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“For whatsoever things were written 
aforetime were written for our learning, 
that we through patience and comfort of 

the scriptures might have hope”.  
Romans 15:4 
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Hymn To Remember 
Be Thou My Vision 

 

Translator: Mary Elizabeth Byrne (1880-1931) 
Scriptures: Gen 15:18, Josh 13:33, Ps 3:5, Ps 27, Prov 2:1-15, Dan 4:37, Joel 2:8, John. 9, Rev 21:1-7  

 

1 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 
naught be all else to me, save that thou art - 

thou my best thought by day or by night, 
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 

2 Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word; 
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord; 

thou my great Father, I thy true son; 
thou in me dwelling, and I with thee one. 

3 Be thou my battle shield, sword for my fight; 
be thou my dignity, thou my delight, 

thou my soul's shelter, thou my high tow'r: 
raise thou me heav'n-ward, O Pow'r of my pow'r. 

4 Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise, 
thou mine inheritance, now and always: 

thou and thou only, first in my heart, 
High King of heaven, my treasure thou art. 

5 High King of heaven, my victory won, 
may I reach heaven's joys, O bright heav'n's Sun! 

Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 

 
  
 

Mary Elizabeth Byrne, (July 2, 1880 – January 19, 1931)  
Was born in Ireland. She translated the Old Irish Hymn, "Bí Thusa 'mo Shúile," into English as "Be Thou 
My Vision" in Ériu (the journal of the School of Irish Learning), in 1905.  
A linguist, Byrne received her education from the Dominican Convent in Dublin, and the National 
University of Ireland, where she graduated in 1905.[6] She received the Chancellor's Gold Medal at 
the Royal University of Ireland. She worked for the Board of Intermediate Education, and helped compile 
the Catalog of the Royal Irish Academy. She also contributed to the Old and Mid-Irish 
Dictionary and Dictionary of the Irish Language, and wrote a treatise on England in the Age of Chaucer.  
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Order of Service 
 

 

Welcome 
 

Announcements   
 

Hymn – Be Thou My Vision (334) 
 

Prayer Time 
 

Bible Reading- Romans 7:14-25 
 

Hymn – Wonderful Words of Life 234 
 

Sermon –That Which I Do I Allow Not. 
 

Hymn – Blessed Assurance 255 
 
 

A word on The Word 
 
 
 
“The Bible is the book that presents to us the most 
profound, the most coherent, the most consistent, the most 
comprehensive, the most complete, the most perfectly 
balanced, the most certain, the loftiest and the most 
enduring system of philosophy ever discovered” 
  
R. A. Torrey 
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Sermon Notes 
‘That Which I Do I Allow Not’ 

 
 

That Which I Do I Allow Not (Rom 7:14-16, Jn 4:24, Gen 3:11, Jer 31:33) 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….…
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………..……………………………………………………………………………………… … 
………………….…………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

The Good That I Would I Do Not (Rom 7:17-20, 8:9-11, 1 Cor 3:16, 1 Cor 2:12-14, Isa 4:1, 2 Cor 5:17, Rom 6:14, 1 Jn 3:9) 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….  
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………  
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

I Delight In The Law Of God (Rom 7:21-23, 2 Pet 1:9-15, Phil 1:21, 1 Cor 13:12, 2 Cor 4:14, 1 Pet 3:1-4) 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………  
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Who Shall Deliver Me From The Body Of This Death? (Rom 7:24-25, Gal 5:17, Gen 25:22, 1 Jn 1:9, Prov 24:16, Mt 
18:21, Lk 17:3-4, Rom 8:3, 2 Cor 5:21, Gal 5:16-18, Heb 4:9, Jn 15:5, Mrk 14:36, Phil 4:13) 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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176 Words. 

  
“Accept, I beseech thee, the freewill offerings of my 

mouth, O LORD, and teach me thy judgments.” 

 
  (Ps 119:108) 

 
It’s not the burnt offerings of lambs, bulls and goats, it’s not the flagellation of 

the body nor can it be the depriving of its needs, it will not ever be the 
counting of beads, nor shall ever the mantras of repeated prayers be the 
sacrifice acceptable unto the Lord, but it will always be the freewill 
offerings of the mouth that stems from a broken and a contrite heart, that 
he shall not despise (Ps 51:17). 

