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Hymn Of The Month 

 

“For whatsoever things were written 
aforetime were written for our learning, 
that we through patience and comfort of 

the scriptures might have hope”.  
Romans 15:4 
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At The Cross 

Author: William Williams 
Year: 1717-1791 

Scriptures: Gen 25:16-22, Josh 3, Psalm 42, Matt 14:13-33, Jn 4:14, 1 Pet 2:11, Rev 21:1-4 
 

1 Guide me, O thou great Jehovah, 
pilgrim through this barren land; 
I am weak, but thou art mighty; 
hold me with thy powerful hand. 

Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 
feed me till I want no more, 
feed me till I want no more. 

2 Open now the crystal fountain, 
whence the healing stream doth flow. 

Let the fire and cloudy pillar 
lead me all my journey thru. 

Strong Deliverer, strong Deliverer, 
be thou still my strength and shield, 
be thou still my strength and shield. 

3 When I tread the verge of Jordan, 
bid my anxious fears subside. 

Bear me thru the swelling current, 
land me safe on Canaan's side. 

Songs of praises, songs of praises 
I will ever give to thee, 
I will ever give to thee. 

 
Author: William Williams 
William Williams, called the "Watts of Wales," was born in 1717, at Cefn-y-coed, 
near Llandovery, Carmarthenshire. He originally studied medicine, but abandoned it 
for theology. He was ordained Deacon in the Church of England, but was refused 
Priest's Orders, and subsequently attached himself to the Calvinistic Methodists. For 
half a century he travelled in Wales, preaching the Gospel. He died in 1791. 
Williams composed his hymns chiefly in the Welsh language; they are still largely 
used by various religious bodies in the principality. Many of his hymns have 
appeared in English, and have been collected and published by Sedgwick. His two 
principal poetical works are "Hosannah to the Son of David," and "Gloria in 
Excelsis." 
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Order of Service 
 

 
Welcome 

 

Announcements   
 

Hymn Of The Month – Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah 
(291) 

 

Prayer Time 
 

Hymn– All The Way My Saviour Leads Me 296 
 

Reading – Romans 12 
 

Sermon – Phillip McKenzie 
 

Hymn – I Surrender All 394 
 
 

A word on The Word 
 
“The First and almost the only book deserving universal attention is the 
Bible” 
 

- President	John	Quincy	Adams	
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176 Words. 

  
“Thy righteousness is an everlasting righteousness, 

and thy law is the truth.” 

  (Ps 119:142) 
 

 
There are extremes of reality in our present world that man has no ability to 

comprehend, we cannot comprehend God’s righteousness.  
Water freezes at 0c, yet the coldest possible temperature is -273.15c. Water boils 

at 100c, fire ignites at 233c, yet the highest possible temperature is 
142x1029K, (or 142,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000c).  

Blind are we to colour in the light from the sun, until the splendour of the 
rainbow is seen through a prism’s refraction. The naked eye cannot endure 
that same light, but Christs light blinded Paul with light ‘above the 
brightness of the sun’ (Acts 26:13). Indeed, man seeing the face of God 
would be overcome (Exo 33:20).  

Our eyes lose the ability to discern images in the dark, yet scripture speaks of a 
darkness great enough to be felt (Exo 10:21). 

Reality has extremes so great that we ourselves have no ability to comprehend 
them, so too it is respecting the righteousness of God and the purity of his 
Words. I am as convinced as I live, that the greatest errors I have made 
were the result of not considering his words pure enough.  

 
Pr Edi Giudetti 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

A Proverb For Memory 
 
 

“Hope deferred maketh the heart sick: but when the 
desire cometh, it is a tree of life.” 

 
Proverbs 13:12 
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The Word Of Hope 
 

FLEE 
“Let God arise, let his enemies be scattered: let them also that hate him 
flee before him” (Ps 68:1) 

“Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy 
presence?” (Ps. 139:7).  

