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“For whatsoever things were written 
aforetime were written for our learning, 
that we through patience and comfort of 

the scriptures might have hope”.  
Romans 15:4 
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Hymn To Remember 
In The Sweet By And By 

 
Author: Sanford Filmore Bennett (1868) 

Scriptures: Deut 11:12, Isa 33:24, Isa 35:10, Jer 31:12, John 14:2-3, 1 Cor 2:9, Heb 13:14, 2 Pet 3:12, Rev 
21:1-4, 21:23, 22:1-2 &14 

 

1 There's a land that is fairer than day, 
and by faith we can see it afar; 

for the Father waits over the way 
to prepare us a dwelling place there. 

Refrain: 
In the sweet by and by, 

we shall meet on that beautiful shore. 
In the sweet by and by, 

we shall meet on that beautiful shore. 

2 We shall sing on that beautiful shore 
the melodious songs of the blest; 

and our spirits shall sorrow no more, 
not a sigh for the blessing of rest. [Refrain] 

3 To our bountiful Father above 
we will offer our tribute of praise 
for the glorious gift of his love 

and the blessings that hallow our days. [Refrain] 

 

Sanford Fillmore Bennett was born in Eden, New York, 21 
June 1836. He and his parents moved to Plainfield, Illinois 
when he was two years old. He worked on the farm and 
attended district school during the winter. He was a voracious 
reader. At sixteen he entered Waukegon Academy. Two years 
later he began teaching at Wauconda. In 1858 he entered the 
University of Michigan, Afterward he had charge of the 
schools in Richmond, Illinois. Two years later he resigned and 
became Associate Editor of the Independent at Elkhorn, 
Wisconsin. In 1864 he enlisted in the Wisconsin Volunteers 
and served as Second Lieutenant. After the war he returned 
to Elkhorn and opened a drug store and began the study of 
medicine. He graduated from Rush Medical College in 1874 
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Order of Service 
 

 
Welcome 

 

Announcements   
 

Hymn – In The Sweet By And By 
 

Prayer Time 
 

Bible Reading- Revelation 1:4-20 
 

Hymn – Just As I Am 249 
 

Sermon – The Seven Churches 
 

Hymn – Softly And Tenderly 246 
 
 

A word on The Word 
 
“We cannot listen for a moment to men, however profound in 
their thinking, who dare to treat God’s book as though it were 
man’s book, and speak of those pages that were penned by the 
All-wise, Almighty, and Eternal God, as though they were the 
production of a shallow and short-sighted mortal.” 

 
C.H Mackintosh 
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176 Words. 
 
 

 

“For I am become like a bottle in the smoke; 
Yet do I not forget thy statutes.” 

 
  (Ps 119:83) 

 
Patience has been the endeavor of the psalmist for some time, first desiring the 
salvation of the Lord (v81), then his eyes failing him to endure and wait upon the 
Lord for his comfort to come, trusting still in his word (v82); now however we 
see the king either in on-going preparation or in completion. 
The bottles of old had to endure the process of preparation prior to these new 
skins being filled. Drying the bottle over a fire was essential, requiring just 
enough strength in order to withstand the fermentation of the new wine, smoke 
effecting a uniqueness of savor to the wine.1 The king thereby uniquely 
strengthened and prepared for Gods work in his life. 
 But perhaps he felt too long hung over the smoke, well used and no longer of 
suitable value. 
Whichever the true state, in everlasting preparation or in completion, it is the 
statues of the Lord to be remembered and trusted patiently. 
 
Pr Edi Giudetti 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
A Proverb For Memory 

 
“He that is void of wisdom despiseth his neighbour: 

But a man of understanding holdeth his peace.” 

 
 

Proverbs 11:12 
 

                                                
1 James M. Freeman and Harold J. Chadwick, Manners & Customs of the Bible, (North Brunswick, NJ: Bridge-Logos Publishers, 1998), 325. 
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Words Of Hope 
 

ALL 
 
“When he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth” (John 
16:13).  
“Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort 
them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are 
comforted of God” (II Cor. 1:4). 

 God is with His people to extend comfort in every trouble they may 
encounter. “But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in 
glory by Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:19). 

 God does not treat His children as orphans. God has a bountiful supply of 
blessings for every believer. The believer should heed Peter’s exhortation, 
“Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you” (I Pet. 5:7).  

