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Announcements and Things to Come 
 

 
 
Studies and Encouragements. 
 

• Communion, 1st Sunday Each Month 10am.  
• Prayer meeting / Bible Study Every Wednesday at Pr Edi’s home 7.30pm.  
• Birthdays:  

o Charlotte McKenzie 4th May 
o Elise McKenzie 12th May 

• Ladies Bible Study TUESDAY 28th May 1:30pm at Natalie Uscinas home. Please see 
Maria for further details. 

• GETTING DEEPER STUDIES Every 2nd Sunday of the month at 1pm, at Church.  
• King’s Kids.  1st & 3rd Friday of each month beginning June 7th & 21st    
• Prayer & Praise List 

Missionaries (Bell Family) 
Sunbury 
Government  
The Gospel to Friends/Family 
Christian Persecution. 
 

 
YouTube 
https://youtu.be/CRLGQHVdn4I 

Podcast: iTunes 
Hope Baptist Church 

 

 
 
 
 

  
 

 
Welcome to Hope Baptist Church 

 
Sunday 26th of May 2019 

 
 
 

531 Elizabeth Dr Sunbury 
Service Sundays 10:30am today  

 
 

www.hopebc.org.au 

“For whatsoever things were written 
aforetime were written for our learning, 
that we through patience and comfort of 

the scriptures might have hope”.  
Romans 15:4 
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Hymn To Remember 
Charles Wesley 

 

Author: Robert Lowry (1826-1899) 

Scriptures: Matt 27:29, Mrk 16:1-6, Lk 23:50-54, Jn 1:1-2, Jn 20:1-18, Acts 2, 1 Cor 15, Rev 5:10.  
 

1 Hark! the herald angels sing, 
"Glory to the newborn King: 

peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled!" 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 

join the triumph of the skies; 
with th'angelic hosts proclaim, 
"Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 

Refrain: 
Hark! the herald angels sing, 
"Glory to the newborn King" 

2 Christ, by highest heaven adored, 
Christ, the everlasting Lord, 

late in time behold him come, 
offspring of the Virgin's womb: 
veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 

hail th'incarnate Deity, 
pleased as man with man to dwell, 

Jesus, our Emmanuel. [Refrain] 

3 Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 

risen with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, 

born that man no more may die, 
born to raise the sons of earth, 

born to give them second birth. [Refrain] 

4  Come, desire of nations, come! 
Fix in us thy humble home: 

Rise, the woman’s conquering seed, 
Bruise in us the serpents head. 
Ad-ams like-ness now ef-face, 
Stamp thine image in its place; 

Second Ad-am from a-bove, 
Re-in-state us in thy love. 
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On This Day 
 

A Quiet Life 
 

May 26, 735 AD. 
 

Some lives crackle with adventure—great answers to prayers, narrow escapes, 
dramatic conversions, broad travel. But Christians with quieter lives often cast 
longer shadows. The life of Venerable Bede was so uneventful that little can be 
said about him. Yet few have left such a record of scholarship and faithfulness. 

Bede was born about 672 in north England. At seven, probably orphaned, he 
went to live at a nearby monastery. The boy took to books, studying Scripture, 
biography, literature, music, and history. He pored over manuscripts—the church 
fathers, the Vulgate, the classics. He learned Latin, Greek, and Hebrew. By age 
30, he was adding to early literature with books of his own. “I always took 
delight,” he said, “in learning, teaching, and writing.” He became the greatest 
scholar of his era, the father of English history and theology. His Ecclesiastical 
History of the English Nation is meticulously accurate, setting a standard for 
historians. 

Spring of 735 found Bede laboring on his crowning work, translating the 
Gospel of John into Anglo-Saxon. On May 25, he told his assistant, “Go on 
quickly, I know not how long I shall hold out, and whether my Maker will not 
soon take me away.” By early morning, May 26, 735, only one chapter remained, 
and Bede said, “Take your pen and write fast.” He told a friend, “I have some 
little articles of value in my chest—pepper, napkins, and incense: Quickly bring 
the priests to me that I may distribute among them the gifts God has bestowed on 
me.” He spoke to each priest, and they wept. “I have lived long,” he said. “I 
desire to die and be with Christ.” 

