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“For whatsoever things were written 
aforetime were written for our learning, 
that we through patience and comfort of 

the scriptures might have hope”.  
Romans 15:4 
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Hymn To Remember 
Be Thou My Vision 

Translator: Mary E Byrne  
Source: Ancient Irish Circa 700AD 

 
 

1 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 
naught be all else to me, save that thou art - 

thou my best thought, by day or by night; 
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 

 
2 Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word; 

I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord. 
Thou my great Father; thine own may I be, 

thou in me dwelling and I one with thee. 
 

3 Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise; 
thou mine inheritance, now and always; 

thou and thou only first in my heart, 
high King of heaven, my treasure thou art. 

 
4 High King of heaven, my victory won, 

may I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s sun! 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 

still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 
 
 

According to mythology, when St. Patrick was a missionary in Ireland in the 5th century, King Logaire 
of Tara decreed that no one was allowed to light any fires until a pagan festival was begun by the 
lighting of a fire on Slane Hill. In a move of defiance against this pagan ritual, St. Patrick did light a fire, 
and, rather than execute him, the king was so impressed by his devotion that he let Patrick continue his 
missionary work. Three centuries later, a monk named Dallan Forgaill wrote the Irish poem, “Rop tú mo 
Baile” ("Be Thou my Vision), to remember and honor the faith of St. Patrick. Forgaill was martyred by 
pirates, but his poetry lived on as a part of the Irish monastic tradition for centuries until, in the early 
20th century, Mary Elizabeth Byrne translated the poem into English, and in 1912, Eleanor Hull versified 
the text into what is now a well-loved hymn and prayer that at every moment of our lives, God would 
be our vision above all else. 
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Order of Service 
 

 

 
Welcome 

 

Announcements   
 

Hymn – Be Thou My Vision 
 

Prayer Time 
 

Hymn– Wonderful Grace of Jesus 206 
 

Sermon – Bro Phil McKenzie 
 

Hymn – The Old Rugged Cross 113 
 

 
 

A word on The Word 
 
 
“The Bible, the whole Bible and nothing but the Bible is the religion 
of Christs Church”. 
 

- Charles	Haddon	Spurgeon	
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Sermon Notes 
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176 Words. 

  
“Therefore I esteem all thy precepts concerning all 

things to be right; and I hate every false way.” 

  (Ps 119:128) 
 
“There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the 

ways of death” (Pr 14:12), this sums up the reason for the psalmist to “hate 
every false way”. To those who know the infinite value of salvation and 
eternal cost of damnation, it is not unkind to despise the many ‘false ways’ 
that take the worlds fancies. Too many they are to enumerate; from false 
religions and philosophies to the distractions that take the affections of 
men. 

It is the precepts of the Lord that are right, anything else that stands in contrast 
to them is thereby naturally a ‘false way’, and every false way is hated by 
the Psalmist. Jesus said “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that entereth not 
by the door into the sheepfold, but climbeth up some other way, the same is 
a thief and a robber.” (John 10:1). 

There are indeed ‘other ways’ but these all lead to destruction, those who know 
the infinite gain of the truth and the infinite loss through error “hate every 
false way”.  

 
 
Pr Edi Giudetti 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

A Proverb For Memory 
 
 

“The slothful man roasteth not that which he took in 
hunting: but the substance of a diligent man is 

precious.” 
 

Proverbs 12:27 
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The Word Of Hope 
 

OBSERVE 

 
“O Lord God of heaven … that keepeth covenant and mercy for them that 
love him and observe his commandments” (Neh. 1:5b).  
“Whoso is wise, and will observe these things, even they shall understand 
the lovingkindness of the Lord” (Ps. 107:43).  
“Give me understanding, and I shall keep thy law; yea, I shall observe it 
with my whole heart” (Ps. 119:34).  
“My son, give me thine heart, and let thine eyes observe my ways” (Prov. 
23:26).  
“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations … teaching them to observe all 
things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, 
even unto the end of the world. Amen” (Matt. 28:19–20).  
“I charge thee before God … that thou observe these things without 
preferring one before another, doing nothing by partiality” (I Tim. 5:21). 

