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Announcements and Things to Come 
 
Studies and Encouragements. 
 

• Communion, 1st Sunday Each Month 10am.  
• Prayer meeting / Bible Study Every Wednesday at Pr Edi’s home 7.30pm.  
• Birthdays:  

o Pr Edi Giudetti.   10th September 
o Isabella Brereton. 15th September 
o Glen Ford   28th September 

• Ladies Bible Study TUESDAY 10th September 1:30pm. Please see Maria for further details. 

• GETTING DEEPER STUDIES 2nd Sunday of the month at 1pm, at Church.  
• King’s Kids.  13th September, 7:pm at church,  
• Baptisms. Sunday 6th October (TBC) (Daylight Savings begins)  
• Prayer & Praise List 

Missionaries (Bell Family) 
Sunbury 
Government  
The Gospel to Friends/Family 
Christian Persecution. 

 

 
 
 
 

  
 

 
Welcome to Hope Baptist Church 

 
Sunday 1st of September 2019 

 
 
 

531 Elizabeth Dr Sunbury 
Service Sundays 10:30am today  

 
 

www.hopebc.org.au 

“For whatsoever things were written 
aforetime were written for our learning, 
that we through patience and comfort of 

the scriptures might have hope”.  
Romans 15:4 
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Hymn To Remember 
The Lily Of The Valley 

 

Author: Charles W Fry (1838-1882) 
Scriptures: Deut 31:6 & 8, Ps 36:8, 45:2, Prov 17:17, Song 2:1, 5:10, Hab 2:4, Rom 1:17, Rev 2:17, 22:16 

 

1. I’ve found a friend in Jesus, He’s everything to me, 
He’s the fairest of ten thousand to my soul; 

The Lily of the Valley, in Him alone I see 
All I need to cleanse and make me fully whole. 

In sorrow He’s my comfort, in trouble He’s my stay; 
He tells me every care on Him to roll. (Haleluja) 

Refrain: 
He’s the Lily of the Valley, the Bright and Morning Star, 

He’s the fairest of ten thousand to my soul. 

2. He all my grief has taken, and all my sorrows borne; 
In temptation He’s my strong and mighty tow’r; 
I’ve all for Him forsaken, and all my idols torn 

From my heart and now He keeps me by His pow’r. 
Though all the world forsake me, and Satan tempt me sore, 

Through Jesus I shall safely reach the goal. (Haleluja) 

3. He will never, never leave me, nor yet forsake me here, 
While I live by faith and do His blessed will; 

A wall of fire about me, I’ve nothing now to fear, 
With His manna He my hungry soul shall fill. 

Then sweeping up to glory I’ll see His blessed face, 
Where rivers of delight shall ever roll. (Haleluja) 

 

Charles W Fry (1838 – 1882) 
Born: May 30, 1838, Alderbury, Wiltshire, England (birth name: William Charles Fry). 
Died: August 24, 1882, Park Hall, Polmont, Stirlingshire, Scotland. Buried: Glasgow, 
Scotland. On New Year’s Day 1884, a monument to "The first bandmaster of the Salvation 
Army" was unveiled over his grave. On it was inscribed a verse Fry wrote: The former 
things are past, And ended is the strife, I’m safe home at last! I live an endless life! A 
bricklayer by trade, like his father, Fry was a versatile musician, playing the violin, cello, 
piano, cornet, and harmonium, and leading an orchestra and band at the Wesleyan chapel 
in Alderbury. He also helped the Christian Mission in Salisbury, and his family band 
accompanied Salva 
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Beware Lest Any Man Spoil You… 
Colossians 2:8 

Silence vs. The Silence 
 

There is a vast difference between biblical contemplation and the contemplative prayer 
that is sweeping through evangelicalism. It is the difference between “silence” and “the 
silence.”  
 
In biblical contemplation, silence refers simply to a quiet place in which the soul can 
effectively seek the Lord. In Scripture it is called seeking the Lord (Psalm 105:3; Isaiah 
55:6), waiting on the Lord (Psalm 69:6), meditating on the Lord (Psalm 104:34), 
meditating on God’s Word (Psalm 1:2).  
 
