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Announcements and Things to Come 
 

 
 
Studies and Encouragements. 
 

• Communion, 1st Sunday Each Month 10am.  
• Prayer meeting / Bible Study Every Wednesday at Pr Edi’s home 7.30pm.  
• Birthdays:  

o Cody 3rd April 
o Natalie Uscinas 20th April 
o Jacob 23rd April 

• Ladies Bible Study Tuesday 26th March 1:30pm at Natalie Uscinas home. Please see 
Maria for further details. 

• GETTING DEEPER STUDIES Every 2nd Sunday of the month at 1pm, at Church. 
(Next Sunday) 

• Church Business Meeting  28th April 2019 1pm 
• The May Day Series.  Prophecy “The Blessed Hope”. 5th – 26th May. 
• King’s Kids.  1st & 3rd Friday of each month beginning May 3rd & 17th   
• Prayer & Praise List 

Missionaries (Bell Family) 
Sunbury 
Government  
The Gospel to Friends/Family 
Christian Persecution. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

  
 

 
Welcome to Hope Baptist Church 

 
Sunday 7th of April 2019 

 
 
 

531 Elizabeth Dr Sunbury 
Service Sundays 10:30am today  

 
 

www.hopebc.org.au 

“For whatsoever things were written 
aforetime were written for our learning, 
that we through patience and comfort of 

the scriptures might have hope”.  
Romans 15:4 
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Hymn To Remember 
Christ Arose 

 

Author: Robert Lowry (1826-1899) 

Scriptures: Matt 27:29, Mrk 16:1-6, Lk 23:50-54, Jn 1:1-2, Jn 20:1-18, Acts 2, 1 Cor 15, Rev 5:10.  
 
 

1 Low in the grave he lay, Jesus my Saviour,  
waiting the coming day, Jesus my Lord! 

Refrain: 
Up from the grave he arose;  

with a mighty triumph o'er his foes;  
he arose a victor from the dark domain,  

and he lives forever, with his saints to reign.  
He arose! He arose! Hallelujah! Christ arose! 

2 Vainly they watch his bed, Jesus my Saviour,  
vainly they seal the dead, Jesus my Lord! [Refrain] 

3 Death cannot keep his prey, Jesus my Saviour;  
he tore the bars away, Jesus my Lord! [Refrain] 

 

ROBERT LOWRY (1826–1899) 
 

Lowry is credited with the writing of more than 500 hymn tunes, often supplying the text as 
well as the music – one of the earliest hymnwriters to do so. His first hymn, "When the 
Morning Light", was written in 1847 when he was 21 years old. His love of music dated 
from his childhood, when he would play any musical instrument that came to hand, and his 
melodies were strongly influenced by the popular music of the time. Thus, Lowry 
characterized "Shall We Gather" as brass band music, but he would adopt a more 
conventional hymn tone for reflective pieces such as "I Need Thee Every Hour" and 
"Saviour, Thy Dying Love". In a number of cases when setting the words of others he would 
add a chorus or refrain. He had an ear for dramatic effect, exemplified in the contrast, in 
"Low In The Grave He Lay", between the solemn verses and the exultant chorus 
proclaiming the Resurrection.  

In later life, while remaining self-taught, Lowry adopted a more formal approach towards his 
music. According to his biographer Henry S Burrage: "When he saw that the obligations of 
musical editorship were laid upon him, he began the study of music in earnest, and sought 
the best musical text-books and works on the highest forms of musical composition".[5] 

When asked to explain his methods of composition, in particular whether in his own hymns 
words or music came first, Lowry replied:  

"I have no method. Sometimes the music comes and the words follow, fitted insensibly to the melody. I watch my moods, 
and when anything good strikes me, whether words or music, and no matter where I am, at home or on the street, I jot it 
down. Often the margin of a newspaper or the back of an envelope serves as a notebook. My brain is a sort of spinning 
machine, I think, for there is music running through it all the time. I do not pick out my music on the keys of an instrument. 
The tunes of nearly all the hymns I have written have been completed on paper before I tried them on the organ. Frequently 
the words of the hymn and the music have been written at the same time."  
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ON THIS DAY 
 

