
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

 
Welcome to Hope Baptist Church 

 
Sunday 22nd of March 2020 

 
 
 

531 Elizabeth Dr Sunbury 
Service Sundays 10:30am today  

 

 
www.hopebc.org.au 

“For whatsoever things were written 
aforetime were written for our learning, 
that we through patience and comfort 

of the scriptures might have hope”.  
Romans 15:4 
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Hymn Of The Month 
 

Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah 

Author: William Williams 
Year: 1717-1791 

Scriptures: Gen 25:16-22, Josh 3, Psalm 42, Matt 14:13-33, Jn 4:14, 1 Pet 2:11, Rev 21:1-4 
 

1 Guide me, O thou great Jehovah, 
pilgrim through this barren land; 
I am weak, but thou art mighty; 
hold me with thy powerful hand. 

Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 
feed me till I want no more, 
feed me till I want no more. 

2 Open now the crystal fountain, 
whence the healing stream doth flow. 

Let the fire and cloudy pillar 
lead me all my journey thru. 

Strong Deliverer, strong Deliverer, 
be thou still my strength and shield, 
be thou still my strength and shield. 

3 When I tread the verge of Jordan, 
bid my anxious fears subside. 

Bear me thru the swelling current, 
land me safe on Canaan's side. 

Songs of praises, songs of praises 
I will ever give to thee, 
I will ever give to thee. 

 
Author: William Williams 
William Williams, called the "Watts of Wales," was born in 1717, at Cefn-y-coed, 
near Llandovery, Carmarthenshire. He originally studied medicine, but abandoned it 
for theology. He was ordained Deacon in the Church of England, but was refused 
Priest's Orders, and subsequently attached himself to the Calvinistic Methodists. For 
half a century he travelled in Wales, preaching the Gospel. He died in 1791. 
Williams composed his hymns chiefly in the Welsh language; they are still largely 
used by various religious bodies in the principality. Many of his hymns have 
appeared in English, and have been collected and published by Sedgwick. His two 
principal poetical works are "Hosannah to the Son of David," and "Gloria in 
Excelsis." 
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Order of Service 

 

 
Welcome 

 

Announcements   
 

Hymn Of The Month – Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah 
(291) 

 

Prayer Time 
 

Hymn– Heaven Came Down 473 
 

Reading – Esther 4 
 

Sermon – For Such A Time As This 
 

Hymn – Victory In Jesus 496 

 
 

A word on The Word 
 
 
“For it must be by the faith of Christ in my heart that I submit 
to the word of faith in the Bible, otherwise all is to no profit” 
 

- John	Bunyan	
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Sermon Notes 
For Such A Time As This 

 

A Unique Period In History  (Esther 3:12-15, Est 1:1, 1 Kin 8:46-50, Jer 29:8-11, 2 Tim 4:3-4, Dan 9:2-3, 
9:25, Isa 45:1-5, 2 Chron 36:23, Lk 21:28) 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

A Unique Person For History (Esther 4:13, 4:8-14, Lk 13:6-9) 
…….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

A Unique Petition of History (Esther 4:15-16, Mt 8:12, 22:13, 25:30, Rom 6:23) 
…….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

If I Perish I Perish (Esther 4:15-16, Rom 12:1-2, 2 Cor 6:1-10) 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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176 Words. 

  
“The righteousness of thy testimonies is everlasting: 

give me understanding, and I shall live.” 

  (Ps 119:144) 
 

 
To what end are the words of God to our comfort and our joy if they cannot be 

understood? The righteousness of the testimonies of the Lord are 
recognised as such, and yet there is within this passage an admission of 
ignorance as to the life-giving properties of the living word, “give me 
understanding and I shall live”. 

Never can purposeful obscurity be justly charged against God for the Bible. 
Ignorant and foolish men have so charged that the words of God are too 
high, too elevated, too lofty for the meagre sinner to have understanding. 
but this is refuted by the scriptures themselves, for “the common people 
heard him gladly” (Mrk 12:37), Jesus was not sent to, nor call upon the 
righteous, but sinners to repentance (Lk 5:32) . The testimonies of the 
Lord were known of Timothy, that from a child thou hast known the holy 
scriptures (2 Tim 3:15). 

