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Announcements and Things to Come 
 

 
 
Studies and Encouragements. 
 

• Communion, 1st Sunday Each Month 10am. 
• Prayer meeting / Bible Study Wednesday nights 7:30pm at Pr Edi’s Home 

until further notice. (Ecclesiastes 9) 
• Business Meeting 9th of December and Fellowship Lunch (Please bring a Plate) 
• Birthdays:  

o Vanessa Brereton 1 November. 
• FBC Christmas Dinner. Sunday 16th December 5.30 p.m. RSVP 9/12/18. 110 Anderson Rd Fawkner	

 
 
• Prayer & Praise List 

Missionaries (Bell 
Family) 
Sunbury 
Government  
The Gospel to 
Friends/Family 
Christian Persecution. 
 

 

 
 
 
 

  
 

 
Welcome to Hope Baptist Church 

 
Sunday 18th of November 2018 

 
 
 

531 Elizabeth Dr Sunbury 
Service Sundays 10:30am today  

 
 

www.hopebc.org.au 

“For whatsoever things were written 
aforetime were written for our learning, 
that we through patience and comfort of 

the scriptures might have hope”.  
Romans 15:4 
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Hymn To Remember 
I Sing The Mighty Power of God 

 

Author: Isaac Watts (1674 – 1748) 

Scriptures: Gen 1-2, Job, 38, Ps 19, Prov 4:18, Jer 10:12-13, Mt 6:24-34, Acts 14:15-18, Heb 3:4, Rev 15:3 

1 I sing the mighty power of God  
that made the mountains rise,  

that spread the flowing seas abroad  
and built the lofty skies.  

I sing the wisdom that ordained  
the sun to rule the day;  

the moon shines full at his command,  
and all the stars obey. 

2 I sing the goodness of the Lord  
that filled the earth with food;  

he formed the creatures with his word  
and then pronounced them good.  

Lord, how thy wonders are displayed,  
where'er I turn my eye,  

if I survey the ground I tread  
or gaze up on the sky. 

3 There's not a plant or flower below  
but makes thy glories known,  

and clouds arise and tempests blow  
by order from thy throne;  

while all that borrows life from thee  
is ever in thy care,  

and everywhere that man can be,  
thou, God, art present there. 

Isaac Watts was the son of a schoolmaster, and was born in Southampton, 
July 17, 1674. He is said to have shown remarkable precocity in childhood, 
beginning the study of Latin, in his fourth year, and writing respectable 
verses at the age of seven. At the age of sixteen, he went to London to 
study in the Academy of the Rev. Thomas Rowe, an Independent minister. 
In 1698, he became assistant minister of the Independent Church, Berry 
St., London. In 1702, he became pastor. In 1712, he accepted an 
invitation to visit Sir Thomas Abney, at his residence of Abney Park, and at 
Sir Thomas' pressing request, made it his home for the remainder of his 
life. It was a residence most favourable for his health, and for the 
prosecution of his literary labours. He did not retire from ministerial duties, 
but preached as often as his delicate health would permit. 
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Over 200 rockets fired at Israel from Gaza Strip, Israel Air 
Force carries out strikes. 

12 November 2018. 
 
Israel Air Force retaliating to dozens of rocket attacks; One Israeli severely injured; Two 
Palestinians reported dead in strikes; IDF: Terrorists in Gaza are targeting Israeli civilians. 
We are targeting the terrorists. 

******************************* 

A barrage of over 200 rockets was fired at Israel’s south from the Gaza Strip Monday 
evening into the night, the Israel Air Force responding with airstrikes. 

The IDF initially reported 80 rockets, the number quickly rising to 200. The Iron Dome 
intercepted over 60 of the rockets, the IDF confirming “80+ rockets fired from Gaza at 
innocent Israelis. The Iron Dome intercepted several of them. We are currently striking 
terror targets in the Gaza Strip.” It added “Terrorists in Gaza are targeting Israeli civilians. 
We are targeting the terrorists.” 