 

GOLDEN THOUGHT 

 
Observe all things whatever Jesus commanded. 
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Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice 
 (Philippians 4:4) 

Motivation in Service 
“Not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but as the servants of Christ, doing 
the will of God from the heart.” (Ephesians 6:6) 
MOTIVATION is so important in our service for God. It will determine the 
quality of our service. It will determine how consistent the service will be. 
The right motive will do wonders; the wrong motive can corrupt and ruin. 
Our verse speaks of both the wrong motive and the right motive. 

Wrong motive. “Not with eyeservice, as menpleasers.” Three things are 
said here about service done with the wrong motive. First, place of service. 
“Eyeservice.” Some will only serve where they are noticed and where it is 
before a big crowd. They will not serve in obscurity. If your motivation for 
service is guided by eyeservice, you will greatly limit the places where you 
will serve God. Second, praise for service. “Menpleasers.” Some serve only 
if they get the praise of men. The praise of God does not interest them. Such 
are like the Pharisees who “loved the praise of men more than the praise of 
God” (John 12:43). This attitude will also limit your service and it will 
corrupt your service, too; for you will compromise to gain the praise of men. 
Third, person of service. That is implied; if your motivation is eyeservice 
and menpleasers, you are serving self. That not only limits your service, but 
that also disqualifies you from serving God. 

Right motive. “Servants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart.” 
Three things are said about service with the right motive. First, the person of 
service. “Christ.” It is not self but the Savior that we are to serve. Second, 
the place of service. “Will of God.” It is the will of God that tells us the 
where of service (as well as the what and when and how). But the place of 
eyeservice is determined by the crowd, not by the will of God. Third, purity 
of service. “From the heart.” Our service for God must be heart service. It 
must therefore be genuine and pure. Some serve outwardly, but inwardly 
they are grumbling and complaining. That is not heart service, that is only 
outward service. God sees the heart and evaluates your service on the 
attitude of your heart. When your heart is right, your service will be right.1 

 
1 John G. Butler, Daily Bible Reading: Sermonettes, (Clinton, IA: LBC Publications, 2004), 2:342. 
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…Be Ready Always To Give An Answer… 
1 Peter 3:15 

The Anthropic Principle. 
…Continued 

 
Theistic Implications. Jastrow summarized the theistic implications well: “The 

anthropic principle … seems to say that science itself has proven, as a hard fact, 
that this universe was made, was designed, for man to live in. It’s a very theistic 
result” (Jastrow, “A Scientist Caught,” 17, emphasis added). That is, the 
incredible balance of multitudinous factors in the universe that make life possible 
on earth points to “fine tuning” by an intelligent Being. It leads one to believe that 
the universe was “providentially crafted” for our benefit. Nothing known to 
human beings is capable of “pretuning” the conditions of the universe to make 
life possible other than an intelligent Creator. Or, to put it another way, the kind 
of specificity and order in the universe that makes life possible on earth is just the 
kind of effect that is known to come from an intelligent cause. 

 
Astronomer Alan Sandage concluded that “the world is too complicated in all 

of its parts to be due to chance alone. I am convinced that the existence of life 
with all its order in each of its organisms is simply too well put together. Each 
part of a living thing depends on all its other parts to function. How does each part 
know? How is each part specified at conception. The more one learns of 
biochemistry the more unbelievable it becomes unless there is some kind of 
organizing principle—an architect for believers …” (Sandage, 54). And all of the 
conditions were set from the moment of the universe’s origin. 

