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excellent chapter entitled ‘We are all liars’ is thoughtful and convincing about the spreading 
of fake news. 
Social media platforms are agnostic —- or to use another Seymour word, ‘nihilistic’. They 
were meant to be liberal, open, democratic; and yet when finally he asks whether there is 
something about social media that is ‘particularly conducive to incipient fascism’, it is not 
as wild a suggestion as it might seem. Only occasionally does one fear that Seymour is 
overstating his argument. For most of the time, truly, and most regrettably, the greater fear 
is that he is not. 
Seymour ends, as Pomerantsev does, with the biggest question: what now? He calls upon a 
first tentative vision of what a neo-Luddite response to our predicament might be. The book 
is dedicated teasingly ‘To the Luddites’.7 

 

Announcements and Things to Come 
 
Studies and Encouragements. 
 

• Communion, 1st Sunday Each Month 10am.  
• Prayer meeting / Bible Study Every Wednesday at Pr Edi’s home 7.30pm.  
• Birthdays:  

o Victor Lia 7th August 
• Ladies Bible Study TUESDAY 13th August 1:30pm. Please see Maria for further details. 

• GETTING DEEPER STUDIES 2nd Sunday of the month at 1pm, at Church.  
• King’s Kids.  “Glow In The Dark Night” including dinner. 16th August 6:30pm 
• Business Meeting 25th August. 1pm 
• Prayer & Praise List 

Missionaries (Bell Family) 
Sunbury 
Government  
The Gospel to Friends/Family 
Christian Persecution. 

 
7 https://www.spectator.co.uk/2019/08/web-of-deceit-disinformation-could-prove-the-most-powerful-weapon-of-all/ 
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“For whatsoever things were written 
aforetime were written for our learning, 
that we through patience and comfort of 

the scriptures might have hope”.  
Romans 15:4 
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Hymn To Remember 
Come Thou Fount 

 

Author: Robert Robinson (1735-1790) 
Scriptures: Exo 33:14, 1 Sam 7:3-12, Psalm 92, Prov 10:22, Isa 6:1-3, Zech 13:1, Mt 18:10, Jn 1:14-17 

 

1 Come, thou Fount of every blessing, 
tune my heart to sing thy grace; 
streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
call for songs of loudest praise. 

Teach me some melodious sonnet, 
sung by flaming tongues above. 

Praise the mount I'm fixed upon it 
mount of God's redeeming love. 

2 Here I find my greatest treasure; 
hither by thy help I've come; 

and I hope, by thy good pleasure, 
safely to arrive at home. 

Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
wandering from the fold of God; 
he, to rescue me from danger, 

bought me with his precious blood. 

3 Oh, to grace how great a debtor 
daily I'm constrained to be! 

Let thy goodness, like a fetter, 
bind my wandering heart to thee: 
prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, 
prone to leave the God I love; 

here's my heart, O take and seal it; 
seal it for thy courts above. 

 

Robert Robinson, (1735 – 1790)  
Robert Robinson was born at Swaffham, Norfolk, in 1735. In 1749, he 
was apprenticed to  
a hairdresser, in Crutched Friars, London. Hearing a discourse 
preached by Whitefield on "The Wrath to Come," in 1752, he was 
deeply impressed, and after a period of much disquietude, he gave 
himself to a religious life. 

 
	 11 

who might simultaneously be operating in Barcelona. (Protest movements connect trans-
globally behind the scenes most surprisingly.) 
Other Pomerantsev characters are just ordinary people who need to make a buck, and so — 
for instance — take jobs in a troll farm, such as the notorious IRA (Internet Research 
Agency). In the run-up to the 2016 US elections and their aftermath, IRA content was 
shared by more than 30 million Americans. When the undercover journalist Lyudmila 
Savchuk infiltrated the farm, the co-workers she encountered were not hate-frothing 
maniacs but normal people getting on with their jobs, professional and pleasant. The report 
Lyudmila produced was shocking; but nobody, it seems, was especially shocked. 
 
Freedom of speech, increasingly accepted of late as a general good, becomes problematic 
when coupled with deception, anonymity and the power of vast wealth to magnify some 
voices 1,000-fold over others. And for many spreaders of disinformation, getting a 
reader/viewer/voter actually to believe your untruths is not the only measure of success. 
Simply confusing them, encouraging them to doubt opposition truths, is just as good. 
Pomerantsev writes of ‘censorship through noise’. Truths and facts are inconvenient things 
anyway; much better to doubt everything equally. 
If everything can be equally doubted, reality is yours for the shaping, to suit yourself. In 
May 2014, during Russian-Ukrainian clashes in Odessa, a fire broke out in the city’s Trade 
Unions House. There followed photos, vox-pops and casualty estimates, all distorting the 
truth of what happened. But when that truth was revealed, nobody seemed to care. The 
population remained split according to partisan positions — not between those groups with 
two competing opinions, but those gladly inhabiting two entirely divergent realities. 
Constructing a winning reality matters more than articulating a winning argument. 
 
