
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

 
Welcome to Hope Baptist Church 

 
Sunday 29th of December 2019 

 
 
 

531 Elizabeth Dr Sunbury 
Service Sundays 10:30am today  

 
 

www.hopebc.org.au 
 

“For whatsoever things were written 
aforetime were written for our learning, 
that we through patience and comfort of 

the scriptures might have hope”.  
Romans 15:4 
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Order of Service 
 

 
Welcome 

 

Announcements   
 

Hymn – Angels From The Realms of Glory 99 
 

Prayer Time 
 

Hymn– O Little Town of Bethlehem 92 
 

Reading – Luke 1:67-80 
 

Sermon – The Way of Peace 
 

Hymn – Joy To The World 87 
 
 
 

A word on The Word 
 
 
“To put away the scriptures from the minds study is the certain way 
to prevent their influencing the outward conversation. Backsliders 
begin with dusty Bibles, and go on to filthy garments”. 
 

- Charles	Haddon	Spurgeon	
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Sermon Notes 
The Way Of Peace 

 
Darkness is The Present Absence of Light (Lk 1:77-79, Jn 3:19, Matt 6:23) 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….…
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………..……………………………………………………………………………………… … 
………………….…………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
Death Is The Present Absence of Life (Lk 1:79, Col 2:13, Eph 2:1 & 5, Rom 6:23, Rom 3:18, Prov 8:36, Jer 
8:11, 1 Thess 5:3) 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………  
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………  
 

………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
Light is The Knowledge That Prepares The Way (Lk 1:76-79, 2 Cor 4:6, Isa 9:2, 40:3-5, 60:1-3, Lk 3:2-
14) 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………  
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………  
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
Salvation Through Christ Is The Way Of Peace (Prov 16:25, Rom 3:16-18, 1 Thess 3:5, Isa 53:4-11, James 
5:20, Prov 11:30) 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
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176 Words. 

  
“I opened my mouth, and panted: for I longed for 

thy commandments.” 

  (Ps 119:131) 
 
It is not unusual for the dog that thirsts for the water that giveth life to pant for 

it. It is the physical representation of the needs of the body to sustain itself, 
to refresh itself, to nourish itself and finally to quench that which it longs 
for. How true that is with respect to the words of everlasting life? For the 
words the Lord has spoken to us, “…they are spirit and they are life” 
(John 6:63). 

The longing for the commandments of the Lord are akin to the longing for the 
Lord himself, we hunger and thirst after righteousness (Mt 5:6), so too we 
long for the word of the Lord. This is the fountain of life, “Lord to whom 
shall we go? Thou hast the words of eternal life” (Jn 6:68), is this not true 
for you? Not only is there no other place to turn for the fulfillment of our 
longing, but there is no other place I desire to turn to. “As the hart panteth 
after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, O God. (Ps 42:1) 

 
 
Pr Edi Giudetti 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

A Proverb For Memory 
 
 

“A man shall eat good by the fruit of his mouth: but the 
soul of the transgressors shall eat violence.” 

 
Proverbs 13:2 
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The Word Of Hope 
 

WRITTEN 

“Thine eyes did see my substance, yet being unperfect; and in thy book all 
my members were written, which in continuance were fashioned, when as 
yet there was none of them.” (Ps. 139:16).  

“But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, 
but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.” (Matt. 4:4).  

“And Jesus answered and said unto him, Get thee behind me, Satan: for it 
is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou 
serve.” (Luke 4:8).  

“As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one” (Rom. 3:10).  

“Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy” (I Pet. 1:16).  

“And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the 
lake of fire” (Rev. 20:15).  

“And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither 
whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are 
written in the Lamb’s book of life” (Rev. 21:27). 

 

GOLDEN THOUGHT 
 

It is written, “Man shall not live by bread alone.” 
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Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice 
 (Philippians 4:4) 

Blessings for the Dead 
“And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead which 
die in the Lord from henceforth; Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their 
labors; and their works do follow them.” (Revelation 14:13) 

THIS text is a great encouragement to God’s people. It is not, however, an 
encouragement to the ungodly. This verse speaks of great blessings for the dead. It 
tells of the requirement for the blessing, the rest in the blessing, and the rewards in 
the blessing. 

 
Requirement for the blessing. “Which die in the Lord.” To die in the Lord means 

that you lived for the Lord. Centuries earlier, Balaam, a compromising prophet, said, 
“Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my last end be like his!” (Numbers 
23:10). This is a great prayer, but Balaam did not die the death of the righteous, for 
he did not live the life of the righteous. You will not die in the Lord if you refuse to 
receive Christ as your Savior. 

