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Announcements and Things to Come 
 
Studies and Encouragements. 
 

• Communion, 1st Sunday Each Month 10am.  
• Prayer meeting / Bible Study Every Wednesday at Pr Edi’s home 7.30pm.  
• Birthdays:  

o Victor Lia 7th August 
• Ladies Bible Study TUESDAY 13th August 1:30pm. Please see Maria for further details. 

• GETTING DEEPER STUDIES 2nd Sunday of the month at 1pm, at Church.  
• King’s Kids.  “Glow In The Dark Night” including dinner. 16th August 6:30pm 
• Business Meeting 25th August. 1pm 
• Prayer & Praise List 

Missionaries (Bell Family) 
Sunbury 
Government  
The Gospel to Friends/Family 
Christian Persecution. 

 

 
 
 
 

  
 

 
Welcome to Hope Baptist Church 

 
Sunday 11th of August 2019 

 
 
 

531 Elizabeth Dr Sunbury 
Service Sundays 10:30am today  

 
 

www.hopebc.org.au 

“For whatsoever things were written 
aforetime were written for our learning, 
that we through patience and comfort of 

the scriptures might have hope”.  
Romans 15:4 
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Hymn To Remember 
Come Thou Fount 

 

Author: Robert Robinson (1735-1790) 
Scriptures: Exo 33:14, 1 Sam 7:3-12, Psalm 92, Prov 10:22, Isa 6:1-3, Zech 13:1, Mt 18:10, Jn 1:14-17 

 

1 Come, thou Fount of every blessing, 
tune my heart to sing thy grace; 
streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
call for songs of loudest praise. 

Teach me some melodious sonnet, 
sung by flaming tongues above. 

Praise the mount I'm fixed upon it 
mount of Thy redeeming love. 

2 Here I find mine Ebenezer 
hither by thy help I'm come; 

and I hope by thy good pleasure, 
safely to arrive at home. 

Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
wandering from the fold of God; 
he to rescue me from danger, 
Interposed his precious blood. 

3 Oh, to grace how great a debtor 
daily I'm constrained to be! 

Let thy goodness, like a fetter, 
bind my wandering heart to thee: 

prone to wander Lord I feel it, 
prone to leave the God I love; 

here's my heart, O take and seal it; 
seal it for thy courts above. 

 

Robert Robinson, (1735 – 1790)  
Robert Robinson was born at Swaffham, Norfolk, in 1735. In 1749, he 
was apprenticed to  
a hairdresser, in Crutched Friars, London. Hearing a discourse 
preached by Whitefield on "The Wrath to Come," in 1752, he was 
deeply impressed, and after a period of much disquietude, he gave 
himself to a religious life. 

 
	 11 

A Reason of the Hope That is In You 
1 Peter 3:15 

Scientists Who Believe 

In their book What is Creation Science? Henry M. Morris and Gary E. Parker wrote that 
most of the great scientists of the past who founded and developed the key disciplines of 
science were creationists. Note the following sampling: 

Physics: Newton, Faraday, Maxwell, Kelvin 
Chemistry: Boyle, Dalton, Pascal, Ramsay 
Biology: Ray, Linnaeus, Mendel, Pasteur 
Geology: Steno, Woodward, Brewster, Agassiz 
Astronomy: Kepler, Galileo, Herschel, Maunder 

These men, as well as scores of others who could be mentioned, were creationists, not 
evolutionists, and their names are practically synonymous with the rise of modern science. 
To them, the scientific enterprise was a high calling, one dedicated to “thinking God’s 
thoughts after Him.” 

Johannes Kepler declared, “The chief aim of all investigation of the external world should 
be to discover the rational order and harmony which has been imposed on it by God.” Kepler 
was prepared to put aside the plans he had made for his life, and to humbly follow God’s 
leading. As a result, he was able to say in later life, “I had the intention of becoming a 
theologian … but now I see how God is, by my endeavors, also glorified in astronomy, for 
‘the heavens declare the glory of God.’ ” 

Arthur H. Compton, winner of the Nobel Prize in Physics, stated, “Science is the glimpse 
of God’s purpose in nature. The very existence of the amazing world of the atom and radiation 
points to a purposeful creation, to the idea that there is a God and an intelligent purpose back 
of everything … An orderly universe testifies to the greatest statement ever uttered: ‘In the 
beginning, God …’ ” 

Many of the greatest scientists clearly see God’s hand in creation: 

• Lord Kelvin: “With regard to the origin of life, science … positively affirms creative 
power.” 

