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Announcements and Things to Come 
 
Studies and Encouragements. 
 

• Communion, 1st Sunday Each Month 10am.  
• Prayer meeting / Bible Study Every Wednesday at Pr Edi’s home 7.30pm.  
• Birthdays:  

o Victor Lia 7th August 
• Ladies Bible Study TUESDAY 27th August 1:30pm. Please see Maria for further details. 

• GETTING DEEPER STUDIES 2nd Sunday of the month at 1pm, at Church.  
• King’s Kids.  30th August, 7:pm at church,  
• Business Meeting 25th August. 1pm 
• Prayer & Praise List 

Missionaries (Bell Family) 
Sunbury 
Government  
The Gospel to Friends/Family 
Christian Persecution. 

 

 
 
 
 

  
 

 

Welcome to Hope Baptist Church 

 

Sunday 25th of August 2019 

 
 
 

531 Elizabeth Dr Sunbury 
Service Sundays 10:30am today  

 
 

www.hopebc.org.au 

“For whatsoever things were written 
aforetime were written for our learning, 
that we through patience and comfort of 

the scriptures might have hope”.  
Romans 15:4 
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Hymn To Remember 
Come Thou Fount 

 

Author: Robert Robinson (1735-1790) 
Scriptures: Exo 33:14, 1 Sam 7:3-12, Psalm 92, Prov 10:22, Isa 6:1-3, Zech 13:1, Mt 18:10, Jn 1:14-17 

 

1 Come, thou Fount of every blessing, 
tune my heart to sing thy grace; 
streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
call for songs of loudest praise. 

Teach me some melodious sonnet, 
sung by flaming tongues above. 

Praise the mount I'm fixed upon it 
mount of Thy redeeming love. 

2 Here I find mine Ebenezer 
hither by thy help I'm come; 

and I hope by thy good pleasure, 
safely to arrive at home. 

Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
wandering from the fold of God; 
he to rescue me from danger, 
Interposed his precious blood. 

3 Oh, to grace how great a debtor 
daily I'm constrained to be! 

Let thy goodness, like a fetter, 
bind my wandering heart to thee: 

prone to wander Lord I feel it, 
prone to leave the God I love; 

here's my heart, O take and seal it; 
seal it for thy courts above. 

 

Robert Robinson, (1735 – 1790)  
Robert Robinson was born at Swaffham, Norfolk, in 1735. In 1749, he 
was apprenticed to  
a hairdresser, in Crutched Friars, London. Hearing a discourse 
preached by Whitefield on "The Wrath to Come," in 1752, he was 
deeply impressed, and after a period of much disquietude, he gave 
himself to a religious life. 
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HOLD THE FORT 
 

Words and Music by Philip P. Bliss, 1838–1876 
 
Only hold on to what you have until I come. (Revelation 2:25) 
 
God’s call to each believer is to be obedient and faithful—not to seek a life of earthly 

success. Difficulties and defeats are a normal part of every Christian’s life. Our 
response to negative situations can either shatter us or they can intensify our 
perseverance and confidence in a sovereign God. It has been said that a mark of a 
champion athlete is not how he/she responds to a victory, but how a difficult loss on a 
previous day has been met. 

As was true of so many of Philip P. Bliss’s gospel songs, this stirring hymn was 
inspired by an illustration used by Major Whittle, an officer in the American Civil War, 
while addressing a YMCA meeting on the text from Revelation 2:25. Major Whittle’s 
illustration was about a small Northern force of soldiers in charge of guarding a great 
quantity of supplies. They were being hard pressed by greatly superior Confederate 
forces. Finally, the Confederate general, General French, commanded the Federal 
troops to surrender. At that moment the troops saw a signal from their leader, General 
Sherman, on a hill some miles away, which said, “Hold the fort, I am coming. 
Sherman.” The story so captivated Bliss’s interest that he could not retire that evening 
until he had completed both the text and the music for this rousing gospel song. It later 
became a great favorite in the Moody-Sankey campaigns both in Great Britain and in 
the United States. 

