
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

 
Welcome to Hope Baptist Church 

 
Sunday 23rd of February 2020 

 
 
 

531 Elizabeth Dr Sunbury 
Service Sundays 10:30am today  

 

 
www.hopebc.org.au 

“For whatsoever things were written 
aforetime were written for our learning, 
that we through patience and comfort 

of the scriptures might have hope”.  
Romans 15:4 
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Hymn Of The Month 
 

At The Cross 

Author: Isaac Watts 
Year: 1674-1748 

Scriptures: Gen 32:10, Isa 53, Zech 12:10, Luke 23, Rom 5:6-12, Rom 12:1, Gal 2:20 
 

1 Alas! and did my Saviour bleed,  
and did my Sovereign die! 

Would he devote that sacred head  
for such a worm as I? 

REFRAIN 

At the cross, at the cross where I first saw the light 
and the burden of my heart rolled away, 
it was there by faith I received my sight 

and now I am happy all the day. 

2 Was it for crimes that I have done,  
he groaned upon the tree?  

Amazing pity! Grace unknown!  
And love beyond degree! 

3 Well might the sun in darkness hide,  
and shut his glories in,  

when Christ, the mighty maker, died  
for man the creature's sin. 

4 But drops of grief can ne'er repay  
the debt of love I owe.  

Here, Lord, I give myself away;  
'tis all that I can do. 

 
Author: Isaac Watts 
Isaac Watts was the son of a schoolmaster, and was born in 
Southampton, July 17, 1674. He is said to have shown remarkable 
precocity in childhood, beginning the study of Latin, in his fourth 
year, and writing respectable verses at the age of seven. At the age 
of sixteen, he went to London to study in the Academy of the Rev. 
Thomas Rowe, an Independent minister. In 1698, he became 
assistant minister of the Independent Church, Berry St., London. In 
1702, he became pastor. 
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 Order of Service 
 

 
Welcome 

 

Announcements   
 

Hymn Of The Month – At The Cross (129) 
 

Prayer Time 
 

Hymn– When The Roll Is Called Up Yonder 500 
 

Reading – Romans 11:1-5 
 

Sermon – Has God Cast Away His People?  
 

Hymn – When We All Get To Heaven 498 

 
 
 
 

A word on The Word 
 
“We have reason to bless God that he hath given us such various and 
plentiful instruction in his word; but we shall be hypocritical in so doing, if 
we after all content ourselves with but little of this instruction.” 
 

- Jonathan	Edwards	
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Sermon Notes 
Has God Cast Away His People? 

 
Evidence God Cannot Cast Away His People (Rom 11:1, Jn 1:11, Jon 2:8, Deut 9:24, 1 Sam 12:20, Ps 89:30-37, 
Jer 31:35, Ps 94:14, ) 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Evidence God Has Not Cast Away His People (Rom 11:2-3, Exo 32:31-32, 1 Kin 18:17-24, 1 Kin 19:13-14) 
…….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Evidence God Will Not Cast Away His People (Rom 11:4, Rom 1:21-28, Num 16:30, Ps 55:15, Lk 13:35) 
…….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

His People Are Preserved By Choice. (Rom 11:5, Rom 11:7, Eph 1:3-14, Rom 10:13) 
…….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…….………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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176 Words. 

  
“Thy word is very pure:  

therefore thy servant loveth it.” 

  (Ps 119:140) 
 

 
There are few who do not love pure water. It’s the pureness of the water that 

refreshes the thirsty, it’s knowing it will quench the thirst that motivates 
us to reach for it before reaching for anything else, if indeed it is thirst we 
desire to quench. It is knowing that the water is pure and without 
admixture that give us confidence it will perform within us as expected, it 
will quench our thirst! Any lack of confidence in the purity of the water 
will turn-away our confidence in it and our affection for it. 

It is just so respecting the Word of God. If we had doubt in its purity, if we think 
to ourselves that ‘every word is not pure’, then it is unlikely we’d trust it 
will quench our thirsty soul, if that is our desire. If we believe the words 
are impure, then our motivation to read the Word is lost. 