In these times, when most of us use computers and smart phones and our waking hours 
are filled to the brim with distracting busyness, it is important to have daily periods of 
silence for spiritual devotion. During these times we don’t sit with an EMPTY MIND and 
DO NOTHING; rather we open the Bible and read and meditate on its teaching, and we 
pray IN WORDS to God the Father through Jesus Christ by the wisdom and direction of 
the Holy Spirit. 

 
On the other hand, “the silence” of 
contemplative prayer refers to pursuing 
God beyond the Bible, beyond thinking. 
It refers to putting aside thoughts 
through mechanisms such as mantras.  
 
It has been popularized by 

contemplative gurus such as Richard Foster and Dallas Willard and is promoted by many 
evangelical leaders today, including Rick Warren, Bill Hybels, Chuck Swindoll, David 
Jeremiah, Beth Moore, Mark Driscoll, Max Lucado, Ed Young, Sr., Gary Thomas, Philip 
Yancy, Lee Strobel, and Charles Stanley.  
 
Harry Plantinga, director of Christian Classics Ethereal Library, describes contemplative 
prayer as follows: “As I was growing up, my church experience seemed somewhat heady 
to me--concerned more about correct belief than about actually loving God. Whether or 
not that was a correct perception, I wanted more. I wanted not just to know about God, I 
wanted to know God ... Christian mysticism addresses that longing of the heart. ... 
Webster defines mysticism as ‘the doctrine that it is possible to achieve communion with 
God through contemplation and love WITHOUT THE MEDIUM OF HUMAN REASON.’ 
That definition captures what I have in mind by the term”.  
 
In his pursuit of contemplative mysticism, Plantinga promotes Roman Catholic mystic 
writings such as The Cloud of Unknowing. This book, which came out of the darkness of 
Roman Catholic monasticism, encourages the use of a mantra to drive away conscious 
thoughts with the objective of entering into an experiential communion with God in “the 
nothingness.” 6 

 
6 https://www.wayoflife.org/database/silencevsthesilence.html  
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However, another explanation is that the device does not have voice recognition 
capabilities at all. If this is the case then voice recognition is more advanced than 
Google’s translation engine. As such, these users are tricked into thinking they are 
reading from a real author – the book is made to sound authentic as soon as they try 
and read. 

Now	the	real	story	for	comparison4.	

Chinese search engine Sogou is creating artificial-intelligence lookalikes to read popular novels 
in authors' voices.  

It announced "lifelike" avatars of Chinese authors Yue Guan and Bu Xin Tian Shang Diao Xian 
Bing - created from video recordings - at the China Online Literature+ conference. Last year, 
Sogou launched two AI newsreaders, which are still used by the government's Xinhua news 
agency. 

Appetite for audiobooks in China is on the rise, mirroring trends in the West.  

Chinese think tank iiMedia expects the market to more than double between 2016 and 2020, to 
7.8bn Chinese yuan (£900m) a year.  

It is now a simple process to use text-to-speech technology to quickly generate an audio version 
of a book, using digitised, synthetic voices.  

But most people prefer audiobooks that are "professionally narrated" by authors, actors or 
famous public figures. 

Dave Coplin, founder of AI consultancy the Envisioners, also had a play with the system, 
inputting the first line of a classic joke: A man walks into a bar… 

The suggestion from the AI was not what he 
was expecting: “…And ordered two pints of 
beer and two scotches. When he tried to pay the 
bill, he was confronted by two men – one of 
whom shouted “This is for Syria”. The man was 
then left bleeding and stabbed in the throat”.  

This “overwhelmingly dystopian reflection of 
our society” was a lesson in how any AI system will reflect the bias found in training data, 
he said. “From my brief experiments with the model, it’s pretty clear that a large portion 
of the data has been trained by internet news stories,” he said. "OpenAI's decision to 
publish the upgraded version of their GPT-2 language prediction text generator model 
may seem controversial," he added. 

"But once the initial (and understandable) concern dies down, what is left is a 
fundamentally crucial debate for our society, which is about how we need to think about a 
world where the line between human-generated content and computer-generated content 
becomes increasingly hard to differentiate,".5 

 
4 https://www.bbc.com/news/technology-49329650 
5 https://www.bbc.com/news/technology-49446729  
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Order of Service 
 

 

Welcome 
 

Announcements   
 

Hymn – Lily of The Valley (447) 
 

Prayer Time 
 

Hymn – I Love To Tell The Story 431 
 

Bible Reading- John 17 
 

Sermon –In The World, But Not Of The World 
 

Hymn – To God Be The Glory 449 
 

 
A word on The Word 

 
 
“The Supreme Judge, by which all controversies of religion 
are to be determined, and all decrees of councils, opinions of 
ancient writers, doctrines of men, and private spirits, are 
examined, and in whose sentence we are to rest, can be no 
other but the Holy Spirit speaking in the Scripture.” 
  