We might commonly think that when sin might separate us from our heavenly 
Lord, a complex system of atoning sacrificial endeavours, dreamt up by the 
gymnastics of the conjuring minds of men, would work a mollifying 
influence on our absolute Monarch. That is, until we hear the prophet 
Samuel clarify “…to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the 
fat of rams” (1 Sam 15:22). But having not obeyed, the Lord simply charges 
us for a heartfelt confession as a freewill offering (1 John 1:9). Then, 
trusting that judgement written within his Word by faith, we can justly seek 
that he may teach us more. 

 
 

 
Pr Edi Giudetti 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

A Proverb For Memory 
 
 

“The wicked are overthrown, and are not: but the 
house of the righteous shall stand” 

 
Proverbs 12:7 
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Words Of Hope 
 

PARTAKER 
 

“And say, If we had been in the days of our fathers, we would not have been 
partakers with them in the blood of the prophets.” (Matthew 23:30) 

“It hath pleased them verily; and their debtors they are. For if the Gentiles 
have been made partakers of their spiritual things, their duty is also to 
minister unto them in carnal things.” (Rom 15:27) 

“And our hope of you is stedfast, knowing, that as ye are partakers of the 
sufferings, so shall ye be also of the consolation” (II Cor. 1:7).  
“Because I have you in my heart; inasmuch as both in my bonds, and in the 
defence and confirmation of the gospel, ye all are partakers of my grace” 
(Phil. 1:7b).  
“Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the 
Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus” (Heb. 3:1).  
“For they verily for a few days chastened us after their own pleasure; but he 
for our profit, that we might be partakers of his holiness” (Heb. 12:10).  
“I … am also an elder, and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a 
partaker of the glory that shall be revealed” (I Pet. 5:1). 

 

GOLDEN THOUGHT 
 

A partaker of the glory that shall be revealed. 
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The Necessity of Prayer 
EM Bounds 

IV. PRAYER AND DESIRE 
 

Ardent desire is the basis of unceasing prayer. It is not a shallow, fickle inclination, 
but a strong yearning, an unquenchable ardour, which impregnates, glows, burns and 
fixes the heart. It is the flame of a present and active principle mounting up to God. It 
is ardour propelled by desire, that burns its way to the Throne of mercy, and gains its 
plea. It is the pertinacity of desire that gives triumph to the conflict, in a great struggle 
of prayer. It is the burden of a weighty desire that sobers, makes restless, and reduces 
to quietness the soul just emerged from its mighty wrestlings. It is the embracing 
character of desire which arms prayer with a thousand pleas, and robes it with an 
invincible courage and an all-conquering power. 

The Syrophenician woman is an object lesson of desire, settled to its consistency, 
but invulnerable in its intensity and pertinacious boldness. The importunate widow 
represents desire gaining its end, through obstacles insuperable to feebler impulses. 

Prayer is not the rehearsal of a mere performance; nor is it an indefinite, widespread 
clamour. Desire, while it kindles the soul, holds it to the object sought. Prayer is an 
indispensable phase of spiritual habit, but it ceases to be prayer when carried on by 
habit alone. It is depth and intensity of spiritual desire which give intensity and depth 
to prayer. The soul cannot be listless when some great desire fires and inflames it. The 
urgency of our desire holds us to the thing desired with a tenacity which refuses to be 
lessened or loosened; it stays and pleads and persists, and refuses to let go until the 
blessing has been vouchsafed. 

“Lord, I cannot let Thee go, Till a blessing Thou bestow; Do not turn away Thy face; 
Mine’s an urgent, pressing case.” 

The secret of faint heartedness, lack of importunity, want of courage and strength 
in prayer, lies in the weakness of spiritual desire, while the non-observance of prayer 
is the fearful token of that desire having ceased to live. That soul has turned from God 
whose desire after Him no longer presses it to the inner chamber. There can be no 
successful praying without consuming desire. Of course there can be much seeming 
to pray, without desire of any kind. 

