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“For whatsoever things were written 
aforetime were written for our learning, 
that we through patience and comfort of 

the scriptures might have hope”.  
Romans 15:4 
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Hymn To Remember 
Be Thou My Vision 

Translator: Mary E Byrne  
Source: Ancient Irish Circa 700AD 

 
 

1 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 
naught be all else to me, save that thou art - 

thou my best thought, by day or by night; 
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 

 
2 Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word; 

I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord. 
Thou my great Father; thine own may I be, 

thou in me dwelling and I one with thee. 
 

3 Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise; 
thou mine inheritance, now and always; 

thou and thou only first in my heart, 
high King of heaven, my treasure thou art. 

 
4 High King of heaven, my victory won, 

may I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s sun! 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 

still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 
 
 

According to mythology, when St. Patrick was a missionary in Ireland in the 5th century, King Logaire 
of Tara decreed that no one was allowed to light any fires until a pagan festival was begun by the 
lighting of a fire on Slane Hill. In a move of defiance against this pagan ritual, St. Patrick did light a fire, 
and, rather than execute him, the king was so impressed by his devotion that he let Patrick continue his 
missionary work. Three centuries later, a monk named Dallan Forgaill wrote the Irish poem, “Rop tú mo 
Baile” ("Be Thou my Vision), to remember and honor the faith of St. Patrick. Forgaill was martyred by 
pirates, but his poetry lived on as a part of the Irish monastic tradition for centuries until, in the early 
20th century, Mary Elizabeth Byrne translated the poem into English, and in 1912, Eleanor Hull versified 
the text into what is now a well-loved hymn and prayer that at every moment of our lives, God would 
be our vision above all else. 
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Order of Service 
 

 

 
Welcome 

 

Announcements   
 

Hymn – Be Thou My Vision 
 

Prayer Time 
 

Hymn– Victory In Jesus 496 
 

Sermon – Bro Cody Kereopa 
 

Hymn – Tis So Sweet To Trust In Jesus 257 
 

 
 

A word on The Word 
 
 
“And the better I understand the Word, the more I will enjoy 
communion with my Father in the Spirits power.” 
 
 

- H.A Ironside 

 
 
 
 
 



	 4 
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176 Words. 

  
“Therefore I love thy commandments above gold; 

yea, above fine gold.” 

  (Ps 119:127) 
 
Historically there is something incredibly unique about Gold. We are not sure if 

it is the shine, the density and the weight, its softness or purity. Nor are we 
sure how it came to be used as a medium of exchange with a value far 
above any other metal. But we do know that it has had the strangest of 
holds upon mankind for thousands of years. 

It is sought after more than any commodity, it is stored in greater quantity than 
any other metal; and the incredible extremes man has gone about to 
safeguard it, is legendary. Mankind has lived for it, killed for it and gone 
insane over it. It is used as an item of adornment, and known as the most 
enduring demonstration of ones love for another. To this very day it is also 
the single element of the periodic table that man is willing to go to war 
over its attainment, and safeguard.  

But the Word of God has value infinitely greater, and infinitely more worthy of 
our devotion, that Gold. 

 
 
Pr Edi Giudetti 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
A Proverb For Memory 

 
 

“The righteous is more excellent than his neighbour: 
but the way of the wicked seduceth them.” 

 
Proverbs 12:26 

 



	 6 

The Word Of Hope 
 

INSTRUCTION 

 

“I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go: I will 
guide thee with mine eye” (Ps. 32:8).  
Solomon wrote, “To know wisdom and instruction; to perceive the words of 
understanding” (Prov. 1:2).  
“O ye children … hear instruction, and be wise, and refuse it not” (Prov. 
8:32b–33). “The fear of the Lord is the instruction of wisdom; and before 
honour is humility” (Prov. 15:33).  
“Who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we 
have the mind of Christ” (I Cor. 2:16).  
“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: that the man of 
God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works” (II Tim. 
3:16–17). 