The IDF Spokespersons Unit later confirmed it hit over 20 targets, both Hamas and 
Islamic Jihad. It confirmed “We have struck 20+ Hamas & Palestinian Islamic Jihad targets 
throughout Gaza, including terror compounds, observation posts, rocket launching squad 
and additional terror targets.” The number of strikes increased to over 60 within hours. 

Code Red sirens were heard though dozens of southern communities Sunday, the IDF 
and Homefront Command placing communities on high alert and instructed them to 
remain in their shelters and indoors. The IDF released footage of damages from the 
attacks on Israel’s southern region. On Sunday afternoon, mortar fire from the Gaza Strip 
hit a bus in the Sha’ar Hanegev severely injuring a 19-year old man and bus driver. 

Palestinian media reported numerous strikes throughout the Strip on Monday evening with 
reports of two deaths. Prime Minister Netanyahu ordered an emergency security meeting 
with Israel’s defense and military officials in Tel Aviv. 

The escalation follows the death of an IDF elite unit officer who was killed in a raid in 
southern Gaza on Sunday. The officer’s identity has been kept classified and the IDF has 
provided limited details on the mission. The IDF Spokesperson’s Unit confirmed the 
soldier’s death overnight Sunday, releasing the statement “During IDF special forces’ 
operational activity in Gaza, an exchange of fire broke out, during which an IDF officer 
was killed and an additional IDF officer was moderately injured.” 

The IDF carried out strikes on multiple sites in the Gaza Strip ahead of a raid on Sunday. 
Six Palestinians were killed, including the deputy commander of the Izz ad-Din al-Qassam 
Brigades, Nur Barakeh, and his aid. Rocket attacks followed the events into Monday 
evening. 
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Back to normal... 

 

Some get their batteries refilled on crazy. Others can't live without a little outright chaos once in a while. You 
know who you are. I'm (Paul) the type that likes to find an empty room and pretend like I'm praying or 
something spiritual just to have a time to breath and listen to all the glorious silence. But, even for us 

introverts a good dose of crazy can impact us in unexpected and encouraging ways. That's basically my 
summary of the 2018 All Europe Conference. It's an interesting thing how God uses your prayers. It wasn't 

an easy conference for us by any means. The noise and pace were catastrophic for our little one who 
doesn't do well with over stimulation. But, I'm convinced that God used your prayers to give us that taste of 

transcendence in the midst of the storm. I'll mention a couple: 

• We met a handful of families that are or have gone through the difficulty of raising a child with special 
needs in a place where there are no aids and little understanding. It was encouraging to hear how 
God actually used the struggle to change their lives and impact the people they served. Struggle is 
not a liability, it's an asset in Christ. 

• Our Gorazde family were an island of peace in all the craze. Connecting with them is not necessarily 
sharing your life story and trying to find some kind immediate solace. It's more like being with each 
other simply because we 'know' each other in all the good, bad and ugly. To have friends that get it - 
priceless. 

• We were able to clarify some resources to help Eliana at home and with the future of schooling 
(sounds small, but this is one of the major struggles for us personally). 

• Finally, there was one little girl who managed to connect with our precious little one. There are very 
few kids who connect with her and this little one became a huge joy every time we left our room. 
"Where's Vessie? Will Vessie be there? Look dad! It's Vessie." I don't think she's even aware of how 
much of a blessing she was. Every time I see a child be kind to mine it makes my heart rejoice. 

That's a lot about us. Now we're back to life as normal and it is a balm on the soul. In the coming months we 
hope to put together some short videos that will give you a deeper since of why, what and how we are 

seeking to make Christ known in this context. We love you all and are deeply moved by your faithfulness. 
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Order of Service 
 

 
Welcome 

 

Announcements   
 

Hymn – I Sing The Mighty Power of God 
 

Prayer 
 

Bible Reading- Revelation 2:12-17 
 

Hymn – Heaven Came Down 473 
 

Sermon – Seven Letters: Smyrna 
 

Hymn – The Solid Rock 272 
 

A word on The Word 
 
“The Bible is the light of my understanding, the joy of my heart, the 
fullness of my hope, the clarifier of my affections, the mirror of my 
thoughts, the consoler of my sorrows, the guide of my soul through 
this gloomy labyrinth of time, the telescope sent from heaven to 
reveal to the eye of man the amazing glories of the far distant world. 
The Bible contains more true sublimity, more exquisite beauty, more 
pure morality, more important history, and finer strains of poetry and 
eloquence, than can be collected from all the other books, in 
whatever age or language they may have been written” 