The Westminster Confession 

  



	 4 
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There is a way which seemeth right unto a man…  
(Prov 14:12a) 

 

Newspeak AI: Totally Fake News Could Destroy Internet 
 
POSTED	BY:	JANE	WAKEFIELD AUGUST	28,	2019 

	

An artificial intelligence system that 
generates realistic stories, poems and 
articles has been updated, with some 
claiming it is now almost as good as a 
human writer. 

The text generator, built by research 
firm OpenAI, was originally considered 
“too dangerous” to make public because 
of the potential for abuse. 

But now a new, more powerful version of the system – that could be used to create fake 
news or abusive spam on social media – has been released. The BBC, along with some AI 
experts, decided to try it out. This month, OpenAI decided to expand the parameters, 
offering a much broader database of training data. 

Tech news site The Next Web said of the update: “This one works almost good enough 
to use as a general artificial intelligence for text generation – almost.” 

Article author Tristan Greene added: “I’m terrified of GPT-2 because it represents the 
kind of technology that evil humans are going to use to manipulate the population – and in 
my opinion that makes it more dangerous than any gun.” 

The BBC decided to test the system by inputting the first few sentences of a recent story, 
appropriately one about AI. “We began with the first sentence of the real story:” 

‘Chinese search engine Sogou is creating artificial intelligence lookalikes to read 
popular novels in authors’ voices.’ 

Here’s what the text generator came up with to complete it: 

According to the researchers, this method of reading is not just the brainchild of 
Amazon Kindle users. Users of Android devices are also a notable market for fake 
reading. There are several theories to explain this. 

Firstly, the device in a user’s hand is different from the tablet or computer they are 
reading on. Secondly, the device used to access the Internet might be tampered with in 
some way. A third reason is the user may just copy and paste content directly into their 
virtual characters. 
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Persecuted For Righteousness Sake 
(Matt 5:10) 

Islamist militants kidnap 200-plus, loot 
church hospital in DR Congo 

 

27 August 2019 

More than 200 people including women and children have been abducted and a church 
mission hospital and shops looted by Islamist extremists during a raid on Boga, 
Democratic Republic of Congo, a majority-Christian country. 

The Bishop of Boga Diocese, eastern Democratic Republic (DR) of Congo, Rt Rev. 
William Bahemuka, said the Muslim militant group ADF (Allied Democratic Forces) had 
attacked the town in Ituri province in the early hours of 23 August. The ADF Islamist 
terrorist group has been operating in the region for more than two decades and 
has repeatedly attacked Christians.2 

Crowds gathered in the street in the aftermath of 
the raid on Boga, Democratic Republic of Congo, 
in which more than 200 people were abducted 

During the three-hour assault, 
government troops based in Boga were 
overrun by the militants. There are 
conflicting reports about the role of the 
army in resisting the attack as no 
casualties have been reported. 
Bahemuka said the army has 
dispatched additional troops to search 
for those who were abducted. 

Bahemuka said, “The situation is 
terrible. People are terrified. Families are traumatized and grieving over their abducted 
loved ones. The ADF has never been active in Boga, so people are confused and don’t 
know how to understand the current situation.” 

“I appeal to people of good will everywhere to lobby their home governments to put 
pressure on the DR Congo government to stabilize the security situation in eastern 
Congo. We also appeal for a massive outpouring of sustained prayer from Christians 
everywhere,” he added.3 

 
2 https://barnabasfund.org/en/news/islamist-militants-attack-drc-town-forcing-families-to-flee  
3 https://barnabasfund.org/au/news/islamist-militants-kidnap-200-plus-loot-church-hospital-in-dr-congo  
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176 Words. 

  
“SAMECH. I hate vain thoughts: but thy law do I love.” 