 

GOLDEN THOUGHT 

 

All Scripture is profitable for instruction. 
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Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice 
 (Philippians 4:4) 

Desirable Conduct 
 

“Let all things be done decently and in order.”  
(1 Cor. 14:40) 

WHILE this verse was written primarily about conduct in church services, the 
principle is good for every area of our life. Paul gives two rules for desirable 
conduct. They consist of propriety and priorities. 

Propriety. “Let all things be done decently.” The word translated 
“decently” means to be honorable, correct, decorous, marked by propriety, 
and it involves honesty. The word meaning also involves good taste in 
conduct and appearance. The word shows up three times in the New 
Testament, and twice it is translated “honestly” and once “decently.” We 
certainly would like to see more of this kind of behavior in our society. But 
instead of decent behavior, we see decadent behavior. And this decadent 
behavior shows up at church, too. The way people dress to go to church is 
disgusting. Sloppy clothes and unkempt appearance is anything but decent. It 
certainly is not honorable. It shows disrespect for God and for worship. Of 
course, some cannot afford good clothes, but that is not the problem here. The 
problem here is not poverty but propriety. 

Priorities. “And in order.” The word translated “order” means to put in 
order or according to rank. The church at Corinth had trouble in their church 
services in that they were run very disorderly. The services were conducted 
without order. Many lives are run the same way. But living a helter-skelter 
lifestyle is not the kind of life that pleases God. To live “in order,” as our 
verse directs, one needs to get his priorities right. First things first. Christ 
gave a good command for priorities when He said, “Seek ye first the kingdom 
of God, and his righteousness” (Matthew 6:33). First things first starts with 
putting the Lord first in our lives. Without Him being in the right place, you 
can forget about doing things “in order.” They will instead be a confused 
mess. The problem with many folk is that so many things come before the 
Lord in their lives. We especially cause problems when we put self before the 
Lord. If you want order in your life, which will give you an efficient life, get 
your priorities right.1 

 
1 John G. Butler, Daily Bible Reading: Sermonettes, (Clinton, IA: LBC Publications, 2004), 2:335. 
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…Be Ready Always To Give An Answer… 
1 Peter 3:15 

 

The Anthropic Principle. 
 

The anthropic principle (Greek: anthropos, “human being”) states that the 
universe was fitted from the very first moment of its existence for the 
emergence of life in general and human life in particular (see BIG BANG; 
EVOLUTION, BIOLOGICAL; THERMODYNAMICS, LAWS OF). As agnostic 
astronomer, Robert Jastrow, noted, the universe is amazingly preadapted to the 
eventual appearance of humanity (see “A Scientist Caught”). For if there were 
even the slightest variation at the moment of the big bang, making conditions 
different, even to a small degree, no life of any kind would exist. In order for 
life to be present today an incredibly restrictive set of demands must have been 
present in the early universe—and they were. 

Supporting Evidence. Not only does the scientific evidence point to a 
beginning of the cosmos, but it points to a very sophisticated high tuning of the 
universe from the very beginning that makes human life possible. For life to be 
present today, an incredibly restrictive set of demands must have been present 
in the early universe: 

 1.Oxygen comprises 21 percent of the atmosphere. If it were 25 percent, fires 
would erupt, if 15 percent, human beings would suffocate. 

 2.If the gravitational force were altered by 1 part in 1040 (that’s 10 followed by 
forty zeroes), the sun would not exist, and the moon would crash into the earth 
or sheer off into space (Heeren, 196). Even a slight increase in the force of 
gravity would result in all the stars being much more massive than our sun, 
with the effect that the sun would burn too rapidly and erratically to sustain 
life. 

 3.If the centrifugal force of planetary movements did not precisely balance the 
gravitational forces, nothing could be held in orbit around the sun. 

 4.If the universe was expanding at a rate one millionth more slowly than it is, 
the temperature on earth would be 10,000 degrees C. (ibid., 185). 