 
Sir William Jones 
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Sermon Notes 
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neither. The Celestial City, he said, he should die if he came not to it; and yet was dejected at 
every difficulty, and stumbled at every straw that anybody cast in his way. Well, after he had 
lain at the Slough of Despond a great while, as I have told you, one sunshine morning, I do 
not know how, he ventured, and so got over; but when he was over, he would scarce believe 
it. He had, I think, a Slough of Despond in his mind; a slough that he carried everywhere with 
him, or else he could never have been as he was. So he came up to the gate, you know what 
I mean, that stands at the head of this way; and there also he stood a good while, before he 
would adventure to knock. When the gate was opened, he would give back, and give place to 
others, and say that he was not worthy. For, for all he got before some to the gate, yet many 
of them went in before him. There the poor man would stand, shaking and shrinking. I dare 
say, it would have pitied one’s heart to have seen him; nor would he go back again. At last, 
he took the hammer that hanged on the gate in his hand, and gave a small rap or two; then 
One opened to him, but he shrank back as before. He that opened stepped out after him, and 
said, Thou trembling one, what wantest thou? With that he fell down to the ground. He that 
spoke to him wondered to see him so faint. So he said to him, Peace be to thee; up, for I have 
set open the door to thee. Come in, for thou art blessed. With that he got up, and went in 
trembling; and when he was in, he was ashamed to show his face. Well, after he had been 
entertained there a while, as you know how the manner is, he was bid go on his way, and also 
told the way he should take. So he came till he came to our house. But as he behaved himself 
at the gate, so he did His behaviour at my Master the Interpreter’s door. He lay thereabout in 
the cold a good while, before he would adventure to call; yet he would not go back, and the 
nights were long and cold then. Nay, he had a note of necessity in his bosom to my Master, 
to receive him and grant him the comfort of His house, and also to allow him a stout and 
valiant conductor, because he was himself so chicken-hearted a man; and yet, for all that, he 
was afraid to call at the door. So he lay up and down thereabouts, till, poor man! he was 
almost starved. Yea, so great was his dejection, that though he saw several others, for 
knocking, get in, yet he was afraid to venture. At last, I think, I looked out of the window, 
and perceiving a man to be up and down about the door, I went out to him, and asked what 
he was; but, poor man! the water stood in his eyes; so I perceived what he wanted. I went, 
therefore, in and told it in the house, and we showed the thing to our Lord. So He sent me out 
again, to entreat him to come in; but, I dare say, I had hard work to do it. At last he came in; 
and I will say that for my Lord, He carried it wonderfully lovingly to him. There were but a 
few good bits at the table, but some of it was laid upon his trencher. Then he presented the 
note, and my Lord looked thereon, and said his desire should he granted. So, when he had 
been there a good while, he seemed to get some heart, and to be a little more comfortable; for 
my Master, you must know, is one of very tender bowels, especially to them that are afraid; 
wherefore He carried it so towards him, as might tend most to his encouragement. Well, when 
he had had a sight of the things of the place, and was ready to take his journey to go to the 
city, my Lord, as He did to Christian before, gave him a bottle of spirits, and some 
comfortable things to eat. Thus we set forward, and I went before him; but the man was but 
of few words, only he would sigh aloud. …To be continued  
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176 Words. 
 
 

 

“ Let, I pray thee, thy merciful kindness be for my 
comfort, According to thy word unto thy servant.” 

 
  (Ps 119:76) 

 
If indeed it is the faithfulness of the Lord that afflicts us (v75), we 

can know that it is his merciful kindness to us that is our comfort. It is 
the greatest joy to come to the word of God and come to know the 
nature of our God, that in it we find a knowledge that this same Lord is 
merciful. 

Why should this not then be to our comfort? If this, our God, is 
sovereign in all things and is able to turn both the necks and hearts of 
men like rivers in the waters (Prov 21:1), can he not also furnish for us 
workings in life that lead to our comfort? 

