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Sunday 28th. of June 2020 

 
 
 

531 Elizabeth Dr Sunbury 
Service Sundays 10:30am today  

 
 

www.hopebc.org.au 
 

“For whatsoever things were written 
aforetime were written for our learning, 
that we through patience and comfort of 

the scriptures might have hope”.  
Romans 15:4 
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The Service Table 
 

 
Welcome 

 

 

Announcements   
 

Hymn Of The Month – Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah 
(291) 

 

Prayer Time 
 

Hymn– Heaven Came Down 473 
 

Reading – Romans 8:1-9 
 

Sermon – Thanking God For Life In Christ 
 

Hymn – Victory In Jesus 496 
 

A Word On The Word 
 

“If God had not favoured men with a divine revelation, they would 
have been in doubt, as the heathens were, about the immortality of 
the soul, and left without hope of the resurrection of the dead, and 
with very confused and uncertain notions of a future state, and 
altogether ignorant of the way of life and salvation, all which are 
clearly revealed in the sacred scriptures…” 

 
- John Gill 
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Sermon Notes 
Life In Christ 

 

Thanking God For Sending His Son  (Heb 4:15, 2 Cor 7:10, 1 Jn 1:9, Eph 2:10, Rom 7:24-25, Jb 7:7, Jb 
15:14-16, Ps 8:4, Ps 144:3-4, Gen 22:2, Isa 9:6, Pr 30:4) 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….…
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

Thanking God For Delivering My Soul (Rom 7:24-25, Gen 3:1-5, Jn 18:38, Acts 17:16-23, Acts 16:24-
31) 
…….…………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….…
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

Thanking God For Future Hope (Rom 7:24-25a, Gen 2:16-17, Heb 9:27-28, Eccl 12:13-14, Rom 2:16, 
Rev 20:11-15, Isa 33:14, Heb 9:27-28) 
…….…………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…….…………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
…….………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Thanking God For Life In Christ (Rom 7:24-25, Gal 2:19-20, Rom 6:11, Col 3:3, Eph 2:1-7, Heb 7:25, 
Rom 8:1-4) 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…….…………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…….…………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………….……
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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176 Words. 

  
“I cried unto thee; save me, and I shall keep thy testimonies.” 

  (Ps 119:146) 
 

There is a cry heard by the Lord that never ceases to gain his attention, one 
single cry like the alarm of those who know they perish, so loud in the 
Lords ears, even when it is whispered in the heart of the perishing sinner, 
“save me”.  
 

This is that cry that is never out of the ear shot of the Lord, this is that cry 
that seems to be the single trigger that gains the attention of God, this is that 
cry that never goes unanswered, “save me”. It is a wonder that so few cry 
such a cry, when all are perishing.  
 

God looks down on the billions of mankind, all the people of the world 
scurrying about and doing only that which is right in their own eyes, but 
every now and again a cry rings out like a bugle call above the background 
noise, but to God it is even as hearing a pin drop in the silence; “save me”.  
 

This is what begins doing that which is right in Gods eyes. 
 
Pr Edi Giudetti 
 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

A Proverb For Memory 
 

Good understanding giveth favour:  
but the way of transgressors is hard. 

 

Proverbs 13:15 
 



	 5 

The Word Of Hope 
 

NEVER 
“Cast thy burden upon the Lord, and he shall sustain thee: he shall 
never suffer the righteous to be moved” (Ps. 55:22).  

“In thee, O Lord, do I put my trust: let me never be put to 
confusion” (Ps. 71:1).  

“I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; 
and he that believeth on me shall never thirst” (John 6:35).  

“The officers answered, Never man spake like this man” (John 
7:46).  

“My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: 28 

And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, 
neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.” (John 10:27–
28).  
 
“Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall 
fail; whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be 
knowledge, it shall vanish away.” (I Cor. 13:8).  

“Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your 
calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never 
fall:” (II Pet. 1:10). 

GOLDEN THOUGHT 
Jesus said, “He that comes to Me shall never 

hunger.” 
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Persecuted For Righteousness Sake 
(Matt 5:10) 

INDONESIA: False Kidnapping Accusation by Family of Christian Convert 

25 June 2020  

When Zulfitri Handayani, a woman from Aceh, converted 
from Islam to Christianity, her family announced that she had 
been kidnapped. Her two sons were taken into the care of 
her ex-husband and her own family. 

In a recent video, she told the Mayor of Langsa, in Northern 
Sumatra, that she chose the path of Christianity and there 
was no kidnapping as claimed by her family. She apologised 
to her family but asked them not to accuse other people, 
slandering the man they claim to have kidnapped her. 

