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“For whatsoever things were written 
aforetime were written for our learning, 
that we through patience and comfort of 

the scriptures might have hope”.  
Romans 15:4 
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Hymn Of The Month 
 

Revive Us Again 

Author: William P Mackay 
Year: 1863 

Scriptures: Ps 47:6, 86:5, Hab 3:2, Jn 3:13-17, Acts 2:3, 2 Cor 3:6, Jude 1:24-25 
 

1 We praise thee, O God, for the Son of thy love, 
For Jesus who died and is now gone above. 

Refrain: 
Hallelujah, thine the glory! 

Hallelujah, Amen! 
Hallelujah, thine the glory! 

Revive us again. 

2 We praise thee, O God, for thy Spirit of light, 
Who has shown us our Saviour and scattered our night. [Refrain] 

3 All glory and praise to the Lamb that was slain, 
Who has borne all our sins and has cleansed ev'ry stain. [Refrain] 

4 Revive us again -- fill each heart with thy love; 
May each soul be rekindled with fire from above. [Refrain] 

 
Author: W. P. Mackay 
Mackay was born in Montrose, Angus, Scotland, on 13 May 1839. He was educated at the University of 
Edinburgh, where he graduated as MA, MB and CM before going on to gain his MD in 1870 with a 
thesis on leprosy.[1] He worked as a doctor for a number of years before deciding to become a minister. 
He testified that the reason behind his conversion was the discovery of his own Bible in the possession 
of a dying patient he was attending. This Bible had been given to him by his 
mother when he left home aged 17, but he had sold it to help make ends meet.[2] 
He became minister of Prospect Street Presbyterian Church, Hull, in 1868[3] just 
two years after the church was built. He married Mary Loughton Livingstone in 
the same year. During his time as a minister he also wrote a number of hymns, 
one of the best known of which is "We praise Thee, O God, for the Son of Thy 
love" [4] 
He died on 22 August 1885 in Portree, Scotland, as the result of an accident. He 
fell from the pier while boarding a ferry, striking his head and spending some time 
in the water before being rescued. He regained consciousness, but died later in a 
local hotel. 



	 3 

Order of Service 
 

 
Welcome 

 

Announcements   
 

Hymn Of The Month – Revive Us Again (485) 
 

Prayer Time 
 

Hymn– All The Way My Saviour Leads Me 296 
 

Reading – Romans 9:25-33 
 

Sermon – Stumbled At The Stumbling Stone 
 

Hymn – Come Thou Fount 17 
 
 
 

A word on The Word 
 
 
“I have known ninety-five great men in my time, and of these eighty-
seven were followers of the Bible”. 
 

- Prime	Minister	William	Gladstone	
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Sermon Notes 
Stumbled At The Stumbling Stone 

 
The Wonderful Grace Not Sought (Rom 9:30, Isa 65:1, Rom 10:20, Ps 10:4, Jb 21:14, Exo 5:2, Rom 1:28, 2 Cor 
5:21, Acts 16:25-31) 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….…
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………..……………………………………………………………………………………… … 
………………….…………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
The Foolishness of Works Wont Save (Rom 9:31, Jn 5:10, Lk 13:14, Mt 12:1-2, Rom 3:19-20, Isa 64:6, Gal 
3:1-3, Heb 7:18, Acts 15:1-2, 6-11) 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………  
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………  
 

………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
The Pride Of Self-Righteousness Abased (Rom 9:32, Gen 15:1-6, Mat 23:1-7, 13-15, Lk 18:9-14) 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………  
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………  
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
The Humility of Empty Hands Exalted (Rom 9:33, Rom 6:23, Eccl 7:20, Rom 3:23, Ps 14:3, Isa 8:13-15, 1 Pet 
2:6-8, Jn 14:6, 1 Cor 1:18-19) 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
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176 Words. 

  
“Look thou upon me, and be merciful unto me, as thou usest 

to do unto those that love thy name.” 

  (Ps 119:132) 
 
The last of only three verses of the 176 verses of Psalm 119 that do not employ 

any of the seven words utilised as synonyms for the word ‘Word’ (see Ps 
119:1-8).  

