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“For whatsoever things were written 
aforetime were written for our learning, 
that we through patience and comfort of 

the scriptures might have hope”.  
Romans 15:4 
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Hymn To Remember 
All The Way My Saviour Leads Me 

 

Author: Fanny Crosby (1820-1915) 
Scriptures: Deut 11:12, Isa 33:24, Isa 35:10, Jer 31:12, John 14:2-3, 1 Cor 2:9, Heb 13:14, 2 Pet 3:12, Rev  

 

1. All the way my Saviour leads me, 
What have I to ask beside? 

Can I doubt His tender mercy, 
Who through life has been my Guide? 

Heav’nly peace, divinest comfort, 
Here by faith in Him to dwell! 

For I know, whate’er befall me, 
Jesus doeth all things well; 

For I know, whate’er befall me, 
Jesus doeth all things well. 

2. All the way my Saviour leads me, 
Cheers each winding path I tread, 

Gives me grace for every trial, 
Feeds me with the living Bread. 

Though my weary steps may falter 
And my soul athirst may be, 

Gushing from the Rock before me, 
Lo! A spring of joy I see; 

Gushing from the Rock before me, 
Lo! A spring of joy I see. 

3. All the way my Saviour leads me, 
Oh, the fullness of His love! 

Perfect rest to me is promised 
In my Father’s house above. 

When my spirit, clothed immortal, 
Wings its flight to realms of day 

This my song through endless ages: 
Jesus led me all the way; 

This my song through endless ages: 
Jesus led me all the way. 

CROSBY, FRANCES (FANNY) JANE (1820–1915) 
American hymn writer 

Born in Putnam county, New York, Fanny Crosby was blinded through a physician’s negligence at the age of six weeks. She entered the 
New York City Institution for the Blind around 1835, completed training, and taught there from 1847 to 1858. In 1858 she married a 
musician, Alexander Van Alstyne, who was also blind. Under her own name, as well as under a curious assortment of initials and pen 
names, she wrote over two thousand hymns, including “Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross,” “Rescue the Perishing,” “All the Way My Savior 
Leads Me,” “I Am Thine, O Lord,” “Sweet Hour of Prayer,” and “To God Be the Glory.” 
There is hardly a hymnbook in the English language that does not contain at least one hymn by Fanny Crosby. Her poetic style is simple 
and earnest. The theological content, while unequivocally orthodox, is personal and experiential. Fanny Crosby was able to express both 
theological content and personal experience in her rhyming meters, speaking of the gospel of Jesus Christ in a way that has been meaningful 
to millions of people. 
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Order of Service 
 

 
Welcome 

 

Announcements   
 

Hymn – All The Way My Saviour Leads Me 
 

Prayer Time 
 

Bible Reading- Romans 1:25-32 
 

Hymn – Heaven Came Down 473 
 

Sermon – God Gave Them Up 
 

Hymn – When The Role Is Called Up Yonder 500 
 
 

A word on The Word 
 

 
“The Scriptures are the only records in which God has been pleased 
to consign his truth to perpetual remembrance, the full authority 
which they ought to possess with the faithful is not recognized, 
unless they are believed to have come from heaven, as directly as if 
God had been heard to give utterance to them.” 
 
John Calvin. 
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Sermon Notes 
‘God Gave Them Up’ 

 
The Rejection of God in the Heart Deforms our Desires 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….…
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………..……………………………………………………………………………………… … 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………….…………………………………………………………………………………… 

The Rejection of God in the Mind Deforms our Discernment 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………  
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………. ………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 

The Replaced Desires Of The Heart Are Opposed To God 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………  
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………… 

The Replaced Discernment of the Mind Is Opposed To Ourselves 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………  
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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176 Words. 
 
 

 

“LAMED. For ever, O LORD, thy word is settled in 
heaven.” 
 

  (Ps 119:89) 
 
The beginning of the twelfth octave presents to us an assurance of the 

preservation of the words of God for time immemorial. Never should there 
be  doubt as to the words of the Lord, never should we think that God has 
left the world without the scriptures, forever are they settled, forever are 
they then available to mankind. That which God had inspired, he had 
naturally preserved, for perfect and holy inspiration of the Word of God 
presumes perfect and supervised preservation of those same words; for 
why would God take the trouble to inspire each and every one of his 
words, yet leave it to man to lose them? 

Just so then, the perfect preservation of his words also presumes possession; this 
is a given, for why again would the Lord take the trouble to supervise the 
copying of his inspired words, even to translations, if not to provide them 
for the world to possess?  

Beloved, many are the devilish deceptions that have been created, but God has 
preserved one in our tongue, settled forever!  

 
  
Pr Edi Giudetti 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
A Proverb For Memory 

 
“The wicked worketh a deceitful work: but to him that 

soweth righteousness shall be a sure reward.” 

 
Proverbs 11:18 
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Words Of Hope 
 

ENDURE 
“The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring for ever: the judgments of the Lord 
are true and righteous altogether” (Ps. 19:9).  
 “His name shall endure for ever: his name shall be continued as long as the 
sun: and men shall be blessed in him: all nations shall call him blessed.” (Ps. 
72:17).  