All this we can come to know directly from his word. It is the Bible 
that tells us everything we need to know concerning that which comforts 
us, but only if we believe it to be true. What a joy it is to turn to a page 
of the Bible and read it as the very words of God, given to us for our 
comfort. 

 
 

Pr Edi Giudetti 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

A Proverb For Memory 
 

“The righteousness of the perfect shall direct his way: 
But the wicked shall fall by his own wickedness.” 

 
 

Proverbs 11:5 
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Words Of Hope 
 

STRENGTHEN 

 
“My soul melteth for heaviness: strengthen thou me according unto thy 
word” (Ps. 119:28).  
“That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be 
strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man” (Eph. 3:16).  
“I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me” (Phil. 
4:13).  
“That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, … 
strengthened with all might, according to his glorious power” (Col. 
1:10–11a).  

“Not withstanding the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me; that 
by me the preaching might be fully known” (II Tim. 4:17a).  
“But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by 
Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, 
stablish, strengthen, settle you” (I Pet. 5:10). 

 

GOLDEN THOUGHT 

 
I can do all things through Christ, Who strengthens me. 
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THE PILGRIM’S PROGRESS 
John Bunyan 

THIS WORLD TO THAT WHICH IS TO COME 
THE VALLEY OF HUMILIATION 

 
Then the old gentleman saluted all the Pilgrims with a holy kiss of charity; and asked them 

of their names, and how they had fared since they set out on their pilgrimage. 
CHRIST. Then said Christiana, My name, I suppose you have heard of; good Christian was 

my husband, and these four were his children. But can you think how the old gentleman was 
taken, when she told him who she was! He skipped, he smiled, and blessed them with a 
thousand good wishes, saying: 

HON. I have heard much of your husband, and of his travels and wars, which he underwent 
in his days. Be it spoken to your comfort, the name of your husband rings over all these parts 
of the world: his faith, his courage, his enduring, and his sincerity under all, has made his 
name famous. Then he turned him to the boys, and asked them of their names, which they 
told him. And then said he unto them: Matthew, be thou like Matthew the publican, not in 
vice, but in virtue (Matt. 10:3). Samuel, said he, be thou like Samuel the Prophet, a man of 
faith and prayer (Psa. 99:6). Joseph, said he, be thou like Joseph in Potiphar’s house, chaste, 
and one that flees from temptation (Gen. 39). And James, be thou like James the Just, and 
like James the brother of our Lord (Acts 1:13, 14). Then they told him of Mercy, and how 
she had left her town and her kindred to come along with Christiana and with her sons. At 
that the old honest man said, Mercy is thy name; by Mercy shalt thou be sustained, and carried 
through all those difficulties that shall assault thee in thy way, till thou shalt come thither, 
where thou shalt look the Fountain of Mercy in the face with comfort. 

All this while the guide, Mr. Great-heart, was very much pleased, and smiled upon his 
companion. 

Now, as they walked along together, the guide asked the old gentleman, if he did not know 
one Mr. Fearing, that came on pilgrimage out of his parts? 

HON. Yes, very well, said he. He was a man that had the root of the matter in him; but he 
was one of the most troublesome pilgrims that ever I met with in all my days. 

GREAT-HEART. I perceive you knew him; for you have given a very right character of 
him. 

HON. Knew him! I was a great companion of his; I was with him most an end; when he 
first began to think of what would come upon us hereafter, I was with him. 

GREAT-HEART. I was his guide from my Master’s house to the gates of the Celestial City. 
HON. Then you knew him to be a troublesome one. 
GREAT-HEART. I did so, but I could very well bear it; for men of my calling are 

oftentimes intrusted with the conduct of such as he was. 
HON. Well then, pray let us hear a little of him, and how he managed himself under your 

conduct. 
GREAT-HEART. Why, he was always afraid that he should come short of whither he had 

a desire to go. Everything frightened him that he heard anybody speak of, that had but the 
least appearance of opposition in it. I hear that he lay roaring at the Slough of Despond for 
about a month together; nor durst he, for all he saw several go over before him, venture, 
though they, many of them, offered to lend him their hand. He would not go back again 


