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“For whatsoever things were written 
aforetime were written for our learning, 
that we through patience and comfort of 

the scriptures might have hope”.  
Romans 15:4 



	 2 

Hymn  
Away In A Manger 

 
Author: (attributed to) Martin Luther (1483 – 1546) 

 
 

1 Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 
the little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head; 

the stars in the bright sky looked down where He lay, 
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

 

2 The cattle are lowing, the Baby awakes, 
but little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes. 

I love Thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky 
and stay by my side until morning is nigh. 

 

3 Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay 
close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care, 
and fit us for heaven, to live with Thee there. 

 
Author (attributed to): Martin Luther 
 
Luther, Martin, born at Eisleben, Nov. 10, 1483; entered the University 
of Erfurt, 1501 (B.A. 1502, M.A.. 1503); became an Augustinian monk, 
1505; ordained priest, 1507; appointed Professor at the University of 
Wittenberg, 1508, and in 1512 D.D.; published his 95 Theses, 1517; 
and burnt the Papal Bull which had condemned them, 1520; attended 
the Diet of Worms, 1521; translated the Bible into German, 1521-34; 
and died at Eisleben, Feb. 18, 1546. The details of his life and of his 
work as a reformer are accessible to English readers in a great variety 
of forms. Luther had a huge influence on German hymnody. i. Hymn 
Books.  
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Order of Service 
 

 
Welcome 

 

Announcements   
 

Hymn – Hark The Herald Angels Sing 93 
 

Prayer Time 
 

Hymn– Away In A Manger 86 
 

Reading – Luke 8:40-48 
 

Sermon – Peace 
 

Hymn – Joy To The World 87 
 

A word on The Word 
 
“Heaven and earth, all the emperors, kings and princes of the 
world, could not raise a fit dwelling-place for God; yet, in a weak 
human soul, that keeps his word, he willingly resides. Isaiah calls 
heaven the Lord’s seat and Earth his footstool (Isa 66:1); he does 
not call them his dweeling-place; when we seek after God, we shall 
find him with them that keep his Word. Christ says: “If a man love 
me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will 
come unto him, and make our abode with him. (Jn 14:23)”. 
 

- Martin	Luther	
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Sermon Notes 
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176 Words. 

  
“PE. Thy testimonies are wonderful: therefore doth my 

soul keep them.” 

  (Ps 119:129) 
 
The beginning of this seventeenth octave is the first of two descriptive 

statements respecting the Word of the Lord, the next is a response for the 
word and then four verses of petition, with the last verse of the Octave 
being a confession unto the Lord. All of which affirm indeed that the 
testimonies of the Lord are wonderful. 

The bringing in of the light of those words manifests within us a longing for 
them. The desire for mercy, the concern over iniquity, the fear of 
oppression and the plea to be taught, precede the tears that flow from the 
psalmist’s inability to keep the words proclaimed as wonderful at the first 
(see v 130-136). 

 Nevertheless, the testimonies of the Lord are wonderful, we rejoice in them and 
the ongoing work within our lives. It is for this reason we return to them 
each day; we glean its pages for the perfect fruit that so nourishes us, just 
as the garden in Eden so nourished Adam, and like the command given 
him for it, our soul keeps thy testimonies.   

 
 
Pr Edi Giudetti 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

A Proverb For Memory 
 
 

“In the way of righteousness is life; and in the pathway 
thereof there is no death.” 

 
Proverbs 12:28 
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The Word Of Hope 
 

VESSEL 
“I am forgotten as a dead man out of mind: I am like a broken vessel.” (Ps. 
31:12).  

“But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, 
to bear my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel” 
(Acts 9:15).  

“And that he might make known the riches of his glory on the vessels of 
mercy, which he had afore prepared unto glory” (Rom. 9:23).  

“But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the 
power may be of God, and not of us” (II Cor. 4:7).  

“That every one of you should know how to possess his vessel in 
sanctification and honour” (I Thess. 4:4).  

“But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and of silver, but 
also of wood and of earth; and some to honour, and some to dishonour. If 
a man purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour, 
sanctified, and meet for the master’s use, and prepared unto every good 
work” (II Tim. 2:20–21). 

 

GOLDEN THOUGHT 
 

He shall be a vessel unto honor, meet for the Master’s use. 
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Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice 
 (Philippians 4:4) 

Paul’s Performance 
“I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith.” (2 
Timothy 4:7) 

THE Apostle Paul is near the end of his life when he writes the words of our text. He 
is in prison with the sentence of death upon him for preaching Christ. Soon he will 
be beheaded at the order of Nero the wicked Roman emperor. As Paul nears the end 
of his life, he makes a statement regarding his devotion to Christ. It is an outstanding 
statement. It speaks of his fight, his finish, and his faith. 