 
Stephen Hawking described how the value of many fundamental numbers in 

nature’s laws “seem to have been very finely adjusted to make possible the 
development of life” and how “the initial configuration of the universe” appears 
to have been “very carefully chosen” (cited by Heeren, 67). In spite of the fact 
that only an intelligent cause can “carefully choose” anything, Hawking at this 
writing remains skeptical about God. He saw the evidence clearly and asked the 
right question when he wrote: “There may only be a small number of laws, which 
are self-consistent and which lead to complicated beings like ourselves who can 
ask the question: What is the nature of God? And even if there is only one unique 
set of possible laws, it is only a set of equations. What is it that breathes fire into 
the equations and makes a universe for them to govern?… Although science may 
solve the problem of how the universe began, it cannot answer the question: Why 
does the universe bother to exist?” Hawking adds, “I don’t know the answer to 
that” (Hawking, 99). 
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Albert Einstein did not hesitate to answer Hawking’s question when he said, 

“the harmony of natural law … reveals an intelligence of such superiority that, 
compared with it, all the systematic thinking and acting of human beings is an 
utterly insignificant reflection” (Einstein, 40). Even Nobel prize winner Steven 
Weinberg, an atheist, went so far as to say that “it seems to me that if the word 
‘God’ is to be of any use, it should be taken to mean an interested God, a creator 
and lawgiver who established not only the laws of nature and the universe but 
also standards of good and evil, some personality that is concerned with our 
actions, something in short that is appropriate for us to worship” (Weinberg, 244, 
emphasis added). Thus, the Anthropic Principle is based on the most recent 
astronomical evidence for the existence of a superintelligent Creator of the 
cosmos. In short, it provides the evidence for an updated Teleological Argument 
for God’s existence.2 

 

The Arrow Hit the Mark 
A society was some years ago established to distribute tracts by mail in the higher 

circles. One of these tracts, entitled, “Prepare to meet thy God,” was enclosed in an 
envelope, and sent by post to a gentleman well known for his ungodly life and his 
reckless impiety. He was in his study when he read this letter among others. 

“What’s that?” said he. “ ‘Prepare to meet thy God.’ Who has had the impudence 
to send me this cant?” And, with an imprecation on his unknown correspondent, he 
arose to put the paper in the fire. 

“No; I won’t do that,” he said to himself. “On second thoughts, I know what I will 
do. I’ll send it to my friend B——; it will be a good joke to hear what he’ll say about 
it.” 

So saying, he enclosed the tract in a fresh envelope, and in a feigned hand directed 
it to his boon companion. 

Mr. B—— was a man of his own stamp, and received the tract, as his friend had 
done, with an oath at the Methodist humbug; and his first impulse was to tear in pieces. 
“I’ll not tear it either,” said he to himself. “Prepare to meet thy God” at once arrested 
his attention and smote his conscience. The arrow of conviction entered his heart as he 
read, and he was converted. 

Almost his first thought was for his ungodly associates. “Have I received such 
blessed light and truth, and shall I not strive to communicate it to others?” He again 
folded the tract, and enclosed and directed it to one of his companions in sin. 
Wonderful to say, the little arrow hit the mark. His friend read. He also was converted; 
and both are now walking as the Lord’s redeemed ones. 

 
2 Geisler, N. L. (1999). Anthropic Principle. In Baker encyclopedia of Christian apologetics (pp. 27–28). Grand Rapids, MI: Baker 
Books. 
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Persecuted For Righteousness Sake 
(Matt 5:10) 

'War Against the Faithful': Chinese Gov't Tears 
Down Church Building as Christians Worship 
 
10-21-2019. Steve Warren 
 
In the latest blatant attack against the church-at-large in communist China, Chinese government 
authorities tore down a megachurch's building in the Funan, Anhui region, starting the demolition while 
the congregation was worshipping. The church's pastors were also arrested and detained.  
Government officials did not provide any documents ordering the 3,000-seat 
church building's demolition. But they did produce arrest warrants for 
leaders Geng Yimin and Sun Yongyao. Both pastors were detained on the 
charge of suspicion of "gathering a crowd to disturb social order. 
What's even more frightening to members of the congregation is that the 
church is a part of the communist country's officially recognized church 
network.  
"This is yet another clear example showing the escalation of religious 
persecution today by the Chinese Communist regime,"  
said ChinaAid President Bob Fu. "The total disregard of religious 
 freedom's protection as enshrined in the Communist Party's own 
Constitution tells the whole world President Xi is determined to continue his 
war against the peaceful Christian faithful. This campaign will surely fail in 
the end." 
 