Nevertheless, it is the joy of the Lord who is the author of the scriptures that 
can bring understanding to his testimonies. The Word to bring knowledge 
of his life-giving words. 

 
Pr Edi Giudetti 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

A Proverb For Memory 
 
 

“The law of the wise is a fountain of life, to depart 
from the snares of death.” 
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Proverbs 13:14 

The Word Of Hope 
 

GENTLENESS 
“And the king commanded Joab and Abishai and Ittai, saying, Deal gently 
for my sake with the young man, even with Absalom. And all the people 
heard when the king gave all the captains charge concerning Absalom.”     
(2 Sam 18:5) 

“Thou hast also given me the shield of thy salvation: and thy right hand 
hath holden me up, and thy gentleness hath made me great” (Ps. 18:35). 

“He shall feed his flock like a shepherd: he shall gather the lambs with his 
arm, and carry them in his bosom, and shall gently lead those that are with 
young.” (Isaiah 40:11) 

“Now I Paul myself beseech you by the meekness and gentleness of Christ” 
(II Cor. 10:1).  

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith” (Gal. 5:22).  

“To speak evil of no man, to be no brawlers, but gentle, shewing all 
meekness unto all men.” (Titus 3:2). 

“But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, 
and easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, 
and without hypocrisy” (James 3:17). 

GOLDEN THOUGHT 
 

The fruit of the Spirit is … gentleness. 
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Persecuted For Righteousness Sake 
(Matt 5:10) 

NORTH KOREA: Gospel Message Reaching Capital 
19 March 2020 
 
Memory cards loaded with videos explaining Jesus 
and Christianity are reaching citizens in Pyongyang. 
A resident living in the country’s capital, where only 
the most loyal citizens are permitted to live, wrote an 
encouraging letter recently to Christian workers in 
the region. “The video clips that I watched were very 
shocking,” the person wrote. “It is true that I could 
not understand much, but I was inspired by them; 
they caused me to think about life and the faith. 
These videos are very dangerous. But learning about the faith is worth risking my 
life. After watching the videos, I now know why the North Korean regime is afraid of 
Christianity. I eagerly and earnestly look forward to seeing religious freedom one day 
in North Korea.” 
Becoming a Christian is dangerous. If discovered, Christians are sent to 
concentration camps, where they are starved, overworked and tortured. 
Source: The Voice of the Martyrs USA 

• Pray for the writer of the letter and all other North Koreans who hear God’s Word. Pray that they will 
understand the Gospel and come to saving faith in Christ. 

• Pray for those who have counted the cost to follow the Lord in this nation. Pray for strength, 
encouragement and protection. 

• Pray the Lord will have mercy on Kim Jong Un and all ruling authorities in North Korea, to bring 
conviction, repentance and faith to many. 

Urgent Prayer for North Korea 
18 March 2020 
 
Urgent prayer request from a North Korean inside of 
North Korea who received one of our MP4 players 
containing the audio Bible. In the midst of the 
Coronavirus, he was greatly comforted by the Word of 
God. 
“I receive hope of living as I am praying. The virus 
situation in Pyongyang and Sinuiju is more serious than the border areas. I think we will 
all die from starvation or being infected. Both are deadly and cause despair, but after 
knowing Him, my fear has vanished. We truly thank you again.” 
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It Is Hard For Thee To Kick Against The Pricks 
 

Acts 9:5 
 

A perfect global storm – but our anchor of hope will never fail 

 

17 March 2020 

This global “perfect storm” of a coronavirus pandemic and locust plague is placing 
unprecedented pressures on our world and presents extraordinary challenges for 
the global Church. 

The continuity of local church worship is a 
symbol of hope for persecuted believers in 
times of distress. The wake of terrible anti-
Christian violence in northern Nigeria, saw 
brave pastors worshipping together amid the 
ashes of their burnt-out church building. Their 
courageous act brought tremendous comfort to 
their persecution-wracked community and 
encouragement to Christians worldwide. 