Zulfitri also clarified in her video that she was under no pressure from anyone to convert to 
Christianity. She begs her sister, Amelia, to allow her to have at least one of her children with her 
because she can take care of them better than their father. She cries, “Is it wrong to have another 
religion? Is Christianity wrong? To the people of Aceh, do not believe my family.” 

The family attempted to forcibly bring Zulfitri back home, but to no avail. Zulfitri remains in 
Medan without her children. 

The province of Aceh stands alone in having formally established Shariah law in Muslim majority 
Indonesia. An Acehnese is presumed to be a devout Muslim. 

COLOMBIA: Evangelist and Former Rebel in Hiding 
18 June 2020 

A frontline evangelist and former rebel is in hiding after 
learning that members of the Revolutionary Armed Forces of 
Colombia (FARC) are looking for her. 
Sara Gómez joined the FARC as a teenager but later left the 
group and became a Christian. For the past decade, she has 
passionately shared the Gospel wherever she goes. Because 
of her active witness, she has been displaced several times. 
Recently, during lockdown due to COVID-19, FARC members 
took advantage of the light military presence to target former 
comrades who had become Christians. 

When Sara learned that FARC members were going house to house in her town killing those who 
had left the group, she quickly fled the area. She and her family are sleeping in a church until it is 
safe to return. She told a VOM worker that she is thankful because “she has not been hungry or 
without shelter.” 
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See then that ye walk circumspectly,  
not as fools but as wise. 

Eph: 5:15 

Pastor Richard Wurmbrand and Communism 
19 June 2020  

In the early 1970s, Richard Wurmbrand published a flyer called Communism, the Workers’ Paradise. The flyer 
lists 45 ways in which communism intends to infiltrate and dominate Western culture. 

Richard Wurmbrand had the godly wisdom to warn us about communist ideology however, we have not 
managed to prevent its influence in our society. In fact, in recent years, many changes have been brought about 
by influential people promoting communist beliefs. 

Point 17 of the flyer refers to schools and universities adopting ideas which are viewed as progressive, yet 
deliberately line up with communist views. Point 20 refers to views promoted on television, radio, editorial 
writing and policymaking. The opinions expressed may be acceptable to non-Christians, but as believers, they are 
unapologetically anti-Christian and defy Biblical teaching. Point 24 speaks of the elimination of laws which govern 
obscenity by calling them “censorship” and a violation of free speech. Point 25 discusses the breakdown of 
cultural standards and morality by promoting pornography and obscenity in books and films. 

What has become of our society? Where anything which was once considered good has somehow outlived its 
value and is now deemed wrong. This is spoken of in Isaiah 5:20 “Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, 
who put darkness for light and light for darkness, who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter.” 

The strength of the family unit speaks to the very fabric of our society and the wellbeing of future generations, 
yet point 40 states, “Discredit the family as an institution. Encourage promiscuity and easy divorce”. 

Point 42 is particularly relevant for today; “Create the impression that violence and insurrection are legitimate 
aspects of the American tradition; that students and special interest groups should rise up and use ‘united force’ 
to solve economic, political or social problems”. 

Has this point not been manifested recently, with the influence of world events spilling into Australia? 

My warning to every Christian is to be alert and prayerful. Do not be caught asleep. The enemy called 
communism has already entered our camp and is doing whatever it can to find a foothold in Australia, to destroy 
our God centred Christians values. Be aware of news that misleads and heed the living Word of God. 

Tony Benjamin 
CEO VOM Australia 

Pastors Note: 

Consider carefully also points 26 to 30. Recall that these were also identified in a book by Leon Skousen called 
“The Naked Communist” in 1958 

Pr Edi Giudetti 
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There Is A Way Which Seemeth Right Unto a Man 
Prov 14:12 

 
 
 

–– 
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Why Persecutest Thou Me? It Is Hard For Thee To 
Kick Against The Pricks. 

Acts 26:14 

IRAN: Christianity Rapidly Growing 
18 June 2020: Against all odds, Christianity continues to see massive gains in the Islamic Republic of 
Iran. 

Islamic Clerics are warning against the spread of Christianity, 
house churches are routinely targeted by authorities, and 
conversion to Christianity is actually viewed as an action against 
national security in parts of the country. However, none of those 
threats are stopping the rapid growth of people converting to 
followers of Christ. This high rate of conversion is occurring 
despite the rigorous Islamic indoctrination of the youth in their 
families and education. 

The Islamic government of Iran gives large amounts of money to the support of Islamic 
organisations that promote Islam among their youth within and beyond Iran’s borders. However, 
the Iranian youth are becoming increasingly distant from Islam, which is becoming a great 
concern for the Iranian government. 