But God is faithful; and It is only confidence in the purity of the words that 
inspires love for the Word.  

 
Pr Edi Giudetti 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

A Proverb For Memory 
 
 

“Only by pride cometh contention: but with the well 
advised is wisdom.” 

 
Proverbs 13:10 
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The Word Of Hope 
 

 

EXCELLENT 
“Thy right hand, O LORD, is become glorious in power: thy right hand, O 
LORD, hath dashed in pieces the enemy.  And in the greatness of thine 
excellency thou hast overthrown them that rose up against thee: thou 
sentest forth thy wrath, which consumed them as stubble.” (Exo 15:6-7) 

“O Lord our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth! who hast set 
thy glory above the heavens” (Ps. 8:1).  

“How excellent is thy lovingkindness, O God! therefore the children of men 
put their trust under the shadow of thy wings” (Ps. 36:7).  

“Praise ye the LORD. Praise God in his sanctuary: praise him in the 
firmament of his power. 2 Praise him for his mighty acts: praise him 
according to his excellent greatness.” (Ps. 150:1–2).  

“ And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in 
knowledge and in all judgment; That ye may approve things that are 
excellent; that ye may be sincere and without offence till the day of Christ;” 
(Phil. 1:9–10).  

“God … hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son … being made so 
much better than the angels, as he hath by inheritance obtained a more 
excellent name than they” (Heb. 1:1–2, 4). 

 

GOLDEN THOUGHT 
O Lord, how excellent is Your name! 
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…If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of 
daily food… (James 2:14-16) 

Locust swarms confirmed in South Sudan as devastating plague spreads 
across East Africa and south-west Asia 

 

18 February 2020 

The UN confirmed on 18 February that the desert locust plague, which can migrate up to 
150km a day, has now invaded south-east Sudan, entering from northern Uganda. 

Many thousands are facing acute food shortages as vast swarms of desert locusts, 
considered the most destructive migratory pest on earth, have caused catastrophic loss to 
spring crops in East Africa and Pakistan. 

Pakistani farmers have not seen a locust plague 
on this scale in the country. Even a small swarm 
of desert locusts, of just a square kilometer, can 
consume as much food in one day as 35,000 
people 

The locust swarms were initially reported to 
have spread from Yemen across the Red Sea 
in November 2019, before spreading south to 
East Africa, resulting in the worst outbreak 
seen in 70 years. Millions of locusts also 
entered into Pakistan’s agricultural belt, via Iran, in late 2019. 

East Africa is now on the verge of a food crisis due to the locusts devouring crops, 
according to the UN, with Ethiopia, Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania and Somalia the worst hit 
countries at this time. 

Many countries struggling to contain vast locust infestation  

Many East African countries have limited resources to implement aerial spraying and are 
struggling to control the infestation, which threatens to multiply by at least 500%  by the 
early summer months if not contained. 

Thousands of Kenyan Christians facing food shortages in the badly hit East Pokot region 
have contacted Barnabas for aid. The drought, due to late rains, caused crops to fail and 
livestock to die in 2019. Now this years’ crops are being devoured by locusts, making food 
security even more precarious. 

A national emergency has been declared in Ethiopia, where the infestation is the worst seen 
in 70 years. 
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National emergency declared in Pakistan as government steps in to control 
locust plague 

The scale of the locust invasion is almost unheard of in Pakistan. The insects have ravaged 
around 30,000 acres of land in Sindh district, one of the poorest rural regions of Pakistan. 

Local farmers say at least 50% of wheat, rice, tomatoes, sugar cane and other crops have 
been destroyed. The cotton harvest – an important cash crop – was also devastated. 
Traditional methods of control are all but useless against the sheer scale of the infestation. 

Prime Minister Imran Khan has declared a national emergency and a government aerial 
spraying programme is underway to contain the locusts and allow crops to be planted safely 
for the next growing season. 

