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“For whatsoever things were written 
aforetime were written for our learning, 
that we through patience and comfort of 

the scriptures might have hope”.  
Romans 15:4 
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Hymn To Remember 
Be Thou My Vision 

 

Translator: Mary Elizabeth Byrne (1880-1931) 
Scriptures: Gen 15:18, Josh 13:33, Ps 3:5, Ps 27, Prov 2:1-15, Dan 4:37, Joel 2:8, John. 9, Rev 21:1-7  

 

1 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 
naught be all else to me, save that thou art - 

thou my best thought by day or by night, 
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 

2 Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word; 
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord; 

thou my great Father, I thy true son; 
thou in me dwelling, and I with thee one. 

3 Be thou my battle shield, sword for my fight; 
be thou my dignity, thou my delight, 

thou my soul's shelter, thou my high tow'r: 
raise thou me heav'n-ward, O Pow'r of my pow'r. 

4 Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise, 
thou mine inheritance, now and always: 

thou and thou only, first in my heart, 
High King of heaven, my treasure thou art. 

5 High King of heaven, my victory won, 
may I reach heaven's joys, O bright heav'n's Sun! 

Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 

 
  
 

Mary Elizabeth Byrne, (July 2, 1880 – January 19, 1931)  
Was born in Ireland. She translated the Old Irish Hymn, "Bí Thusa 'mo Shúile," into English as "Be Thou 
My Vision" in Ériu (the journal of the School of Irish Learning), in 1905.  
A linguist, Byrne received her education from the Dominican Convent in Dublin, and the National 
University of Ireland, where she graduated in 1905.[6] She received the Chancellor's Gold Medal at 
the Royal University of Ireland. She worked for the Board of Intermediate Education, and helped compile 
the Catalog of the Royal Irish Academy. She also contributed to the Old and Mid-Irish 
Dictionary and Dictionary of the Irish Language, and wrote a treatise on England in the Age of Chaucer.  
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Order of Service 
 

 

Welcome 
 

Announcements   
 

Hymn – Be Thou My Vision (334) 
 

Prayer Time 
 

Bible Reading- Romans 7 
 

Hymn – How Great Thou Art 37 
 

Sermon –And he said, Come. 
 

Hymn – When We All Get To Heaven 498 
 
 

A word on The Word 
 
 
 
“There is a proverb that is a thumbnail sketch of every 
character in the Bible…. Likewise there is a proverb that 
will fit all your friends and acquaintances, which ads 
interest to the reading of the Book (but may not increase 
your popularity if you identify them publicly)” 
  
J. Vernon McGee 
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Sermon Notes 
‘Fruit Unto God’ 

 
 

Fruit Through A Changed Espousal (Rom 7:1-4, 3:26, Mt 5:17, Rom 3:23, Heb 9:27, 1 Jn 3:4, Mrk 10:45, Rom 3:25, 5:11, 
2 Cor 11:3, Rom 6:11, Gal 2:20, Col 3:3, 1 Cor 6:20, Gal 2:19, Acts 8:37) 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….…
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………..……………………………………………………………………………………… … 
………………….…………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Fruit To A Changed Beneficiary (Rom 7:4-6, 6:23, Jer 17:9, 1 Cor 6:9-10, Mrk 9:43-48, Lk 19:10, 2 Cor 3:4-18, Rev 20:14) 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….  
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………  
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Fruit By A Changed Conscience (Rom 7:7-11) 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………  
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Fruitful Contradistinction (Rom 7:12-13, Gal 3:19, Gen 2:17, Gal 3:24-25, Mrk 12:30-31, Lk 6:31, Heb 2:1-3) 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 



	 5 

176 Words. 

  
“I am afflicted very much: quicken me, O LORD, 

according unto thy word.” 

 
  (Ps 119:107) 

 
How often have the difficulties of our affliction grieved us to the point of sorrow? 

There are many today so afflicted, whether it be due to external affects upon 
them (Exod 3:7), or due to internal conflicts and sorrows and pains (1 Sam 
1:11), but how few are they that can find a ready answer for sorrow? How 
few there be today that have determined there are no answers in life and are 
sorrowful even unto death? Depression and fears overcome them, they are 
troubled on every side and there seems to be no one there to offer words of 
hope and encouragement. 