Bede spent the day joyfully, and near evening his helper said that only one 
sentence remained to be translated. “Write quickly,” Bede replied with 
satisfaction. The work finished, Bede sat on the floor of his small room and 
began singing, “Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost,” 
and, finishing the hymn, passed quietly into the presence of the Lord.3 

 
21 For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22 But if I live in the flesh, this is the 

fruit of my labour: yet what I shall choose I wot not. 23 For I am in a strait betwixt 
two, having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ; which is far better: 24 

Nevertheless to abide in the flesh is more needful for you. 
(Phil 1:21-24) 

 
 

                                                
3 Robert J. Morgan, On This Day: 365 Amazing and Inspiring Stories about Saints, Martyrs & Heroes, electronic ed. 
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Iranian Youths Mass Converting to Christianity Despite Islamic 
Indoctrination, Government's Efforts. By Stoyan Zaimov, Christian Post Reporter  

The massive rise of Christianity in Iran, especially among youths, continues despite the Islamic 
government's efforts to suppress the faith. Even Islamic leaders admitted that more and more 
young people are choosing to follow Christ. 

According to Mohabat News, which reports on the 
persecution and state of Christianity in Iran, the "exponential 
rate" of Christian growth has been a factor for the last couple 
of decades. Now even leading Islamic seminary officials, such 
as Ayatollah Alavi Boroujerdi, have pointed to "accurate 
reports indicating that the youth are becoming Christians in 
Qom and attending house churches." 

 
Ayatollah Makarem Shirazi has also been raising alarm over the number of Iranian youths 
becoming Christians, and has blamed "foreign influence" for the conversions. Other ayatollahs, 
such as Wahid Khorasani, have slammed government officials "for their negligence in 
preparing counteracting strategies to stop the spread of Christianity."  Mohabat News pointed 
out that "this high rate of conversion of Iranian youth to Christianity is in spite of rigorous 
Islamic indoctrination of the youth in their families and educational system." 

"The Islamic government of Iran dedicates massive budgets to the support of Islamic 
organizations that promote Islam among the youth within and without Iran's borders. Such 
efforts to attract Iranian youth is much more noticeable in Islamic cities such as Mashhad and 
Qom," it added. "Regardless of such efforts, Iranian youth seem to become increasingly 
distant from Islam, which is a cause of great concern for the Iranian Islamic government." 

The New York-based Center for Human Rights in Iran said in a report in July that Iranian 
authorities are increasingly cracking down on Christian converts in the country, arresting and 
imprisoning believers in their attempts to suppress Christianity. CHRI noted in its report that 
since June 2017, at least 11 Christian converts and the former leader of the Assyrian 
Pentecostal Church in Iran have been issued long prison sentences by the Revolutionary Court 
in Tehran. "Christians are recognized as an official religious minority in Iran's Constitution, but 
the state continues to persecute members of the faith, especially converts," said CHRI's 
executive director, Hadi Ghaemi. 

"The state must respect its own laws and international obligations and allow Christians and all 
religious minorities full freedom of worship." The Iranian government has reportedly been 
spending millions of dollars for Islamic propaganda across the country, alongside its campaign 
to crack down on new Christian converts, and its closure of churches in Tehran and elsewhere. 

The strategies have been ineffective, however, with mission group Elam Ministries separately 
estimating that there are as many as 360,000 believers in Iran today – up from only 500 in 
1979. "Church leaders believe that millions can be added to the church in the next few years 
— such is the spiritual hunger that exists and the disillusionment with the Islamic regime," Elam 
Ministries said earlier this year. "If we remain faithful to our calling, our conviction is that it is 
possible to see the nation transformed within our lifetime. Because Iran is a strategic gateway 
nation, the growing church in Iran will impact Muslim nations across the Islamic world."2 

                                                
2 https://www.christianpost.com/news/iranian-youths-mass-converting-to-christianity-despite-islamic-indoctrination-governments-efforts-
195421/ 