“…unto those that love thy name”, yet perhaps when there comes an 
understanding that the “name” of God is “The Word” (1 John 5:7, Rev 
19:12-13), perhaps even this verse may be excluded.  

The passage teaches that the Lord is merciful unto those that love his name. The 
Psalmist looks to that mercy as a comfort, as a reassurance of grace to 
those who long for the Lord and love him. David loved the Lord, his heart 
was for him and he petitions the Lord to “look” upon him, to consider him 
in his affliction and thereby to have mercy in his time of need. 

When trials and afflictions come, those who love the name of the Lord can take 
wonderful comfort from this passage as applying to themselves, they may 
trust that the Lord will have mercy upon them, ‘weeping may endure for a 
night, but joy cometh in the morning’ (Ps 30:5a). 

 
 
Pr Edi Giudetti 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

A Proverb For Memory 
 
 

“He that keepeth his mouth keepeth his life: but he that 
openeth wide his lips shall have destruction.” 

 
Proverbs 13:3 
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The Word Of Hope 
 

AGAIN 
 

“And the LORD smelled a sweet savour; and the LORD said in his heart, I will not 
again curse the ground any more for man’s sake; for the imagination of man’s heart 
is evil from his youth; neither will I again smite any more every thing living, as I have 
done.” (Gen 8:21) 

“Wilt thou not revive us again: that thy people may rejoice in thee?” (Ps. 
85:6).  

“And the vessel that he made of clay was marred in the hand of the potter: 
so he made it again another vessel, as seemed good to the potter to make 
it” (Jer. 18:4).  

 “Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see 
the kingdom of God” (John 3:3).  

 “Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again. The wind bloweth 
where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it 
cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit. (John 3:7-8).  

 

GOLDEN THOUGHT 
 

To be born again is to become a child of God. 
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Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice 
 (Philippians 4:4) 

God Talking With Men 
“Abram fell on his face; and God talked with him.” (Genesis 17:3) 

BEING on speaking terms with God is one of the greatest blessings of life. But God 
does not talk with just anyone. Abraham’s posture in this text from today’s reading 
tells us the kind of person with whom God will talk. It is the grateful, the humble, 
and the worshipful person that hears God’s voice speaking to his or her heart. 

 
Grateful person. God had just repeated the covenant promise of giving Abraham 

many descendents. Abraham fell on his face to show his gratefulness to God for this 
significant blessing. In those times, falling on one’s face before a person was a way 
of showing gratefulness to that person. Abraham’s gratefulness caused God to speak 
more to Abraham (Genesis 17:4ff). Ungratefulness, however, will turn God away 
from you. When you are ungrateful, God’s Word will be silent to you; and God will 
turn a deaf ear to your prayers. 

 
Humble person. Falling on one’s face before another also demonstrates the 

important character attribute of humility. Abraham was showing great humility here 
before God. If ever we are to be humble, it is before God. Therefore, “Humble 
yourselves in the sight of the Lord” (James 4:10). Lack of humility turns God away, 
for “God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble” (1 Peter 5:5). Pride 
does not enjoy good fellowship with God, rather it hinders fellowship. God does not 
communicate with pride but only condemns pride. 

 
Worshipful person. Another attitude seen in falling down before God is the 

attitude of veneration or worship. When Abraham fell on his face before God, he 
was worshiping God. It is most important that we worship God. We were created to 
worship God. And “the Father seeketh such to worship him” (John 4:23). Failure to 
worship God will bring us under the condemnation of God. When we skip church for 
the pleasures of the world, we are refusing to bow before God in worship. But when 
we are faithful to worship God, He will speak to us. And whatever you do in life, 
make sure you are on speaking terms with God Almighty.1 

 
1 John G. Butler, Daily Bible Reading: Sermonettes, (Clinton, IA: LBC Publications, 2004), 2:5. 
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Persecuted For Righteousness Sake 
(Matt 5:10) 

China’s draconian new rules for religious groups insist they “spread 
Communist Party principles” 

 

3 January 2020 

Christians, banned by authorities in some regions of China from celebrating Christmas last 
month, are bracing themselves for the introduction in February of stringent new 
regulations that will put almost every aspect of religious life under the control of the 
Communist Party. 

