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“For whatsoever things were written 
aforetime were written for our learning, 
that we through patience and comfort of 

the scriptures might have hope”.  
Romans 15:4 
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Hymn To Remember 
I Sing The Mighty Power of God 

 

Author: Isaac Watts (1674 – 1748) 

Scriptures: Gen 1-2, Job, 38, Ps 19, Prov 4:18, Jer 10:12-13, Mt 6:24-34, Acts 14:15-18, Heb 3:4, Rev 15:3 

1 I sing the mighty power of God  
that made the mountains rise,  

that spread the flowing seas abroad  
and built the lofty skies.  

I sing the wisdom that ordained  
the sun to rule the day;  

the moon shines full at his command,  
and all the stars obey. 

2 I sing the goodness of the Lord  
that filled the earth with food;  

he formed the creatures with his word  
and then pronounced them good.  

Lord, how thy wonders are displayed,  
where'er I turn my eye,  

if I survey the ground I tread  
or gaze up on the sky. 

3 There's not a plant or flower below  
but makes thy glories known,  

and clouds arise and tempests blow  
by order from thy throne;  

while all that borrows life from thee  
is ever in thy care,  

and everywhere that man can be,  
thou, God, art present there. 

Isaac Watts was the son of a schoolmaster, and was born in Southampton, 
July 17, 1674. He is said to have shown remarkable precocity in childhood, 
beginning the study of Latin, in his fourth year, and writing respectable 
verses at the age of seven. At the age of sixteen, he went to London to 
study in the Academy of the Rev. Thomas Rowe, an Independent minister. 
In 1698, he became assistant minister of the Independent Church, Berry 
St., London. In 1702, he became pastor. In 1712, he accepted an 
invitation to visit Sir Thomas Abney, at his residence of Abney Park, and at 
Sir Thomas' pressing request, made it his home for the remainder of his 
life. It was a residence most favourable for his health, and for the 
prosecution of his literary labours. He did not retire from ministerial duties, 
but preached as often as his delicate health would permit. 
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Order of Service 
 

 
Welcome 

 

Announcements   
 

Hymn – I Sing The Mighty Power of God 
 

Prayer 
 

Bible Reading- Revelation 2:8-11 
 

Hymn – Lily Of The Valley 447 
 

Sermon – Seven Letters: Smyrna 
 

Hymn – When We All  Get To Heaven 498 
 
 

A word on The Word 
 
“Bad men or devils would not have written the Bible, for it condemns 
them and their works, - good men or angels could not have written it, 
for in saying it was from God when it was from their own invention, 
they would have been guilty of falsehood, and thus could not have 
been good. The only remaining being who could have written it, is 
God – its real author.” 

 
John Flavel 
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176 Words. 
 
 

 

 “I know, O LORD, that thy judgments are right, and 
that thou in faithfulness hast afflicted me.” 

 
  (Ps 119:75) 

 
Our frequent failure to perceive the afflictions within our lives from 

time to time, often lead us to consider the Lord as unjust. We have 
limitations in understanding why we go through affliction, further we 
have a temporary self-interest in that all we go through on a moment by 
moment basis, must be pleasant and good. When affliction comes we 
stumble, and that, nigh unto falling.  

But the judgements of God are right and if we bring this into our 
daily consideration, knowing not only the faithfulness of the Lord, but 
his unmitigated power and sovereign purpose, we might take affliction 
both graciously and, dare I say it, cheerfully! For we know that all things 
work together for good to them that love God (Rom 8:28). If we then are 
assured of this, then we ought to count it all joy when we fall into divers 
temptations (Jas 1:2). 

 No beloved, even Job himself was faithfully served by God and 
when we are tempted to doubt, let us consider that, the judgements of the 
Lord are true and righteous altogether (Ps 19:9).  

 
 

Pr Edi Giudetti 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

A Proverb For Memory 
 
  “Riches profit not in the day of wrath: but righteousness 

delivereth from death.” 
 

Proverbs 11:4 
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Words Of Hope 
 

STATUTES 

 

“I will keep thy statutes: O forsake me not utterly” (Ps. 119:8).  

“I will delight myself in thy statutes: I will not forget thy word” (Ps. 
119:16).  

“Princes also did sit and speak against me: but thy servant did meditate 
in thy statutes” (Ps. 119:23).  

“Teach me, O Lord, the way of thy statutes; and I shall keep it unto the 
end” (Ps. 119:33).  