Quicken me, O Lord, according unto thy word! There we have in one short 
sentence the answers of life, “quicken me”, ‘make me alive’, ‘revive me’, 
‘let the words of thy mouth be of more value to me that my necessary food’ 
(Job 23:12). Here we have the answers to the afflictions of the body, the 
spirit and the soul. 

Where else are we to go if it is the Bible that has the words of everlasting life? 
 

 
Pr Edi Giudetti 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

A Proverb For Memory 
 
 

“The words of the wicked are to lie in wait for blood: but 
the mouth of the upright shall deliver them.” 

 
Proverbs 12:6 
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Words Of Hope 
 

ONE 
 
“Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto 
his wife: and they shall be one flesh” (Gen. 2:24).  
“One thing have I desired of the Lord, that will I seek after; that I may dwell 
in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the 
Lord, and to inquire in his temple” (Ps. 27:4).  
“Lift up your eyes on high, and behold who hath created these things, that 
bringeth out their host by number: he calleth them all by names by the 
greatness of his might, for that he is strong in power; not one faileth” (Isa. 
40:26).  
“And the King shall answer and say unto them … Inasmuch as ye have done 
it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me” (Matt. 
25:40).  
“This one thing I do, … I press toward the mark for the prize of the high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 3:13b–14).  
“For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified” 
(Heb. 10:14). 

 

GOLDEN THOUGHT 
 

This one thing I do: I press toward the mark. 
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The Necessity of Prayer 
EM Bounds 

IV. PRAYER AND DESIRE 

“There are those who will mock me, and tell me to stick to my trade as a cobbler, and not 
trouble my mind with philosophy and theology. But the truth of God did so burn in my bones, 
that I took my pen in hand and began to set down what I had seen.” 

—JACOB BEHMEN. 

DESIRE is not merely a simple wish; it is a deep seated craving; an intense longing, for 
attainment. In the realm of spiritual affairs, it is an important adjunct to prayer. So important 
is it, that one might say, almost, that desire is an absolute essential of prayer. Desire precedes 
prayer, accompanies it, is followed by it. Desire goes before prayer, and by it, created and 
intensified. Prayer is the oral expression of desire. If prayer is asking God for something, then 
prayer must be expressed. Prayer comes out into the open. Desire is silent. Prayer is heard; 
desire, unheard. The deeper the desire, the stronger the prayer. Without desire, prayer is a 
meaningless mumble of words. Such perfunctory, formal praying, with no heart, no feeling, 
no real desire accompanying it, is to be shunned like a pestilence. Its exercise is a waste of 
precious time, and from it, no real blessing accrues. 

And yet even if it be discovered that desire is honestly absent, we should pray, anyway. 
We ought to pray. The “ought” comes in, in order that both desire and expression be 
cultivated. God’s Word commands it. Our judgment tells us we ought to pray—to pray 
whether we feel like it or not—and not to allow our feelings to determine our habits of prayer. 
In such circumstance, we ought to pray for the desire to pray; for such a desire is God-given 
and heaven-born. We should pray for desire; then, when desire has been given, we should 
pray according to its dictates. Lack of spiritual desire should grieve us, and lead us to lament 
its absence, to seek earnestly for its bestowal, so that our praying, henceforth, should be an 
expression of “the soul’s sincere desire.” 

A sense of need creates or should create, earnest desire. The stronger the sense of need, 
before God, the greater should be the desire, the more earnest the praying. The “poor in spirit” 
are eminently competent to pray. 

Hunger is an active sense of physical need. It prompts the request for bread. In like 
manner, the inward consciousness of spiritual need creates desire, and desire breaks forth in 
prayer. Desire is an inward longing for something of which we are not possessed, of which 
we stand in need—something which God has promised, and which may be secured by an 
earnest supplication of His throne of grace. 

Spiritual desire, carried to a higher degree, is the evidence of the new birth. It is born in 
the renewed soul: 

“As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby.” 

The absence of this holy desire in the heart is presumptive proof, either of a decline in 
spiritual ecstasy, or, that the new birth has never taken place. 

“Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled.” 

These heaven-given appetites are the proof of a renewed heart, the evidence of a stirring 
spiritual life. Physical appetites are the attributes of a living body, not of a corpse, and 
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spiritual desires belong to a soul made alive to God. And as the renewed soul hungers and 
thirsts after righteousness, these holy inward desires break out into earnest, supplicating 
prayer. 