Demonstrators march with a banner during a protest against Iran's 
role in Aleppo, near the Iranian Consulate in Istanbul, Turkey, 
December 16, 2016. 
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CHARLES WESLEY (1707–1788) 
 
Charles Wesley, M.A. was the great hymn-writer of the Wesley family, perhaps, taking quantity and 
quality into  
consideration, the great hymn-writer of all ages. Charles Wesley was the youngest son and 18th 
child of Samuel and Susanna Wesley, and was born at Epworth Rectory, Dec. 18, 1707. In 1716 he 
went to Westminster School, being provided with a home and board by his elder brother Samuel, 
then usher at the school, until 1721, when he was elected King's Scholar, and as such received his 
board and education free. In 1726 Charles Wesley was elected to a Westminster studentship at 
Christ Church, Oxford, where he took his degree in 1729, and became a college tutor. In the early 
part of the same year his religious impressions were much deepened and he became one of the first 
band of Oxford Methodists. 
 
 

Order of Service 
 

 

Welcome 
 

Announcements   
 

Hymn – Hark The Herald Angels Sing 
 

Prayer Time 
 

Bible Reading- Ephesians 3:1-13 
 

Hymn – Savior Like A Shepherd 294 
 

Sermon –The Mystery 
 

Hymn – Dare to Be A Daniel 363 
 

A word on The Word 
 
“All other books in the world, however good and useful in their way, are 
more or less defective. The more you look at them the more you see their 
defects and blemishes. The Bible alone is absolutely perfect. From 
beginning to end it is ‘the Word of God’” 
 
J.C. Ryle 
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Sermon Notes 
‘The Mystery’ 

 
The Mystery of Christ (Eph 3:1-5, Lk 4:16-21, Isa 61:1-2, Acts 2:14-21, Mal 4:4-6, Mt 11:13-15)  
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….…
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………..……………………………………………………………………………………… … 
………………….…………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
Mystery For The Gentiles (Eph 3:3-7, Jn 1:11, Jn 5:39-40, Dan 9:24-27, Gen 29:27-28, Isa 53:7-9, Mrk 8:29-31, 9:30-
32, Acts 1:6-8) 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………  
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………. ………………………. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
Mystery of The Fellowship (Eph 3:8-10, Rom 11:25) 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………  
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
Occupy Till I Come (Lk 19:12-13, 17:26-30) 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………  
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………  
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Persecuted For Righteousness Sake (Matt 5:10) 
 

Iran's Intelligence Minister Admits 
Christianity is Spreading in 'Parts' of His 

Country 
05-05-2019 
Steve Warren 
 

Iran's intelligence minister has admitted publicly for the first time that Christianity is spreading 

throughout Iran. 

Iranwire.com reports Mahmoud Alavi, the Islamic Republic's intelligence minister, was giving a 

speech in front of several Shia Muslim clerics when he announced "Christianity is spreading in 

"parts" of Iran."   

In an apparent attempt to make light of the 

people are converting, Alavi said: "These 

converts are ordinary people whose jobs 

are selling sandwiches or similar things." 

The intelligence minister also told the 

clerics to quit bickering among 

themselves.  

"We had no choice but to summon them to ask them why they were converting," said Alavi told 

the assembled group. "Some of them said they were looking for a religion that gives them 

peace. We told them that Islam is the religion of brotherhood and peace. They responded by 

saying that: 'All the time we see Muslim clerics and those who preach from the pulpit talk 

against each other. If Islam is the religion of cordiality, then before anything else, there must be 

cordiality and peace among the clerics themselves." 

"It is not the job of the intelligence community to find the roots of these conversions from Islam. 

But it's happening right before our eyes," he added. 

Iran is known for its mounting persecution of Christians.  The Islamic Republic is listed as 

number 9 among the world's top persecutors of Christians, according to Open Doors USA. 

