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Sunday 20th of January 2019 

 
 
 

531 Elizabeth Dr Sunbury 
Service Sundays 10:30am today  

 
 

www.hopebc.org.au 

“For whatsoever things were written 
aforetime were written for our learning, 
that we through patience and comfort of 

the scriptures might have hope”.  
Romans 15:4 
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Hymn To Remember 
In The Sweet By And By 

 
Author: Sanford Filmore Bennett (1868) 

Scriptures: Deut 11:12, Isa 33:24, Isa 35:10, Jer 31:12, John 14:2-3, 1 Cor 2:9, Heb 13:14, 2 Pet 3:12, Rev 
21:1-4, 21:23, 22:1-2 &14 

 

1 There's a land that is fairer than day, 
and by faith we can see it afar; 

for the Father waits over the way 
to prepare us a dwelling place there. 

Refrain: 
In the sweet by and by, 

we shall meet on that beautiful shore. 
In the sweet by and by, 

we shall meet on that beautiful shore. 

2 We shall sing on that beautiful shore 
the melodious songs of the blest; 

and our spirits shall sorrow no more, 
not a sigh for the blessing of rest. [Refrain] 

3 To our bountiful Father above 
we will offer our tribute of praise 
for the glorious gift of his love 

and the blessings that hallow our days. [Refrain] 

 

Sanford Fillmore Bennett was born in Eden, New York, 21 
June 1836. He and his parents moved to Plainfield, Illinois 
when he was two years old. He worked on the farm and 
attended district school during the winter. He was a voracious 
reader. At sixteen he entered Waukegon Academy. Two years 
later he began teaching at Wauconda. In 1858 he entered the 
University of Michigan, Afterward he had charge of the 
schools in Richmond, Illinois. Two years later he resigned and 
became Associate Editor of the Independent at Elkhorn, 
Wisconsin. In 1864 he enlisted in the Wisconsin Volunteers 
and served as Second Lieutenant. After the war he returned 
to Elkhorn and opened a drug store and began the study of 
medicine. He graduated from Rush Medical College in 1874 
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Order of Service 
 

 
Welcome 

 

Announcements   
 

Hymn – In The Sweet By And By 
 

Prayer Time 
 

Bible Reading- Romans 1:1-7 
 

Hymn – I Love To Tell The Story 481 
 

Sermon – The Declaration That Changed Everything 
 

Hymn – Revive Us Again 485 
 
 

A word on The Word 
 

 
“The Scripture, collecting in our minds the otherwise confused 
notions of Deity, dispels the darkness and gives us a clear view of 
the true God” 
 
John Calvin.  
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176 Words. 
 
 

 

“The proud have digged pits for me,  
which are not after thy law.” 

 
  (Ps 119:85) 

 
It is the proud who are not after the law of the Lord, not the pits they had dug. 
Pits and persecutions do not have bearing upon the law without those who dig 
them doing so outside of the law. 
Those not after the law find many a justification for their persecution of those 
who abide in the law of the Lord, yet scripture also reveals to us that when the 
wicked dig pits for the righteous, it is they themselves who fall therein; “Whoso 
causeth the righteous to go astray in an evil way, he shall fall himself into his 
own pit…” (Prov 28:10). 
In this then it is understood that against the righteous no scheme shall stand in 
the end. Yes, the righteous can be persecuted and even exhausted of life, but 
their end is glorious and their hope eternal. Not so for the wicked or the proud 
who boast themselves of evil (Jas 4:16), these fall into the pit that they 
themselves dig (Eccles 10:8), just as the wicked Haman was hung on the device 
he built for Mordecai (Est 7:9).  
  
Pr Edi Giudetti 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
A Proverb For Memory 

 
“Where no counsel is, the people fall: but in the 

multitude of counsellors there is safety.” 
 