• Louis Pasteur: “The more I study nature, the more I stand amazed at the work of the 
Creator.” 

• Sir Isaac Newton: “All material things seem to have been composed of the hard and solid 
particles abovementioned, variously associated in the first creation by the counsel of an 
intelligent Agent. For it became Him who created them to set them in order. And if he did 
so, it’s unphilosophical to seek for any other origin of the world, or to pretend that it might 
arise out of a chaos by the mere laws of nature.” 

• Albert Einstein: “Science can only be created by those who are thoroughly imbued with 
the aspiration toward truth and understanding. This source of feeling, however, springs 
from the sphere of religion. To this there also belongs the faith in the possibility that the 
regulations valid for the world of existence are rational, that is, comprehensible to reason. 
I cannot conceive of a genuine scientist without that profound faith.”5 

 
5 Kirk Cameron and Ray Comfort, The School of Biblical Evangelism: 101 Lessons: How to Share Your Faith Simply, Effectively, 
Biblically—the Way Jesus Did, (Gainesville, FL: Bridge-Logos Publishers, 2004), 406–408. 
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There is a way which seemeth right unto a man…  
(Prov 14:12a) 

Smart Cities Promote Social Isolation, Not Togetherness 
Image:	NYC	Streets	
POSTED	BY:	MOHAMMAD	A.	QADEER	AUGUST	7,	2019	
 

George Orwell’s novel 1984, published in 1949, 
imagines a society organized by a totalitarian state 
where daily life is regimented and Big Brother 
programs every move. Not a totalitarian government, 
but corporate power, combining with new applications 
of information technologies, may be leading us to a 
similar society. 

Undoubtedly digital technologies are transformative. 
The instant communications of the internet, the joy of FaceTime with friends and relatives, and 
Google’s vast trove of information have immeasurably enriched human life. Smartphones have 
made almost the whole world accessible. 

What digital technologies have done in medicine, industries, transportation, commercial 
dealings are no less than a miracle. YSmartet it does not mean that they are without social 
costs and that every new use of these technologies will increase human welfare. 

The digital technologies combined with sensors and satellites are now being applied to our 
daily activities, threatening the bases of social organization and human relations. We are 
increasingly being programmed to act, behave and relate with each other in predetermined 
ways. 

Two trends are striking: reduction in human contacts and face-to face dealings and the loss of 
spontaneity and personal decision-making in daily life, increasing social isolation and 
regimentation. 

Google’s proposed Sidewalk Labs in Toronto envisions a technology-led urban neighbourhood. 
The public discussions of these plans focus on privacy, ownership of data and surveillance, the 
regimented social life coming with its algorithms-driven neighbourhood should be of equal 
concern. Let us look at some trends already underway. 

The new shopping experience is meant to liberate us from waiting in line and dealing with a 
cashier by picking, selecting, scanning and paying for groceries and other goods by ourselves. 
Shopping online brings clothes, shoes, even cars. Skip the Dishes will deliver favourite food at 
your doorstep. One can work from home without the companionship of co-workers. Apps, 
programmes and algorithms are shredding human connections and casual encounters. 

Driverless cars are on the horizon and smart cities are the new promise. Smart technologies will 
not only relieve us of decision-making but also guide us in our everyday life. Is this not the 
1984 embraced voluntarily without a visible big brother? 

The social fallout of these smart modes of living is social isolation, loneliness, loss of personal 
choices and freedom to make decisions. The penetration of digital technologies, in the name of 
economic efficiency, in our small, casual and everyday interactions erodes opportunities for 
human connections.4 (Go to reference below for more information) 

 
4 https://www.technocracy.news/smart-cities-promote-social-isolation-not-togetherness/  
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Order of Service 
 

 

Welcome 
 

Announcements   
 

Hymn – Come Thou Fount (17) 
 

Prayer Time 
 

Hymn – We Have An Anchor 265 
 

Testimony – Chrissie Estoppey 
 

Bible Reading- Romans 8:1-9 
 

Sermon –Christ Made Me Free. 
 