God cares vastly more for the believer than any parent could for his child. 
“The blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin” (I John 1:7). 

 

GOLDEN THOUGHT 
 

God shall supply all your need. 
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THE PILGRIM’S PROGRESS 
John Bunyan 

THIS WORLD TO THAT WHICH IS TO COME 
ENTERTAINED AT THE HOUSE OF GAIUS 

 

Now, about this time, Matthew and Mercy were married. Also Gaius gave his daughter 
Phoebe to James, Matthew’s brother, to wife; after which time they yet staid above ten days at 
Gaius’ house, spending their time, and the seasons, like as pilgrims used to do. 

When they were to depart, Gaius made them a feast, and they did eat and drink, and were 
merry. Now the hour was come that they must be gone; wherefore, Mr. Great-heart called for a 
reckoning; but Gaius told him, that at his house it was not the custom for pilgrims to pay for 
their entertainment. He boarded them by the year, but looked for his pay from the good 
Samaritan, who had promised him, at his return, whatsoever charge he was at with them, 
faithfully to repay him (Luke 10:34, 35). Then said Mr. Great-heart to him, 

GREAT-HEART. “Beloved, thou dost faithfully whatsoever thou dost to the brethren, and 
to strangers; which have borne witness of thy charity before the church; whom if thou (yet) 
bring forward on their journey after a godly sort, thou shalt do well” (3 John 5, 6). 

Then Gaius took his leave of them all, and of his children, and particularly of Mr. Feeble-
mind. He also gave him something to drink by the way. 

Now Mr. Feeble-mind, when they were going out of the door, made as if he intended to 
linger; the which when Mr. Great-heart espied, he said, Come, Mr. Feeble-Mind, pray do you 
go along with us, I will be your conductor, and you shall fare as the rest. 

FEEBLE. Alas! I want a suitable companion; you are all lusty and strong; but I, as you see, 
am weak; I choose, therefore, rather to come behind, lest, by reason of my many infirmities, I 
should be both a burden to myself and to you. I am, as I said, a man of a weak and feeble mind, 
and shall be offended and made weak at that which others can bear. I shall like no laughing; I 
shall like no gay attire; I shall like no unprofitable questions. Nay, I am so weak a man, as to be 
offended with that which others have liberty to do. I do not yet know all the truth; I am a very 
ignorant Christian man; sometimes, if I hear some rejoice in the Lord, it troubles me, because I 
can not do so too. It is with me, as it is with a weak man among the strong, or as with a sick man 
among the healthy, or as a lamp despised (“He that is ready to slip with his feet, is as a lamp 
despised in the thought of him that is at ease” Job 12:5), so that I know not what to do. 

GREAT-HEART. But, brother, said. Mr. Great-heart, I have it in commission to “comfort 
the feeble-minded,” and to “support the weak” (1 Thess. 5:14). You must needs go along with 
us; we will wait for you; we will lend you our help (Rom. 14:1); we will deny ourselves of some 
things, both opinionative and practical, for your sake (1 Cor. 8), we will not enter into doubtful 
disputations before you; we will be made all things to you, rather than you shall be left behind 
(1 Cor. 9:22). 

Now all this while they were at Gaius’ door; and behold, as they were thus in the heat of 
their discourse, Mr. Ready-to-halt came by, with his crutches [promises] in his hand (Psa. 
38:17); and he also was going on pilgrimage. 

FEEBLE. Then said Mr. Feeble-mind to him, Man, How camest thou hither? I was but just 
now complaining, that I had not a suitable companion, but thou art according to my wish. 
Welcome, welcome, good Mr. Ready-to-halt, I hope thee and I may be some help. 

READY-TO-HALT. I shall be glad of thy company, said the other; and good Mr. Feeble-



	
8 

mind, rather than we will part, since we are thus happily met, I will lend thee one of my crutches. 
FEEBLE. Nay, said he, though I thank thee for thy goodwill, I am not inclined to halt before 

I am lame. Howbeit, I think, when occasion is, it may help me against a dog. 
READY. If either myself or my crutches can do thee a pleasure, we are both at thy command, 

good Mr. Feeble-mind. 
Thus therefore they went on; Mr. Great-heart and Mr. Honest went before, Christiana and 

her children went next, and Mr. Feeble-mind and Mr. Ready-to-halt, came behind with his 
crutches. Then said Mr. Honest, 

HON. Pray, Sir, now we are upon the road, tell us some profitable things of some that have 
gone on pilgrimage before us. 