Ordeal By Fire                           April 7 
 
How could the crowd that cheered Jesus on Palm Sunday have crucified him on 
Friday? How can public opinion turn so quickly? That’s what 
Jerome Savonarola  
 
asked on April 7, 1498. He lived in Florence during the height of 
the Italian Renaissance. His flashing dark eyes and blazing sermons 
electrified the city. Throngs waited for hours for cathedral doors to 
open, and thousands clung to his every word. “I preach the 
regeneration of the church,” he thundered, “taking the Scriptures as 
my sole guide.” 

Eventually Savonarola became city-manager and made Florence 
a republic. He initiated tax reforms, aided the poor, cleaned up the courts, and 
changed the city to a virtual monastery. He inspired the populace to build bonfires for 
burning pornographic books and gambling equipment. Having reformed Florence, he 
rebuked the clergy, denouncing papal corruptions. When Pope Alexander VI 
excommunicated him, he demanded the pope’s dismissal. 

A Franciscan proposed an “ordeal by fire” to settle the matter. In this medieval 
custom a man was forced to walk between walls of fire, and his survival or death was 
deemed to indicate God’s favor or disfavor. Savonarola’s close friend Fra Domenico 
agreed to walk through the fire, and the ordeal was set for April 7. Great preparations 
were made as the news spread across Italy. Two rows of wood, laid out for 60 feet, 
were soaked with oil. The two feet between them was just wide enough for a man to 
pass. The excitement was tremendous, and people began to arrive the night before. 
Windows and roofs adjoining the square overflowed with people. The ordeal was set 
for 11 A.M. 
But the hour came and went. The 
impatience of the crowds increased as 
Savonarola  
delayed sending Domenico out. A storm 
rose and fell. Evening came, and the 
crowd rioted when the ordeal was called 
off. Savonarola’s power was gone. He 
was arrested, tortured, and shortly 
afterward executed on the same public 
square where the ordeal was to have occurred. The crowd who honored him as a 
prophet and appointed him a statesman made him in the end a martyr.3 

                                                
3 Robert J. Morgan, On This Day: 365 Amazing and Inspiring Stories about Saints, Martyrs & Heroes,  (Nashville: Thomas Nelson 
Publishers, 1997). 
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Chinese city offers US$1,500 reward to help snare foreign religious 
leaders 

• Southern	metropolis	of	Guangzhou	introduces	cash	incentives	as	campaign	to	sinicise	faith	groups	hots	up	
• Biggest	payouts	reserved	for	information	leading	to	arrest	of	clerics	from	outside	mainland	China	

Mimi Lau			
Published:	2:58pm,	29	Mar,	2019	

Guangzhou has become the first major city in China to offer 
financial rewards to people who report “illegal religious activities”, 
as authorities continue to crack down on underground gatherings. 

An announcement was made recently by the southern city’s ethnic 
and religious affairs department, which said that members of the 
public could earn up to 10,000 yuan (US$1,500) for providing tip-
offs about illicit groups. 

The move comes amid a nationwide drive to sinicise foreign 
religious traditions, and after the country’s religious affairs 

regulation was amended in February last year to give grass-roots officials more power to act against religious 
practitioners and impose tougher penalties on worshippers. 

Much of the crackdown has been directed at unregistered	Protestant	churches, which despite the restrictions 
have been flourishing in Chinese cities. But the religious controls have also seen the demolition of Catholic 
churches and convents, Buddhist statues, temples and mosques on the grounds they had not been approved. 
 
Under the new reward scheme in Guangzhou, the capital of 
Guangdong province, informants can earn between 5,000 and 
10,000 yuan for tips leading to the arrest of a non-Chinese religious 
leader, according to a statement on the department’s website.	