The new “administrative measures” approved on 30 December consist of six chapters and 41 
articles that will govern the “organisation, functions, supervision and management of 
religious groups” from teachings and rallies to annual and daily projects. 

A church minister in China commented, “In practice, 
your religion no longer matters, if you are Buddhist, or 
Taoist, or Muslim or Christian: the only religion allowed 
is faith in the Chinese Communist Party (CCP).” 

The rules state that religious organisations must adhere 
to the leadership of the CCP and “… to the directives on 
religions in China, implementing the values of 
socialism”. 

Article 17 goes further, “Religious organisations must spread the principles and policies of 
the CCP, as well as national laws, regulations, rules to religious personnel and religious 
citizens, educating religious personnel and religious citizens to support the leadership of the 
CCP, supporting the socialist system, adhering to and following the path of socialism with 
Chinese characteristics.” 

In December, members of unofficial “house churches” in five provinces of China were 
ordered by the authorities not to hold public gatherings to celebrate Christmas. A pastor in 
Shandong, where previous celebrations had drawn thousands of worshippers, said, “We 
can’t do Christmas this year, we can’t have any activities on Christmas.” 

The new regulations will reinforce policies announced two years ago to reinterpret 
Christianity according to secular socialist views, in a process of “sinicisation” (make 
Chinese). In September 2019, churches in in China’s central province of Henan were forced 
to take down the Ten Commandments and replace them with quotes of President Xi Jinping, 
and churches in Jiangxi were ordered in the same month to remove Biblical paintings and 
crosses and replace them with portraits of the president.2 

 
2 https://barnabasfund.org/en/news/chinas-draconian-new-rules-for-religious-groups-insist-they-“spread-communist-party-principles” 
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Missionary News 
And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to 

every creature.  
(Mark 16:15) 

 
       The Babia Family 

			01	January	2019	(DECEMBER	2019) 
	 
Dear	Pastors	and	Praying	Friends!	 
	 
Thank	you	so	much	for	your	continued	prayers	and	support	for	our	ministry!	 
	 
We	are	finally	able	to	say	that	this	is	our	first	prayer	letter	written	since	we	arrived	in	the	
field	of	our	calling.	We	touch	down	last	December	11,	2019.	The	Lord	has	kept	us	safe	over	
our	travels	from	Australia	to	the	Philippines	and	has	taken	care	of	all	of	our	needs.	 
	 
SOUL	WINNING!	 
1.) On	our	last	week	in	Melbourne	we	were	able	to	led	family	of	three	and	the	wife’s	
mother	to	the	Lord.   
	 
2.) A	day	after	we	arrived	on	the	field,	I	was	asked	to	
speak	in	a	school	during	their	Christmas	party.	Fifty	
souls	trusted	Christ	as	their	personal	Saviour.		 
	 
3.) The	13th	of	December	which	was	a	Friday.	I	made	
it	an	opportunity	to	share	the	gospel	to	a	sales	lady	who	
believes	in	bad	luck	on	that	day	(Friday	the	13th).	She	listens	as	I	explain	to	her	the	saving	
Gospel	of	the	Jesus	Christ.	 
	 
4.) Anywhere	you	find	a	lost	person	make	it	an	
opportunity	to	witness	for	Christ.	While	paying	a	bill	after	
eating	in	a	restaurant	I	gave	an	Invitation	card	with	Bible	
verses	showing	how	to	have	a	home	in	heaven.	The	
cashier	gladly	accepted	Christ	as	her	Saviour. 	 
	 