“The wicked flee when no man pursueth: but the righteous are bold as a 
lion” (Prov. 28:1).  

“But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his 
baptism, he said unto them, O generation of vipers, who hath warned you 
to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bring forth therefore fruits meet for 
repentance:” (Mt 3:7-8) 

“Flee fornication. Every sin that a man doeth is without the body; but he that 
committeth fornication sinneth against his own body.” (I Cor. 6:18).  

“Wherefore, my dearly beloved, flee from idolatry” (I Cor. 10:14).  

“Flee also youthful lusts: but follow righteousness, faith, charity, peace” (II 
Tim. 2:22). 

“Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from 
you” (James 4:7). 

“And in those days shall men seek death, and shall not find it; and shall 
desire to die, and death shall flee from them.” (Rev 9:6) 

GOLDEN THOUGHT 
“Whither shall I flee from thy presence?” 
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Persecuted For Righteousness Sake 
(Matt 5:10) 

MALAYSIA’S MISSING PASTORS 

21	Feb	2020 
PUBLIC	INQUIRY	INTO	ANOTHER	PASTOR	DISAPPEARANCE	 
A public inquiry is underway in Malaysia into another pastor who has disappeared under 
suspicious circumstances. 
Joshua Hilmy and his wife Ruth went missing in November 2016. He was being investigated 
after converting from Islam to Christianity. 
The couple disappeared after he asked to change his religion on his identity card from 
Muslim to Christian. A witness told the inquiry that Pastor Joshua believed he was wanted 
by an unnamed religious authority. 
Pastor Joshua and Ruth were born in 1969. Ruth is an Indonesian national. Their 
disappearance is being investigated by the Human Rights Commission of Malaysia 
(Suhakam). 
Abduction 
Suhakam is also looking into the abduction of Pastor Raymond Koh, and a Shia activist, 
Amri Che Mat. The Human Rights Commission believes both were kidnapped by agents 
working for the state. And in the case of Raymond Koh, they say the evidence points to 
abduction by Special Branch. 
Release International has launched a petition pressing Malaysia to investigate the 
disappearance of Pastor Koh and set him free. 
Extraordinary CCTV footage shows the Pastor being abducted in a military-style operation in 
February 2017. He hasn’t been seen since. Three black SUVs boxed in his car, forcing it to 
a halt. 15 men are said to have been involved in the kidnapping. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=163&v=XWSXqPf32QI&feature=emb_logo  
‘Worthy’ 
Pastor Koh’s wife Susanna told Release International’s sister organisation Voice of the 
Martyrs (USA): ‘I believe Raymond would count it worthy to suffer for Christ. 
‘Pray that the church in Malaysia would be strong in the face of persecution and speak out 
for truth and justice. Pray for them that they can bless their enemies and love them into the 
kingdom.’ 
Pastor Koh ran Hope Community, an organisation set up in the capital Kuala Lumpur to help 
the poorest members of society. The authorities accused him of trying to convert Muslims. 
Soon afterwards, he was sent bullets and a death threat. 
Petition 
Release is petitioning the Malaysian Prime Minister and the Inspector General of Police. 
‘There has been no word whether Pastor Koh is dead or alive. We’re demanding his 
immediate release and safe return to his family,’ says Release CEO Paul Robinson. ‘And 
we’re calling for justice. Those responsible for his disappearance must be held accountable.’ 
The inquiry into the disappearance of Joshua and Ruth Hilmy is expected to continue until 
April 29.1 

 
1 https://releaseinternational.org/malaysias-missing-pastors/  
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It Is Hard For Thee To Kick Against The Pricks 
 

Acts 9:5 

Aasia Bibi says “I’ve forgiven everyone” as she speaks out 
about her death-row prison ordeal

 
3 March 2020 

“I am not angry at all, I’ve forgiven everyone from my heart and there is no hardness in me. 
There is patience in me because I learned how to be patient after having to leave my children 
behind.” These are the gracious words of Aasia Bibi, the Christian mother-of-five who spent 
nearly eight years on death row in Pakistan, falsely accused of “blasphemy” charges. 