Other payments include 3,000 to 5,000 yuan for information 
leading to the closure of a foreign religious group, and between 100 
and 3,000 yuan for tips about locally organised gatherings and their 
leaders.		

The measures aim to identify religious activities that support extremism, endanger national security and disturb the 
public order, including “unsanctioned religious venues, groups, institutions, activities, donation, training and 
conferences”, the website statement said.	

Ying Fuk-tsang, director of the Divinity School of Chung Chi 
College at the Chinese University of Hong Kong, said the 
mobilisation of grass-roots officials and community groups for social 
control purposes, including cracking down on religious activities, 
was increasingly common. 

“This will compress the survival space of house churches,” he said. 
“Not only will they have to deal with the official crackdown but now 
also the threat from their neighbours.”2 

 

                                                
2 https://www.scmp.com/news/china/politics/article/3003825/chinese-city-offers-us1500-reward-help-snare-foreign-religious 
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Order of Service 
 

 
Welcome 

 

Announcements   
 

Hymn – Christ Arose 
 

Prayer Time 
 

Bible Reading- Romans 5:1-11 
 

Hymn – In Christ Alone 
 

Sermon – Eternity Bridged 
 

Hymn – I Need Thee Every Hour 318 
 
 

A word on The Word 
 

 
“Without the clue and the light which the Word of God affords, the 
history of mankind, of any and every age, only presents to view a 
labyrinth and a chaos…But, with the Scripture key, all is plain, all is 
instructive. Then I see verily there is a God who governs the earth, 
who pours contept upon princes, takes the wise in their own 
craftiness, overrules the wrath and pride of man to bring his own 
designs to pass, and restrains all that is not necessary to that end.” 
 
John Newton 



	 4 

Sermon Notes 
‘Eternity Bridged’ 

 
Therefore Links That Before (Rom 1-4, Isa 64:6) 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….…
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………..……………………………………………………………………………………… … 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………….…………………………………………………………………………………… 

Therefore Has Cause and Effect (Deut 30:15-19, Num 20:12, Prov 14:12) 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………  
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………. ………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 

Therefore Bridges The Gulf (Rom 5:1, Lk 16:22-26, Rom 1:17, Gal 4:4, Lk 19:10, Mt 20:28, Jn 20:31, Mt 26:28, Heb 
10:18-20, Acts 4:12, Jn 5:39, 1 Jn 5:12, Heb 9:27, Lk 16:27-31, Jn 3:16, 3:18, 1:12, 6:29, 8:24, Rom 10:9) 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………  
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 

Therefore Reveals Our Hope (Rom 5:1-2, 4:16, Heb 7:22-28, Rom 10:9) 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………  
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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In Christ Alone 
 

In Christ alone my hope is found, 
He is my light, my strength, my song; 

This Cornerstone, this solid Ground, 
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 
What heights of love, what depths of peace, 
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease! 

My Comforter, my All in All, 
Here in the love of Christ I stand. 

In Christ alone! – who took on flesh, 
Fullness of God in helpless babe. 

This gift of love and righteousness, 
Scorned by the ones He came to save: 

Till on that cross as Jesus died, 
The wrath of God was satisfied – 

For every sin on Him was laid; 
Here in the death of Christ I live. 

There in the ground His body lay, 
Light of the world by darkness slain: 
Then bursting forth in glorious day 
Up from the grave He rose again! 

And as He stands in victory 
Sin’s curse has lost its grip on me, 

For I am His and He is mine – 
Bought with the precious blood of Christ. 

No guilt in life, no fear in death, 
This is the power of Christ in me; 
From life’s first cry to final breath, 

Jesus commands my destiny. 
No power of hell, no scheme of man, 

Can ever pluck me from His hand: 
Till He returns or calls me home, 

Here in the power of Christ I’ll stand. 
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children came after her husband. Tell them also of what a happy end she made, and whither 
she is gone. I have a little or nothing to send to my family, except it be prayers and tears 
for them; of which it will suffice if thou acquaint them, if peradventure they may prevail. 