We too have a commander now in heaven who has promised to return for us. Victory 
is certain! Our responsibility is to faithfully “hold the fort” and to “occupy till He 
comes” (Luke 19:13 KJV). 

Ho, my comrades, see the signal waving in the sky! Reinforcements now 
appearing, victory is nigh. 

See the mighty host advancing, Satan leading on; Mighty men around us 
falling, courage almost gone! 

See the glorious banner waving! Hear the trumpet blow! In our Leader’s name 
we triumph over ev’ry foe. 

Fierce and long the battle rages, but our help is near; Onward comes our great 
Commander—cheer, my comrades, cheer! 

Chorus: “Hold the fort, for I am coming,” Jesus signals still; wave the answer 
back to heaven, “By Thy grace we will.” 

 Matthew 10:22; Romans 5:3; 2 Timothy 2:10; Hebrews 12:2, 6, 7; James 1:12 
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A Reason of the Hope That is In You 
1 Peter 3:15 

ITS UNITY 
The Bible is a unique phenomenon, wholly unrivalled in the world of letters. It is a literary 
marvel, a moral miracle. 

It is not the product of one editor who chose his contributors, mapped out his course of 
study, gave each his assignment and then brought them all together in a neatly bound 
volume. Its writing is as diverse as can possibly be imagined. Here are sixty-six different 
books, written by some forty authors in three different languages and over a period of about 
1,600 years.  Hastings eloquently comments: 

‘The authorship of this Book is wonderful. Here are words written by kings, by 
emperors, by princes, by poets, by sages, by philosophers, by fishermen, by statesmen, 
by men learned in the wisdom of Egypt, educated in the schools of Babylon, trained up 
at the feet of the Rabbis in Jerusalem. It was written by men in exile, in the desert, in 
shepherds’ tents, in “green pastures” and “beside still waters”. Among its authors we 
find the tax-gatherer, the herdsman, the gatherer of sycamore fruit; we find poor men, 
rich men, statesmen, preachers, exiles, captains, legislators, judges; men of every grade 
and class are represented in this wonderful volume, which is in reality a library, filled 
with history, genealogy, ethnology, law, ethics, prophecy, poetry, eloquence, medicine, 
sanitary science, political economy and perfect rules for the conduct of personal and 
social life. It contains all kinds of writing; but what a jumble it would be if sixty-six 
books were written in this way by ordinary men.’ 

The vast differences in every aspect of its production are obvious to even the most 
casual observer. The authors are so different and remote from one another that they would 
not have been acquainted nor could they have conspired together for either evil or good 
purposes. They had enormous differences in cultural backgrounds, writing in Egypt, 
Babylon, Israel, Asia Minor and Europe. Their understanding of events and circumstances, 
of values and concepts, of religions and philosophies must have been influenced by the 
milieu in which they lived. 

They spoke of hygiene, of science, of history, both of the contemporary world and of 
Israel’s part in it. Their writings were moral and theological, practical and down to earth, 
forensic and legislative, national and personal, prophetic and apocalyptic, advisory and 
authoritative. They uttered both anathema and benediction. There is law and history, poetry 
and prose, wisdom and ethic. 

The styles of writing vary with every author, and at times within his own writings. There 
is that of the flowing orator, the wise counsellor, the fiery prophet, the explicit denunciator, 
the tender lover, the meticulous investigator, the accurate historian, the logical theologian, 
the dreaming visionary. 