So we call this an ‘information war’ — but is it war, really? When Estonia suffered a 
crippling ‘denial of service’ attack, yes, it probably came from Russia, state-ordered or 
otherwise. But in these remote attacks by one country on another, the enemy is powerful but 
disembodied, nameless, unaccountable. The Nato treaty requires a response if a fellow 
member is attacked — but what constitutes an ‘attack’ when it’s invisible, and totally 
deniable? If this is ‘war’, can we ever have peace again? 
 
Seymour’s book6 is largely about writing (formerly a fundamentally ‘conservative’ thing) 
and its transformation as the technology changes. Today, he says, we have become 
‘scripturient’, ‘possessed by a violent desire to write incessantly’. Social media platforms 
are interested in reaching consumer markets (and electorates), so we are invited to write to 
them, to share ourselves with them. We make ourselves known to them, so we become their 
targets, vulnerable to them. The data being collected by a company such as Google is mind-
boggling. 
Seymour examines the behaviours that get us into the system, the addiction patterns that 
keep us there (compulsion arising from the variability of rewards, say). We know the 
dangers of addiction, yet still we become addicted. He looks at his subject from many 
angles. He covers the ‘celebrities’ (in what he calls ‘the attention economy’) and their 
antitheses, the trolls. Trolling, too, isn’t new — again, the platforms have simply facilitated 
and amplified it. He looks at cyberbullying, and ever-more-fragmented identitarianism. His 

 
6 The	Twittering	Machine	Richard	Seymour	Indigo Press, pp.250,  
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bringing a beautiful end to their starry splendor” (“Hubble Captured Gorgeous Snapshot,” MSN, 
July 26, 2019).  
 
Earlier in July, Hubble captured an image of NGC 972, a spiral galaxy “that shows vibrant star 
formation pockets that look like red flowers” (“Hubble Snaps ‘In Bloom’ Spiral Galaxy,” 
Geek.com, July 1, 2019).  
 
If these astronomers didn’t have willful blinders on their eyes, they would all cry out with the 
Psalmist, “The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his handywork” 
(Psalm 19:1).  
 
In 1999, observations by NASA astronomers, using the Hubble, suggested that there are 125 
BILLION GALAXIES in the universe. The most up-to-date star count was announced in July 
2003 as 70 sextillion observable stars (70,000,000,000,000,000,000,000). Of course, that is 
probably only a small part of the actual number, and God knows their names. “He telleth the 
number of the stars; he calleth them all by their names” (Psalm 147:4).4 

 
There is a way which seemeth right unto a man…  

(Prov 14:12a) 
 

Web	of	deceit:	disinformation	could	prove	the	most	
powerful	weapon	of	all	
If an invisible and entirely deniable attack by one country on another constitutes war, we may never enjoy peace 
again 
Daniel Hahn 
 

We could begin almost anywhere. But let’s start in Ukraine, with Babar Aliev. Babar is a 
former gang leader who used social media disinformation campaigns to undermine a 
separatist movement. When his opponents won, he was picked up and put on a train out of 
town. His great disappointment, he tells Peter Pomerantsev in This is Not Propaganda,5 is 
that the separatists sent just three men for him. (Last time, he says proudly, there were three 
vans with Swat teams.) Today he is setting up ‘media literacy’ classes, helping people 
differentiate between true and untrue stories, reliable and unreliable sources. 
 
Pomerantsev himself was born in Ukraine, and his own parents’ experiences of Soviet-era 
trouble with the KGB and their subsequent lives weave through this book; but mostly we 
are accompanying him in the present day, as he meets people who have been on the front 
line of the (dis)information wars. Many are committed activists, like Babar; or like Srdja 
Popovic, who produces step-by-step guides to ‘non-violent direct action campaigns’, and 
runs practical workshops on the peaceful overthrow of dictators. Or ‘P’, whose locally 
targeted social media disinformation activity helped get Rodrigo Duterte elected to the 
presidency of the Philippines. Or Alberto, a brilliant data-nerd, based in Mexico City, but 

 
4 https://www.wayoflife.org/friday_church_news/20-31.php 
5 This	is	Not	Propaganda:	Adventures	in	the	War	Against	Reality	Peter	Pomerantsev	Faber, pp.270 
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Order of Service 
 

 

Welcome 
 

Announcements   
 

Hymn – Come Thou Fount (334) 
 

Prayer Time 
 

Hymn – Revive Us Again 485 
 

Testimony – Saskia Preston 
 

Bible Reading- Hebrews 11 
 

Sermon –By Alan Parry. 
 