PRAYER	REQUESTS!!		 
1.)	We	have	identified	two	areas	for	a	church	plant.	Please	pray	as	we	start	a	weekly	Bible	
Studies	in	these	two	places	this	month.	2.)	Pray	for	the	Bible	Institute	that	will	start	this	
month.	A	number	of	young	people	and	adults	from	the	church	that	we	are	working	with	
have	signified	their	intentions	to	enrol.	3.)	The	church	that	we	are	working	with	is	in	need	
of	a	service	vehicle	for	their	Jeepney	Ministry	(equivalent	to	Bus	Ministry	in	the	US).	Please	
pray	that	God	will	provide	the	money.	4.)	Please	continue	for	us	as	we	are	slowly	adjusting	
to	the	climate	and	the	way	of	living	here	(reverse	culture	shock).	 
	 
Your	Missionaries	to	the	Philippines	 
	 

Arne,	Mary	Ann,	and	Kent	Timothy	 
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“There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, …” 
(Prov 16:15) 

 
Anti Natalist Movement: ‘I wish I'd never been born’ 

 

Adherents view life not as a gift and a miracle, but a harm and an imposition. And their 
notion that having children may be a bad idea seems to be gaining mainstream popularity 
Rebecca Tuhus-Dubrow: The Guardian November 2019 
In February 2019, a 27-year-old Indian man named Raphael Samuel announced plans for an 
unusual lawsuit. He was going to sue his parents for begetting him. “It was not our decision 
to be born,” he told the BBC. “Human existence is totally pointless.” 
Samuel recently told me over Skype from Mumbai that his is a good life, and he is actually 
close to his parents. His complaint is more fundamental: he believes it is wrong to bring 
new people into the world without their consent. He wanted to sue his parents for a 
symbolic amount of money, such as a single rupee, “to instill that fear among parents in 
general. Because now parents don’t think before having a child,” he told me.  
Samuel subscribes to a philosophy called anti-natalism. The basic tenet of anti-natalism is 
simple but, for most of us, profoundly counterintuitive: that life, even under the best of 
circumstances, is not a gift or a miracle, but rather a harm and an imposition. According to 
this logic, the question of whether to have a child is not just a personal choice but an ethical 
one – and the correct answer is always no. 
Since his announcement, the lawsuit has not gotten off the ground. “I have been clearly told 
by a sitting judge that I will be fined by the court for wasting its time,” Samuel said. Still, 
his lawsuit gave the anti-natalist movement a boost, even earning a bemused mention by 
Stephen Colbert. In May, Dana Wells, a 37-year-old Dallas-based woman who goes by 
“The Friendly Antinatalist” on YouTube, posted a video featuring the Colbert clip and 
congratulating Samuel. “We all owe you a round of applause,” she said. “It feels like we’ve 
arrived. It feels like the big time!” 
The notion that having children may be a bad idea seems to be gaining mainstream 
popularity. But when we hear about it, it’s most often in the context of the climate crisis: 
activists are worried about bringing children into a world threatened by rising seas, mass 
displacement and other calamities. Anti-natalists, however, believe that procreation has 
always been and always will be wrong because of life’s inevitable suffering. What is similar 
about both anti-natalists and climate activists is they are seeing an increase in attention due 
to general pessimism about the state of the world, giving both more opportunities to gain 
support. 
In 2006, the South African philosopher David Benatar published a book which is widely 
credited with introducing the term anti-natalism. In Better Never to Have Been: The 
Harm of Coming into Existence, Benatar quotes the Greek tragedian Sophocles (“Never 
to have been born is best / But if we must see the light, the next best / Is quickly returning 
whence we came”) and the text of Ecclesiastes (“So I have praised the dead that are already 
dead more than the living that are yet alive; but better than both of them is he who has not 
yet been, who has not seen the evil work that is done under the sun”). These quotes suggest 
that the sentiments at the heart of anti-natalism have been around for a very long time. 
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In modern history, another strain of thought emerged, warning against the dangers of 
population growth. In the late 18th century, Thomas Malthus sounded the alarm that the 
population would outstrip the food supply. In 1968, a Stanford biologist named Paul Ehrlich 
published the bestselling book The Population Bomb and co-founded the organization Zero 