In prayer, we are shut up to the Name, merit and intercessory virtue of Jesus Christ, our 
great High Priest. Probing down, below the accompanying conditions and forces in prayer, 
we come to its vital basis, which is seated in the human heart. It is not simply our need; it is 
the heart’s yearning for what we need, and for which we feel impelled to pray. Desire is the 
will in action; a strong, conscious longing, excited in the inner nature, for some great good. 
Desire exalts the object of its longing, and fixes the mind on it. It has choice, and fixedness, 
and flame in it, and prayer, based thereon, is explicit and specific. It knows its need, feels and 
sees the thing that will meet it, and hastens to acquire it. 

Holy desire is much helped by devout contemplation. Meditation on our spiritual need, 
and on God’s readiness and ability to correct it, aids desire to grow. Serious thought engaged 
in before praying, increases desire, makes it more insistent, and tends to save us from the 
menace of private prayer—wandering thought. We fail much more in desire, than in its 
outward expression. We retain the form, while the inner life fades and almost dies. 

One might well ask, whether the feebleness of our desires for God, the Holy Spirit, and 
for all the fulness of Christ, is not the cause of our so little praying, and of our languishing in 
the exercise of prayer? Do we really feel these inward pantings of desire after heavenly 
treasures? Do the inbred groanings of desire stir our souls to mighty wrestlings? Alas for us! 
The fire burns altogether too low. The flaming heat of soul has been tempered down to a tepid 
lukewarmness. This, it should be remembered, was the central cause of the sad and desperate 
condition of the Laodicean Christians, of whom the awful condemnation is written that they 
were “rich, and increased in goods and had need of nothing,” and knew not that they “were 
wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind.” 

Again: we might well inquire—have we that desire which presses us to close communion 
with God, which is filled with unutterable burnings, and holds us there through the agony of 
an intense and soul-stirred supplication? Our hearts need much to be worked over, not only 
to get the evil out of them, but to get the good into them. And the foundation and inspiration 
to the incoming good, is strong, propelling desire. This holy and fervid flame in the soul 
awakens the interest of heaven, attracts the attention of God, and places at the disposal of 
those who exercise it, the exhaustless riches of Divine grace. 

The dampening of the flame of holy desire, is destructive of the vital and aggressive forces 
in church life. God requires to be represented by a fiery Church, or He is not in any proper 
sense, represented at all. God, Himself, is all on fire, and His Church, if it is to be like Him, 
must also be at white heat. The great and eternal interests of heaven-born, God-given religion 
are the only things about which His Church can afford to be on fire. Yet holy zeal need not 
to be fussy in order to be consuming. Our Lord was the incarnate antithesis of nervous 
excitability, the absolute opposite of intolerant or clamorous declamation, yet the zeal of 
God’s house consumed Him; and the world is still feeling the glow of His fierce, consuming 
flame and responding to it, with an ever-increasing readiness and an ever-enlarging response.1 

 

 
 
  
                                                
1 Edward M. Bounds, The Necessity of Prayer, (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc., 1999). 
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Persecuted For Righteousness Sake (Matt 5:10) 

INDIA: Christians Fear Increased Persecution Under BJP’s Second Term 

Christians across India fear that persecution will continue to 
increase now that the Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) has secured a second term in power. 

According to local monitors, a new wave of threats and 
intimidation have been reported since the BJP recorded a 
landslide victory in India’s national elections in May. 

“A second term for the BJP has boosted the moral of Hindu 
groups, who keep threatening and intimidating minorities 
for being non-Hindus in India,” A C Michael, an official of 
the Alliance Defending Freedom, recently said. “These 
groups think that India belongs to Hindus only.” 

In just two weeks following Prime Minister Modi being sworn into office for a second term as 
prime minister, violence against Christians was reported in Karnataka, Jharkahnd, Haryana, 
Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Pondicherry, and Uttar Pradesh. 

Since taking power in 2014, the BJP-led government has overseen a dramatic rise in Christian 
persecution in India. In 2014, the year the BJP took power, the Evangelical Fellowship of India 
(EFI) documented 147 violent attacks on Christians in India. In 2018, that number more than 
doubled with EFI documenting 325 violent attacks on Christians. 

With the BJP securing a second five-year term in power, many Christians in India fear that the 
number of attacks will continue to rise. 