When Mr. Stand-fast had thus set things in order, and the time being come for him to 
haste him away, he also went down to the river. Now there was a great calm at that time 
in the river; wherefore Mr. Stand-fast, when he was about half-way in, stood a while and 
talked to his companions that had waited upon him thither; and he said, This river has been 
a terror to many; yea, the thoughts of it also have often frightened me. Now, methinks, I 
stand easy, my foot is fixed upon that upon which the feet of the priests that bare the ark 
of the covenant stood, while Israel went over this Jordan (Josh. 3:17). The waters, indeed, 
are to the palate bitter, and to the stomach cold; yet the thoughts of what I am going to, 
and of the conduct that waits for me on the other side, doth lie as a glowing coal at my 
heart. 

I see myself now at the end of my journey, my toilsome days are ended. I am going 
now to see that Head that was crowned with thorns, and that Face that was spit upon for 
me. 

I have formerly lived by hearsay and faith; but now I go where I shall live by sight, and 
shall be with Him in whose company I delight myself. 

I have loved to hear my Lord spoken of; and wherever I have seen the print of His shoe 
in the earth, there I have coveted to set my foot too. 

His name has been to me as a civet-box; yea, sweeter than all perfumes. His voice to 
me has been most sweet; and His countenance I have more desired than they that have 
most desired the light of the sun. His Word I did use to gather for my food, and for 
antidotes against my faintings. “He has held me, and hath kept me from mine iniquities; 
yea, my steps hath He strengthened in His way.” 

Now, while he was thus in discourse, his countenance changed, his strong man bowed 
under him; and after he had said, Take me, for I come unto Thee, he ceased to be seen of 
them. 

But glorious it was to see how the open region was filled with horses and chariots, with 
trumpeters and pipers, with singers and players on stringed instruments, to welcome the 
Pilgrims as they went up, and followed one another in at the beautiful gate of the city. 

As for Christian’s children, the four boys that Christiana brought with her, with their 
wives and children, I did not stay where I was till they were gone over. Also, since I came 
away, I heard one say that they were yet alive, and so would be for the increase of the 
CHURCH in that place where they were, for a time. 

Shall it be my lot to go that way again, I may give those that desire it an account of 
what I here am silent about. Meantime, I bid my reader ADIEU.1 

           

THE END 

 
 
 
                                   

                                                
1 John Bunyan, The Pilgrim’s Progress, (Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software, 2006), 3:242–244. 
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176 Words. 
 
 

 

“The wicked have waited for me to destroy me: but I 
will consider thy testimonies.” 

 
  (Ps 119:95) 

 
Few have been as unjustly pursued as David. His love and desire was for the 

Lord, his heart for his Saviour (2 Sam 22:3), yet he was pursued by wicked 
men (1 Sam 24:13). They had expectation of the attainment of their 
pursuit, to destroy who to them was an enemy (1 Sam 22:7-8). They 
waited, they set themselves, they planned to destroy one who’s desire was 
for the Lord and his word (Ps 119:127). 

The Bible refers to all who do not know God as “wicked”(Ps 7:11), these do the 
work of their father the Devil, he was both a liar and a murderer from the 
beginning (John 8:44). Their appearance is as the righteous, but their 
tender mercies are cruel (Prov 12:10). They might be found dwelling 
together with the righteous, yet they shall be separated in time to come 
(Matt 13:27-30, 25:32-33). 

It is for the sake of comfort that David considers the testimonies of the Lord. It 
is these eternal words that he finds both truth and comfort. All his trials are 
thereby interpreted and understood, and he comes to know “all things 
work together for good to them that love God” (Rom 8:28). 

 
  

 
Pr Edi Giudetti 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

A Proverb For Memory 
 
 

“There is that scattereth, and yet increaseth; and there is that 
withholdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth to poverty.” 