 
Fight. “I have fought a good fight.” This does not mean Paul was pugnacious nor 

that he was a prize fighter. Rather, it means Paul gave the devil a good fight. Paul 
fought sin. Most people make peace with sin, but Paul fought it. He was at war with 
evil and boldly opposed it. We need more folk like that today. It seems that most 
people are compromising with sin instead of condemning it. Our churches are filled 
with it and no one dares to condemn it. Our land is full of it, too. But instead of 
condemning it, our legislatures legalize it; and society criticizes those who oppose 
sin. 

 
Finish. “I have finished my course.” Paul is using the language of a runner here. 

Many start on their course but never finish it. It is exciting to start, but it requires 
much effort to finish. The church is plagued with quitters which is another way of 
saying the church is plagued by unfaithfulness. People simply do not stick to the job 
until it is done. “Finished” reminds us that Christ was also able to say, “It is finished” 
(John 19:30). He completed His work. Do not be a quitter. Stick with your job until 
you finish the work. It is good to start, but it is even better to finish. 

 
Faith. “I have kept the faith.” The word “kept” means to guard. Paul had been 

faithful to the faith. He had kept his message from error. He did not depart from the 
truth when the going got tough and persecution resulted. So many of our churches 
and schools are slipping away from the faith today. They have buildings and 
finances, but they do not have fidelity regarding the faith. Be true to the faith. Guard 
your faith from error. Our faith may not be popular, but it is right.1 

 
1 John G. Butler, Daily Bible Reading: Sermonettes, (Clinton, IA: LBC Publications, 2004), 2:349. 



	 8 

Persecuted For Righteousness Sake 
(Matt 5:10) 

Seven killed and 21 young people kidnapped in Far North Cameroon as Boko 
Haram rampage continues 

10 December 2019 

Seven people were killed and 21 children and young adults 
were kidnapped in yet another spree of devastating Boko 
Haram attacks on mainly-Christian villages in Far North 
Cameroon in December. 

The murderous rampage in Mayo Sava district began on 1 
December, just a month after a spate of similar attacks. 
Gunmen opened fire on mourners gathered at a funeral in 
Kotserehé, forcing them to flee in all directions. An 
eyewitness said, “It was a total rout … women have fled without being able to take their 
children with them.”  

The attack left four dead and three wounded. The witness added, “A place of mourning has 
turned into a theatre of war that has ended in carnage.” The following night, three people 
were murdered and another wounded when a large number of armed militants swarmed 
Zangola village. The extremists looted homes, stealing food and clothing as the villagers fled 
for their lives. 

A Barnabas contact said, “Helpless before the terrorists, the people had only their eyes to 
cry.” The army arrived but their attempt to pursue the marauders was unsuccessful. 

In another attack, also on 1 December, the militants caused major damage in Yagoua village, 
ransacking eleven homes, stripping them of food and basic items.  

The village of Mbreche was next to be attacked. At around 2 a.m. on 5 December, the 
militants searched from house to house and kidnapped 21 young people – nine were girls 
and twelve boys. The youngest were three girls and a boy, all aged twelve, and the oldest two 
young men aged 21. Four of the young people, including a girl aged 13, managed to escape. 

As the armed gang fled, they attacked the village of Tahert, injuring a young girl and stealing 
a motorbike. It is thought that those abducted will be forced to become Boko Haram 
“soldiers” and fight on behalf of the extremists. 

On 19 November, a Christian boy, twelve, was hacked to death for resisting militants’ 
attempt to abduct him as a “child soldier” in Tourou district. A Barnabas contact said that 
the Cameroon army has a very difficult task in combatting Boko Haram because the area is 
so vast and dotted with small, isolated villages linked by poor roads. The militants strike and 
then escape swiftly via the well-maintained main roads back to their base in Nigeria.2 

 
2 https://barnabasfund.org/au/news/seven-killed-and-21-young-people-kidnapped-in-far-north-cameroon-as-boko-haram-rampage 
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There is a way which seemeth right unto a man…  
(Prov 14:12a)  

 
Judgement? Consequence? Or…? 

 
It was a relatively cool day on Tuesday the 10th of December 2019 in Sunbury Victoria, 
barely getting above 18c. It was raining a little over night and the roads were wet in the 
morning. When I rode out of Sunbury there was a light drizzle I had to wipe continually 
from my helmet, and there was not a sign of blue sky anywhere. You can imagine therefore 
my surprise when I later received a message from a member of my congregation saying, 
“Prayer request!! Please pray for the bushfires around your area to go out…”. There were 
no lightning strikes, no blazing heat, no strong north wind, but there was a bushfire? The 
natural question comes to mind, how did it get started?  
 