Many things may be catalogued and much ground covered. But does desire 
compile the catalogue? Does desire map out the region to be covered? On the answer, 
hangs the issue of whether our petitioning be prating or prayer. Desire is intense, but 
narrow; it cannot spread itself over a wide area. It wants a few things, and wants them 
badly, so badly, that nothing but God’s willingness to answer, can bring it easement 
or content. 

Desire single-shots at its objective. There may be many things desired, but they are 
specifically and individually felt and expressed. David did not yearn for everything; 
nor did he allow his desires to spread out everywhere and hit nothing. Here is the way 
his desires ran and found expression: 
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“One thing have I desired of the Lord, that will I seek after; that I may dwell in the 
house of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to 
enquire in His temple.” 

It is this singleness of desire, this definiteness of yearning, which counts in praying, 
and which drives prayer directly to core and centre of supply. 

In the Beatitudes Jesus voiced the words which directly bear upon the innate desires 
of a renewed soul, and the promise that they will be granted: “Blessed are they that 
do hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled.” 

This, then, is the basis of prayer which compels an answer—that strong inward 
desire has entered into the spiritual appetite, and clamours to be satisfied. Alas for us! 
It is altogether too true and frequent, that our prayers operate in the arid region of a 
mere wish, or in the leafless area of a memorized prayer. Sometimes, indeed, our 
prayers are merely stereotyped expressions of set phrases, and conventional 
proportions, the freshness and life of which have departed long years ago. 

Without desire, there is no burden of soul, no sense of need, no ardency, no vision, 
no strength, no glow of faith. There is no mighty pressure, no holding on to God, with 
a deathless, despairing grasp—“I will not let Thee go, except Thou bless me.” There 
is no utter self-abandonment, as there was with Moses, when, lost in the throes of a 
desperate, pertinacious, and all-consuming plea he cried: “Yet now, if Thou wilt 
forgive their sin; if not, blot me, I pray Thee, out of Thy book.” Or, as there was with 
John Knox when he pleaded: “Give me Scotland, or I die!” 

God draws mightily near to the praying soul. To see God, to know God, and to live 
for God—these form the objective of all true praying. Thus praying is, after all, 
inspired to seek after God. Prayer-desire is inflamed to see God, to have clearer, fuller, 
sweeter and richer revelation of God. So to those who thus pray, the Bible becomes a 
new Bible, and Christ a new Saviour, by the light and revelation of the inner chamber. 

We iterate and reiterate that burning desire—enlarged and ever enlarging—for the 
best, and most powerful gifts and graces of the Spirit of God, is the legitimate heritage 
of true and effectual praying. Self and service cannot be divorced—cannot, possibly, 
be separated. More than that: desire must be made intensely personal, must be 
centered on God with an insatiable hungering and thirsting after Him and His 
righteousness. “My soul thirsteth for God, the living God.” The indispensable 
requisite for all true praying is a deeply seated desire which seeks after God Himself, 
and remains unappeased, until the choicest gifts in heaven’s bestowal, have been 
richly and abundantly vouchsafed.1 

 

 
 
  

                                                
1 Edward M. Bounds, The Necessity of Prayer, (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc., 1999). 



	 9 

                   Persecuted For Righteousness Sake  
(Matt 5:10) 

Christian wins free speech battle in UK Court of Appeal 

 

12 July 2019 

Christian Felix Ngole, thrown out of a UK university because of a private Facebook post he 
made on same-sex marriage, won his freedom of speech campaign in a landmark judgment by 
the Court of Appeal2 on 3 July. 

The judges ruled the university had “wrongly confused the expression of religious views with 
the notion of discrimination”. The mere expression of such theological views as 
homosexuality being a “sin” did not mean a person of faith “will discriminate on such 
grounds”. 

Felix Ngole described the Court of Appeal ruling as "great news" for 
everyone who cared about free speech [Image source: Felix Ngole 
(Facebook)] 

The 41-year-old was thrown off his MA course in social 
work at the University of Sheffield in 2016, after quoting 
from the Bible to defend a US official jailed for refusing to 
register a same-sex marriage because of her religious 
beliefs. 