What a dreadful muddle it would all be if there was no central controlling influence; but 
it all fits together like a hand in a glove. The unity is miraculous and marvellous.5 

 
5 Colin N. Peckham, The Authority of the Bible, (Scotland; Great Britain: Christian Focus Publications, 1999), 13–15. 
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Order of Service 
 

 

Welcome 
 

Announcements   
 

Hymn – Come Thou Fount (17) 
 

Prayer Time 
 

Hymn – Battle Hymn Of The Republic 530 
 

Testimony – Cody Keopora 
 

Bible Reading- Romans 8:16-23 
 

Sermon –Heirs Of God 
 

Hymn – We’re Marching To Zion 514 
 

 

A word on The Word 
 
“Having Gods law in our hands, we are no longer to form our 
judgements by the maxims and customs of the world, where 
evil is called good, and good evil; but we are to try every 
principle, temper, and practice, by this standard.” 
  
John Newton 
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Sermon Notes 
 

 

The Exalted State of Our Relationship (Rom 8:16, Gal 4:4-7, ) 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….…
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………..……………………………………………………………………………………… … 
………………….…………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

The Inheritance Gained By Our Relationship (Rom 8:16-17, 1 Cor 2:9, Heb 9:15-17, Col 3:3-4, 2 Thess 2:14, Heb 
1:14, Ja 2:5, 1 Pet 1:3-4, Col 1:5, Eph 1:12-14, 1 Jn 3:2)  
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………  
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

The Experience Shared Through Our Relationship (Rom 8:17, 1 Pet 3:17, Jn 15:20, 2 Tim 3:12, Mrk 14:55, Mat 
27:29, Lk 23:34, Mt 27:39-43, Mt 26:3-4, Jn 7:12, Mrk 12:13, Jn 6:6, Lk 9:41, Lk 23:28-31, Jn 1:10-11, Jn 19:15, Mt 27:25, Lk 
14:27, Gal 4:28-29, Lk 18:33, Isa 52:14, Isa 50:6, Mrk 15:19, Mt 4:1-11, 1 Pet 5:8-9, Ja 4:7, Eph 6:11, Eph 4:27, 2 Cor 2:11) 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………  
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………  
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

The Comparative Glory Of Our Relationship (Rom 8:18, Eph 1:18, 1 Cor 3:12, 2 Cor 4:8-12, 2 Cor 4:17-18, ) 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………  
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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There is a way which seemeth right unto a man…  
(Prov 14:12a) 

 

Transhuman Quest: AI Chips Implanted In Brain 
 
POSTED	BY:	CARA	CURTIS AUGUST	16,	2019 

Last	month,	Elon	Musk’s	Neuralink2,	a	neurotechnology	company,	revealed	its	plans	to	
develop	brain-reading	technology	over	the	next	few	years.	One	of	the	goals	for	Musk’s	firm	is	
to	eventually	implant	microchip-devices	into	the	brains	of	paralyzed	people,	allowing	them	
to	control	smartphones	and	computers.	

Although	this	Black	Mirror-esque	technology	
could	hold	potentially	life-changing	powers	
for	those	living	with	disabilities,	according	to	
Cognitive	Psychologist	Susan	Schneider,	it’s	
not	such	a	great	idea,	and	I	can’t	help	but	feel	
relieved,	I’m	with	Schneider	on	this.	

Musk,	who’s	also	the	Chief	Executive	of	both	
Tesla	and	SpaceX,	aims	to	make	implanting	AI	
in	the	brain	as	safe	and	commonplace	as	laser	

eye	surgery.	But,	how	would	this	work?	In	a	video	presented	unveiled	at	the	California	
Academy	of	Science,	Musk	said	the	implant	would	record	information	emitted	by	
neurons	in	the	brain.3	

The	tiny	processors	will	connect	to	your	brain	via	tiny	threads	significantly	thinner	than	a	
human	hair	(about	4	to	6	μm	in	width).	These	sensors	will	fit	on	the	surface	of	your	skull	and	
then	relay	information	to	a	wearable	computer	that	sits	behind	your	ear,	called	The	Link.	
With	this	all	in	place,	your	brain	can	then	connect	to	your	iPhone	via	an	app	—	we	are	truly	
living	in	the	future	and	it’s	terrifying.	

