delicately	to	their	conversation.	Eventually	the	conversation	between	the	Greek	and	
the	Kiwi	stopped	as	they	sensed,	somehow	telepathically,	my	own	unspoken	
frequency;	I	looked	at	them	looking	at	me	….“Don’t	get	me	started!”	I	said	smiling,	“If	I	
start	talking	about	this	thing	you	won’t	shut	me	up”,	still	smiling.	
	
The	Greek	asked	on	which	side	of	the	fence	I	stood,	“for	or	against?”;	and	it	was	not	
long	before	the	hyperlink	of	biblical	prophecy	was	clicked	and	all	conversation	took	on	
a	relevance	hidden	in	plain	sight.	
	
Time	was	against	us	unfortunately,	the	Greek	had	to	leave	first	to	catch	their	flight	to	
Darwin,	the	Kiwi	remained	a	little	longer	to	ask	more	questions,	both	however	were	
encouraged	by	the	revelation	(pun	intended).	The	patient	Kiwi	had	the	better	result,		
desiring	now	to	give	the	New	Testament	of	the	Bible	another	look.	
	
I	came	to	realize	that	‘Prophecy’	in	the	Bible	is	not	there	primarily	to	encourage	the	
way	of	the	righteous,	but	to	warn	the	way	of	the	lost.	All	through	the	Old	Testament,	
the	multitude	of	prophetic	narratives	and	teachings,	though	encouraging	those	to	
whom	the	Word	of	the	Lord	was	revealed,	was	there	to	WARN	the	wicked	of	their	
ways,	and	to	find	refuge	in	the	Lord.	As	they	witness	events	in	their	present	day	
MATCH	that	which	was	heard	of	Scripture	thousands	of	years	ago,	they	may	believe.	
	
 “Thus will I magnify myself, and sanctify myself; and I will be known in the 
eyes of many nations, and they shall know that I am the LORD.” (Ezek 38:23)	
	
Pr	Edi	Giudetti	
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Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice 
Philippians 4:4 

Enduring Faith 
“Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him, but I will maintain mine own ways before 

him.” (Job 13:15) 

JOB’S faith was sorely tested, but it endured through the struggles of trial, for Job’s 
faith was very strong faith. His strong faith is seen in our verse in the statement of 
his faith and in the season of his faith. 

 
Statement of his faith. “Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him.” This is a grand 

statement of one’s faith being unmovable. Job said that regardless of what 
happened to him, he would still trust in God. What a great commitment that is. 
And it really honors God, too. We, however, are not prone to make such strong 
commitments of our faith in God. Often we condition our faith in God on future 
blessings. We say, “If God will make me well, then I will live for Him” or “If God will 
get me a job, then I will live for Him.” Now it is true we ought to be inspired to live 
for God when He blesses us in this world. But to condition your faith and loyalty to 
Him on future blessings is not noble faith. We ought to trust God simply because 
of what He has already done. To withhold our dedication and devotion to Him 
until He does something more in the future is to say He has not done enough in 
the past to merit our trust in Him. That attitude really dishonors God. God has 
done so much for us already. He sent Jesus Christ to die on Calvary that we might 
be saved and live eternally with Him. Isn‘t that enough motivation to live for Him 
faithfully? 

 
Season of his faith. Here we note when Job made his grand statement of faith. It was 

during the darkest hour of his life. He had just lost nearly everything he had—
family, possessions, and health. His friends were criticizing him and his wife was 
no encouragement, for she told him, “Curse God and die” (Job 2:9). Yet, in this 
darkest of hours, Job said, he was still trusting God. It is easy to say wonderful 
things about God when the sun is shining. But to say what Job said in a dark hour 
is what really shows one’s faith to be genuine and great. We need to cultivate a 
faith like this that will shine in the darkest of hours as well as during good times.1 

 
1 Butler, J.G., 2004. Daily Bible Reading: Sermonettes, Clinton, IA: LBC Publications. 
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Sermon Notes 
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Blessed Are They Which Are Persecuted For 
Righteousness Sake Matt 5:10 

Iranian pastor given ten-year sentence for 
“propagating Evangelical Christianity” 

8 June 2022 

An Iranian pastor has been sentenced to ten years’ 
imprisonment for his role in leading a “house church” in 
Yaftabad, Tehran. 

Joseph Shahbazian, an Iranian-Armenian, also faces a 
two-year ban on travelling abroad and two years of 
internal exile when he is released. 

Pastor Shahbazian, now 58, was first arrested on 30 
June 2020 as part of a series of raids on homes and 
“house churches”. He was imprisoned for 54 days before being released on bail. 