We are not called to a spirit of fear but of power, love, a sound mind and the hope in Christ that is the spiritual 
anchor of all Christians 

How to “love our neighbour”? 

But, in a time of pandemic, can the corporate gathering of Christians in worship 
continue to be the courageous and loving response? We are called to love our 
neighbours as ourselves, but how do we apply the principle of love now? The best 
expression of this love may be about selflessly protecting others from illness and 
our country’s resources from being stretched to breaking point. But what to do? 

We must remember first of all, we are not called to a spirit of fear but of power, 
love, a sound mind (2 Timothy 1:7) and the hope that is the spiritual anchor of all 
Christians. 

Our hope can only expand in the “storms of life” 

Boats have anchors to secure them in sudden squalls and heavy seas, the larger the 
vessel the greater the anchor required. An enormous 30,000 kg anchor that stays 
an ocean liner is no more effective than the light steel hook that holds fast a coastal 
dingy. The greater the load, so the anchor enlarges in proportion to bear it. 
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Nigerian church elders worshipped together mid the ashes of their 
burnt out church just two days after a devastating Boko Haram raid 

In the same way, God will always expand our hope 
and comfort in proportion to the burdens we bear. 
As pressures and sufferings increase, so is our 
hope, which is in Christ, sweetly magnified within 
us. In the “storms of life”, we feel ourselves firmly 
held fast in our Saviour’s hand – the flukes of our 
anchor grounded deep in His love. 

A “virtual” local and global Church can flourish  

Even though we may not be able to meet corporately for worship, our commitment 
to God must not waver! More than ever, we must affirm our Christian faith in 
prayer and continue to serve our brothers and sisters, near and far, in every way 
that we can. 

We are blessed with technology today not available to the Christians in times of 
“plague” past. While the physical Church observes the social distancing that many 
governments are recommending and some now imposing, out of necessity to limit 
the spread of coronavirus, the “virtual” Church can emerge and continue to thrive. 

During quarantine in Wuhan, the first epicentre of the pandemic, churches quickly 
adapted and became “virtual” with church leaders running their ministries online. 
Courageous Chinese Christians demonstrated that our Church is not a building but 
resides in the body of Christ. As Pastor Huang exhorted Wuhan Christians, "In this 
difficult time we might not be able to leave this city but we can still be close to our 
God.” 

We must pray! 

In this time of distress, we can deeply access the sanctuary of the eternal Father in 
prayer through our soul’s anchor, Jesus Christ. We can firmly grasp His ultimate 
“assurance of hope” (Hebrews 6:11, KJV) as the tempest rages around us. 

It is especially important that we pray – making intercession for countries, 
governments, church leaders, communities, healthcare and other key workers, our 
families and neighbours and our Christian brothers and sisters in all lands. 

For many persecuted Christians pressure, economic hardship and isolation are not 
news but relentless reality as they suffer for their faith in Christ day by day. This 
global emergency will only intensify their suffering, especially in regions where 
majority religions prioritise their own communities for aid and routinely neglect 
Christians. They will need our prayers and practical support now more than ever. 
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 Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice 
(Philippians 4:4) 

Strengthened for Battle 
“It was so, when Gideon heard the telling of the dream, and the interpretation 
thereof, that he worshiped, and returned into the host of Israel, and said, Arise; for 
the hath delivered into your hand the host of Midian.” (Judges 7:15) 

FOR seven long years, Midian oppressed the Israelites. But God raised up Gideon to 
deliver Israel from the oppression of the Midianites. In our verse for today, Gideon is 
strengthened for battle against the Midianites. Our verse speaks of inspiration, 
veneration, and activation for battle. 

Inspiration. “Gideon heard.” Gideon needed much encouragement to be the 
deliverer of Israel. Right from the very beginning of his call from God, Gideon was 
reluctant and fearful about doing the task. But God encouraged Gideon—He 
accepted an offering from Gideon and honored the fleece sign. Now God gives 
Gideon more inspiring encouragement by sending Gideon into the host of the 
Midianites one night to hear a Midianite tell a dream which another Midianite 
interpreted as being the success of Gideon. Hearing this really lifted Gideon’s spirits. 
God likes to encourage His people. You can count on Him to encourage you in His 
way. 