“My hands also will I lift up unto thy commandments, which I have 
loved; and I will meditate in thy statutes” (Ps. 119:48).  

“Thy statutes have been my songs in the house of my pilgrimage” (Ps. 
119:54).  

“Thou art good, and doest good; teach me thy statutes” (Ps. 119:68).  

“It is good for me that I have been afflicted; that I might learn thy 
statutes” (Ps. 119:71). 

GOLDEN THOUGHT 

 

I will delight myself in Your statutes. 
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THE PILGRIM’S PROGRESS 
John Bunyan 

THIS WORLD TO THAT WHICH IS TO COME 
THE VALLEY OF HUMILIATION 

 
Then the giant came up, and Mr. Great-heart went to meet him; and as he went, he drew his 

sword, but the giant had a club. So without more ado, they fell to it, and at the first blow the 
giant struck Mr. Great-heart down upon one of his knees; with that the women and children 
cried out; so Mr. Great-heart recovering himself, laid about him in full lusty manner, and gave 
the giant a wound in his arm; thus he fought for the space of an hour, to that height of heat, that 
the breath came out of the giant’s nostrils, as the heat doth out of a boiling caldron. 

Then they sat down to rest them, but Mr. Great-heart betook him to prayer; also the women 
and children did nothing but sigh and cry all the time that the battle did last. 

When they had rested them, and taken breath, they both fell to it again, and Mr. Great-heart 
with a full blow, fetched the giant down to the ground. Nay, hold, and let me recover, quoth he; 
so Mr. Great-heart fairly let him get up. So to it they went again, and the giant missed but little 
of all-to-breaking Mr. Great-heart’s skull with his club. 

Mr. Great-heart seeing that, runs to him in the full heat of his spirit, and pierceth him under 
the fifth rib; with that the giant began to faint, and could hold up his club no longer. Then Mr. 
Great-heart seconded his blow, and smote the head of the giant from his shoulders. Then the 
women and children rejoiced, and Mr. Great-heart also praised God, for the deliverance He had 
wrought. 

When this was done, they among them erected a pillar, and fastened the giant’s head thereon, 
and wrote underneath in letters, that passengers might read— 

He that did wear this head, was one 
That pilgrims did misuse; 

He stopp’d their way, he spared none, 
But did them all abuse; 

Until that I, Great-heart, arose, 
The pilgrim’s guide to be; 

Until that I did him oppose, 
That was their enemy. 

Now I saw, that they went to the ascent that was a little way off, cast up to be a prospect for 
pilgrims (that was the place from whence Christian had the first sight of Faithful his brother); 
wherefore here they sat down, and rested; they also here did eat and drink, and make merry, for 
that they had gotten deliverance from this so dangerous an enemy. As they sat thus, and did eat, 
Christiana asked the guide if he had caught no hurt in the battle. Then said Mr. Great-heart, No, 
save a little on my flesh; yet that also shall be so far from being to my detriment, that it is at 
present a proof of my love to my Master and you, and shall be a means, by grace, to increase 
my reward at last203 (2 Cor. 4). 

CHRIST. But were you not afraid, good Sir, when you saw him come out with his club? 
GREAT-HEART. It is my duty, said he, to distrust my own ability, that I may have reliance 

on Him that is stronger than all. 
CHRIST. But what did you think when he fetched you down to the ground at the first blow? 
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GREAT-HEART. Why, I thought, quoth he, that so my Master Himself was served, and yet 
He it was that conquered at the last. 

MATT. When you all have thought what you please, I think God has been wonderful good 
unto us, both in bringing us out of this Valley, and in delivering us out of the hand of this enemy; 
for my part, I see no reason, why we should distrust our God any more, since He has now, and 
in such a place as this, given us such testimony of His love as this. 

Then they got up and went forward. Now a little before them stood an oak; and under it, 
when they came to it, they found an old pilgrim fast asleep; they knew that he was a pilgrim by 
his clothes, and his staff, and his girdle. 

So the guide, Mr. Great-heart, awaked him, and the old gentleman, as he lift up his eyes, 
cried out, What’s the matter? Who are you? and what is your business here? 

GREAT-HEART. Come, man, be not so hot, here is none but friends; yet the old man gets 
up, and stands upon his guard, and will know of them what they were. Then said the guide, My 
name is Great-heart; I am the guide of these Pilgrims, which are going to the Celestial Country. 