Joseph Shahbazian, who spent nearly two months in prison after his arrest in June 2020, 
now faces a ten-year sentence [Image credit: Article 18] 

His trial took place in May 2022, and the sentence was delivered by Judge Iman Afshari 
of the 26th Revolutionary Court of Tehran on 7 June. 

Afshari argued in his verdict that Pastor Shahbazian has “established a group to attract 
Muslims, and under the cover of religious programmes for prayer, has propagated 
Evangelical Christianity, and with illegal activities and unfounded claims has abused 
people’s inner weaknesses and attracted some of them to the membership of his group”. 

Four Christian converts from Islam – Somayeh (Sonya) Sadegh, Masoumeh Ghasemi Salar 
(Sonya’s mother), Eshraghi Moghadam and Farhad Khazaee – were sentenced to between one 
and four years in prison, but permitted instead to pay fines of $1,100-$1,750. 

During the trial Judge Afshari pressured the four to blame Pastor Shahbazian for their 
conversions to Christianity with the promise of a lighter sentence, threatening heavier 
sentences when they refused to do so. 

He is also reported to have used sarcastic and humiliating language towards Pastor 
Shabazian and the other defendants, replying when challenged by the defence lawyer that 
he was “only joking”. 

On 11 April 2022, Afshari gave a ten-year sentence to another Iranian-Armenian pastor, 
Anooshavan Avedian, which was then sustained following an appeal.   2 

 
2 https://www.barnabasfund.org/au/news/iranian-pastor-given-ten-year-sentence-for-propagating-evangelical-chris/ 
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Walk Circumspectly, Redeeming The Time 
Ephesians 5:15 

MIDEAST	REVIEW:	Drawing	The	Attention	Of	
Bad	Actors	
ByAmir	Tsarfati 

June	11,	2022	

	
Israeli	secret	service	and	an	anti-
terror	unit	made	an	arrest	Monday	
morning	that	thwarted	a	major	
terror	attack	in	Tel	Aviv.	The	details	
of	the	event	are	being	closely	
censored. 

Monday	night	saw	Israeli	activity	of	a	
different	kind.	Surface-to-surface	missiles	were	launched	from	the	Golan	
Heights	striking	Iranian	and	Hezbollah	targets	near	Damascus.	Multiple	Iranian-
sponsored	fighters	were	killed.	

A	new	gas	rig	arrived	in	the	Karish	gas	reservoir	off	the	shores	of	northern	Israel	near	
territory	that	is	in	dispute	with	Lebanon.	Despite	Israeli	foreign,	defense,	and	energy	
ministers	releasing	a	joint	statement	saying	the	rig	would	not	be	drilling	in	the	
disputed	territory,	Hezbollah	still	vows	to	not	let	the	drilling	commence.	I	have	been	
saying	for	years	that	the	catalyst	for	the	Ezekiel	38-39	War	will	not	be	the	Palestinian	
cause	or	land	or	religion.	Instead,	the	fight	will	have	financial	roots	when	the	enemies	
of	Israel	will	come	to	plunder	its	spoils.	For	centuries,	there	was	nothing	to	plunder.	
But	now	that	Israel	has	become	an	energy	and	technology	powerhouse,	it	is	drawing	
like	a	magnet	the	attention	of	bad	actor	countries.	

In	a	surprise	to	no	one,	the	likely	cause	of	death	for	Iranian	scientist	Ayoob	
Entezari	has	been	changed	from	food	poisoning	to	intentional	poisoning.	The	senior	
scientist	was	involved	in	work	at	a	R	&	D	center	developing	missiles	and	drones.	The	
assassination	most	likely	took	place	at	the	home	of	a	colleague	who	has	since	fled	the	
country.	Entezari’s	is	the	fourth	mysterious	death	in	Iran	over	the	course	of	two	
weeks.	None	of	those	killed	were	associated	with	the	nuclear	program.	However,	three	
of	the	four	were	connected	to	Iran’s	burgeoning	drone	agenda.	

In	other	Israeli	spy-ish	kind	of	news,	last	night	there	was	a	report	of	a	UAV	attack	near	
the	American	base	in	Erbil,	Iraq.	There	were	a	few	injuries	and	some	minor	damage.	
However,	later	Shiite	axis	militias	began	claiming	that	the	strike	hit	the	“Mossad	
offices”	in	Erbil,	resulting	in	the	“commander	of	the	Zionist	assassination	unit,	Ilan	
Ron,	being	killed.”	This	is	complete	nonsense.	