Schneider goes on to say: “The issue is also philosophical: What is the nature of the self 
or mind? If the mind is just the brain, a full merger with AI wouldn’t work. I suspect those 
advocating a mind-machine merger think the self is a program.” 

Musk	isn’t	the	only	person	radicalizing	the	future	of	our	brain’s.	For	example,	Ray	
Kurzweil,	the	futurist	and	Director	of	Engineering	at	Google,	said	he	expects	that	we’ll	
be	able	to	back	our	brains	up	to	the	cloud	by	20454	—	ultimately	making	us	immortal.	

But	as	Schneider	points	out,	we	shouldn’t	fully	invest	our	trust	in	the	suggestion	that	
humans	can	merge	with	AI.	Instead,	more	research	should	be	done	around	the	possibilities	
and	consequences	of	merging	technology	with	the	human	brain. 	

 
2 https://www.neuralink.com 
3 https://thenextweb.com/artificial-intelligence/2019/07/17/elon-musks-neuralink-wants-you-to-type-on-your-iphone-using-your-brain/  
4 https://www.inverse.com/article/33373-ray-kurzweil-singularity-thoughts  
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Persecuted For Righteousness Sake 
(Matt 5:10) 

Modi urged to take action against violent extremists 
after brutal attack on prayer meeting in India 

 
9 August 2019 
Church leaders have urged India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi to take immediate action 
against violent extremists after a series of attacks against Christians left a pastor and two of 
his congregation badly beaten. 
The Evangelical Fellowship of India (EFI) called on the government and district authorities 
to take steps to safeguard the rights of religious minority communities and to provide 
protection for churches against attack. 

India’s Prime Minister, Narendra Modi 

On 29 July, a mob of extremists attacked two 
Christian men and verbally abused Christian 
women as they made their way to a prayer 
meeting at a home in Kanshiram Colony, 
Kanpur, Uttar Pradesh. The mob then dragged 
the pastor from the prayer meeting and brutally 
beat him. 
The extremists launched another violent attack 
on the pastor at the local police station where all 
three Christian men were detained for five 
hours. No action was taken against the attackers, 

but the Christians were warned by the police not to gather to pray again. 
Also in Uttar Pradesh, on 29 July, extremists threatened a pastor in Maharajganj district. 
While, on 4 August, two Christians were confronted in Dindigul district, Tamil Nadu and 
taken to the local police station on allegations that they were involved in forced conversion. 
The Christians were later released. 
In another incident, two police officers ordered a church service to be stopped in Bhiwani 
district, Haryana on 28 July. They took the pastor and two members of the congregation to 
the police station before releasing them without charge. 
EFI said that targeted violence and hate crime directed against Christians in Uttar Pradesh, 
India’s most populous state, almost tripled in 2018 compared to the previous year. Its 
annual report, published in February 2019, stated that there were 132 persecution incidents 
in the state in 2018, compared to 50 in 2017. 
In India as a whole, there were 325 recorded incidents of Christians being targeted in 2018. 
This was slightly lower than in 2017 when the figure rose to 351, but about twice as high as 
the annual numbers reported in any year from 2012-2015. 
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176 Words. 

  

“I have inclined mine heart to perform thy statutes 
alway, even unto the end.” 

 

  (Ps 119:112) 
 

Perhaps that is all that it takes, perhaps it’s just the inclination of the heart, 
decided individually, to perform the statutes of the Lord even unto the end.  

We might take years and years to decide on a commitment to a relationship, yet 
it is not until the ‘I do’ has been uttered from the lips that the commitment 
is made. Years of preparation might lead to this point, yet some are 
determined and committed at the moment of sight. 

The testimonies of many are so wonderfully reflected in this truth. Some have 
coalesced for many years, joining one thought to another concerning the 
salvation offered in Christ, until the moment came that a choice was made. 
To others it was the very moment of hearing of that matchless grace that is 
found in the Saviour that secured hope of everlasting life. 