 
Proverbs 11:24 
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Words Of Hope 
 

HAPPY 
“Behold, happy is the man whom God correcteth” (Job 5:17a);  
“yea, happy is that people, whose God is the Lord” (Ps. 144:15b).  

“Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth 
understanding” (Prov. 3:13).  

“Whoso trusteth in the Lord, happy is he” (Prov. 16:20b).  

“Happy is the man that feareth always: but he that hardeneth his heart shall 
fall into mischief” (Prov. 28:14).  

The man who reverences God is truly happy, but the hardhearted fall. “If ye 
know these things, happy are ye if ye do them” (John 13:17).  

“But and if ye suffer for righteousness’ sake, happy are ye: and be not afraid 
of their terror, neither be troubled” (I Pet. 3:14).  

“If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye; for the spirit of 
glory and of God resteth upon you” (I Pet. 4:14a). 

 

GOLDEN THOUGHT 

 
Happy is the man who finds wisdom. 
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THE PILGRIM’S PROGRESS 
John Bunyan 

THIS WORLD TO THAT WHICH IS TO COME 

ARRIVE IN THE LAND OF BEULAH 
 

Then it came to pass, a while after, that there was a post in the town that inquired for 
Mr. Honest. So he came to his house where he was, and delivered to his hand these lines: 
Thou art commanded to be ready against this day sevennight, to present thyself before thy 
Lord, at His Father’s house. And for a token that my message is true, “All thy daughters 
of music shall he brought low” (Eccl. 12:4). Then Mr. Honest called for his friends, and 
said unto them, I die, but shall make no will. As for my honesty, it shall go with me; let 
him that comes after be told of this. When the day that he was to be gone was come, he 
addressed himself to go over the river. Now the river at that time overflowed the banks in 
some places; but Mr. Honest in his lifetime had spoken to one Good-conscience to meet 
him there, the which he also did, and lent him his hand, and so helped him over. The last 
words of Mr. Honest were, Grace reigns. So he left the world. 

After this, it was noised abroad, that Mr. Valiant-for-truth was taken with a summons, 
by the same post as the other; and had this for a token that the summons was true, “That 
his pitcher was broken at the fountain” (Eccl. 12:6). When he understood it, he called for 
his friends, and told them of it. Then, said he, I am going to my Father’s; and though with 
great difficulty I am got hither, yet now I do not repent me of all the trouble I have been 
at to arrive where I am. My sword I give to him that shall succeed me in my pilgrimage, 
and my courage and skill to him that can get it. My marks and scars I carry with me, to be 
a witness for me, that I have fought His battles, who now will be my Rewarder. When the 
day that he must go hence was come, many accompanied him to the river-side, into which 
as he went, he said, “Death, where is thy sting?” And as he went down deeper, he said, 
“Grave, where is thy victory?” So he passed over, and all the trumpets sounded for him 
on the other side. 

Then there came forth a summons for Mr. Stand-fast-this Mr. Stand-fast was he that 
the rest of the Pilgrims found upon his knees in the Enchanted Ground-for the post brought 
it him open in his hands. The contents whereof were, that he must prepare for a change of 
life, for his Master was not willing that he should be so far from Him any longer. At this 
Mr. Stand-fast was put into a muse. Nay, said the messenger, you need not doubt of the 
truth of my message, for here is a token of the truth thereof: “Thy wheel is broken at the 
cistern” (Eccl. 12:6). Then he called unto him Mr. Great-heart, who was their guide, and 
said unto him, Sir, although it was not my hap to be much in your good company in the 
days of my pilgrimage; yet, since the time I knew you, you have been profitable to me. 
When I came from home, I left behind me a wife and five small children; let me entreat 
you, at your return (for I know that you will go, and return to your Master’s house, in 
hopes that you may yet be a conductor to more of the holy pilgrims), that you send to my 
family, and let them be acquainted with all that hath, or shall happen unto me. Tell them, 
moreover, of my happy arrival to this place, and of the present [and] late blessed condition 
that I am in. Tell them also of Christian, and Christiana his wife, and how she and her 


