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“For whatsoever things were written 
aforetime were written for our learning, 
that we through patience and comfort of 

the scriptures might have hope”.  
Romans 15:4 
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Hymn To Remember 
I Sing The Mighty Power of God 

 

Author: Isaac Watts (1674 – 1748) 

Scriptures: Gen 1-2, Job, 38, Ps 19, Prov 4:18, Jer 10:12-13, Mt 6:24-34, Acts 14:15-18, Heb 3:4, Rev 15:3 

1 I sing the mighty power of God  
that made the mountains rise,  

that spread the flowing seas abroad  
and built the lofty skies.  

I sing the wisdom that ordained  
the sun to rule the day;  

the moon shines full at his command,  
and all the stars obey. 

2 I sing the goodness of the Lord  
that filled the earth with food;  

he formed the creatures with his word  
and then pronounced them good.  

Lord, how thy wonders are displayed,  
where'er I turn my eye,  

if I survey the ground I tread  
or gaze up on the sky. 

3 There's not a plant or flower below  
but makes thy glories known,  

and clouds arise and tempests blow  
by order from thy throne;  

while all that borrows life from thee  
is ever in thy care,  

and everywhere that man can be,  
thou, God, art present there. 

Isaac Watts was the son of a schoolmaster, and was born in Southampton, 
July 17, 1674. He is said to have shown remarkable precocity in childhood, 
beginning the study of Latin, in his fourth year, and writing respectable 
verses at the age of seven. At the age of sixteen, he went to London to 
study in the Academy of the Rev. Thomas Rowe, an Independent minister. 
In 1698, he became assistant minister of the Independent Church, Berry 
St., London. In 1702, he became pastor. In 1712, he accepted an 
invitation to visit Sir Thomas Abney, at his residence of Abney Park, and at 
Sir Thomas' pressing request, made it his home for the remainder of his 
life. It was a residence most favourable for his health, and for the 
prosecution of his literary labours. He did not retire from ministerial duties, 
but preached as often as his delicate health would permit. 
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Order of Service 
 

 
Welcome 

 

Announcements   
 

Hymn – I Sing The Mighty Power of God 
 

Prayer 
 

Bible Reading- Revelation 2:1-7 
 

Hymn – Jesus Paid It All 125 
 

Sermon – Seven Letters: The Ephesian Christian 
 

Hymn – When I Survey The Wondrous Cross 118 
 
 

A word on The Word 
 
 
“No man ever did or ever will become truly eloquent without being a 

constant reader of the Bible, and an admirer of the purity and 
sublimity of its language” 

 
 
Fisher Ames 
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Sermon Notes 
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176 Words. 
 
 

 

 “They that fear thee will be glad when they see 
me; because I have hoped in thy word.” 

 
  (Ps 119:74) 

 
Many there are that are persecuted for the sake of the word of God. 

Those of us who truly do fear the Lord have a reverence for the 
scriptures unmatched by the ‘many’ who ‘will eat our own bread, and 
wear our own apparel only let us be called by thy name, to take away 
our reproach’ (Isa 4:1); the nominal Christian claims Christ in name but 
not in life. 

Those persecuted for the words sake however, are rejoiced over 
when they are seen by brethren who fear the Lord and also have trusted 
in his word, these are gladdened and their faith renewed over the loving 
favor and faithfulness of God, ‘who will not suffer you to be tempted 
above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to 
escape’ (1 Cor 10:13). 

Yes, only they that fear the Lord will be gladdened at the recovery 
of those who have trusted in him, they will not avenge themselves, for 
they also trust in other faithful words, ‘vengeance is mine; I will repay, 
saith the Lord’ (Rom 12:19). 

 
 

Pr Edi Giudetti 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

A Proverb For Memory 
 

  “The integrity of the upright shall guide them: but the 
perverseness of transgressors shall destroy them.” 

Proverbs 11:3 
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Words Of Hope 
 

SON OF MAN 

 
Jesus asked, “Whom do men say that I the Son of man am? … 
But whom say ye that I am?” and Peter answered, “Thou art 
the Christ, the Son of the living God” (Matt. 16:13b, 15b–16b).  
“For the Son of man is come to save that which was lost” 
(Matt. 18:11).  
“The Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to 
minister, and to give his life a ransom for many” (Matt. 
20:28b).  
“As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must 
the Son of man be lifted up” (John 3:14b).  
Stephen said, “Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son 
of man standing on the right hand of God” (Acts 7:56b).  
John wrote, “I saw seven golden candlesticks; and in the midst 
of the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of man, clothed 
with a garment down to the foot” (Rev. 1:12b–13a). 