Trusting in the words of God is the inclination of the heart; the fallow ground of 
some need to be turned, while others already possess that good ground into 
which the Word is sown. 

 
 
Pr Edi Giudetti 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

A Proverb For Memory 
 
 

“The wicked desireth the net of evil men: but the 
root of the righteous yieldeth fruit.” 

 

Proverbs 12:12 
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Words Of Hope 
 

PURE 
“With the merciful thou wilt shew thyself merciful, and with the upright 
man thou wilt shew thyself upright. 27 With the pure thou wilt shew thyself 
pure; and with the froward thou wilt shew thyself unsavoury.” (2 Sam 
22:26-27) 
“The words of the LORD are pure words: as silver tried in a furnace of 
earth, purified seven times. 7 Thou shalt keep them, O LORD, thou shalt 
preserve them from this generation for ever.” (Ps 12:6-7) 
“The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart: the commandment 
of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes.” (Ps. 19:8). 
 “Thy word is very pure: therefore thy servant loveth it” (Ps. 119:140).  
“Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God” (Matt. 5:8).  
“Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, 
whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things 
are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and 
if there be any praise, think on these things” (Phil 4:8).  
“Unto the pure all things are pure: but unto them that are defiled and 
unbelieving is nothing pure; but even their mind and conscience is defiled.” 
(Titus 1:15).  
“And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is 
pure” (I John 3:3). 

GOLDEN THOUGHT 
 

Thy Word is very pure. 
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On This Day 
 
 

Curtain Call 

 

August 25 

 

The last great Roman persecution against the church occurred during the reign of 
Diocletian, a son of slaves, who became emperor in 284. Diocletian seemed tolerant 
of Christians at first. His wife and daughter studied Christian writings. But as the new 
faith grew and large church buildings began appearing in major cities, the emperor 
put Christianity to the rack. One of the strangest incidents occurred in 303 when 
Diocletian attended a play in Rome. In the performance, actors clothed in white made 
fun of Christian rituals and habits. One of them, Genesius, ran onto the stage and fell 
to the floor crying, “I feel so heavy. I want to be made light. I want to die as a 
Christian that on that day I may fly up to God as a refuge.” A mock priest and an 
exorcist ran to his side, performing rituals including a fake baptism. 

The crowd roared with laughter. But Genesius had grown up in a Christian home, 
and his pagan ways had failed to destroy his Christian roots. He was suddenly 
haunted with pangs of conviction so strong that he cried out, “I want to receive the 
grace of Christ, that I may be born again, and be set free from the sins which have 
been my ruin.” 

Many in the crowd thought he was still acting. But he rose, interrupting the play. 
Looking at the audience he said, “Illustrious emperor, and all you people who have 
laughed loudly at this parody, believe me! Christ is the true Lord!” 

Diocletian, enraged, immediately ordered Genesius stretched onto a device of 
agony called the hobbyhorse. As the tortures increased, his skin was torn with sharp 
hooks and his sides burned with torches. But the actor kept repeating, “There is no 
king except Christ, whom I have seen and worship. For him I will die a thousand 
times. I am sorry for my sin, and for becoming so late a soldier of the true king.” 

The tortures failed to dissuade him, and the curtain fell on his life when he was 
beheaded on this day, August 25, 303.1 

 
 The LORD our God be with us, as he was with our fathers: let him not leave us, 

nor forsake us: 58 That he may incline our hearts unto him, to walk in all his ways, 
and to keep his commandments, and his statutes, and his judgments, which he 
commanded our fathers. 59 And let these my words, wherewith I have made 
supplication before the LORD, be nigh unto the LORD our God day and night, that 
he maintain the cause of his servant, and the cause of his people Israel at all times, as 
the matter shall require (1 Kings 8:57-59) 

 
1 Robert J. Morgan, On This Day: 365 Amazing and Inspiring Stories about Saints, Martyrs & Heroes electronic ed., (Nashville: Thomas 
Nelson Publishers, 1997). 