HONEST. Then said Mr. Honest, I cry you mercy; I feared that you had been of the company 
of those that sometime ago did rob Little-faith of his money; but now I look better about me, I 
perceive you are honester people. 

GREAT-HEART. Why, what would, or could you have done, to have helped yourself, if we 
indeed had been of that company. 

HON. Done! why I would have fought as long as breath had been in me; and had I so done, 
I am sure you could never have given me the worst on it; for a Christian can never be overcome, 
unless he should yield of himself. 

GREAT-HEART. Well said, father Honest, quoth the guide; for by this I know thou art a 
cock of the right kind, for thou hast said the truth. 

HON. And by this, also, I know that thou knowest what true pilgrimage is; for all others do 
think that we are the soonest overcome of any. 

GREAT-HEART. Well, now we are so happily met, pray let me crave your name, and the 
name of the place you came from. 

HON. My name I cannot; but I came from the town of Stupidity; it lieth about four degrees 
beyond the City of Destruction. 

GREAT-HEART. Oh! are you that countryman, then? I deem I have half a guess of you; 
your name is Old Honesty, is it not? So the old gentleman blushed, and said, Not Honesty, in 
the abstract, but Honest is my name; and I wish that my nature shall agree to what I am called. 

HON. But, Sir, said the old gentleman, how could you guess that I am such a man, since I 
came from such a place? 

GREAT-HEART. I had heard of you before, by my Master; for He knows all things that are 
done on the earth; but I have often wondered that any should come from your place, for your 
town is worse than is the City of Destruction itself. 

HON. Yes, we lie more off from the sun, and so are more cold and senseless; but was a man 
in a mountain of ice, yet if the Sun of Righteousness will arise upon him, his frozen heart shall 
feel a thaw; and thus it hath been with me. 

GREAT-HEART. I believe it, father Honest, I believe it; for I know the thing is true. 
Then the old gentleman saluted all the Pilgrims with a holy kiss of charity; and asked them 

of their names, and how they had fared since they set out on their pilgrimage.1 
…To be continued  

 

                                                
1 John Bunyan, The Pilgrim’s Progress, (Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software, 2006), 3:210–212. 
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Israel thwarted 480 attacks in Judea and Samaria in 
past year.          

Shin Bet confirms close to 500 arrests made and 480 attacks thwarted in last 
year, reports Hamas active in terror efforts in West Bank with guidance from 
Gaza, Lebanon and Turkey.  (6 Nov 2018) 

 

Israel’s Security Agency reported that Hamas 
is active in Judea and Samaria and that Israel 
thwarted 480 attacks in the past year. 

During a meeting between Israel’s Foreign 
Affairs Committee and Defense Committee 
Tuesday, Shin Bet (Israel’s Security Agency) 

head Nadav Argaman reported that despite the relative calm in the West Bank, 
Hamas is actively attempting and plotting terror attacks with “guidance from the 
Gaza Strip, Turkey and Lebanon”. 

Argaman reported following the committee’s meeting that terror attacks and cyber 
attacks were prevented by the IDF, Israeli Police and Shin Bet, stating “We have 
successfully thwarted 480 attacks in the past year including 219 Hamas cells… 
[and] arrested about 500 individual terrorists… we succeeded last year in thwarting 
cyber activity, both terror and spying, against the state of Israel.” He referred to the 
numbers as significantly high and “indicative of the terrorism bubbling under the 
surface”. 

He added that despite of “relative calm… on the surface Hamas is trying with all its 
might to carry out terrorist attacks from Judea and Samaria with guidance from the 
Gaza Strip, Turkey and Lebanon.” 

Iran and its proxies continue to supply Hamas and Palestinian Islamic Jihad with 
weapons, materials and finances for terror activity against the State of Israel. Mid-
October, the IDF confirmed that a barrage of rocket attacks was directed by Iran and 
its Quds Forces. It confirmed at the time “30+ rockets were launched from Gaza to 
Israel by Palestinian Islamic Jihad with Iran’s encouragement.” Over 10 of the 
rockets fired were intercepted by the Iron Dome, the IDF retaliating heavily following 
the barrage of rocket attacks.2 

 

                                                
2 https://beholdisrael.org/israel-thwarted-480-attacks-in-judea-and-samaria-in-past-year/  
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ON THIS DAY 
Imitating Christ 
 

November 11 
 

Thomas Hemerken, better known as Thomas of Kempen (Kempen being a German village 40 
miles from Cologne), or Thomas à Kempis, wrote the most famous devotional book in 
Christian history. 