Just last year, after Ayatollah Makarem Shirazi expressed his concern over the popularity of 
Christianity in the suburbs of Mashhad, the city’s religious and political officials immediately 
sent a large number of Islamic teachers and preachers to the suburbs to turn the youth away from 
Christianity. 

A wave of arrests and harassment of Christian converts came shortly after and many faced long 
term prison sentences and heavy bails for their temporary release. The Iranian Islamic 
government also implemented a two-fold plan to stop the spread of Christianity in the country 
and it has failed on both fronts. 

The first included allocations of millions of dollars for Islamic propaganda across the country, 
and the second agenda included a crackdown campaign that was focused on newly converted 
Christians, in order to place fear in those who are interested in the Christian religion. They have 
also closed down churches, including the Central Assemblies of God (AOG) and Janat Abad 
church in Tehran and the AOG church in Ahwaz. Christian converts were also banned from 
entering official churches and Farsi services were forced to cancel permanently across the 
country in all churches. 

The publication of anything related to Christianity or any material referring to Christianity was 
also restricted and books about Christianity in the market were confiscated. 

Yet, by its own government reports – no matter how hard it tries – it hasn’t been able to stop the 
spread of Christianity.1 

 
1 https://vom.com.au/iran-christianity-rapidly-growing/ 
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Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice 
(Philippians 4:4) 

Understanding in the Sanctuary 
“Until I went into the sanctuary of God; then understood I their end.” (Psalm 73:17) 

ONE of the great perplexities in life is why do the wicked prosper and the righteous 
suffer. This is the theme of Psalm 73. The Psalmist complains that the wicked seem 
to do well while the righteous have troubles and trials. In life the wicked seem to 
have health, good jobs, material prosperity and abundance, while the righteous get 
sick, lose their jobs, and are in poverty. This perplexity is no small perplexity, and it 
greatly troubled the Psalmist. But our verse is the turning point in this perplexity. 
Once the Psalmist went into the sanctuary (Temple) of the Lord, he then understood 
the perplexity and by the end of the Psalm he was praising God. 

 
Why was the sanctuary of the Lord the place to understand the problem? It was 

not the building that solved the problem but what the sanctuary represented. It 
represented veneration (worship), supplication (prayer), and illumination (Word of 
God). These are the three things that characterize the sanctuary of God, and it is 
these three things that will help us solve this perplexity of the prosperity of the 
wicked. 

 
Veneration. The sanctuary was a place of worship. Worship honors God. When we 

honor God we are going to get help from God for the problems of life. Honoring God 
is one important way of getting understanding about the perplexities of life. If your 
perplexity is prolonged unnecessarily, it just may be that you are not honoring God 
in your life. 

 
Supplication. The sanctuary was a place of prayer. When we have problems and 

perplexities, it is time to pray. Prayerlessness will prolong our problems and our 
perplexities. Sometimes we talk to everyone about our troubles except God. But no 
one can help us in our troubles as God can. Tell Him your troubles; He can solve 
them as no other can. 

 
Illumination. The sanctuary was a place where the Word of God was. When this 

Psalm was written, folks did not have Bibles as we have today, so they had to go to 
the Temple to hear the Word. The Bible has answers. When perplexities of life test 
you, get in God’s Word—it has answers.2 

 
2 John G. Butler, Daily Bible Reading: Sermonettes, (Clinton, IA: LBC Publications, 2004), 2:179. 
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Announcements and Things to Come 
 

 
Studies and Encouragements. 
 

• Communion, July 5th at 10am and possibly 3:30pm. 
• Church recommence at Community Center. 20 person Limit. Please be 

sure to advise of attendance by Friday to Maria.  
• Prayer meeting / Bible Study every Wednesday evenings 7:30pm, at 

Pastors home, please see Pr Edi. 
• Birthdays:  

o Emmeline Brereton 10th June 
o Liliana Brereton 13th June 
o Natalie Giudetti 22nd June 

• Kings Kids, TBA 
• Getting Deeper Studies. Topic: Salvation, Eternal Security. (Details TBA)   
• Apt To Teach.  Fortnightly from Saturday, 18th July 7:30am – 9:30am. Breakfast 

Included (Gold coin donation would be wonderful).  
 

• Ladies Bible Study Tuesday 7th July 1:30pm. At Nat’s home. See Maria.  
• Prayer & Praise List 

Missionaries (Babia Family) 
Sunbury 
Government  
Christian Persecution. 
The Gospel to Friends/Family 