Ngole, who arrived in Britain in 2003 as an asylum seeker 
after fleeing persecution in his native Cameroon for his religious beliefs, posted that the 
official had done nothing wrong and was only expressing her beliefs as a Christian. He wrote, 
“The Bible and God identify homosexuality as a sin … same sex-marriage is a sin whether we 
like it or not.” 

The university stated3 that his post “may have caused offence to some individuals” and ruled 
Ngole had “transgressed boundaries which are not deemed appropriate for someone entering 
the social work profession” – a decision upheld by the UK’s High Court in 2017. 

Ngole, who took a job as a carer after his hopes of becoming a social worker were 
dashed, said, “This is great news … for everyone4 who cares about freedom of speech. As 
Christians we are called to care for and serve others, and publically and privately we must be 
free to express our beliefs, without fear of losing our livelihoods.”5 

 
                                                
2 https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-7220705/Christian-thrown-UK-university-quoting-Bible-wins-free-speech-battle.html  
3 https://barnabasfund.org/en/news/operation-nehemiah-news-update-229  
4 https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/jul/03/christian-wins-appeal-after-being-thrown-off-social-work-course  
5 https://barnabasfund.org/en/news/christian-wins-free-speech-battle-in-uk-court-of-appeal  
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There is a way which seemeth right unto a man…  
(Prov 14:12a) 

Toxic technology: How social media is making us dumb, angry 

— and addicted 
 
GLENN	REYNOLDS	-	GUEST	COLUMN •JULY 15, 2019	
 

The	following	is	adapted	from	“Social	Media	Upheaval,”	a	recently	published	book	by	University	of	Tennessee	

law	Professor	Glenn	Reynolds. 
A few years ago, I noticed that I really enjoyed reading on 
airplanes and wondered why. After a bit of reflection, I 
realized that it was because I wasn’t distracted by the 
temptation to check a device every now and then, allowing 
reading to be the kind of immersive experience I once took 
for granted. 

Now I make a point of semi-disconnecting every night, 
sitting down with a novel and a glass of wine, with my 
computer and phone out of reach. I try to do the same 
thing when I’m reading for work instead of pleasure, 
setting my devices aside so that I can read deeply and 

really think about things, but it’s always a struggle. And I don’t think that I’m alone. 

I’m not suggesting something as simplistic as books good, Internet bad. There’s nothing inherently good 
about books as such – Das	Kapital	and Mein	Kampf are both books with murderous consequences, and 
books that obviously did nothing to improve their readers’ critical thinking abilities. 
But the capacity for deep reading and deep thinking is a valuable one, and one that is being tossed aside 
for no particular reason. As Fulford notes, “Universities report that students now avoid signing on for 
classes in 19th century literature. They realize they can no longer work through Dickens or George 
Eliot.” 

In his classic The	System	of	Freedom	of	Expression, Yale First Amendment scholar Thomas Emerson 
wrote: 

Freedom	of	expression	is	an	essential	process	for	examining	knowledge	and	discovering	truth.	An	
individual	who	seeks	knowledge	and	truth	must	hear	all	sides	of	the	question,	consider	all	

alternatives,	test	his	judgment	by	exposing	it	to	opposition,	and	make	full	use	of	different	minds.	

The kind of deep, wide ranging, multipolar community debate that Emerson envisioned as key to our 
system of freedom of expression is at odds with the surface skimming, tribal, catch phrase-based nature 
of social media. 
It’s unfortunate that social media not only makes such debate more difficult on its platforms, but also, it 
seems, rewires people’s brains in such a fashion as to make such debate more difficult everywhere else. It 
is made worse by the fact that Twitter in particular seems to be most heavily used by the very people – 
pundits, political journalists, the intelligentsia – most vital to the sort of debate that Emerson saw as 
essential. 