Veneration. “He worshiped.” After the inspiration came veneration. The gladness 
of Gideon from the inspiring encouragement he had received showed itself in 
gratefulness to God. When God inspires and encourages, we ought to show our 
gratefulness to Him. His blessings should inspire worship. Too often, however, after 
blessing we celebrate in some unholy manner. That perverts blessings and ruins 
character. 

Activation. “He … returned into the host of Israel, and said, Arise.” After worship, 
Gideon immediately called the troops to go to battle. Veneration leads to activation. 
Worship inspires service. When Christ was attacked by Satan in the wilderness, one 
of the answers Christ gave to Satan was, “Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and 
him only shalt thou serve” (Matthew 4:10). This answer also said service follows 
worship. The reason many folk are not serving well is that they are not worshiping 
well. And poor worship is often a result of a lack of gratitude to God for His 
blessings.1 

 
 

 
1 John G. Butler, Daily Bible Reading: Sermonettes, (Clinton, IA: LBC Publications, 2004), 2:81. 
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See The That Ye Walk Circumspectly 
(Eph 5:15) 

 
Basic protective measures against the new coronavirus 

The most important measures that can be taken to mitigate the severity of the virus 
against you, is a good immune system.  

There is no vaccine that can work as effectively in combatting a mutating virus, better 
that the antibodies the body naturally produces against foreign enemies. 

In this, there are several ways of increasing the bodies immune system that will give a 
fighting chance against any flu virus. The items below are taken from 
https://www.glidden.healthcare. 

Anti bodies are proteins the body naturally creates, these proteins naturallhy need a 
diet that contains protein. Dr Glidden recommends at least 60 grams per day of either 
meat or plant based proteins. He also speaks of vitamin supplements; 

Vitamin C 1000mg 

Vitamin D 

Garlic also helps…the non-smelly one will be fine. 

He also recommends an Olive Leaf Extract taken daily. 

These taken regularly will maintain a reasonable state just prior to the infection. 
HOWEVER, when the virus is identified, he recommends essentially tripling the 
standard recommended dose of vitamin intake to fight the virus. I personally take up 
to 7 x 1000mg Vitamin C when a cold or flu threatens, together with paracetamol to 
minimise the fever, and it is quickly dealt with. 

Dr Glidden also recommends to remove sugar from your diet. He refers to this as 
“putting the immune system to sleep”. His advice is to replace sugar with honey…we 
may have someone in Church that can help with that too. 

Lastly he refers to Argentyn 23 Professional Formula Bio-Active Silver Hydrosol For 
Immune Support* –  (473 ML) to be used in a vaporiser if the virus has made it to the 
lungs. This can also be taken for Immune support. 
An interesting “help” sent to me by Pr Buddy Smith, if you get the virus can be found on YouTube at 
https://youtu.be/TfKmOeZbVV4   another is found at  https://www.zerohedge.com/health/covid-19-sun-lesson-
1918-influenza-pandemic  
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Announcements and Things to Come 
 

Studies and Encouragements. 
 

• Communion, 1st Sunday Each Month 10am.  
• Prayer meeting / Bible Study every Wednesday evenings 7:30pm, see Pr 

Edi. 
• Birthdays:  

o Debbie Green 14th March 
o Angela McKenzie 24th March 

• Kings Kids, TBA 
• Getting Deeper Studies 2nd Sunday Each month, 1pm ish  
• Apt To Teach.  2nd and 4th Saturday of the month. Next date is Sat, 28th 

March at 6:30am, located TBC. Includes breakie, see Pr Edi. 
• Ladies Bible Study Tuesday 31st March 1:30pm, Natalie Uscinas home. See 

Maria 
• Business Meeting 19th April 1pm ish 

• Prayer & Praise List 

Missionaries (Babia Family) 
Sunbury 
Government  
Christian Persecution. 
The Gospel to Friends/Family 