 

GOLDEN THOUGHT 
The Son of man is come to seek that which was lost. 
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THE PILGRIM’S PROGRESS 
John Bunyan 

THIS WORLD TO THAT WHICH IS TO COME 
THE VALLEY OF HUMILIATION 

When they had passed by this place, they came upon the borders of the Shadow of Death; and 
this Valley was longer than the other; a place, also, most strangely haunted with evil things, as 
many are able to testify; but these women and children went the better through it, because they 
had daylight, and because Mr. Great-heart was their conductor. 

When they were entered upon this Valley, they thought that they heard a groaning, as of dead 
men, a very great groaning. They thought, also, they did hear words of lamentation spoken, as of 
some in extreme torment. These things made the boys to quake, the women also looked pale and 
wan; but their guide bid them be of good comfort. 

So they went on a little further, and they thought that they felt the ground begin to shake under 
them, as if some hollow place was there; they heard also a kind of a hissing, as of serpents, but 
nothing as yet appeared. Then said the boys, Are we not yet at the end of this doleful place? But 
the guide also bid them be of good courage, and look well to their feet, lest haply, said he, you be 
taken in some snare. 

Now James began to be sick, but I think the cause thereof was fear; so his mother gave him 
some of that glass of spirits that she had given her at the Interpreter’s house, and three of the pills 
that Mr. Skill had prepared, and the boy began to revive. Thus they went on, till they came to 
about the middle of the Valley, and then Christiana said, Methinks I see something yonder upon 
the road before us, a thing of such a shape such as I have not seen. Then said Joseph, Mother, what 
is it? An ugly thing, child; an ugly thing, said she. But, mother, what is it like? said he. It is like I 
cannot tell what, said she. And now it was but a little way off; then said she, It is nigh. 

Well, well, said Mr. Great-heart, Let them that are most afraid, keep close to me. So the fiend 
came on, and the conductor met it; but when it was just come to him, it vanished to all their sights. 
Then remembered they what had been said some time ago, “Resist the devil, and he will flee from 
you” (James 4:7). 

They went therefore on, as being a little refreshed; but they had not gone far, before Mercy, 
looking behind her, saw, as she thought, something most like a lion, and it came a great padding 
pace after; and it had a hollow voice of roaring; and at every roar that it gave, it made all the Valley 
echo, and their hearts to ache, save the heart of him that was their guide. So it came up; and Mr. 
Great-heart went behind, and put the Pilgrims all before him. The lion also came on apace, and 
Mr. Great-heart addressed himself to give him battle. But when he saw that it was determined that 
resistance should be made, he also drew back, and came no further (1 Peter 5:8, 9). 

Then they went on again, and their conductor did go before them, till they came at a place 
where was cast up a pit the whole breadth of the way; and, before they could be prepared to go 
over that, a great mist and darkness fell upon them, so that they could not see. Then said the 
Pilgrims, Alas! now what shall we do? But their guide made answer, Fear not, stand still, and see 
what an end will be put to this also. So they staid there, because their path was marred. They then 
also thought that they did hear more apparently the noise and rushing of the enemies; the fire, also, 
and the smoke of the pit, was much easier to be discerned. Then said Christiana to Mercy, Now I 
see what my poor husband went through; I have heard much of this place, but I never was here 
before now. Poor man, he went here all alone in the night; he had night almost quite through the 
way; also, these fiends were busy about him, as if they would have torn him in pieces. Many have 
spoke of it, but none can tell what the Valley of the Shadow of Death should mean, until they 
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come in it themselves. “The heart knows its own bitterness; and a stranger intermeddleth not with 
its joy.” To be here is a fearful thing. 

GREAT-HEART. This is like doing business in great waters, or like going down into the deep; 
this is like being in the heart of the sea, and like going down to the bottoms of the mountains; now 
it seems as if the earth, with its bars, were about us forever. But let them that walk in darkness, 
and have no light, trust in the name of the Lord, and stay upon their God (Isa. 1:10). For my part, 
as I have told you already, I have gone often through this Valley, and have been much harder put 
to it than now I am, and yet you see I am alive. I would not boast, for that I am not mine own 
saviour; but I trust we shall have a good deliverance. Come, let us pray for light to Him that can 
lighten our darkness, and that can rebuke not only these, but all the Satans in hell. 

So they cried and prayed, and God sent light and deliverance, for there was now no let in their 
way; no not there, where but now they were stopped with a pit. Yet they were not got through the 
Valley; so they went on still, and behold great stinks and loathsome smells, to the great annoyance 
of them. Then said Mercy to Christiana, There is not such pleasant being here, as at the gate, or at 
the Interpreter’s, or at the house where we lay last. 

O but, said one of the boys, it is not so bad to go through here, as it is to abide here always; 
and for aught I know, one reason why we must go this way to the house prepared for us, is, that 
our home might be made the sweeter to us. 