Christians in Iran are forbidden from sharing their faith with non-Christians. Consequently, 

church services in Persian (Iran's national language) are not allowed. 
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Faith and prayer select the subjects for petition, thereby determining what God is to do. 
“He shall have whatsoever he saith.” Christ holds Himself ready to supply exactly, and fully, 
all the demands  

 
of faith and prayer. If the order on God be made clear, specific and definite, God will fill 

it, exactly in accordance with the presented terms. 
 
Faith is not an abstract belief in the Word of God, nor a mere mental credence, nor a 

simple assent of the understanding and will; nor is it a passive acceptance of facts, however 
sacred or thorough. Faith is an operation of God, a Divine illumination, a holy energy 
implanted by the Word of God and the Spirit in the human soul—a spiritual, Divine principle 
which takes of the Supernatural and makes it a thing apprehendable by the faculties of time 
and sense. 

Faith deals with God, and is conscious of God. It deals with the Lord Jesus Christ and 
sees in Him a Saviour; it deals with God’s Word, and lays hold of the truth; it deals with the 
Spirit of God, and is energized and inspired by its holy fire. God is the great objective of 
faith; for faith rests its whole weight on His Word. Faith is not an aimless act of the soul, 
but a looking to God and a resting upon His promises. Just as love and hope have always an 
objective so, also, has faith. Faith is not believing just anything; it is believing God, resting 
in Him, trusting His Word. 

Faith gives birth to prayer, and grows stronger, strikes deeper, rises higher, in the 
struggles and wrestlings of mighty petitioning. Faith is the substance of things hoped for, 
the assurance and realization of the inheritance of the saints. Faith, too, is humble and 
persevering. It can wait and pray; it can stay on its knees, or lie in the dust. It is the one great 
condition of prayer; the lack of it lies at the root of all poor praying, feeble praying, little 
praying, unanswered praying. 

The nature and meaning of faith is more demonstrable in what it does, than it is by reason 
of any definition given it. Thus, if we turn to the record of faith given us in that great honour 
roll, which constitutes the eleventh chapter of Hebrews, we see something of the wonderful 
results of faith. What a glorious list it is—that of these men and women of faith! What 
marvellous achievements are there recorded, and set to the credit of faith! The inspired 
writer, exhausting his resources in cataloguing the Old Testament saints, who were such 
notable examples of wonderful faith, finally exclaims: 

“And what shall I more say? For the time would fail me to tell of Gideon and Barak, and of 
Samson, and of Jephthae; of David also, and Samuel, and of the prophets.” 

And then the writer of Hebrews goes on again, in a wonderful strain, telling of the 
unrecorded exploits wrought through the faith of the men of old, “of whom the world was 
not worthy.” “All these,” he says, “obtained a good report through faith.” 

What an era of glorious achievements would dawn for the Church and the world, if only 
there could be reproduced a race of saints of like mighty faith, of like wonderful praying! It 
is not the intellectually great that the Church needs; nor is it men of wealth that the times 
demand. It is not people of great social influence that this day requires. Above everybody 
and everything else, it is men of faith, men of mighty prayer, men and women after the 
fashion of the saints and heroes enumerated in Hebrews, who “obtained a good report 
through faith,” that the Church and the whole wide world of humanity needs.1 

                                                
1 Edward M. Bounds, The Necessity of Prayer, (Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc., 1999). 
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176 Words. 
 
 

 

“I understand more than the ancients,  
because I keep thy precepts. ” 

 
  (Ps 119:100) 

 
Numbering the ways of understanding and the ways to gain wisdom are few. 

These two verses (v99 & 100) contain three manners in which wisdom and 
understanding might be gained. Verse 99 notes wisdom as that obtained 
from the understanding of others, “teachers”, this knowledge is that 
imparted by education, things we can learn from the learned mind.  

The passage before us provides an understanding gained by experience, at least 
the experience of those who have gone before, “the ancients”. Gaining 
wisdom by experience has been considered as a ‘consumer of the years of 
man’, it is by far the most exhausting of methods. 

Wonderfully however, the word of God is that third and most primary of 
methods, it is far greater than the understanding of the ancients and 
infinitely more valuable than the teaching of the learned, it is from the 
mind of the infinite, infallible God of heaven and earth. There is no way 
higher than his way (Isa 55:9), no teaching that has taught him (Isa 40:14) 
and no wisdom that has fooled him (Prov 19:21).  