 
Rest in the blessing. “They may rest from their labors.” Life is full of labor. The 

word translated “labors” here has wide meaning and includes misery and trouble 
and grief as well as hard work which wearies the body. Those who die in the Lord 
will find rest from their heartaches as well as their backaches. Heaven will be a 
glorious place for the godly, for they will find great rest from the burdens of life of 
this earth. But this blessing is not for the ungodly, for the wicked “cannot rest” 
(Isaiah 57:20). 

 
Rewards in the blessing. “Their works do follow them.” This means the godly will 

be rewarded for their righteous works. This is not talking about salvation. This is 
talking about the works which the redeemed have done after their salvation. 
Sometimes we are tempted to become weary in well-doing and wonder if it really 
pays to do right. But this verse encourages us that it does indeed pay to do right. 
When we reach heaven’s shore, our “works do follow” us. And then we will learn as 
never before that it does indeed pay to do right. Living godly may not bring many 
accolades in this life, but eternity will be a different story.1 

 
1 John G. Butler, Daily Bible Reading: Sermonettes, (Clinton, IA: LBC Publications, 2004), 2:363. 
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Persecuted For Righteousness Sake 
(Matt 5:10) 

Russian security agencies targeting Christians for punitive restrictions under 
new “anti-extremism” law  

 

17 December 2019 

Russian security agencies are using sweeping surveillance powers of the “Yarovaya Law”, 
introduced in 2016, to impose harsh restrictions on evangelical Christian groups in the name 
of tackling vaguely defined “extremist” activities. 

The punitive law, which imposes tough fines and 
even potential expulsion from Russia, places 
heightened restrictions on religious groups including 
requiring an official permit to meet outside officially 
registered religious buildings. This, in effect, outlaws 
prayer and other meetings held in Christians’ homes 
as well as criminalising house churches. 

The controversial provisions of the law give security 
agencies access to private communications held by 
telecom companies including ‘phone conversations and text messages. Concerns have been 
raised that email and other electronic communications inviting interested individuals to 
church services could also be banned. 

The restrictions of the "Yarovaya Law" clearly target Protestant Christian groups and 
activities. However, Russian Orthodox leaders have also raised alarms in the past three years 
over the draconian law.  

“There are practically no Protestants that haven't been impacted by the law,” said a pastor of 
a registered Protestant church in Moscow. “I lead a congregation of 50 people, and almost 
every Sunday a police squad interrupts our services … Sometimes, local authorities dress up 
like civilians and knock on our door, asking to be let in so they can ‘pray’. If we don't let them 
in, they film us turning them away and then use the footage against us. And if we do let them 
in, then they take pictures inside the church to identify ways that we are violating the 
‘Yarovaya Law’. We have had to pay several fines for ‘illegal missionary activity’.” 

A study of the law’s impact over the past two years, carried out by the Slavic Legal Centre 
and others, found no religious extremist or terrorist cases, but instead a plethora of harsh 
restrictions that have been placed on Christians for legitimate and harmless activities. 

In the city of Noyabrsk, pastors from a Baptist denomination were fined for building a 
children’s playground near a church. Police claimed that the children could be subjected to 
“illegal missionary activity” by reading the religious literature found when they searched the 
building. 
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A Christian husband and wife, in the Ivanovo region, were investigated for “illegal 
missionary activity” after praying together before a meal while out to dinner with friends. 
The couple were later declared an “unregistered religious group” by the authorities. 

Paradoxically, Russia’s President Vladimir Putin pledged “do everything” to protect 
Christians facing severe persecution in the Middle East at a meeting with Church leaders in 
Hungary on 30 October.2 

 
 
 
 

Announcements and Things to Come 
 
 
Studies and Encouragements. 
 

• Communion, 1st Sunday Each Month 10am.  
• Prayer meeting / Bible Study resume in January 2020 TBA 
• Birthdays:  
• Senior Camp at Crystal Creek: Monday 6th to Friday 10th January 2020. Ages  

13yrs to 17yrs.  
• Ministries Including Women’s, Children, Kings Kids, Getting Deeper and 

Apt To Teach resuming from February 2020 (Unless he comes) 
• Prayer & Praise List 

Missionaries (Bell Family) 
Sunbury 
Government  
The Gospel to Friends/Family 
Christian Persecution. 
 

 
2 https://barnabasfund.org/au/news/russian-security-agencies-targeting-christians-for-punitive-restrictions-under-new-“anti 