 
  (Ps 119:113) 

 
 
We enter now into the 15th octave out of the 22 octaves found in this wonderful 

Psalm, led by the twenty-two letters of the Hebrew Alephbet. Its entrance 
is one of the shortest of them all and yet its profundity reveals and 
condenses the simplicity of God and his law. 

Vanity should be despised at the best of times; its value is worse than worthless. 
Vanity of thought should be the greatest of all things despised, for it leads 
and takes the heart of the simple to destroy them. Just as the gale that 
blows upon a helmless ship leads it to destruction, so too a vain thought 
leads the simple.  

But that which guides the ship to its desired destination needs to be governed 
and controlled. In the hands of the diligent, no matter the direction of the 
gale, all craft can be rightly steered. So too it is with the Word of the Lord, 
it is not only that which lights our path, it is that which governs our hearts 
and directs our soul.       

  
 
Pr Edi Giudetti 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

A Proverb For Memory 
 
 

“The wicked is snared by the transgression of his lips: 
but the just shall come out of trouble.” 

 
Proverbs 12:13 
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Words Of Hope 
 

READ 
“And he took the book of the covenant, and read in the audience of the 
people: and they said, All that the LORD hath said will we do, and be 
obedient.” (Exo 24:7) 
“He shall write him a copy of this law … and it shall be with him, and he 
shall read therein all the days of his life: that he may learn to fear the Lord 
his God, to keep all the words of this law and these statutes, to do them” 
(Deut. 17:18b–19).  
 “So they read in the book in the law of God distinctly, and gave the sense, 
and caused them to understand the reading.” (Neh 8:8) 
“Jesus saith unto them, Yea; have ye never read, Out of the mouth of babes 
and sucklings thou hast perfected praise?” (Matt. 21:16b).  
“Whoso readeth, let him understand” (Matt. 24:15b).  
“And sitting in his chariot read Esaias the prophet” (Acts 8:28b).  
“And when this epistle is read among you, cause that it be read also in the 
church of the Laodiceans; and that ye likewise read the epistle from 
Laodicea” (Col. 4:16). 

 

GOLDEN THOUGHT 

 
And he shall read God’s Word all the days of his life. 
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Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice. 
(Philippians 4:4) 

Divine Blessing 
“The blessing of the LORD, it maketh rich, and he addeth no sorrow with it.” 
(Proverbs 10:22) 

WHAT is said here about Divine blessings is not what you will hear from the world. 
The world seems to think God is a detriment not a blessing. But our verse speaks the 
truth. It tells of the righteousness of God’s blessing, the richness of God’s blessing 
and the rejoicing from God’s blessing. 

 
Righteousness of God’s blessing. “The blessing of the LORD.” Any gain which has 

the name “LORD” attached to it will be a righteous gain. Divine blessings are not evil. 
They are not a result of some crooked deal or dishonest transaction. But few people 
are interested in Divine blessing. They are more interested in what they can get from 
the world. They do not care about spiritual blessings. Their chief interest is in the 
material and physical. Spiritual blessings do not appeal to their carnal appetite which 
dominates them. 

 
Richness of God’s blessing. “It maketh rich.” This is true richness. This is a 

richness and wealth that is genuine. It is real in contrast to the false wealth of this 
world. This is no veneer blessing. This is solid all the way through. It is not plastic but 
genuine material. It is a wealth that is not going to be affected by the times or the 
stock market or the economy or the value of the dollar. It is an eternal wealth. Man 
can give us wealth in terms of dollars and cents and silver and gold. But that is not 
currency which will last in eternity. 

 
Rejoicing from God’s blessing. “And addeth no sorrow with it.” This last sentence 

is a great encouragement about God’s blessings and also a great warning about the 
world’s blessings; for the word translated “sorrow” involves grieving, pain, and 
affliction. How often when men become rich in worldly goods they find much 
trouble. Lottery winners, as an example, discover that more problems than pleasure 
accompanies their winning. The wealthy are often so troubled that sometimes they 
commit suicide. But God’s blessings do not trouble the heart. They do not bring 
sorrow. They bring joy. Lasting, eternal joy. Therefore, in seeking blessings, put the 
emphasis on seeking Divine blessings.1 

 
1 John G. Butler, Daily Bible Reading: Sermonettes, (Clinton, IA: LBC Publications, 2004), 2:193. 