The	IAEA	says	that	Iran	has	not	provided	a	sufficient	explanation	as	to	why	there	was	
nuclear	material	found	at	three	different	sites.	Surmising	the	obvious	answer	that	the	
material	was	there	because	Iran	was	illegally	pursuing	its	nuclear	weapons	work,	a	
protest	was	lodged	by	the	US,	France,	Germany,	and	the	UK.	In	response	to	the	lodged	



	 9 

protest,	Iran	shut	down	two	more	IAEA	surveillance	cameras	at	one	of	its	facilities	and	
later	openly	installed	new	and	advanced	centrifuges.	Then,	today,	they	announced	to	
the	IAEA	that	27	more	surveillance	cameras	in	their	nuclear	sites,	including	in	Natanz,	
have	been	disconnected.	Meanwhile,	German	intelligence	issued	a	statement	that	Iran	
has	stepped	up	its	efforts	to	acquire	technology	for	its	nuclear	program,	to	which	the	
rest	of	the	world	responded,	“No,	really?”	

A	very	interesting	diplomatic	event	took	place	this	past	week.	With	the	US	moderating,	
Israel	agreed	to	a	change	of	sovereignty	of	two	islands	in	the	Red	Sea	from	Egyptian	
control	to	Saudi	Arabian	control.	The	Saudis	want	the	land	because	it	helps	with	the	
growth	of	the	futuristic	city	of	Neom	that	they	are	building.	In	exchange,	Riyadh	is	
opening	its	airspace	to	Israeli	flights.	Although	this	agreement	focuses	on	commercial	
enterprises,	it	could	lead	to	wider	ramifications	when	it	comes	to	potential	air	attacks	
by	Israel	on	Iran’s	nuclear	program.	At	the	same	time	that	these	negotiations	were	
taking	place,	Israel	has	been	preparing	for	a	long-distance	air	attack,	taking	into	
account	fueling,	types	of	weapons,	and	parallel	warfare	strategies.	

The	economy	of	Turkey	continues	to	nosedive.	Inflation	last	month	jumped	from	70%	
in	April	to	73.5%,	the	highest	rate	of	growth	since	1998.	This	financial	struggle	could	
be	one	reason	why	they	have	acted	in	such	a	manor	so	that	they	have	been	named	by	
Ukraine’s	ambassador	to	Ankara,	Vasyl	Bodnar,	as	a	buyer	of	grain	stolen	from	
Ukraine	by	Russia.	In	other	Turkey	news,	the	Turkish	intelligence	service	is	
conducting	a	manhunt	in	conjunction	with	the	Mossad	after	an	IRGC	assassination	
squad	attempted	to	kill	Israeli	businessmen	and	tourists	in	the	country.	

Long	range	missiles	landed	in	Kyiv	on	Monday	for	the	first	time	in	weeks.	Russia	said	
that	it	was	targeting	tanks	supplied	to	the	Ukrainian	military	by	Eastern	European	
countries.		

China	is	nearing	completion	of	its	most	advanced	Type	003	aircraft	carrier.	It	has	been	
under	construction	since	2018	and	is	part	of	a	modernization	effort	of	the	Chinese	
military	particularly	in	the	area	of	the	heretofore	underdeveloped	navy.	In	Taiwan,	
citizens	in	many	parts	of	the	nation	are	taking	self-defense	courses	in	preparation	for	
an	eventual	invasion	by	China.	

On	Sunday,	North	Korea	test	fired	eight	short	range	ballistic	missiles	into	the	sea.	The	
next	day,	the	US	and	South	Korea	responded	by	sending	eight	missiles	of	their	own	
into	the	water,	with	the	Americans	firing	one	missile	and	the	Koreans	the	other	seven.	
Included	with	the	show	of	force	was	a	joint	announcement	from	the	two	allies	calling	
North	Korea’s	actions	a	“serious	provocation”.	

Finally,	our	prayers	go	out	to	the	families	of	the	more	than	50	worshippers	who	were	
slaughtered	in	St.	Francis	Catholic	Church	in	Owo,	Ondo,	Nigeria.	We	also	pray	for	
healing	for	the	dozens	wounded	by	the	gunfire.	

Violence	against	Christians	has	been	part	of	the	nation	for	years.	However,	it	has	
surged	in	recent	months.	May	God’s	peace,	grace,	and	healing	move	in	that	town	and	in	
the	nation.3	

	

 
3 https://harbingersdaily.com/mideast-review-w-amir-tsarfati-drawing-the-attention-of-bad-actor-countries/ 
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Pulpit	Problems:	Truth	Has	Become	A	‘Pick	&	
Choose’	Buffet	Instead	Of	A	Commitment	To	
God’s	Word.	
ByKen	Ham 

June	2,	2022	

What	is	the	dominant	religion	of	
pastors	filling	pulpits	of	“Christian”	
churches	across	the	US?	A	new	
study	from	the	Cultural	Research	
Center	at	Arizona	Christian	University	
found	that	a	staggering	62%	of	pastors	
don’t	have	a	biblical	worldview.	Instead,	they	have	a	worldview	of	syncretism—in	other	
words,	a	little	bit	of	this	and	a	little	bit	of	that,	mixed	together	with	Christianity. 