As I write this there are over 100 fires blazing 
across NSW. It is a tragic and heartbreaking 
situation that has cost property and lives.  
Fires have been a part of the Australian life for 
generations. We live in a large country that 
experiences all the diversity of weather from 
the southern to the northern states. Fires on 
scales such as this are not new, but the 
frequency of them in our nation is another 
matter, so too the manner in which they are lit. 
 
According to a recent piece in the Sydney Morning Herald titled “Arson, mischief and 
recklessness”, 87% of the 62,000 fires Australians suffer annually are man-made.3 That also 
explained the fire in Sunbury on that cool day, it was arson, a deliberate immoral criminal 
act of an individual (or individuals), without the ethical fortitude of considering the act as 
right or wrong.  
 
The same article in the Sydney Morning Herald speaks of the current fires that are 
“threatening to engulf Queensland and NSW”, as also being man-made. It states that a study 
of satellite imagery confirms that of 113,000 fires that raged from 1997-2009, 40 percent 
were deliberately lit and 47 percent accidental, totalling 87 percent of our fires as a direct 
result of “Arson, mischief and recklessness”. 
 
That arson is the standard state-of-play when it comes to today’s bushfires, is made evident 
by the Chief Commissioner of Victoria police immediately after the Black Saturday fires of 
2009 in Victoria, that fire claimed 180 lives and destroyed complete communities and 
towns; Christine Nixon stated that “all fire sites would be treated as crime scenes”4  
 
God’s Judgement? 
 
November 17th the Guardian ran a report condemning Israel Folau for stating in a sermon 
that the current state of fires in NSW were a result of Gods judgment upon Australia for 

 
3 https://www.smh.com.au/national/arson-mischief-and-recklessness-87-per-cent-of-fires-are-man-made-20191117-p53bcl.html 
4 [Callick, Rowan & Akerman, Pia (10 February 2009). "Police track arsonists responsible for Victoria bushfires". The Australian. Archived from the 
original on 13 February 2009. Retrieved 10 February 2009.] 
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passing laws to legalize abortion and same sex marriage. The Australian Prime minister 
Scott Morrison, who professes to be a Christian, was quoted as saying Israel Folau’s 
comments were “appallingly insensitive”.5  
Israel Folau defended the motive behind his sermon as that which desires to see all 
Australians turn back to the truth of God’s word.  
 
Folau was citing the evident turning away from Biblical norms as that which precedes 
certain disasters. He linked the unrighteousness of immoral laws and the current state of 
fires as ‘God speaking to Australians’! Israel Folou made it clear that he believes this is not 
coincidental; and the world, that rejects the Bible, is naturally in uproar6. 
 
The Natural Consequence of Immorality 
 
There is a natural consequence to immorality that can certainly be considered as a 
“Judgement”.  
 
God had created this world to function and run in accord with his law used and employed 
faithfully; Henry Ford created the automobile to function and run in accord with the 
appropriate fuel used and employed observantly. When man replaces Gods law with that 
which is directly opposed to Gods law, the world breaks down, just as when we put the 
wrong fuel in a motor vehicle.  
 
In other words, the dysfunctional vehicle is the direct judgment upon the wrong fuel, it is 
the natural consequence of deliberately denying what the Ford Automobile was designed to 
function properly with. In just such a manner is the deliberate denial and replacement of 
Gods law for that which will not permit the world to function properly.  
 
When man has rejected absolute moral laws and replaced them with laws he creates to suit 
himself, it should be of no surprise that the culture will become just as subjective to 
common morality.  
 
The fires of NSW and QLD have been deliberately lit by those who have employed 
precisely the same standards that murders 100,000 babies every year in Australia. There is 
no difference between the subjective ethics of abortion and homosexuality as there is over 
any other deliberate immoral act. When a moral absolute is denied, there are no morals! 
Everything becomes a matter of preference and all the consequences for which society bare 
the cost, are a direct judgement upon the wrong moral code normalised in that society.  
 
Crimes such as these against our civilisation, will only increase as society continues to 
normalise immoral behaviour; Israel Folou called for a return to the functional Laws of 
creation identified in scripture, in the hope that such ‘judgements’ will cease. 
 
How Did We Get Here So Quickly? 
 