In fact, the corruption of the political/intellectual class by social media is particularly serious, since their 
descent into thoughtless polarization can then spread to the rest of the population, even that large part 
that doesn’t use social media itself, through traditional channels. 
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Twitter is also the most stripped down of the social media platforms, and thus the most illustrative of 
social media’s basic flaws. Just as sad people repetitively pulling the levers on gas station slot machines 
illustrate the essence of gambling without the distracting glamour of casinos and racetracks, so Twitter, 
without a focus on “friends” or photos, or other sidelines, displays raw online human political nature at its 
worst. 

Social media is addictive by design. The companies involved put enormous amounts of thought and 
effort into making it that way, so that people will be glued to their screens. As much as they’re selling 
anything, they’re selling the “dopamine hit” that people experience when they get a “like” or a “share” or 
some other response to their action. 

We’ve reached the point where there are not merely articles in places like Psychology	Today	and The	
Washington	Post on dealing with “social media addiction,” but even scholarly papers in medical 
journals with titles like “The relationship between addictive use of social media and video games and 
symptoms of psychiatric disorders: A large scale cross sectional study.” One of the consulting 
companies in the business of making applications addictive is even named Dopamine Labs, making no 
bones about what’s going on. 
Nor is this addiction limited to young people. In fact, as a recent article in Wired by Clive Thompson 
reported, the evidence is that older people – the middle aged Generation Xers in particular – are the most 
hooked. 
It’s also a terrible way to learn empathy, as the emotional response to one’s behaviour, normally displayed 
in things like facial expressions, body language, and tone of voice, is reduced to text and emojis. Perhaps 
this is one of the reasons for the shame mobs: To the mobs, their targets don’t really seem human. But 
while the shame mobs throw their stones in a sort of play, their victims’ lives and careers are ruined in 
earnest. 

People are more likely to believe misinformation on social media because they tend to only read headlines 
that mesh with their preconceived ideas, and they tend to get and share those headlines from friends, 
family, or people they see as ideological allies. This makes them less critical and more willing to pass on 
things that on further thought they would probably recognize as bogus. In addition, of course, social 
media passes along only tiny niblets of information, allowing and even encouraging people to make 
assumptions about the background, assumptions that also tend to follow their preconceptions and 
prejudice. 

I ran across this observation on Twitter: “The Internet is rewiring brains and social relations. Could it be 
producing a civilizational nervous breakdown?” And I saw another article noting that depression in 
teens skyrocketed between 2010 and 2015, as smartphones took over. It made me wonder if we’re in 
the same boat as the Neolithic cities, only for what you might call viruses of the mind: toxic ideas and 
emotions that spread like wildfire. 

In recent years we’ve gone from an era when ideas spread comparatively slowly to one in which social 
media, in particular, allow them to spread like wildfire. A few hundred years ago, ideas spread mainly by 
word of mouth, or by books, which had to travel physically. Later they spread via newspapers. Now they 
spread at the speed of light, and are shared almost as quickly, at the click of a mouse. 

Sometimes that’s good, when they’re good ideas. But most ideas are probably bad. Maybe 
we don’t know the mental disease vectors that we’re inadvertently unleashing, just as those 
early civilizations didn’t understand the physical disease vectors they were promoting. 
Looking around at today’s society, that certainly seems plausible.6 

(Emphasis mine) 

                                                
6 https://www.thecollegefix.com/toxic-technology-how-social-media-is-making-us-dumb-angry-and-addicted/  



	 12 

Announcements and Things to Come 
 
Studies and Encouragements. 
 

• Communion, 1st Sunday Each Month 10am.  
• Prayer meeting / Bible Study Every Wednesday at Pr Edi’s home 7.30pm.  
• Birthdays:  

o Lachlan Preston 20th July 
• Ladies Bible Study TUESDAY 30th July 1:30pm. Please see Maria for further details. 

• GETTING DEEPER STUDIES 2nd Sunday of the month at 1pm, at Church.  
• King’s Kids.  1st & 3rd Friday of each month beginning 7pm, (2nd August) 
• Family Games Night It will be on Saturday 3rd August 6pm including dinner 

in the old Chapel room.  
• Business Meeting 25th August. 1pm 
• Prayer & Praise List 

Missionaries (Bell Family) 
Sunbury 
Government  
The Gospel to Friends/Family 
Christian Persecution. 