She was picking fruit in an orchard on a sweltering summer’s day in June 2009 with Muslim 
women when a dispute arose over a shared cup of water because the Muslim women would 
not drink from a cup that they considered “unclean” as it had been used by a Christian. This 
culminated in Aasia being accused of insulting Muhammad. “My husband was at work, my 
kids were in school,” she recalled. “A mob came and dragged me away. They made fun of me. 
I was very helpless.” 

By faith Aasia was sustained throughout the ordeal of 
her trial, imprisonment and eventual acquittal, when 
her tormentors were crying out for her execution. This 
is the same faith that sustained the early heroes of 
faith, like Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham and Sarah, 
who were still living by faith when they died. They did 
not receive the things God promised; they only saw 
them and welcomed them from a distance (He 11:1-13). 

Aasia did not seek glory or suffering but, like Abel and 
the other great men and women of God in days of old, was faithful to the Lord when tested 
by him. Now resettled in Canada for security reasons with her family, Aasia said in an 
interview on 28 February that she still hopes to return to Pakistan one day. 

“It was my country that freed me. That makes me proud,” she said. “I still respect my 
country and want to see the day when I am able to go back.” 

She called on Prime Minister Imran Khan to free anyone unjustly accused or convicted of 
“blasphemy” and to ensure the charges are investigated properly. “Innocents should not be 
punished for no reason and people who are innocent, in prison, should be freed,” she said. 

In Aasia Bibi we see what Paul described in Romans (5:3-5) “…suffering produces 
perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope. And hope does not put us to 
shame, because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who 
has been given to us.”2 

 
2 https://barnabasfund.org/au/news/aasia-bibi-says-“ive-forgiven-everyone”-as-she-speaks-out-about-her-death-row-prison-ordeal 
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 Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice 
(Philippians 4:4) 

Orders for an Altar 
“There shalt thou build an altar unto the LORD thy God, an altar of stones; thou shalt 

not lift up any iron tool upon them.” (Deuteronomy 27:5) 

WHEN Israel crossed the Jordan River and arrived in the promised land, they were to 
build an altar “unto the LORD thy God.” Our verse gives some orders about the altar. 
They involved the place of the altar, the permanency of the altar, the perspiration 
for the altar, the purpose of the altar, and the prohibiting about the altar. 
 

Place of the altar “There shalt thou build an altar unto the LORD thy God.” The 
altar was to be built “there” in the land of Canaan. Israel would be surrounded by 
the heathen of the land when they moved into the land. But in spite of that, they still 
were to build an altar there to the Lord. We are to honor God wherever we are. 

 
Permanency of the altar. “An altar of stones.” The altar was to last. It was to 

endure the times. Our stand for God is not to be weak and flimsy, but strong and 
durable. Our faith in the Lord must survive the stress of life. We are not to be 
“tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of 
men” (Ephesians 4:14). 

 
Perspiration for the altar. “An altar of stones.” The altar building was not going to 

be easy because it was built of stones. Hard work was involved. Lifting the stones up 
one upon another would not be easy. Living for God is never easy; it requires much 
effort and energy. But it is worth it. 

 
Purpose of the altar. The altar was a place of worship where sacrifices were 

offered. Worship involves sacrificing. No sacrifice, no worship. Think of that the next 
time the offering plate goes by at church. 