 5.The average distance between stars in our galaxy of 100 billion stars is 30 
trillion miles. If that distance was altered slightly, orbits would become erratic, 
and there would be extreme temperature variations on earth. (Traveling at 
space shuttle speed, seventeen thousand miles an hour or five miles a second, 
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it would take 201,450 years to travel 30 trillion miles.) 
 6.Any of the laws of physics can be described as a function of the velocity of 

light (now defined to be 186,282 miles a second). Even a slight variation in the 
speed of light would alter the other constants and preclude the possibility of 
life on earth (Ross, 126). 

 7.If Jupiter was not in its current orbit, we would be bombarded with space 
material. Jupiter’s gravitational field acts as a cosmic vacuum cleaner, 
attracting asteroids and comets that would otherwise strike earth (ibid., 196). 

 8.If the thickness of the earth’s crust was greater, too much oxygen would be 
transferred to the crust to support life. If it were thinner, volcanic and tectonic 
activity would make life untenable (ibid., 130). 

 9.If the rotation of the earth took longer than 24 hours, temperature differences 
would be too great between night and day. If the rotation period was shorter, 
atmospheric wind velocities would be too great. 

 10. Surface temperature differences would be too great if the axial tilt of the 
earth were altered slightly. 

 11. If the atmospheric discharge (lightning) rate were greater, there would be 
too much fire destruction; if it were less, there would be too little nitrogen 
fixing in the soil. 

 12. If there were more seismic activity, much life would be lost. If there was 
less, nutrients on the ocean floors and in river runoff would not be cycled back 
to the continents through tectonic uplift. Even earthquakes are necessary to 
sustain life as we know it. 

As early as the 1960s it was explained why, on anthropic grounds, “we 
should expect to observe a world that possesses precisely three spatial 
dimensions” (Barrow, 247). Robert Dicke found “that in fact it may be 
necessary for the universe to have the enormous size and complexity which 
modern astronomy has revealed, in order for the earth to be a possible 
habitation for living beings” (ibid.). Likewise, the mass, the entropy level of 
the universe, the stability of the proton, and innumerable other things must be 
just right to make life possible.2 

 

 
2 Geisler, N. L. (1999). Anthropic Principle. In Baker encyclopedia of Christian apologetics (pp. 26–27). Grand 
Rapids, MI: Baker Books. 
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Persecuted For Righteousness Sake 
(Matt 5:10) 

Public outcry over Turkish anti-Christian, anti-Semitic 
billboards in Konya 

 

29 October 2019 

After widespread public complaint, authorities in Turkey removed billboards displaying a 
quote from the Quran declaring that Muslims should not befriend either Christians or 
Jews. 

The quote was accompanied by a drawing of a Christian cross and Jewish star of David 
with blood dripping from them. 

The chilling poster campaign by Turkish 
authorities warned against Muslims 
befriending Christians or Jews 

 

Reported to have been issued 
by Konya’s Islamist Justice and 
Development Party (AKP), the 
posters were displayed at bus 
stops throughout the city of 
Konya. They quote Q.5:51 of the 
Quran that states, “Do not take 
the Jews and the Christians as 
allies.” The quote goes on to 
state, “They are [in fact] allies 
of one another. And whoever is 

an ally to them among you – then indeed, he is [one] of them. Indeed, Allah guides not 
the wrongdoing people.” 

Complaints were received from members of the public over concern that the posters 
could incite religious hatred and that the content was “hateful” to religious minorities. 
Both Jews and Christians are tiny minorities in this overwhelmingly Muslim-majority 
country. 
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There is a way which seemeth right unto a man…  
(Prov 14:12a)  

 

BCI: The Final Frontier Of Mind Reading Tech Is Very Close 
POSTED	BY:	OSCAR	SCHWARTZ	VIA	THE	GUARDIAN	(U) OCTOBER	24,	2019 

Social	media	companies	can	already	use	online	data	to	make	reliable	guesses	about	pregnancy	or	suicidal	
ideation	–	and	new	BCI	technology	will	push	this	even	further.	