 
He was born about 1380, and his parents, though poor, managed to send him to Holland to 

be educated by the Brethren of the Common Life. The Brethren emphasized spiritual 
conversion, practical holiness, and meditation on Christ. These teachings hit a chord with the 
young student, and he became a deeply pondering disciple of the Lord Jesus. In 1399 Thomas, 
about 20, entered the Augustinian convent of Mount Saint Agues, near Zwolle, Holland, and 
this became his home the rest of his life. There he preached, copied manuscripts, dispensed 
spiritual counsel, and wrote books until his death at age 90. A monument was dedicated to his 
memory at St. Michael’s Church in Zwolle on November 11, 1897. 

 

Though Thomas’s life was a quiet one, its echoes reverberate through history. His best-
known work is The Imitation of Christ, originally a series of four books published 
anonymously (causing years of speculation about its author). The Imitation was widely 
popular, embraced by both Protestants and Catholics, and it reached its ninety-ninth printing 
by the end of the fifteenth century. Today, it is known as one of the greatest devotional 
classics of all time. In terms of circulation, it has reportedly been more widely distributed than 
any book in church history besides the Bible. Readers are challenged to deny themselves, 
embrace humility, and love God. Here is a sample: 

 

Strive to turn your heart from loving things that are seen, and to set it upon things that are not 
seen. … How much better is a lowly peasant who serves God than a proud philosopher who 
watches the stars and neglects knowing himself. … We must not trust every word of others or 
feeling within ourselves, but cautiously and patiently try the matter, whether it be of God. The 
more humble a man is in himself, and the more obedient toward God, the wiser will he be in 
all things, and the more shall his soul be at peace. 

You have been raised to life with Christ. Now set your heart on what is in heaven, where 
Christ rules at God’s right side. Think about what is up there, not about what is here on earth. 
You died, which means that your life is hidden with Christ, who sits beside God. Colossians 
3:1-33 

 
 

                                                
3 Robert J. Morgan, On This Day: 365 Amazing and Inspiring Stories about Saints, Martyrs & Heroes, electronic ed., (Nashville: Thomas Nelson 
Publishers, 1997). 
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I SING THE MIGHTY POWER OF GOD 
 

Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, with alterations by others 
 
He shall have dominion also from sea to sea, and from the rivers unto the ends of 

the earth.  
(Psalm 72:8) 

 
Isaac Watts, the father of English hymnody, had a fervent concern about the 

dismal state of congregational singing that had developed in the English-speaking 
churches during the late 17th and early 18th centuries. He wrote many new 
paraphrased versions of the Psalms to replace the ponderous literal settings that 
had long been used. Watts also believed that writers should be free to express praise 
and devotion to God in their own words. These texts became known as “hymns of 
human composure.” For having such convictions, Isaac Watts was often known as 
a revolutionary churchman of his day. Yet his ambition, according to his own 
words, was as follows: “My design was not to exalt myself to the rank and glory 
of poets, but I was ambitious to be a servant to the churches, and a helper to the 
joy of the meanest Christian.” 

 
Although he never married, Isaac Watts always loved children and wrote much 

for them. In 1715 he wrote a book of songs especially for young people titled 
Divine Songs for Children. This hymnal, the first ever written exclusively for 
children, includes the text for “I Sing Mighty Power of God.” 

 
How important it is, whether child or adult, that we recognize and praise the 

mighty power of our Creator God. This hymn also teaches that we should sing of 
His goodness and wisdom as well as His omnipresence. God’s people have much 
to sing about!4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                
4 Kenneth W. Osbeck, Amazing Grace: 366 Inspiring Hymn Stories for Daily Devotions, (Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel 
Publications, 1996), 333. 
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Announcements and Things to Come 
 

 
 
Studies and Encouragements. 
 

• Communion, 1st Sunday Each Month 10am. 
• Prayer meeting / Bible Study Wednesday nights 7:30pm at Pr Edi’s Home 

until further notice. (Ecclesiastes 9) 
• Business Meeting 2nd of December  
• Birthdays:  

o Vanessa Brereton 1 November. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
• Prayer & Praise List 

Missionaries (Bell Family) 
Sunbury 
Government  
The Gospel to Friends/Family 
Christian Persecution. 
 