 
Prohibiting about the altar. “Thou shalt not lift up any iron tool upon them.” The 

prohibiting of the iron tools was to stop any carving on the stones (cp. Exodus 
20:25). Carving on the stones was a problem because it could lead to idolatry. It 
would take one’s attention off the sacrifice on the altar. The focal point on the altar 
was to be the sacrifice, not some carving on the stones. Worship is to focus on 
Christ.3 

 
3 John G. Butler, Daily Bible Reading: Sermonettes, (Clinton, IA: LBC Publications, 2004), 2:67. 
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See The That Ye Walk Circumspectly 
(Eph 5:15) 

How UN Scientists Are Preparing For The End Of 
Capitalism 

POSTED	BY:	NAFEEZ	AHMED JANUARY	2,	2019 

Capitalism	as	we	know	it	is	over.	So	
suggests	a	new	report	commissioned	by	a	
group	of	scientists	appointed	by	the	UN	
secretary	general.	The	main	reason?	
We’re	transitioning	rapidly	to	a	radically	
different	global	economy,	due	to	our	
increasingly	unsustainable	exploitation	of	
the	planet’s	environmental	resources	and	
the	shift	to	less	efficient	energy	sources.	

Climate	change	and	species	extinctions	are	accelerating	even	as	societies	are	experiencing	
rising	inequality,	unemployment,	slow	economic	growth,	rising	debt	levels,	and	impotent	
governments.	Contrary	to	the	way	policymakers	usually	think	about	these	problems	these	
are	not	really	separate	crises	at	all.	

These	crises	are	part	of	the	same	fundamental	transition.	The	new	era	is	characterised	by	
inefficient	fossil	fuel	production	and	escalating	costs	of	climate	change.	Conventional	
capitalist	economic	thinking	can	no	longer	explain,	predict	or	solve	the	workings	of	the	
global	economy	in	this	new	age.	

Energy	shift 

Those	are	the	implications	of	a	new	background	paper	prepared	by	a	team	of	Finnish	
biophysicists	who	were	asked	to	provide	research	that	would	feed	into	the	drafting	of	the	
UN	Global	Sustainable	Development	Report	(GSDR),	which	will	be	released	in	2019.	

For	the	“first	time	in	human	history”,	the	paper	says,	capitalist	economies	are	“shifting	to	
energy	sources	that	are	less	energy	efficient.”	Producing	usable	energy	(“exergy”)	to	keep	
powering	“both	basic	and	non-basic	human	activities”	in	industrial	civilisation	“will	require	
more,	not	less,	effort”.	

At	the	same	time,	our	hunger	for	energy	is	driving	what	the	paper	refers	to	as	“sink	costs.”	
The	greater	our	energy	and	material	use,	the	more	waste	we	generate,	and	so	the	greater	the	
environmental	costs.	Though	they	can	be	ignored	for	a	while,	eventually	those	
environmental	costs	translate	directly	into	economic	costs	as	it	becomes	more	and	more	
difficult	to	ignore	their	impacts	on	our	societies.	

And	the	biggest	“sink	cost”,	of	course,	is	climate	change:	“Sink	costs	are	also	rising;	
economies	have	used	up	the	capacity	of	planetary	ecosystems	to	handle	the	waste	generated	
by	energy	and	material	use.	Climate	change	is	the	most	pronounced	sink	cost.”	
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Overall,	the	amount	of	energy	we	can	extract,	compared	to	the	energy	we	are	using	to	
extract	it,	is	decreasing	“across	the	spectrum	–	unconventional	oils,	nuclear	and	renewables	
return	less	energy	in	generation	than	conventional	oils,	whose	production	has	peaked	–	and	
societies	need	to	abandon	fossil	fuels	because	of	their	impact	on	the	climate.”	

The	UN 

A	copy	of	the	paper,	available	on	the	website	of	the	BIOS	Research	Unit	in	Finland,	was	sent	
to	me	by	lead	author	Dr	Paavo	Järvensivu,	a	‘biophysical	economist’	–	a	rare,	but	emerging	
breed	of	economist	exploring	the	role	of	energy	and	materials	in	fuelling	economic	activity.	

I	met	Dr	Järvensivu	last	year	when	I	spoke	at	the	BIOS	Research	Unit	about	the	findings	of	
my	own	book,	Failing	States,	Collapsing	Systems:	BioPhysical	Triggers	of	Political	Violence.	