 

Proverbs 11:14 
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Words Of Hope 
 

CARE 

 
“But the people answered, Thou shalt not go forth: for if we flee away, they 
will not care for us; neither if half of us die, will they care for us: but now 
thou art worth ten thousand of us: therefore now it is better that thou 
succour us out of the city.” (1 Sam 18:3) 

“He also that received seed among the thorns is he that heareth the word; 
and the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, 
and he becometh unfruitful.” (Matt 13:22) 

“And that which fell among thorns are they, which, when they have heard, 
go forth, and are choked with cares and riches and pleasures of this life, and 
bring no fruit to perfection.” (Luke 8:14) 
“That there should be no schism in the body; but that the members should 
have the same care one for another” (I Cor. 12:25).  
“Be careful [anxious] for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God” 
(Phil. 4:6).  

“(For if a man know not how to rule his own house, how shall he take care 
of the church of God?)” (1 Tim 3:5) 

“Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you” (I Pet. 5:7).  

GOLDEN THOUGHT 
God cares for you. 
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THE PILGRIM’S PROGRESS 
John Bunyan 

THIS WORLD TO THAT WHICH IS TO COME 

VANITY FAIR 

 
The time, as I said, that they lay here, was long (for it was not now as in former 

times). Wherefore the Pilgrims grew acquainted with many of the good people of the 
town, and did them what service they could. Mercy, as she was wont, laboured much 
for the poor; wherefore their bellies and backs blessed her, and she was there an 
ornament to her profession. And, to say the truth for Grace, Phoebe, and Martha, they 
were all of a very good nature, and did much good in their place. They were also all of 
them very fruitful; so that Christian’s name, as was said before, was like to live in the 
world. 

While they lay here, there came a monster out of the woods, and slew many of the 
people of the town. It would also carry away their children, and teach them to suck its 
whelps. Now, no man in the town durst so much as face this monster; but all men fled 
when they heard of the noise of his coming. 

The monster was like unto no one beast upon the earth; its body was like a dragon, 
and it had seven heads and ten horns (Rev. 17:3). It made great havoc of children, and 
yet it was governed by a woman. This monster propounded conditions to men, and such 
men as loved their lives more than their souls, accepted of those conditions. So they 
came under.261 

Now this Mr. Great-heart, together with these that came to visit the pilgrims at Mr. 
Mnason’s house, entered into a covenant to go and engage this beast, if perhaps they 
might deliver the people of this town from the paws and mouth of this so devouring a 
serpent. 

Then did Mr. Great-heart, Mr. Contrite, Mr. Holy-man, Mr. Dare-not-lie, and Mr. 
Penitent, with their weapons go forth to meet him. Now the monster, at first, was very 
rampant, and looked upon these enemies with great disdain; but they so belaboured 
him, being sturdy men at arms, that they made him make a retreat; so they came home 
to Mr. Mnason’s house again. 

The monster, you must know, had his certain seasons to come out in, and to make 
his attempts upon the children of the people of the town; also these seasons did these 
valiant worthies watch him in, and did still continually assault him; insomuch, that in 
process of time he became not only wounded, but lame; also he has not made that havoc 
of the townsmen’s children, as formerly he has done. And it is verily believed by some, 
that this beast will die of his wounds. 

This, therefore, made Mr. Great-heart and his fellows of great fame in this town; so 
that many of the people that wanted their taste of things, yet had a reverend esteem and 
respect for them. Upon this account therefore it was, that these pilgrims got not much 
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hurt here. True, there were some of the baser sort, that could see no more than a mole, 
nor understand more than a beast; these had no reverence for these men, nor took they 
notice of their valour or adventures.264 

Well, the time grew on that the Pilgrims must go on their way, wherefore they 
prepared for their journey. They sent for their friends; they conferred with them; they 
had some time set apart, therein to commit each other to the protection of their Prince. 
There were again, that brought them of such things as they had, that were fit for the 
weak and the strong, for the women and the men, and so laded them with such things 
as were necessary (Acts 28:10). 

Then they set forward on their way; and their friends accompanying them so far as 
was convenient, they again committed each other to the protection of their King, and 
parted. 