Hymn – Stand Up For Jesus 378 
 

A word on The Word 
 
“You say, ‘O we must study science and literature and such 
things, in order to understand the Bible’. What can a botanist 
tell you about the ‘Rose of Sharon’ and the ‘Lily of the 
Valley?’ What can the geologist tell you about the ‘Rock of 
Ages?’ What can the astronomer tell you about ‘The Bright 
and Morning Star?’” 
  
D.L. Moody 
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Persecuted For Righteousness Sake 
(Matt 5:10) 

CHINA: Exorbitant Fines Imposed on Landlords of Religious 
Venues.  08 August 2019 

A new strategy has raised the level of fear among the 
church in China. Anyone renting to a house church can 
be punished with a steep fine – up to $45,000. The 
measure, supported with much publicity, has left many 
churches homeless. 

A Christian from an impoverished household in 
Luanchuan County used to host small religious 
gatherings throughout the year. When she saw banners 
displayed throughout the city threatening to impose huge 

fines, she stopped, fearing that she would be unable to find the money for the penalty. 

In another case, the police and local officials have been harassing the landlady of a house 
church meeting venue in Jinshui district of Henan’s Zhengzhou city since last year. Her 
property was used by a church which has more than 100 congregation members. 

The authorities demanded she stop allowing the Christians to use her property. At first the 
woman refused to obey, so in April, officials told her that “religious issues are political” 
and threatened to fine her if she continued renting the venue to believers. The landlady said 
that officials would call her practically every day to put pressure on her, they even 
threatened to arrest her. The woman was told that even after she ousts the believers from 
her property, she will still have to report to authorities when she rents out the building 
again. Pressured and intimidated, the landlady had no choice but to obey, and the house 
church ceased gathering in April. 

“We have the largest number of house churches in Henan. The government is implementing 
such severe measures in its crackdown to eradicate house churches completely,” a member 
of a house church commented. 

Similar situations have occurred in various regions. Sometimes, the police don’t even need 
to appear in person to shut down a church: a threatening phone call is sufficient to make the 
landlord fear repercussions. 

For house churches that generally rent their venues, the suppression tactic to threaten 
landlords with hefty fines is detrimental – they are left with no place to congregate.  

Source: Bitter Winter3 

 
3 https://bitterwinter.org 
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Devotional Thoughts 

The Arrow Hit the Mark 
A society was some years ago established to distribute tracts by mail in the 

higher circles. One of these tracts, entitled, “Prepare to meet thy God,” was 
enclosed in an envelope, and sent by post to a gentleman well known for his 
ungodly life and his reckless impiety. He was in his study when he read this letter 
among others. 

“What’s that?” said he. “ ‘Prepare to meet thy God.’ Who has had the 
impudence to send me this cant?” And, with an imprecation on his unknown 
correspondent, he arose to put the paper in the fire. 

“No; I won’t do that,” he said to himself. “On second thoughts, I know what I 
will do. I’ll send it to my friend B——; it will be a good joke to hear what he’ll 
say about it.” 

So saying, he enclosed the tract in a fresh envelope, and in a feigned hand 
directed it to his boon companion. 

Mr. B—— was a man of his own stamp, and received the tract, as his friend 
had done, with an oath at the Methodist humbug; and his first impulse was to tear 
in pieces. “I’ll not tear it either,” said he to himself. “Prepare to meet thy God” at 
once arrested his attention and smote his conscience. The arrow of conviction 
entered his heart as he read, and he was converted. 

Almost his first thought was for his ungodly associates. “Have I received such 
blessed light and truth, and shall I not strive to communicate it to others?” He 
again folded the tract, and enclosed and directed it to one of his companions in 
sin. Wonderful to say, the little arrow hit the mark. His friend read. He also was 
converted; and both are now walking as the Lord’s redeemed ones. 

That Ladder, a Dream 
A man dreamt that he built a ladder from earth to heaven, and when he did a good 

deed up went his ladder a few feet. When he did a very good deed his ladder went 
higher, and when he gave away large sums of money to the poor up it went further still. 
By and by it went out of sight, and as years rolled on, it went up, he thought, past the 
clouds, clear into heaven. When he died he thought he would step off his ladder into 
heaven, but he heard a voice roll out from paradise: 

“He that climbeth up some other way, the same is a thief and a robber.” 
Down he came, ladder and all, and he awoke. He said if he wanted to get salvation 

he must get it in another way than by good deeds, and he took the other way, which is 
by Jesus Christ.2 

 
2 D. L. Moody, Anecdotes, Incidents, and Illustrations, (Chicago; New York; Toronto: Fleming H. Revell, 1898), 21. 
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176 Words. 