The	UN’s	GSDR	is	being	drafted	by	an	independent	group	of	scientists	(IGS)	appointed	by	the	
UN	Secretary	general.	The	IGS	is	supported	by	a	range	of	UN	agencies	including	the	UN	
Secretariat,	the	UN	Educational,	Scientific	and	Cultural	Organization,	the	UN	Environment	
Programme,	the	UN	Development	Programme,	the	UN	Conference	on	Trade	and	
Development	and	the	World	Bank	

The	paper,	co-authored	by	Dr	Järvensivu	with	the	rest	of	the	BIOS	team,	was	commissioned	
by	the	UN’s	IGS	specifically	to	feed	into	the	chapter	on	‘Transformation:	the	Economy’.	
Invited	background	documents	are	used	as	the	basis	of	the	GSDR,	but	what	ends	up	in	the	
final	report	will	not	be	known	until	it	is	released	next	year.	

The	BIOS	paper	suggests	that	much	of	the	political	and	economic	volatility	we	have	seen	in	
recent	years	has	a	root	cause	in	this	creeping	ecological	crisis.	As	the	ecological	and	
economic	costs	of	industrial	overconsumption	continue	to	rise,	the	constant	economic	
growth	we	have	become	accustomed	to	is	now	in	jeopardy.	That,	in	turn,	has	exerted	
massive	strain	on	our	politics.	But	the	underlying	issues	are	still	unacknowledged	and	
unrecognised	by	policymakers.	

More	in,	less	out 

“We	live	in	an	era	of	turmoil	and	profound	change	in	the	energetic	and	material	
underpinnings	of	economies.	The	era	of	cheap	energy	is	coming	to	an	end,”	says	the	paper.	

Conventional	economic	models,	the	Finnish	scientists	note,	“almost	completely	disregard	the	
energetic	and	material	dimensions	of	the	economy.”	

The	scientists	refer	to	the	pioneering	work	of	systems	ecologist	Professor	Charles	Hall	of	the	
State	University	of	New	York	with	economist	Professor	Kent	Klitgaard	from	Wells	College.	
This	year,	Hall	and	Klitgaard	released	an	updated	edition	of	their	seminal	book,	Energy	and	
the	Wealth	of	Nations:	An	Introduction	to	BioPhysical	Economics.	

Hall	and	Klitgaard	are	highly	critical	of	mainstream	capitalist	economic	theory,	which	they	
say	has	become	divorced	from	some	of	the	most	fundamental	principles	of	science.	They	
refer	to	the	concept	of	“energy	return	on	investment”	(EROI)	as	a	key	indicator	of	the	shift	
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into	a	new	age	of	difficult	energy.	EROI	is	a	simple	ratio	that	measures	how	much	energy	we	
use	to	extract	more	energy.4	To Read More Go To Link Below	

 

Announcements and Things to Come 
 

Studies and Encouragements. 
 

• Communion, 1st Sunday Each Month 10am.  
• Prayer meeting / Bible Study every Wednesday evenings 7:30pm, see Pr 

Edi. 
• Birthdays:  

o Debbie Green 16th March 
• Kings Kids, 1st and 3rd Friday each month, Next dates are 6th and 20th of  

March 7pm. 
• Getting Deeper Studies 2nd Sunday Each month, 1pm ish (Today) 
• Apt To Teach.  2nd and 4th Saturday of the month. Next dates are Sat, 14th & 

28th March at 6:30am, located at Church. Includes breakie, see Pr Edi. 
• Ladies Bible Study Tuesday 17th March 1:30pm, Natalie Uscinas home. See 

Maria 
• Business Meeting 19th April 1pm ish 

• Prayer & Praise List 

Missionaries (Babia Family) 
Sunbury 
Government  
Christian Persecution. 
The Gospel to Friends/Family 

 
4 https://www.independent.co.uk/news/long_reads/capitalism-un-scientists-preparing-end-fossil-fuels-warning-
demise-a8523856.html  