It’s	raining	on	your	walk	to	the	station	after	work,	but	you	don’t	have	an	umbrella.	Out	of	the	corner	of	your	
eye,	you	see	a	rain	jacket	in	a	shop	window.	You	think	to	yourself:	“A	rain	jacket	like	that	would	be	perfect	
for	weather	like	this.”	

Later,	as	you’re	scrolling	on	Instagram	on	the	
train,	you	see	a	similar-looking	jacket.	You	
take	a	closer	look.	Actually,	it’s	exactly	the	
same	one	–	and	it’s	a	sponsored	post.	You	feel	
a	sudden	wave	of	paranoia:	did	you	say	
something	out	loud	about	the	jacket?	Had	
Instagram	somehow	read	your	mind?	

While	social	media’s	algorithms	sometimes	
appear	to	“know”	us	in	ways	that	can	feel	
almost	telepathic,	ultimately	their	insights	
are	the	result	of	a	triangulation	of	millions	of	

recorded	externalized	online	actions:	clicks,	searches,	likes,	conversations,	purchases	and	so	on.	This	is	life	
under	surveillance	capitalism.	

As	powerful	as	the	recommendation	algorithms	have	become,	we	still	assume	that	our	innermost	dialogue	
is	internal	unless	otherwise	disclosed.	But	recent	advances	in	brain-computer	interface	(BCI)	technology,	
which	integrates	cognitive	activity	with	a	computer,	might	challenge	this.	

In	the	past	year,	researchers	have	demonstrated	that	it	is	possible	to	translate	directly	from	brain	activity	
into	synthetic	speech	or	text	by	recording	and	decoding	a	person’s	neural	signals,	using	sophisticated	AI	
algorithms.	

While	such	technology	offers	a	promising	horizon	for	those	suffering	from	neurological	conditions	that	
affect	speech,	this	research	is	also	being	followed	closely,	and	occasionally	funded,	by	technology	companies	
like	Facebook.	A	shift	to	brain-computer	interfaces,	they	propose,	will	offer	a	revolutionary	way	to	
communicate	with	our	machines	and	each	other,	a	direct	line	between	mind	and	device.	

But	will	the	price	we	pay	for	these	cognitive	devices	be	an	incursion	into	our	last	bastion	of	real	privacy?	
Are	we	ready	to	surrender	our	cognitive	liberty	for	more	streamlined	online	services	and	better	targeted	
ads?	

A BCI is a device that allows for direct communication between the brain and a machine. 
Foundational to this technology is the ability to decode neural signals that arise in the brain 
into commands that can be recognized by the machine. 

Because neural signals in the brain are often noisy, decoding is extremely difficult. While the 
past two decades have seen some success decoding sensory-motor signals into computational 



	 12 

commands – allowing for impressive feats like moving a cursor across a screen with the mind 
or manipulating a robotic arm – brain activity associated with other forms of cognition, like 
speech, have remained too complex to decode. 

But advances in deep learning, an AI technique that mimics the brain’s ability to learn from 
experience, is changing what’s possible. In April this year, a research team at the University of 
California, San Francisco, published results of a successful attempt at translating neural 
activity into speech via a deep-learning powered BCI.3 

Announcements and Things to Come 
 
Studies and Encouragements. 
 

• Communion, 1st Sunday Each Month 10am.  
• Prayer meeting / Bible Study Every Wednesday. Please see David for 

further details.  
• Birthdays:  
• GETTING DEEPER STUDIES TBA.  
• Apt To Teach Begins again next year (Unless he comes!) 
• General Business Meeting 15th December, 1pm. 
• Christmas Luncheon 22nd December, 1pm. 
• Prayer & Praise List 

Missionaries (Bell Family) 
Sunbury 
Government  
The Gospel to Friends/Family 
Christian Persecution. 
 

 
3 Full Article: https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2019/oct/24/mind-reading-tech-private-companies-access-brains 