Population Growth (later renamed Population Connection), arguing that the growth in 
global population would lead to famines and ecological crisis. He also suggested that people 
have no more than two children. 
One member of Zero Population Growth struck out on his own with a much more radical 
agenda. A man named Les Knight launched the Voluntary Human Extinction Movement 
(VHEMT) with the goal of “Phasing out the human race by voluntarily ceasing to breed”, as 
stated on the website that he launched in 1996. 
While Benatar also sought to discourage reproduction, his ideas grew out of different 
premises. The objective of anti-natalism, as Benatar sees it, is to reduce human suffering. 
Since life inevitably involves some amount of suffering, bringing another person into the 
world introduces the guarantee of some harm. He argued that “the quality of even the best 
lives is very bad – and considerably worse than most people recognize it to be. Although it 
is obviously too late to prevent our own existence, it is not too late to prevent the existence 
of future possible people.” 
Dana Wells, the Dallas-based YouTuber, felt validated by Benatar’s work. About five years 
ago, she reunited with her biological brother (she was adopted), and he grilled her about 
why she didn’t have children. Feeling annoyed after their meeting, she searched online for 
books – “I’m a reader. I’m a nerd,” she says – in hopes of finding out about others who 
didn’t want kids. 
For the first time, she encountered the terms “childfree” and “anti-natalism”. She began “to 
see that this life game is an imposition”. For her, it was simple: “Living things can be 
harmed. Non-living things cannot be harmed.” 
As “The Friendly Antinatalist”, she posts videos with titles like First American Use of the 
Term ‘Antinatalism’ and Can Parents Be Antinatalists? The answer to that question is yes, 
Wells says, looking into the camera. “It would be great if all anti-natalists could be 
childfree, but the world just doesn’t work out that way, you know? Especially for people 
who have recently learned about anti-natalism … you can’t fault those people for having 
children in the 70s, 80s, or 90s.” 
She also discusses the distinctions between true anti-natalists (those who believe that 
creating new life is always wrong); the childfree (who don’t want kids themselves but don’t 
necessarily consider procreation unethical); and “denatalists” (who disapprove of 
procreation only under certain conditions such as people with genetic disabilities they will 
pass on to offspring, though this disapproval doesn’t usually transfer to racial or ethnic 
groups). Real anti-natalism, Wells emphasizes, means opposing all births, under all 
circumstances. 
Wells also uses her videos to address tensions among true anti-natalists. “The biggest rift is 
between the vegans and the non-vegans,” she told me. To Benatar and his followers, the 
values of anti-natalism – that is, the imperative to avoid harm – apply not only to humans 
but to all sentient beings. 
This brings us to perhaps the most unexpected aspect of anti-natalism: taken to its logical 
conclusion, it implies that not only humans but all sentient beings should be spared from 
life. As Benatar writes toward the end of the book, “it would be better if humans (and other 
species) became extinct.” As a result, many, but not all, anti-natalists are vegans. (The 
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Antinatalism page on Facebook has about 7,000 followers; the Antinatalist Vegans page has 
more than 13,000.) 
The challenge for anti-natalists – especially those who believe that not only humans but 
other species would be better off nonexistent – is how to achieve their goals without 
imposing additional suffering. 
 
Read Full Article in link below3 

 

Announcements and Things to Come 
 
 
Studies and Encouragements. 
 

• Communion, 1st Sunday Each Month 10am.  
• Prayer meeting / Bible Study resume 15th January 2020, see Pr Edi. 
• Birthdays:  

o Sol Kereopa   7th January 
o Maria Giudetti   9th January 
o Juliet Kereopa  16th January 

• Senior Camp at Crystal Creek: Monday 6th to Friday 10th January 2020.  
• Ministries Including Women’s, Children, Kings Kids, Getting Deeper and 

Apt To Teach resuming from February 2020 (Unless he comes) 
• Prayer & Praise List 

Missionaries (Babia Family) 
Sunbury 
Government  
Christian Persecution. 
The Gospel to Friends/Family 
 

 
3 https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/nov/14/anti-natalists-childfree-population-climate-change  