The	researchers	described	syncretism	this	way:	

Their	prevailing	worldview	is	best	described	as	Syncretism,	the	blending	of	ideas	and	
applications	from	a	variety	of	holistic	worldviews	into	a	unique	but	inconsistent	combination	
that	represents	their	personal	preferences.	More	than	six	out	of	10	pastors	(62%)	have	a	
predominantly	syncretistic	worldview.	

Rather	than	building	their	thinking	on	God’s	Word,	the	majority	of	pastors	are	basing	their	
beliefs	on	“personal	preferences.”	In	other	words,	it’s	like	I’ve	been	saying	for	years:	many	in	
the	church,	including	its	leaders,	have	set	themselves	up	as	the	authority	over	God	and	his	
Word.	It’s	a	devastating	disease	and	it’s	infecting	both	pulpits	and	pews!	

The	study	asked	the	pastors	(including	senior,	associate,	teaching,	children’s,	youth,	and	
executive	pastors—more	on	that	below)	a	series	of	54	worldview-related	questions	and	
discovered	these	low	percentages	of	those	with	a	biblical	worldview:	

• only	47%	of	the	pastors	have	a	biblical	worldview	regarding	family	and	the	value	of	
life;	

• 44%	concerning	issues	related	to	God,	creation,	and	history	(personally,	I	wonder	if	
this	number	is	actually	much	lower,	depending	on	how	specific	the	survey	questions	
were	regarding	Genesis	chapters	1-11,	creation,	and	history”);	
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• 43%	in	relation	to	personal	faith	practices;	

• 43%	when	it	comes	to	matters	of	sin,	salvation,	and	one’s	relationship	with	God;	

• 40%	pertaining	to	human	character	and	human	nature;	

• and	40%	when	it	comes	to	measures	of	lifestyle,	personal	behavior,	and	
relationships.	

It’s	worth	noting	the	breakdown	in	biblical	worldview	between	different	types	of	pastors.	
Among	senior	pastors	41%	have	a	biblical	worldview,	while	only	28%	of	associate	pastors	do.	
And	only	13%	of	teaching	pastors	and	4%	of	executive	pastors	hold	to	a	biblical	worldview.	
Among	children’s	and	youth	pastors,	the	number	is	a	minuscule	12%!	As	researcher	George	
Barna	pointed	out,	

A	person’s	worldview	primarily	develops	before	the	age	of	13,	then	goes	through	a	period	of	
refinement	during	their	teens	and	twenties.	

From	a	worldview	perspective,	a	church’s	most	important	ministers	are	the	children’s	pastor	and	
the	youth	pastor.	Discovering	that	seven	out	of	every	eight	of	those	pastors	lack	a	biblical	
worldview	helps	to	explain	why	so	few	people	in	the	nation’s	youngest	generations	are	
developing	a	heart	and	mind	for	biblical	principles	and	ways	of	life,	and	why	our	society	seems	to	
have	run	wild	over	the	last	decade,	in	particular.”	

This	study’s	results	are	extremely	alarming	for	the	future	and	health	of	the	church.	If	pastors	
don’t	possess	a	biblical	worldview,	they	cannot	pass	it	along,	and	individuals	and	families	
suffer	from	the	lack	of	biblical	shepherding	and	teaching.	

Sadly,	I’m	not	shocked	by	the	results	of	this	study.	Anyone	who	has	heard	me	speak	over	the	
past	few	decades	knows	I’ve	been	calling	the	church	to	repent	of	compromise	with	the	world’s	
thinking	and	get	back	to	God’s	Word.	If	we	don’t	take	God’s	Word	as	the	ultimate	and	final	
authority,	from	its	very	first	verse,	compromise	and	syncretism	are	direct	consequences.	
Truth	becomes	a	“pick	and	choose”	buffet	instead	of	a	commitment	to	God’s	Word.	

We	need	a	new	reformation	in	the	church—a	return	to	the	authority	of	God’s	Word	from	
the	very	first	verse.	Pastors	need	to	repent	of	compromise	and	get	back	to	first	believing	and	
then	teaching	God’s	Word	accurately,	instead	of	adding	the	world’s	opinions	into	Scripture.	

2	Timothy	2:15	–	“Study	to	shew	thyself	approved	unto	God,	a	workman	that	needeth	not	to	be	
ashamed,	rightly	dividing	the	word	of	truth.”	