GREAT-HEART. With a good will. I suppose you have heard how Christian of old did meet 
with Apollyon in the Valley of Humiliation; and also what hard work he had, to go through the 
Valley of the Shadow of Death. Also I think you cannot but have heard how Faithful was put to 
it with Madam Wanton, with Adam the first, with one Discontent, and Shame, four as deceitful 
villains as a man can meet with upon the road. 

HON. Yes, I have heard of all this; but indeed, good Faithful was hardest put to it with 
Shame; he was an unwearied one. 

GREAT-HEART. Aye; for, as the Pilgrim well said, he of all men had the wrong name. 
HON. But pray, Sir, where was it that Christian and Faithful met Talkative? That same was 

also a notable one. 
GREAT-HEART. He was a confident fool, yet many follow his ways. 
HON. He had like to have beguiled Faithful. 
GREAT-HEART. Aye, but Christian put him into a way quickly to find him out. Thus they 

went on till they came at the place where Evangelist met with Christian and Faithful, and 
prophesied to them of what should befall them at Vanity Fair. 

GREAT-HEART. Then said their guide, Hereabouts did Christian and Faithful meet with 
Evangelist, who prophesied to them of what troubles they should meet with at Vanity Fair. 

HON. Say you so? I dare say it was a hard chapter that then he did read unto them. 
GREAT-HEART. It was so; but he gave them encouragement withal. But what do we talk 

of them? they were a couple of lion-like men; they had set their faces like flint. Don’t you 
remember how undaunted they were when they stood before the judge? 

HON. Well, Faithful bravely suffered. 
GREAT-HEART. So he did, and as brave things came on it; for Hopeful and some others, 

as the story relates it, were converted by his death. 
HON. Well, but pray go on; for you are well acquainted with things. 
GREAT-HEART. Above all that Christian met with after he had passed through Vanity Fair, 

one By-ends was the arch one. 
HON. By-ends! What was he? 
GREAT-HEART. A very arch fellow; a downright hypocrite. One that would be religious 

which way ever the world went; but so cunning, that he would be sure neither to lose nor suffer 
for it. He had his mode of religion for every fresh occasion; and his wife was as good at it as he. 
He would turn and change from opinion to opinion; yea, and plead for so doing too. But, so far 
as I could learn, he came to an ill end with his by-ends; nor did I ever hear that any of his 
children were ever of any esteem with any that truly feared God.2 

To be Continued… 

                                                
2 John Bunyan, The Pilgrim’s Progress, (Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software, 2006), 3:223–224. 
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ON THIS DAY 
 

JANUARY 6TH 

No Small Churches 
 

Discouragement is the occupational hazard of ministry, and many of God’s 
workers are disheartened by small crowds and meager results. Charles Spurgeon 
could teach them a lesson. 

It isn’t that Spurgeon ever struggled with small crowds. Almost from the 
beginning, multitudes flocked to his feet. When he assumed his London pastorate 
in 1854, the church had 232 members. Soon so many were crowding his 
auditoriums that he sometimes asked his members to stay away the next Sunday 
to accommodate newcomers. He seldom preached to fewer than 6,000, and on 
one occasion his audience numbered almost 24,000—all this before the day of 
microphones. During his lifetime Spurgeon preached to approximately 
10,000,000 people. 

He also became history’s most widely-read preacher. Today there is more 
material written by Spurgeon than by any other Christian author of any 
generation. The collection of his Sunday sermons stands as the largest set of 
books by a single author in the history of the church. He is called the “Prince of 
Preachers.” 

But ironically Spurgeon himself is a testimony to the power of a small church. 
On Sunday, January 6, 1850, a blizzard hit England, and 15-year-old Charles 
was unable to reach the church he usually attended. He turned down Artillery 
Street and ducked into a Primitive Methodist Church, finding only a few people 
standing around the stove. Not even the preacher arrived. 

A thin-looking man stood and read Isaiah 45:22—Look unto me, and be ye 
saved, all the ends of the earth. The speaker, groping for something to say, kept 
repeating his text. Finally, he spied young Charles in the back. Pointing his bony 
finger at the boy, he cried, “Look, young man! Look! Look to Christ!” 