Well said, Samuel, quoth the guide, thou hast now spoke like a man. Why, if ever I get out 
here again said the boy, I think I shall prize light and good way better than ever I did in all my 
life. Then said the guide, We shall he out by and by. 

So on they went, and Joseph said, Cannot we see to the end of this Valley as yet? Then said 
the guide, Look to your feet, for you shall presently be among the snares. So they looked to their 
feet, and went on; but they were troubled much with the snares. Now, when they were come among 
the snares, they espied a man cast into the ditch on the left hand, with his flesh all rent and torn. 
Then said the guide, That is one Heedless, that was agoing this way; he has lain there a great while. 
There was one Take-heed with him, when he was taken and slain; but he escaped their hands. You 
cannot imagine how many are killed hereabout, and yet men are so foolishly venturous, as to set 
out lightly on pilgrimage, and to come without a guide.196 Poor Christian! it was a wonder that he 
here escaped; but he was beloved of his God: also, he had a good heart of his own, or else he could 
never have done it. Now they drew towards the end of the way; and just there where Christian had 
seen the cave when he went by, out thence came forth Maul, a giant. This Maul did use to spoil 
young pilgrims with sophistry; and he called Great-heart by his name, and said unto him, How 
many times have you been forbidden to do these things? Then said Mr. Great-heart, What things? 
What things? quoth the giant; you know what things; but I will put an end to your trade. But pray, 
said Mr. Great-heart, before we fall to it, let us understand wherefore we must fight. Now the 
women and children stood trembling, and knew not what to do. Quoth the giant, You rob the 
country, and rob it with the worst of thefts.198 These are but generals, said Mr. Great-heart; come 
to particulars, man. 

Then said the giant, Thou practisest the craft of a kidnapper; thou gatherest up women and 
children, and carriest them into a strange country, to the weakening of my master’s kingdom. But 
now Great-heart replied, I am a servant of the God of Heaven; my business is to persuade sinners 
to repentance; I am commanded to do my endeavour to turn men, women, and children, “from 
darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God”: and if this be indeed the ground of thy 
quarrel, let us fall to it as soon as thou wilt. 

Then the giant came up, and Mr. Great-heart went to meet him; and as he went, he drew his 
sword1….  To be continued  

 
                                                
1 John Bunyan, The Pilgrim’s Progress, (Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software, 2006), 3:208–210. 
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China:  Another Prominent House Church Shut Down  
 

1 November 2018 
 

On 14 October police closed a church which had been established for decades in 
southern China, Guangzhou. Its founder, Samuel Lamb, was imprisoned for over 20 
years for his faith. 
Chinese Protestant pastor, Samuel Lamb, initially set up the church in his house in Da 
Ma Zhan in 1950. He was imprisoned for more than 20 years (1955–57; 1958–78) and 
re-opened the Da Ma Zhan Gospel church the year after his release. 

The number of members of the church grew to 
thousands. However, the authorities constantly 
harassed Pastor Lamb to join the government-
controlled Three-Self Church. While he continued to 
fend off their threats and warnings, he had to relocate 
when the church was closed in 2000 because of a 
road expansion. The new address was Ronggui Lane. 

The Lord called his loyal servant home on 3 August 
2013, when the pastor was 88 years old and the 
church continued. 

Pastor Lamb had negotiated an agreement with the Ministry of Local Religious Affairs 
and the United Front Work Department that allowed his church to operate. Despite 
this, police closed the Ronggui Lane Church on 14 October, after 18 years of 
operation. Gatherings were cancelled, and authorities parked several police cars near 
the entrance. 

Pastor Lamb often used to share about how the congregation had been growing 
despite persecution. “Before I was arrested, there were only 200 members in my 
congregation,” he told Voice of the Martyrs. “When I was released from prison the first 
time, I saw that the congregation had grown to 900 members. Then, after books and 
equipment were confiscated, the congregation grew to over 2000 members.” 

Across the Guangdong Province, two other house churches were shut down in the 
past few months. One was the House of David church in Chang’an town of Dongguan 
city, and the other was a congregation site affiliated with the Guangzhou Guangfu 
Church.2 

 
 
                                                
2 Source: China Aid, Voice of the Martyrs 
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Define: Magisterium 
 

 magisterium. The teaching authority of the Roman Catholic Church. The 
magisterium consists of the bishops of the Church under the authority of the 
pope. Catholics sometimes argue that it is a weakness of Protestant Christianity 
that it lacks a determinate magisterium.3 

 
ON THIS DAY 

Rock of Ages 

 
On November 4, 1740 a baby in Farnham, England, was given the formidable name of 
Augustus Montague Toplady. His father died in a war, his mother spoiled him, his friends 
thought him “sick and neurotic,” and his relatives disliked him. 