They, therefore, that were of the Pilgrims’ company went on, and Mr. Great-heart 
went before them. Now the women and children being weakly, they were forced to go 
as they could bear; by this means Mr. Ready-to-halt and Mr. Feeble-mind had more to 
sympathize with their condition. 

When they were gone from the townsmen, and when their friends had bid them 
farewell; they quickly came to the place where Faithful was put to death; there therefore 
they made a stand, and thanked Him that had enabled him to bear his cross so well; and 
the rather because they now found that they had a benefit by such a manly suffering as 
his was. 

They went on, therefore, after this, a good way further, talking of Christian and 
Faithful; and how Hopeful joined himself to Christian after that Faithful was dead. 

Now they were come up with the Hill Lucre, where the silver mine was, which took 
Demas off from his pilgrimage, and into which, as some think, By-ends fell and 
perished; wherefore they considered that. But when they were come to the old 
monument that stood over against the Hill Lucre, to wit, to the pillar of salt that stood 
also within view of Sodom and its stinking lake; they marveled, as did Christian before, 
that men of that knowledge and ripeness of wit, as they were, should be so blinded as 
to turn aside here. Only they considered again, that nature is not affected with the harms 
that others have met with, especially if that thing upon which they look, has an 
attracting virtue upon the foolish eye. 
 

To be Continued… 
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ON THIS DAY 
 

Still Going    
 

January 20 

 
The church of Jesus Christ is indestructible. Even the weakest Christians are precious 
in God’s sight, and death itself has no power over his people. 

Decius didn’t understand that. When Decius Trajan became ruler of Rome in 249, 
the empire was weakening. Barbarians were threatening northern borders, and morale 
was low. Decius, a soldier rigid and determined, blamed Christians for the weakness 
and unwieldiness of his empire. 

The emperor had a strategy. He thought if he removed the leaders of the church the 
entire fabric would dissolve. If you cut off the head, he said, the body will soon die. 
So in December 249, arrest warrants went out across the empire for prominent 
Christians, igniting the first empire-wide attack on the church. On January 20, 250, 
Fabian, nineteenth pope or bishop of Rome, was arrested, tried, and became the first 
to die. 

Decius reportedly said, “I would far rather receive news of a rival to the throne 
than of another bishop of Rome.” 

Few records remain of Fabian’s life and ministry. We know he improved the 
organization of the Roman church both above and below ground. He divided the city 
into seven congregations with a deacon in charge of each section, and he directed 
work on the catacombs. In those catacombs his broken body was later buried. 

But the church wasn’t buried. Brave Christians in Rome wrote from prison to 
Bishop Cyprian of Carthage: “What more glorious and blessed lot can fall to man by 
the grace of God, than to confess God the Lord amidst tortures and in the face of 
death itself; to confess Christ the Son of God with lacerated body and with a spirit 
departing, yet free; and to become fellow-sufferers with Christ. Though we have not 
yet shed our blood, we are ready to do so.” 

Decius died the next year, but the church he persecuted is still going strong. 
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TANZANIA: MAASAI WARRIORS ATTACK NEW CHRISTIANS 
17 January 2019 

About 20 Maasai warriors attacked four young Maasai Christians 
at a Sunday morning church service recently, whipping the men 
and beating them with clubs. 
The young Christians ─ Murri, 16; Lilash, 19; Lekutina, 16; and 
Sairiamu, 17 ─ had placed their faith in Jesus only days earlier. 

In opposition to Maasai custom, in which warriors wear long hair, 
the four teenagers had cut their hair as an outward symbol of their 
conversion to Christianity; Maasai traditionalists in the community 
were offended by their act of rebellion. “Attacks on Christians [in 

this place] are increasing,” a VOM worker said. This was the third attack in less than a year.1 

Mass grave of Ethiopian Christian martyrs executed 
by IS discovered in Libya 
15 January 2019 

A mass grave containing the bodies of 34 Ethiopian Christians martyred in 2015 by Islamic 
State (IS) was discovered in Sirte, Libya on 23 December last year. 

The remains have been exhumed and official procedures for repatriation to Ethiopia will 
begin as soon as investigations have been completed. According to the Libyan Interior 
Ministry, the grave was found as a result of evidence gathered from detained IS members. 