Hymn – Holy, Holy, Holy 70 
 

 
 

A word on The Word 
 
“We are to ‘read the Scriptures’, not as an attorney may read 
a will, merely to know the sense, but as the heir reads it, as a 
description and proof of his interest….” 
  
John Newton 
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Persecuted For Righteousness Sake 
(Matt 5:10) 

Elderly Nigerian imam given award for saving 262 Christians from 
Muslim extremists 
30th July 2019 
 

Imam Abubakar Abdullahi selflessly risked his own life 
to save members of another religious community, who 
would have likely been killed without his 
intervention.  On June 23, 2018, ethnic Fulani 
herdsmen, who are predominantly Muslim, launched 
coordinated attacks on 10 villages in Barkin Ladi, killing 
hundreds of ethnic Berom farmers, who are 
predominantly Christian.   
 
As Imam Abdullahi was finishing midday prayers, he and 
his congregation heard gunshots and went outside to see 
members of the town’s Christian community 

fleeing.  Instinctively, the Imam ushered 262 Christians into the mosque and his home next to the 
mosque.  The Imam then went outside to confront the gunmen and he refused to allow them to 
enter, pleading with them to spare the Christians inside, even offering to sacrifice his life for theirs.   
 
Although the gunmen killed 84 people in Nghar village that day, Imam Abdullahi’s actions saved 
the lives of hundreds more.  Born in Bauchi State around 1936, the Imam has lived in Nghar for 60 
years and led the Muslim community through the mosque, which was built on land provided by the 
Christian community.			
	
He said later that he wanted to help because, 40 years previously, Christians in the area had 
allowed Muslims to build the mosque. He said it was the first time he had experienced such “an 
ugly incident” in all the years that Muslims had lived in a neighbouring village to the Christian 
farmers.3 
 

The Word Of Our God Shall Stand For Ever 
(Isaiah 40:8) 

 
HUBBLE SPACE TELESCOPE CAPTURES MORE 

STUNNING PHOTOS OF GOD’S AMAZING 
UNIVERSE 

“The galaxy is at a perfect orientation for astronomers on Earth 
to see its incredible structure, with wide arms spreading out into 
space. The intricate, near-perfect symmetry on display here 
reveals the incredible complexity of NGC 2985. Multiple tightly 
wound spiral arms widen as they whirl outward from the galaxy’s 
bright core, slowly fading and dissipating until these majestic 
structures disappear into the emptiness of intergalactic space, 

 
3 https://www.state.gov/international-religious-freedom-award-winners/ 
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On This Day 
 

Three Loves, and a Fourth 
 

August 4 

 

Our passions can often be channeled for God’s glory. Wilfred Grenfell 
developed three loves, the first being sports. He swam in cold rivers and sailed 
the Irish Sea. At 18 he found another passion when a doctor showed him a 
human brain chemically preserved. Grenfell decided at once to become a 
physician. 

While in medical school, he developed his third love. Passing a large tent 
one evening, he ducked in, thinking it a circus. It was a revival meeting, and an 
aged man was droning on in prayer. Grenfell started to leave when another man 
leaped up and announced a hymn “while our brother continues his prayer.” The 
man, D. L. Moody, proceeded to preach so effectively that Grenfell was 
converted on the spot. He had found his third love—the Lord. 

Those passions—sports, medicine, and God—led Grenfell to volunteer with 
an organization called Mission to Deep Sea Fishermen. The mission sponsored 
a mercy ship that ministered to thousands living on boats and along the North 
Atlantic coastline. The work spread to Newfoundland, and on August 4, 1892, 
Grenfell sailed into the waters of Labrador to begin a lifetime of ministry. 

Grenfell soon saw that two hospitals were needed there, an onshore clinic 
for coastal residents and a floating hospital for fishing fleets. He raised money, 
established the hospitals, and the work soon included numerous hospitals and 
dispensaries throughout the cold, bitter land. He started schools and orphanages 
for the young. He organized cooperative stores for Labradorians to barter their 
furs and fish for supplies. He spent his life sailing along northern shores and 
traveling by dogsled across frozen landscapes, caring for the sick, teaching the 
young, preaching the gospel. His whole life was a glorious indulgence in his 
three loves. 

He found a fourth love as well. One day aboard a ship he met a beautiful 
woman, a total stranger, fell violently in love with her, and proposed without 
even asking her name. She accepted. The two ministered side by side for the 
rest of their lives.2 

Trust in the LORD, and do good; so shalt thou dwell in the land, and verily thou shalt 
be fed. 4 Delight thyself also in the LORD; and he shall give thee the desires of thine 
heart. (Psalm 37:3–4) 

 

 
2 Robert J. Morgan, On This Day: Amazing and Inspiring Stories about Saints, Martyrs & Heroes, electronic ed., (Nashville: Thomas 
Nelson Publishers, 1997). 
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176 Words. 