“These are not isolated incidents but [are] part of a great game by extremist Hindu groups to terrify 
minorities, particularly Christians, and render them as second-class citizens,” according to Peter 
Sony, a social activist based in New Delhi. “They believe Christians and Muslims aren’t Indian but 
foreign settlers who should be shown their real place.” 

Sources: International Christian Concern, UCAN 
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There is a way which seemeth right unto a man…  
(Prov 14:12a) 

Scientists Claim: We Are Living In A Computer Simulation 

 
POSTED	BY:	DAN	FALK JULY	9,	2019	

What	if	everything	around	us	—	the	people,	the	stars	
overhead,	the	ground	beneath	our	feet,	even	our	bodies	
and	minds	—	were	an	elaborate	illusion?	What	if	our	
world	were	simply	a	hyper-realistic	simulation,	with	all	
of	us	merely	characters	in	some	kind	of	sophisticated	
video	game?	

This,	of	course,	is	a	familiar	concept	from	science	fiction	
books	and	films,	including	the	1999	blockbuster	movie	
“The	Matrix.”	But	some	physicists	and	philosophers	say	
it’s	possible	that	we	really	do	live	in	a	simulation	2—	

even	if	that	means	casting	aside	what	we	know	(or	think	we	know)	about	the	universe	and	our	place	in	it.	

“If	we	are	living	in	a	simulation,	then	the	cosmos	that	we	are	observing	is	just	a	tiny	piece	of	the	totality	of	
physical	existence,”	Oxford	philosopher	Nick	Bostrom	said	in	a	2003	paper3	that	jump-started	the	
conversation	about	what	has	come	to	be	known	as	the	simulation	hypothesis4.	“While	the	world	we	see	is	in	
some	sense	‘real,’	it	is	not	located	at	the	fundamental	level	of	reality.”	

Simulating worlds and beings 

Rizwan	Virk,	founder	of	the	Massachusetts	Institute	of	Technology’s	PlayLabs	program	and	author	of	“The	
Simulation	Hypothesis,”	is	among	those	who	take	the	simulation	hypothesis	seriously.	He	recalls	playing	a	
virtual	reality	game	so	realistic	that	he	forgot	that	he	was	in	an	empty	room	with	a	headset	on.	That	led	him	
to	wonder:	Are	we	sure	we	aren’t	embedded	within	a	world	created	by	beings	more	technologically	savvy	
than	ourselves?	

That	question	makes	sense	to	Rich	Terrile,	a	computer	scientist	at	NASA’s	Jet	Propulsion	Laboratory	in	
Pasadena,	California.	Detailed	as	they	are,	today’s	best	simulations	don’t	involve	artificial	minds,	but	Terrile	
thinks	the	ability	to	model	sentient	beings	could	soon	be	within	our	grasp.	“We	are	within	a	generation	of	
being	those	gods	who	create	those	universes,”	he	says.	

Not	everyone	is	convinced.	During	a	2016	debate	at	the	American	Museum	of	Natural	History5	in	New	
York	City,	Harvard	University	physicist	Lisa	Randall	said	the	odds	that	the	simulation	hypothesis	is	correct	
are	“effectively	zero.”	For	starters,	there’s	no	evidence	that	our	world	isn’t	the	array	of	stars	and	galaxies	that	
it	appears	to	be.	And	she	wonders	why	advanced	beings	would	bother	to	simulate	Homo	sapiens.	“Why	
simulate	us?	I	mean,	there	are	so	many	things	to	be	simulating,”	she	said.	“I	don’t	know	why	this	higher	
species	would	want	to	bother	with	us.”	

 

 

                                                
2https://www.nbcnews.com/mach/features/are-we-living-simulated-universe-n713031 
3 https://www.simulation-argument.com/simulation.html 
4 https://www.nbcnews.com/mach/science/what-simulation-hypothesis-why-some-think-life-simulated-reality-ncna913926  
5 https://www.amnh.org/explore/news-blogs/podcasts/2016-isaac-asimov-memorial-debate-is-the-universe-a-simulation  
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Echoes of Genesis	

Yet,	there’s	a	familiar	ring	to	the	idea	that	there’s	a	simulator,	or	creator,	who	does	care	about	us.	Similarly,	
the	idea	of	a	superior	being	forging	a	simulated	universe	parallels	the	notion	of	a	deity	creating	the	world	—	
for	example,	as	described	in	the	Book	of	Genesis.	