  
“The wicked have laid a snare for me:  

yet I erred not from thy precepts.” 

 
  (Ps 119:110) 

 
There is little else that troubles us more than when the wicked desire to entrap 

those who’s hope is the Lord. It is not envy that motivates them, nor is it 
malice against our person, it is a hatred for God that does so. “…the 
reproaches of them that reproached thee are fallen upon me” says the 
Psalmist (Ps 69:9). When the people of the Lord desired to replace the 
prophet Samuel with a King, it was the Lord that made clear to him 
“…they have not rejected thee, but they have rejected me, that I should not 
reign over them” (1 Sam 8:7). From the beginning this was understood by 
Moses who led Israel through the wilderness when the people murmured 
against him, “…and what are we? your murmurings are not against us, 
but against the LORD” (Exo 16:8). 

Though they lay their snare against you, know that it is purposed against the 
Lord whom you desire. This is why the Psalmist will not stray from the 
precepts of the Lord, for nothing more could better fulfill the desire of the 
wicked. 

 
 

 
Pr Edi Giudetti 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

A Proverb For Memory 
 
 

“A righteous man regardeth the life of his beast: but 
the tender mercies of the wicked are cruel.” 

 
Proverbs 12:10 
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Words Of Hope 
 

POWER 
 
“But I will sing of thy power; yea, I will sing aloud of thy mercy in the 
morning” (Ps. 59:16a).  
“My flesh longeth for thee … to see thy power and thy glory, so as I have 
seen thee in the sanctuary” (Ps. 63:1b–2).  
“Great is our Lord, and of great power: his understanding is infinite” (Ps. 
147:5).  
“He giveth power to the faint; and to them that have no might he increaseth 
strength” (Isa. 40:29).  
“But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: 
and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and 
in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth” (Acts 1:8).  
“Jesus Christ our Lord … declared to be the Son of God with power” (Rom. 
1:3b–4b).  
“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God 
unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the 
Greek” (Rom. 1:16). 

GOLDEN THOUGHT 
 

He gives power to the faint. 
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Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice. 
(Philippians 4:4) 

 

State of the Wicked 
“But the wicked are like the troubled sea, when it cannot rest, whose waters cast up 
mire and dirt.” (Isaiah 57:20) 

SCRIPTURE never describes the wicked in a way that would make the righteous 
look inferior. Sometimes to the human eye, it seems that the wicked prosper while the 
righteous suffer. But to the spiritual eye, this apparent contradiction is just that—
apparent. The righteous are the ones who have it best. When life is over and eternity 
is in view, this fact will be very evident to all. 

In this verse we have a description of the wicked. It is a warning to all. It does not 
encourage anyone to go the way of the wicked. This verse shows that the wicked lack 
peace, power, and purity. 

Lack of peace. “The wicked are like the troubled sea.” Comparing this to the 
righteousness of the righteous that are described as the waves of the sea (Isa 48:18). 
But that was not a troubled sea. It was a beautiful sea. Here the wicked is described as 
a troubled sea. It is a sea in turmoil. There is no peace. The waves are tossed about in 
a tempest. Sin kills peace. It is why the world is always at war. Sin does not bring 
peace to any land or soul. It only troubles the land and the soul of man. 

Lack of power. “When it cannot rest.” Sin overpowers the sinner. Sin makes the 
sinner weak. He does not have the power to overcome evil habits. The sinner 
“cannot” stop the turmoil that comes to his life because of sin. He is helpless, he loses 
control of his life and cannot gain control back because he lacks that power. Sin 
enslaves man, and he becomes a servant of sin. Only through redemption in Christ 
Jesus does man gain back that power to overcome evil and get free from the bondage 
of sin. 

Lack of purity. “Whose waters cast up mire and dirt.” The wicked are foul and 
filthy. Like the wild waves of the sea which throw dirt and mire on the shore, the 
wicked are always throwing up filth wherever they are. Their mouths continually 
spew out dirt. Their minds think dirt, and their deeds are dirty. But Christ is the 
answer here. His blood can cleanse the sinner from sin and make him clean before 
God.1 
  
 
 
 
 

 
1 John G. Butler, Daily Bible Reading: Sermonettes, (Clinton, IA: LBC Publications, 2004), 2:216. 