 
 
 
 
“This was worst attack I ever seen in my life, like a 
flood of locusts, travelling and eating everything on its 
way,” said Ramoo. The 61-year-old Christian farmer 
(left) and his family depend on seasonal vegetable and 
biannual cash crops which were destroyed by the 
locusts 
 

 

 

Barnabas is helping Pakistani Christian farming communities survive until the 
summer harvest 

Thousands of Pakistani Christian families are now living on only one basic meal a day and 
malnutrition is on the rise, especially in children and nursing mothers. 

Farmers have been unable to save their crops and many have had to sell their livestock, a 
precious asset, and household possessions to buy food. Some are so desperate that they are 
leaving their land in search of scarce labouring work. 

Thanks to our generous supporters, Barnabas is sending vital food aid to 700 of the most 
badly affected and vulnerable Pakistani Christian farming families, to help them survive the 
next three months until the summer harvest. Each Christian family will receive a monthly 
staple food pack including flour, rice, dahl (lentils), sugar, tea, and salt.1 

 

 
 

 
1 Please go to https://barnabasfund.org/au to donate if possible. 
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Persecuted For Righteousness Sake 
(Matt 5:10) 

 
It’s been three years since the abduction of 
Pastor Raymond Koh in Malaysia. 
 
On Monday morning, 13 February 2017, 
Pastor Raymond was driving his car to 
visit a friend’s house. He never arrived. 
He was stopped in Petaling Jaya, Selangor 
State by unknown assailants and abducted 
in broad daylight. He has not been seen or 
heard from since and his car has never 
been found. 
 
The 2017 abduction wasn’t the first time the pastor had faced persecution because of 
his faith; he had previously received a box of bullets in the post, warning him to stop 
his ministry work. But the threats didn’t stop him, and in the months prior to his 
abduction, his wife noticed a spiritual deepening in her husband. She believes God 
was preparing him for the challenging time to come. 
 
Early in 2019, Malaysia’s Human Rights Commission issued a report blaming the 
abductions of Pastor Raymond and others on the Special Branch of Malaysia’s 
police. But to date, no one has been held accountable, and Pastor Raymond’s 
whereabouts and condition remain unknown. 
 
Unfortunately, this is not the only case of Christians being kidnapped in Malaysia. 
Pastor Joshua Hilmy, a Malay Muslim who converted to Christianity, and his 
Christian wife Ruth were last seen on 30 November 2016. The Human Rights 
Commission of Malaysia has said that a public enquiry into their disappearance has 
begun. 
 
Source: Release International2 

 
 

 
2 https://vom.com.au/malaysia-pastor-raymond-koh-still-missing/ 
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Persecuted For Righteousness Sake 
Franklin Graham Says the Gospel 'Is What Is Really Being 
Banned' in Britain 
Michael Foust | ChristianHeadlines.com Contributor  | Tuesday, February 18, 2020 

 
Graham is scheduled to preach in 
eight United Kingdom cities 
between May 30 and Oct. 4 but 
doesn’t have a place to speak due 
to a series of cancellations. The 
arenas and convention centers that 
were set to host Graham dropped 
him under pressure from LGBT 
groups and activists. 

At issue are Graham’s biblical positions on marriage and sexuality. The Billy Graham 
Evangelistic Association says the tour will go on, despite him being banned from specific 
locations. Graham, in a Facebook post Sunday, stood his ground. 

“Opposition to the Gospel shouldn’t really surprise us,” he wrote. “Jesus warned that it would 
come. As you may know, my eight-city evangelistic tour across the UK has been met with 
resistance by LGBTQ activists who inaccurately claim that I am homophobic, Islamophobic, 
and say that I speak hate. Anyone who knows me or has heard me speak knows that this 
really isn’t true – but, I DO preach the TRUTH of the Gospel. Could it be, rather, that these 
folks are truthophobic or free-speech-ophobic?” 