The young man did look, and Spurgeon later said, “As the snow fell on my 
road home from the little house of prayer, I thought every snowflake talked with 
me and told of the pardon I had found.” Arriving home, his mother saw his 
expression and exclaimed, “Something wonderful has happened to you.” It had, 
proving that smaller ponds often yield the biggest fish.3 

  

 
                                                
3 Robert J. Morgan, On This Day: 365 Amazing and Inspiring Stories about Saints, Martyrs & Heroes, electronic ed., (Nashville: Thomas 
Nelson Publishers, 1997). 
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China’s dystopian present: could 
“social scoring” surveillance 
increase pressure on Christians? 
 
 

27 November 2018 
Under the slogan, “once untrustworthy, always restricted” China’s 
planned AI (artificial intelligence) controlled “social credit” system 
will bring a new depth of intervention into the lives of Chinese 
citizens, including Christians. 
The Chinese government pilot schemes, in cities including Beijing 
and Shanghai, are underpinned by a vast network of advanced 
surveillance technology which uses face recognition to monitor 
location and track movement. Individuals’ social “scores” are 
updated in live CCTV streams as they are going about their daily 
lives.  
Those who break government rules or do not conform will be 
subject to a variety of punishments that range from the 
inconvenient – internet throttling and slower hotel checkouts – to 
the life changing, including flight bans and restrictions on loans 
and rent. Chinese Christians, who have seen a government 
crackdown on unofficial “house churches” and online Bible sales in 
the past year, could be facing an increasingly Orwellian future. 
 

 
A CCTV camera on the Great Wall of China, one of a 
network of more than 175 million extending across the 
country 
 
Based around a structure of reward and 
punishment, this system of “algorithmic 
governance” is a new, experimental 
means that a government can use to 

“regulate” its society. It is planned that all Chinese citizens will be 
scored on the system by 2020.  
A points system grades citizens through AI algorithms which 
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monitor their purchases, internet activity and social media 
interactions. A swiftly expanding network of 300 million AI 
powered CCTV cameras observes movements, minor 
misdemeanours such as jaywalking or smoking in public and even 
facial expressions and body language. 
Those found wanting are awarded lower scores alongside their 
family and known associates. With one line of code, an individual 
could face the risk of being cut off from all their friends, colleagues 
and family. 
In 2017 eleven million citizens were already placed on no fly lists 
with four million blocked from buying train tickets. Other 
punishments proposed as the scheme rolls out include bars on 
getting loans, renting a home and access to certain schools or jobs. 
Meanwhile high scorers will enjoy discounts on energy bills, fast-
track checkouts and visa applications and enhanced matches on 
dating sites. 
 

 
A vast network of AI-powered CCTV monitors 
Chinese citizens' every move and even records 
facial expressions and body language 
 
The expanding Social Credit system 
has the potential to severely affect 
the day-to-day existence of 
Christians and other minorities, 
especially if they are deemed to 

demonstrate “dissent”. In September 2018 the largest “house 
church” (unregistered church group) in Beijing was shut down by 
authorities as they refused the government’s requirement of 
security cameras inside their meeting place. 
The Chinese authorities’ heightened crackdown on Christians led 
344 Chinese pastors to release a declaration on 12 September 
calling on the authorities to allow full religious freedom. Their 
statement closed saying, “For the sake of the gospel, we are 
prepared to bear all losses – even the loss of our freedom and of 
our lives.”4 

 
                                                
4 https://barnabasfund.org/au/news/chinas-dystopian-present-could-social-scoring-surveillance-increase-pressure-on-christians 
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Announcements and Things to Come 
 

 
 
Studies and Encouragements. 
 

• Communion, 1st Sunday Each Month 10am. 
• Prayer meeting / Bible Study Resuming 9th January 2019.  
• Birthdays:  

o Mrs Maria Giudetti. 9th January 
o Mr Chris Kyle. 30th January 

• Junior and Senior Camps 7th-11th Jan and 14th – 18th Jan respectively. Alexander 
Adventure Resort. 

• Prayer & Praise List 

Missionaries (Bell Family) 
Sunbury 
Government  
The Gospel to Friends/Family 
Christian Persecution. 
Senior and Junior Camps and the Gospel 
 

 