Keep his precepts and gain understanding!  
  

 
Pr Edi Giudetti 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

A Proverb For Memory 
 
 

Behold, the righteous shall be recompensed in 
the earth: much more the wicked and the sinner. 

 
Proverbs 11:31 
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Words Of Hope 
 

LIKENESS 

 
“And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let 
them have dominion” (Gen. 1:26a).  
“As for me, I will behold thy face in righteousness: I shall be satisfied, when 
I awake, with thy likeness” (Ps. 17:15).  
“To whom then will ye liken God? or what likeness will ye compare unto 
him?” (Isa. 40:18).  
“For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall 
be also in the likeness of his resurrection” (Rom. 6:5).  
“God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, 
condemned sin in the flesh: that the righteousness of the law might be 
fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit” (Rom. 
8:3b).  

Christ Jesus “took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the 
likeness of men: and being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, 
and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross” (Phil. 2:7b–8). 

 

GOLDEN THOUGHT 
 

I shall be satisfied when I awake with thy likeness. 
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The Necessity of Prayer 
EM Bounds 

II. PRAYER AND FAITH (CONTINUED) 

“The guests at a certain hotel were being rendered uncomfortable by repeated 
strumming on a piano, done by a little girl who possessed no knowledge of music. They 
complained to the proprietor with a view to having the annoyance stopped. ‘I am sorry 
you are annoyed,’ he said. ‘But the girl is the child of one of my very best guests. I can 
scarcely ask her not to touch the piano. But her father, who is away for a day or so, will 
return tomorrow. You can then approach him, and have the matter set right.’ When the 
father returned, he found his daughter in the reception-room and, as usual, thumping 
on the piano. He walked up behind the child and, putting his arms over her shoulders, 
took her hands in his, and produced some most beautiful music. Thus it may be with us, 
and thus it will be, some coming day. Just now, we can produce little but clamour and 
disharmony; but, one day, the Lord Jesus will take hold of our hands of faith and prayer, 
and use them to bring forth the music of the skies.” 

—ANON. 

GENUINE, authentic faith must be definite and free of doubt. Not simply general in 
character; not a mere belief in the being, goodness and power of God, but a faith which 
believes that the things which “he saith, shall come to pass.” As the faith is specific, so the 
answer likewise will be definite: “He shall have whatsoever he saith.” Faith and prayer select 
the things, and God commits Himself to do the very things which faith and persevering 
prayer nominate, and petition Him to accomplish. 

The American Revised Version renders the twenty-fourth verse of the eleventh chapter 
of Mark, thus: “Therefore I say unto you, All things whatsoever ye pray and ask for, believe 
that ye receive them, and ye shall have them.” Perfect faith has always in its keeping what 
perfect prayer asks for. How large and unqualified is the area of operation—the “All things 
whatsoever!” How definite and specific the promise—“Ye shall have them!” 

Our chief concern is with our faith,—the problems of its growth, and the activities of its 
vigorous maturity. A faith which grasps and holds in its keeping the very things it asks for, 
without wavering, doubt or fear—that is the faith we need—faith, such as is a pearl of great 
price, in the process and practice of prayer. 

The statement of our Lord about faith and prayer quoted above is of supreme importance. 
Faith must be definite, specific; an unqualified, unmistakable request for the things asked 
for. It is not to be a vague, indefinite, shadowy thing; it must be something more than an 
abstract belief in God’s willingness and ability to do for us. It is to be a definite, specific, 
asking for, and expecting the things for which we ask. Note the reading of Mark 11:23: 

“And shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those things which he saith shall 
come to pass; he shall have whatever he saith.” 

Just so far as the faith and the asking is definite, so also will the answer be. The giving 
is not to be something other than the things prayed for, but the actual things sought and 
named. “He shall have whatsoever he saith.” It is all imperative, “He shall have.” The 
granting is to be unlimited, both in quality and in quantity. 