Graham embedded a video from Martyn Iles, managing director of the Australian Christian 
Lobby. Iles defended Graham in the 10-minute clip. 

Graham wrote. “Those in opposition are okay if their opinion divides, but they don’t want to 
hear anyone who disagrees with them. This is really a fight for truth, and the Gospel is 
what is really being ‘banned’ from these venues. It really boils down to the fact that they 
disagree with the message.” 

Graham referenced a Facebook comment that read, “How is Christianity a hatred speech, 
when you’re trying to save people from HELL? I call it a love speech.” The person who made 
the comment is right, Graham said.  

Iles, in the video, said the U.K. venues are guilty of discrimination.  “Discrimination is the act 
of saying, ‘You’re not welcome here. We’re going to ban you here.’ … People seem totally 
blind to this,” Iles said. The problem, Iles said, “is they hate the message itself.” “This is a 
fight for truth,” Iles concluded. 
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Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice 
(Philippians 4:4) 

Successor of Moses 
“The LORD said unto Moses, Take thee Joshua the son of Nun, a man in whom is the 
spirit, and lay thine hand upon him.” (Numbers 27:18) 

MOSES was coming to the end of his life, and so he asked God for someone to 
replace him as the leader of Israel. God obliged by making Joshua the successor of 
Moses. In the verse for today is the designation, qualification, and installation of 
Joshua as the successor of Moses. 

 
Designation. “Take thee Joshua the son of Nun.” Once again Scripture emphasizes 

the priority of Divine callings. God decided here who the successor of Moses would 
be. You do not take a calling upon yourself. God decides your work assignment for 
His vineyard. Often, as here, the assignment comes through human means. Our 
concern should be to learn what God wants us to do. Service is not telling God what 
we will do but God telling us what we are to do. Not many get appointed to high 
posts of leadership as did Joshua. Most of us have lowly tasks as we have noted in 
previous devotions. But whatever our task, when God calls, we must obey. 

 
Qualification. “A man in whom is the spirit.” This was the main qualification. It 

spoke of a spiritual condition. The fact that the “spirit” was in him indicated he was 
given the enablement for his task. And indeed the work of the Holy Spirit in our day 
is to enable us to fulfill our calling. But all of this speaks primarily of a spiritual 
condition. Appointment to tasks in the Lord’s work should not be based primarily 
upon secular achievement but primarily upon spiritual condition. In the election of 
church officers, this is seldom followed; but it ought to be the primary guide in 
church elections. 

 
Installation. “Lay thine hand upon him.” This speaks of a public installation of 

Joshua to his office as the successor of Moses. The verses following this verse add 
details to the public service. Such a service is important especially in the case of high 
office. In an official and proper way it informs the congregation of the appointment. 
The public installation service puts honor upon the office which the congregation 
needs also to do if they are going to do God’s work well.3 
 

 
3 John G. Butler, Daily Bible Reading: Sermonettes, (Clinton, IA: LBC Publications, 2004), 2:54. 
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Announcements and Things to Come 
 

Studies and Encouragements. 
 

• Communion, 1st Sunday Each Month (NEXT WEEK) 10am.  
• Prayer meeting / Bible Study every Wednesday evenings 7:30pm, see Pr 

Edi. 
• Birthdays:  

o Adam Brereton  7th February 
o Mabel Kereopa  17th February  

• Kings Kids, 1st and 3rd Friday each month, Next dates are 6th and 20th of  
March 7pm. 

• Getting Deeper Studies 2nd Sunday Each month, 1pm ish 
• Apt To Teach.  2nd and 4th Saturday of the month. Next dates are Sat, 14th & 

28th March at 6:30am, located at Church. Includes breakie, see Pr Edi. 
• Ladies Bible Study This coming Tuesday 25th February 1:30pm, Natalie 

Uscinas home. See Maria 

• Prayer & Praise List 

Missionaries (Babia Family) 
Sunbury 
Government  
Christian Persecution. 
The Gospel to Friends/Family 