But Augustus was interested in the Lord. “I am now arrived at the age of eleven years,” 
he wrote on his birthday. “I praise God I can remember no dreadful crime; to the Lord be the 
glory.” By age 12 he was preaching sermons to whoever would listen. At 14 he began 
writing hymns. At 16 he was soundly converted to Christ while attending a service in a barn. 
And at 22 he was ordained an Anglican priest. 

As a staunch Calvinist he despised John Wesley’s Arminian theology. He accused Wesley 
of “lying and forgery.” “I believe him to be the most rancorous hater of the gospel-system 
that ever appeared on this island,” Augustus wrote. “Wesley is guilty of satanic 
shamelessness,” he said on another occasion, “of acting the ignoble part of a lurking, shy 
assassin.” He described the evangelist as a prizefighter and a chimney sweep. 

In 1776 Augustus wrote an article about God’s forgiveness, intending it as a slap at 
Wesley. He ended his article with an original poem: 

Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 
Let me hide myself in Thee; 
Let the water and the blood, 

From Thy wounded side which flowed, 
Be of sin the double cure, 

Save from wrath and make me pure. 

Augustus Toplady died at age 38, but his poem outlived him and has been called “the best 
known, best loved, and most widely useful” hymn in the English language. Oddly, it is 
remarkably similar to something Wesley had written 30 years before in the preface of a book 
of hymns for the Lord’s Supper: “O Rock of Salvation, Rock struck and cleft for me, let 
those two Streams of Blood and Water which gushed from thy side, bring down Pardon and 
Holiness into my soul.”  Perhaps the two men were not as incompatible as they thought. 

                                                
3 C. Stephen Evans, Pocket dictionary of apologetics & philosophy of religion, 2002, 72. 
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Pakistan’s	Supreme	Court	overturns	Aasia	Bibi’s	conviction	

 

31 October 2018 

Pakistani Christian mother-of-five, Aasia Bibi, who has been on death row since November 
2010 after being convicted under the country’s notorious “blasphemy law”, has been saved 
from hanging by a three-judge bench of the Supreme Court. The decision to acquit and release 
her was announced on Wednesday 31 October in a 56-page 
verdict. 

Aasia reportedly told her lawyer, "I can't believe what I am 
hearing, will I go out now? Will they let me out, really? I just 
don't know what to say, I am very happy, I can't believe it." 

“All my mother had done was take a drink of water” 

The illiterate Christian farm worker had angered Muslim co-workers on 14 June 2009 by 
drinking from the shared cup when she brought them a bucket of water as they picked crops 
together on a sweltering summer’s day. The Muslims considered that her action made the 
water “unclean” for them as Muslims. 

Aasia Bibi has endured eight years on death row, some of which she has spent in solitary confinement for her safety 

Heated words were exchanged, and Aasia Bibi allegedly said, “Jesus Christ died on the cross 
for the sins of mankind. What did your Prophet Muhammad ever do to save mankind?”  She 
was threatened, beaten up twice, arrested, imprisoned and the following year convicted under 
Section 295-C of the Pakistan Penal Code, for defiling the name of Muhammad. This crime 
carries a mandatory death penalty, although no one has yet been executed. 

“All my mother had done was take a drink of water because she was thirsty,” said her 
daughter Eisham, now 18. As a nine-year-old, Eisham had seen her mother beaten and spat 
on by angry neighbours after the incident.  

Violent reaction feared on the streets of Pakistan 

Aasia Bibi’s case has received much publicity both in Pakistan and internationally. Her 
husband and children have lived in hiding for many years, being likely targets for 
assassination by zealous Muslims. Hardline Islamist radicals have made it clear for years that 
they will not accept anything less than death for Aasia Bibi. Following the verdict, the patron-
in-chief of the Islamist Tehreek-e-Labaik political party is reported to have stated that the 
chief justice and those who ordered Aasia’s release “deserve death”. In 2011 two liberal 
politicians in Pakistan were murdered for speaking out on her behalf and calling for reform of 
the “blasphemy laws”. 

The court’s ruling stated that “the prosecution has categorically failed to prove its case beyond 
reasonable doubt”. The judges also asserted, “it is not for the individuals, or a gathering 
(mob), to decide as to whether any act falling within the purview of Section 295-C has been 
committed or not”. 
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Announcements and Things to Come 
 

 
 
Studies and Encouragements. 
 

• Communion, 1st Sunday Each Month 10am. 
• Prayer meeting / Bible Study Wednesday nights 7:30pm at Pr Edi’s Home 

until further notice. (Ecclesiastes 8) 
• Birthdays:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Prayer & Praise List 

Missionaries (Bell Family) 
Sunbury 
Government  
The Gospel to Friends/Family 
Christian Persecution. 
 