Reports about attacks against Christians and other religious groups have been escalating out of China 
in recent years, including bulldozing churches and mosques, barring Tibetan children from Buddhist 
religious studies and incarcerating more than a million members of Islamic ethnic minorities in what are 
termed "re-education centers."  
China's government requires that Protestants worship only in churches recognized and regulated by the 
officially sanctioned Three-Self Patriotic Movement, although many more are part of independent 
congregations. 
The attack against the church in Funan is just as brazen as the raid staged by Chinese officials last 
December against the Early Rain Covenant Church. Several members of the church were imprisoned 
along with its pastor Wang Yi. 
As CBN News reported, Pastor Yi's home was raided and ransacked by police on Dec. 9.  The raid may 
have been triggered by a 7,300-word manifesto titled "Meditations on the Religious War," which Yi wrote 
and posted on social media.  
In it, he condemns China's Communist Party and urges Christians to perform acts of civil disobedience. 
Yi criticized the government for forcing its citizens to engage in "Caesar worship" by treating President 
Xi Jinping like a god. He wrote that ideology "is morally incompatible with the Christian faith and all 
those who uphold freedom of the mind and thought." 
In June, Yi's wife Jiang Rong, 46, and their son were released after spending six months in prison.  
There has still been no official word from the Chinese government about Pastor Yi, his present 
condition, or his whereabouts.  

 

 (Image credit: China Aid) 
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There is a way which seemeth right unto a man…  
(Prov 14:12a)  

 
One World Religion: Pope Francis Signs Historic Covenant With Islam  

 
POSTED	BY:	MICHAEL	SNYDER FEBRUARY	11,	2019	
 
One World Religion 

A	historic	interfaith	covenant	was	signed	in	
the	Middle	East	on	Monday,	and	the	
mainstream	media	in	the	United	States	has	
been	almost	entirely	silent	about	it.	Sheikh	
Ahmed	al-Tayeb	is	considered	to	be	the	most	
important	imam	in	Sunni	Islam,	and	he	arrived	
at	the	signing	ceremony	in	Abu	Dhabi	with	
Pope	Francis	“hand-in-hand	in	a	symbol	of	
interfaith	brotherhood”.	But	this	wasn’t	just	
a	ceremony	for	Catholics	and	Muslims.	
According	to	a	British	news	source,	the	signing	of	this	covenant	was	done	“in	front	of	a	global	audience	of	
religious	leaders	from	Christianity,	Islam,	Judaism	and	other	faiths”…	

The	pope	and	the	grand	imam	of	al-Azhar	have	signed	a	historic	declaration	of	fraternity,	calling	for	peace	
between	nations,	religions	and	races,	in	front	of	a	global	audience	of	religious	leaders	from	Christianity,	Islam,	
Judaism	and	other	faiths.	

Pope	Francis,	the	leader	of	the	world’s	Catholics,	and	Sheikh	Ahmed	al-Tayeb,	the	head	of	Sunni	Islam’s	most	
prestigious	seat	of	learning,	arrived	at	the	ceremony	in	Abu	Dhabi	hand-in-hand	in	a	symbol	of	interfaith	
brotherhood.	

In	other	words,	there	was	a	concerted	effort	to	make	sure	that	all	of	the	religions	of	the	world	were	
represented	at	this	gathering.	