  
“My soul is continually in my hand:  

yet do I not forget thy law.” 

 
  (Ps 119:109) 

 
Death is the enemy of mankind; it pursues us and desires in every way to take us 

from this life. David was pursued by King Saul, his life was in his hands 
and he did all he could to evade the King, yet there were times where the 
Lord had David courageously confront him. Perhaps we don’t have a 
mortal enemy that would pursue us to that same extent, but we all share 
the same mortal enemy. Relating to verse ten, the Psalmist desires to relate 
the fragility of his life, his soul being in constant danger, yet none of us 
know of the fragility of our own lives. 

It is therefore vital that we not forget the law of the Lord, the Scriptures brings 
to us all the comforts, hope and security of life, that understanding is found 
therein, it answers all the questions we have in its pondering context and 
that in reading and attending to it every day, we are reminded by the Lord 
that we abide in all safety in his hands. (John 10:27-30)  

 
 

 
Pr Edi Giudetti 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

A Proverb For Memory 
 
 

“He that is despised, and hath a servant, is better than he 
that honoureth himself, and lacketh bread.” 

 
Proverbs 12:9 
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Words Of Hope 
 

PLANTED 

“And the Lord God planted a garden eastward in Eden” (Gen. 2:8a).  

“Thou shalt bring them in, and plant them in the mountain of thine inheritance, in the 
place, O LORD, which thou hast made for thee to dwell in, in the Sanctuary, O Lord, 
which thy hands have established.” (Exodus 15:17) 

“And I have given you a land for which ye did not labour, and cities which ye built 
not, and ye dwell in them; of the vineyards and oliveyards which ye planted not do ye 
eat.” (Joshua 24:13)  

“His delight is in the law of the Lord… . And he shall be like a tree planted by the 
rivers of water” (Ps. 1:2–3a).  

“He that planted the ear, shall he not hear?” (Ps. 94:9a).  

“A wise man is strong; yea, a man of knowledge increaseth strength” (Prov. 24:5).  

“And they shall build houses, and inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards, and 
eat the fruit of them” (Isa. 65:21).  

“answered and said, Every plant, which my heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be 
rooted up” (Matt. 15:13b).  

“I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase” (I Cor. 3:6). 

 

GOLDEN THOUGHT 
 

He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water. 

 
 

	 7 

Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice. 
(Philippians 4:4) 

 

Mocking Sin 
“Fools make a mock at sin; but among the righteous there is favor.” 

(Proverbs 14:9) 
 

MANY are the fools in our day, for many are those who mock sin. We note three 
ways in which fools mock sin. They mock its criminality, they mock its 
condemnation, and they mock its consequences. 

Mocking its criminality. Many mock sin by denying that it is wrong. Some joke 
about their evil and say they have not done anything wrong. And this mocking 
becomes more serious when legislatures pass laws to permit the sin to be done 
without prosecution. As an example, abortion and gambling are gross sins; yet in our 
land they are sanctioned by laws. This is nothing but mocking the criminality of the 
sin. And God says “Fools” mock sin. Thus we conclude that the legislators are “fools” 
in passing these laws sanctioning sin. 

Mocking its condemnation. Those who mock sin will mock those who condemn 
sin. If you take a stand against evil, you will often be the butt of jokes and be laughed 
at by the mockers. Preachers who preach against sin will be attacked and ridiculed as 
unloving and unsensitive. The attack upon the whistle-blower at work shows how 
mean this mocking can become, for those who expose evil on the job are often 
severely attacked and even fired because they dared to take a stand against evil 
practices at work. 

Mocking its consequences. Perhaps the most obvious and frequent form of 
mocking of sin is the mocking of its consequences. The mocker laughs at the idea of 
sin being punished. The criminal deludes himself into believing he will not be caught 
which is simply one way of mocking the consequences of sin. The solicitor to sin will 
tell you that the evil deed will not hurt you. So peddlers of booze advertise booze as 
life when it is in fact death. They mock the consequences of drinking in their 
advertisement. Especially does Satan mock the eternal consequences of sin. He would 
make hell a joke. But it is a sick joke. Those who mock the eternal consequences of 
sin go against the Word of God and will experience eternal judgment which will 
forever stop their mocking!1 
  
 
 
 
 

 
1 John G. Butler, Daily Bible Reading: Sermonettes, (Clinton, IA: LBC Publications, 2004), 2:194. 