Image taken from the IS video of the killing 
of the 34 Ethiopian Christians in Sirte in 
2015 

Sirte, the hometown of deposed leader 
Colonel Gaddafi, was controlled by IS in 
2015 until they were defeated in late 2016 
by local forces with US support. 

A video posted by IS on social media in 
2015 showed the brutal executions of the 

Christians on a beach near Sirte, on the north coast of the country. 

This is the second mass grave of Christians to be discovered in Sirte. In October 2017 the 
bodies of 20 Egyptian martyrs were uncovered and repatriated to Cairo. A martyred 
Ghanaian man killed alongside them was also exhumed. All those murdered refused to deny 
Christ, which would have saved their lives.2 

                                                
1 Source: The Voice of the Martyrs USA 
2 https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2018/dec/28/mass-grave-of-christians-slain-by-islamic-state-in/  
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REVIVE US AGAIN 
William P. Mackay, 1839–1885 

Wilt thou not revive us again: that thy people may rejoice in thee? 
(Psalm 85:6) 

 

The most desperate need of our day is a spiritual and moral renewal. This revival must begin 
with God’s people, you and me—the Church. It must be more than a mere increase in church 
membership and attendance. There must be an individual resurgence of God consciousness, moral 
righteousness, and Christ-like living. It must include the elements of humbling ourselves and turning 
from our wicked ways (2 Chronicles 7:14). Although spiritual renewal cannot be “worked up” by 
human effort, we can prayerfully desire and seek it. We can ask God sincerely for a fresh touch of 
His love and the desire to represent and serve Him more effectively. 

 
Let none hear you idly saying, “There is nothing I can do,” 

While the souls of men are dying, and the Master calls for you. 
Take the task He gives you gladly. Let His work your pleasure be; 
Answer quickly when He calleth, “Here am I, send me, send me!” 

—Unknown 
 

The author of this text, William Paton Mackay, was a Scottish Presbyterian minister. After his 
education at the University of Edinburgh, he practiced medicine for a number of years before being 
called to the Christian ministry in 1868. Written in 1863 but revised four years later, this hymn text 
was based on Habakkuk 3:2: “O LORD, I have heard thy speech, and was afraid: O LORD, revive 
thy work in the midst of the years, in the midst of the years make known; in wrath remember mercy.” 
The hymn was included in Ira Sankey’s Gospel Hymns and Sacred Songs of 1875, under the title 
“O Lord, Revive Thy Work.” 

 

We praise Thee, O God, for the Son of Thy love, for Jesus who died and is now gone 
above. 

We praise Thee, O God, for Thy Spirit of light, who has shown us our Savior and scattered 
our night. 

All glory and praise to the Lamb that was slain, who has borne all our sins and has cleansed 
every stain. 

Revive us again; fill each heart with Thy love; may each soul be rekindled with fire from 
above. 

Chorus: Hallelujah, Thine the glory! Hallelujah, amen! Hallelujah, Thine the glory! 
Revive us again. 

  

 2 Chronicles 7:14; Psalm 85:6; 2 Corinthians 4:16–18; Titus 3:4–83 
 

                                                
3 Kenneth W Osbeck: Amazing Grace, Inspiring Hymn Stories. 
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Announcements and Things to Come 
 

 
 
Studies and Encouragements. 
 

• Communion, 1st Sunday Each Month 10am. 
• Prayer meeting / Bible Study Every Wednesday at Pr Edi’s home. (SKYPE 

https://join.skype.com/PbdHk0CjxbGT) 
• Birthdays:  

o Mrs Maria Giudetti. 9th January 
o Mr Chris Kyle. 30th January 

• GETTING DEEPER STUDIES Every 2nd Sunday of the month at 1pm, 
beginning the 2nd Sunday of February (10th Feb 2019)  

• Prayer & Praise List 

Missionaries (Bell Family) 
Sunbury 
Government  
The Gospel to Friends/Family 
Christian Persecution. 
 

 