According	to	the	official	Vatican	website,	a	tremendous	amount	of	preparation	went	in	to	the	drafting	of	
this	document,	and	it	encourages	believers	from	all	religions	“to	shake	hands,	embrace	one	another,	kiss	
one	another,	and	even	pray”	with	one	another…	

The	document,	signed	by	Pope	Francis	and	the	Grand	Imam	of	al-Azhar,	Ahmed	el-Tayeb,	was	prepared	“with	
much	reflection	and	prayer”,	the	Pope	said.	The	one	great	danger	at	this	moment,	he	continued,	is	“destruction,	
war,	hatred	between	us.”	“If	we	believers	are	not	able	to	shake	hands,	embrace	one	another,	kiss	one	another,	
and	even	pray,	our	faith	will	be	defeated”,	he	said.	The	Pope	explained	that	the	document	“is	born	of	faith	in	
God	who	is	the	Father	of	all	and	the	Father	of	peace;	it	condemns	all	destruction,	all	terrorism,	from	the	first	
terrorism	in	history,	that	of	Cain.”	

There	is	a	lot	of	language	about	peace	in	this	document,	but	it	goes	way	beyond	just	advocating	for	peace.	
Over	and	over	again,	the	word	“God”	is	used	to	simultaneously	identify	Allah	and	the	God	of	Christianity.	
Here	is	just	one	example…	

‘We,	who	believe	in	God	and	in	the	final	meeting	with	Him	and	His	judgment,	on	the	basis	of	our	religious	and	
moral	responsibility,	and	through	this	Document,	call	upon	ourselves,	upon	the	leaders	of	the	world	as	well	as	
the	architects	of	international	policy	and	world	economy,	to	work	strenuously	to	spread	the	culture	of	
tolerance	and	of	living	together	in	peace;	to	intervene	at	the	earliest	opportunity	to	stop	the	shedding	of	
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innocent	blood	and	bring	an	end	to	wars,	conflicts,	environmental	decay	and	the	moral	and	cultural	decline	
that	the	world	is	presently	experiencing.’	

On	top	of	that,	the	document	also	boldly	declares	that	“the	diversity	of	religions”	that	we	see	in	the	world	
was	“willed	by	God”…	

‘Freedom	is	a	right	of	every	person:	each	individual	enjoys	the	freedom	of	belief,	thought,	expression	and	action.	
The	pluralism	and	the	diversity	of	religions,	colour,	sex,	race	and	language	are	willed	by	God	in	His	wisdom,	
through	which	He	created	human	beings.	This	divine	wisdom	is	the	source	from	which	the	right	to	freedom	of	
belief	and	the	freedom	to	be	different	derives.	Therefore,	the	fact	that	people	are	forced	to	adhere	to	a	certain	
religion	or	culture	must	be	rejected,	as	too	the	imposition	of	a	cultural	way	of	life	that	others	do	not	accept;’	

In	essence,	this	is	saying	that	it	is	the	will	of	God	that	there	are	hundreds	of	different	religions	in	the	world	
and	that	they	are	all	acceptable	in	His	sight.	We	know	that	the	elite	want	a	one	world	religion,	but	to	see	
the	most	important	clerics	from	both	Catholicism	and	Islam	make	such	a	dramatic	public	push	for	it	is	
absolutely	stunning.	

You	can	find	the	full	text	of	the	covenant	that	they	signed	on	the	official	Vatican	website.	3	

Announcements and Things to Come 
 
Studies and Encouragements. 
 

• Communion, 1st Sunday Each Month 10am.  
• Prayer meeting / Bible Study Every Wednesday. Please see David for 

further details.  
• Birthdays:  
• GETTING DEEPER STUDIES TBA.  
• Apt To Teach Begins again next year (Unless he comes!) 
• General Business Meeting 15th December, 1pm. 
• Christmas Luncheon 22nd December, 1pm. 
• Prayer & Praise List 

Missionaries (Bell Family) 
Sunbury 
Government  
The Gospel to Friends/Family 
Christian Persecution. 
 

 
3 http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/travels/2019/outside/documents/papa-
francesco_20190204_documento-fratellanza-umana.html 