Some	thinkers,	including	Terrile,	welcome	the	analogy	to	religion.	If	the	simulation	hypothesis	is	correct,	he	
says,	then	“there’s	a	creator,	an	architect	—	someone	who	designed	the	world.”	It’s	an	ancient	idea	recast	in	
terms	of	“mathematics	and	science	rather	than	just	faith.”	

But	for	other	scholars,	including	University	of	Maryland	physicist	Sylvester	James	Gates,	the	similarity	
between	the	simulation	hypothesis	and	religious	belief	should	be	taken	as	a	warning	that	we’re	off	track.	
Science,	as	he	said	in	a	recent	radio	interview,	has	taken	us	“away	from	this	idea	that	we	are	
puppets”6	controlled	by	an	unseen	entity.	The	simulation	hypothesis,	he	said,	“starts	to	look	like	a	religion,”	
with	a	programmer	substituting	for	god.	

Who,	or	what,	is	the	godlike	entity	that	may	have	created	a	simulated	universe?	One	possibility,	supporters	of	
the	simulation	hypothesis	say,	is	that	it’s	a	race	of	advanced	beings	—	space	aliens7.	Even	more	mind-
bending	is	the	possibility	is	that	it’s	our	own	descendants	—	“our	future	selves,”	as	Terrile	puts	it.	That	is,	
humans	living	hundreds	or	thousands	of	years	in	the	future	might	develop	the	ability	to	simulate	not	only	a	
world	like	ours	but	the	bodies	and	minds	of	the	beings	within	it.8	

 

Quotes of Interest 
 

"God	has	called	us	to	bear	witness	to	Him	at	a	critical	point	of	history.	It	is	not	only	exciting	
and	interesting	to	be	a	Christian	now,	it	is	a	great	privilege	and	responsibility."	-	H.R.	
Rookmaaker.	
 
"If	God	and	nature	make	up	reality,	then	all	is	two,	and	everything	is	either	Creator	or	
creature.	On	the	other	hand,	if	the	universe	is	all	there	is,	then	all	is	one." - Dr. Peter Jones. 
 
 
“Current	lifestyles	and	consumption	patterns	of	the	affluent	middle	class	–	involving	high	meat	
intake,	use	of	fossil	fuels,	appliances,	home	and	work	air	conditioning,	and	suburban	housing	are	
not	sustainable.” Maurice Strong, Secretary General of the UN’s Earth Summit, 1992. 
 
 
“Participating	in	a	UN	advocated	planning	process	would	very	likely	bring	out	many	of	the	
conspiracy-	fixated	groups	and	individuals	in	our	society…	This	segment	of	our	society	who	fear	
‘one-world	government’	and	a	UN	invasion	of	the	United	States	through	which	our	individual	
freedom	would	be	stripped	away	would	actively	work	to	defeat	any	elected	official	who	joined	
‘the	conspiracy’	by	undertaking	LA21.	So	we	call	our	process	something	else,	such	as	
comprehensive	planning,	growth	management	or	smart	growth.”	J.	Gary	Lawrence,	advisor	to	
President	Clinton’s	Council	on	Sustainable	Development.		
 

                                                
6 https://www.cbc.ca/radio/thecurrent/the-current-for-march-26-2018-1.4592936/march-26-2018-episode-transcript-1.4593785   
7 https://www.nbcnews.com/mach/science/did-another-advanced-species-exist-earth-humans-ncna869856  
8 https://www.technocracy.news/scientists-claim-we-are-living-in-a-computer-simulation/ 
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Announcements and Things to Come 
 
Studies and Encouragements. 
 

• Communion, 1st Sunday Each Month 10am.  
• Prayer meeting / Bible Study Every Wednesday at Pr Edi’s home 7.30pm.  
• Birthdays:  

o Lachlan Preston 20th July 
• Ladies Bible Study TUESDAY 16th July 1:30pm. Please see Maria for further details. 

• GETTING DEEPER STUDIES 2nd Sunday of the month at 1pm, at Church.  
• King’s Kids.  1st & 3rd Friday of each month beginning 7pm, (July 19th) 
• Family Games Night It will be on Saturday 3rd August 6pm including dinner 

in the old Chapel room.  
• Prayer & Praise List 

Missionaries (Bell Family) 
Sunbury 
Government  
The Gospel to Friends/Family 
Christian Persecution. 