I have logs in my backyard that I chop into smaller pieces in order to burn in the fireplace 
for the cold winter nights, some of them are full logs and can’t be chopped directly. The 

 
5 https://www.theguardian.com/sport/2019/nov/18/israel-folau-says-bushfires-and-drought-are-gods-punishment-for-same-sex-marriage-and-abortion  
6 https://www.bbc.com/news/world-australia-50455162  
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first thing I look for is a small crack in the log where I can place the thin end of a wedge, I 
know that if I can get the thin end of the wedge in, I can eventually split the log completely, 
this is how godless laws have come in to split apart God’s laws that once blessed us. 
 
When Abortion laws were first put forward to the Australian society, they were promoted as 
a rarity and only under certain conditions, today it is abortion-on-demand with no questions 
asked, even to the time of birth.  
 
The “judgement” that will naturally follow the denial of ‘the sanctity of life’ will be such as 
Involuntary Euthanasia, where a person is ‘legally’ terminated apart from their expressed 
wish to remain alive. This occurs to more than 52% of patients who are 80 years or older in 
the Netherlands today; while those with diseases, other than cancer, it is 67.5%. According 
to the report, the decision to kill the “patient” was not even discussed with them in over 
77% of cases7.   
 
When same sex marriage was introduced to Australians it was pushed as “Equality”, and 
less than two years later we are being pressured into accepting that boys can be girls and 
girls can be boys and each of these binary groups can be somehow morphed into a further 
130+ genders. Any denial of this as ‘true and right’ is harshly condemned.  
 
The “Judgement” that will naturally follow will vary from things as menial as the 
destruction of women’s sports (Biological women)8, to a dramatic increase in mental health 
disorders and suicide9, as well as normalising pederasty and paedophilia10.   
 

All this simply because the feelings-based justification of the acts are the only justifications 
employed. If only feelings justify homosexuality, so too feelings justify pyromania and thereby 
any other crime. This will be where Isaiah 5:20 will come into its own, as many will call ‘evil 
good’.  

 
A Hammer Can Build Or Break! 
 
In the building industry a hammer can be used to build and construct items with function, or 
it can be used to break down those same items. Gods law, from which the Bible teaches this 
world is built upon, is designed to bless its inhabitants. The ten commandments that were 
given and from which Australia’s past laws were built, blessed our nation and the western 
world abundantly, but when the law of God is replaced with the law of man, the world no 
longer functions properly, the blessing becomes a curse (Deut 30). The destruction of God’s 
law by man will have the natural effect of destroying man, Scripture itself made that clear 
in Genesis 3, but small hints such as the below text are replete in the Bible. 
  
“He made a pit, and digged it, and is fallen into the ditch which he made.  His mischief shall 
return upon his own head, and his violent dealing shall come down upon his own pate” (Ps 
7:15-16) 
 

 
7 https://bioethics.georgetown.edu/2017/08/review-of-countries-where-euthanasia-has-been-legalised-increaing-of-involuntary-euthanasia-without-
consent-by-patients/  
8 https://thefederalist.com/2019/12/04/male-transjacking-will-ultimately-end-womens-sports/ 
9 https://www.thenewatlantis.com/publications/executive-summary-sexuality-and-gender  
10 https://www1.cbn.com/cbnnews/health/2018/july/scholar-says-pedophilia-is-an-unchangeable-sexual-orientation-and-should-be-accepted-by-society  
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Beloved, when the moral standards of our society have degenerated to the point 
where even the highest echelons of our governing bodies legalize the most 
immoral acts, we cannot therefore logically expect anything less than a circular 
justification of all other forms of immorality, including pyromania.  
 

Society changed in the western world when the Gospel was proclaimed, we need to 
return to this fundamental call upon our lives as Christians. Proclaim the Gospel and be a 
light-filled blessing to this lost world. 

 
 

God bless you, Pr Edi Giudetti. 
 
 

Announcements and Things to Come 
 
 
Studies and Encouragements. 
 

• Communion, 1st Sunday Each Month 10am.  
• Prayer meeting / Bible Study Every Wednesday. Please see Pr Edi for 

further details. NB: this Wednesday’s prayer meeting and Study will be 
the last for 2019.  

• Birthdays:  
• Senior Camp at Crystal Creek: Monday 6th to Friday 10th January 2020. Ages  

13yrs to 17yrs.  
• GETTING DEEPER STUDIES TBA.  
• Apt To Teach Begins again next year (Unless he comes!) 
• General Business Meeting Today, 1pm. 
• Christmas Luncheon 22nd December, 1pm. 
• Prayer & Praise List 

Missionaries (Bell Family) 
Sunbury 
Government  
The Gospel to Friends/Family 
Christian Persecution. 
 