“His seed also will I make to endure for ever, and his throne as the days of 
heaven.” (Ps 89:29) 

 “But thou, O Lord, shalt endure for ever; and thy remembrance unto all 
generations” (Ps. 102:12).  

“The glory of the LORD shall endure for ever: the LORD shall rejoice in his 
works.” (Ps 104:31) 

“And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold. 13 But 
he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.” (Mark 24:12-13) 
“But the word of the Lord endureth for ever” (I Pet. 1:25).  

 “Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ” (II Tim. 
2:3).  

 

GOLDEN THOUGHT 

 
Endure hardness as a good soldier of Jesus. 



	 7 

THE PILGRIM’S PROGRESS 
John Bunyan 

THIS WORLD TO THAT WHICH IS TO COME 

STORY OF TURN-AWAY 

From hence they went on singing, and they said, 
Behold, how fitly are the stages set 

For their relief that pilgrims are become! 
And how they us receive without one let, 

That makes the other life our mark and home! 

What novelties they have to us they give, 
That we, though Pilgrims, joyful lives may live; 

They do upon us, too, such things bestow, 
That show we Pilgrims are, where’er we go. 

When they were gone from the Shepherds, they quickly came to the place where 
Christian met with one Turn-away, that dwelt in the town of Apostasy. Wherefore 
of him Mr. Great-heart, their guide, did now put them in mind, saying, This is the 
place where Christian met with one Turn-away, who carried with him the 
character of his rebellion at his back. And this I have to say concerning this man; 
he would hearken to no counsel, but once falling, persuasion could not stop him. 
When he came to the place where the Cross and the Sepulchre were, he did meet 
with one that did bid him look there, but he gnashed with his teeth, and stamped, 
and said, he was resolved to go back to his own town. Before he came to the gate, 
he met with Evangelist, who offered to lay hands on him, to turn him into the way 
again. But this Turn-away resisted him, and having done much despite unto him, 
he got away over the wall, and so escaped his hand (Heb. 10:26–29). 
Then they went on; and just at the place where Little-faith formerly was robbed, 
there stood a man with his sword drawn, and his face all bloody. Then said Mr. 
Great-heart, What art thou? The man made answer, saying, I am one whose name 
is Valiant-for-truth. I am a pilgrim, and am going to the Celestial City. Now, as I 
was in my way, there were three men did beset me, and propounded unto me these 
three things: 1. Whether I would become one of them. 2. Or go back from whence 
I came. 3. Or die upon the place. To the first, I answered, I had been a true man a 
long season, and therefore it could not be expected that I now should cast in my 
lot with thieves (Prov. 1:10–14). Then they demanded what I would say to the 
second. So I told them that the place from whence I came, had I not found 
incommodity there, I had not forsaken it at all; but finding it altogether unsuitable 
to me, and very unprofitable for me, I forsook it for this way. Then they asked me 
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what I said to the third. And I told them, My life cost more dear far, than that I 
should lightly give it away. Besides, you have nothing to do thus to put things to 
my choice; wherefore, at your peril be it, if you meddle. Then these three, to wit, 
Wild-head, Inconsiderate, and Pragmatic, drew upon me, and I also drew upon 
them. 
So we fell to it, one against three, for the space of above three hours. They have 
left upon me, as you see, some of the marks of their valour, and have also carried 
away with them some of mine. They are but just now gone. I suppose they might, 
as the saying is, heard your horse dash, and so they betook them to flight. 
GREAT-HEART. But here was great odds, three against one. 
VALIANT. It is true; but little or more are nothing to him that has the truth on his 
side. “Though an host should encamp against me,” said one, “my heart shall not 
fear; though war should rise against me, in this will I be confident” (Psa. 27:3). 
Besides, saith he, I have read in some records, that one man has fought an army. 
And how many did Samson slay with the jaw-bone of an ass? (Judg. 15:15, 16). 
GREAT-HEART. Then said the guide, Why did you not cry out, that some might 
have come in for your succour? 
VALIANT. So I did, to my King, who, I knew, could hear, and afford invisible 
help, and that was sufficient for me. 
GREAT-HEART. Then said Great-heart to Mr. Valiant-for-truth, Thou hast 
worthily behaved thyself. Let me see thy sword. So he showed it him. When he 
had taken it in his hand, and looked thereon a while, he said, Ha! it is a right 
Jerusalem blade (Isa. 2:3). 
VALIANT. It is so. Let a man have one of these blades, with a hand to wield it 
and skill to use it, and he may venture upon an angel with it. He need not fear its 
holding, if he can but tell how to lay on. Its edges will never blunt. It will cut flesh 
and bones, and soul and spirit, and all (Eph. 6:12–17; Heb. 4:12). 
GREAT-HEART. But you fought a great while; I wonder you was not weary. 
VALIANT. I fought till my sword did cleave to my hand; and when they were 
joined together, as if a sword grew out of my arm, and when the blood ran through 
my fingers, then I fought with most courage (2 Sam. 23:10). 
GREAT-HEART. Thou hast done well. Thou hast “resisted unto blood, striving 
against sin.” Thou shalt abide by us, come in and go out with us, for we are thy 
companions.1 

 

To be Continued… 

 

 
 

                                                
1 John Bunyan, The Pilgrim’s Progress, (Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software, 2006), 3:232–233. 
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Guardian: In China, they’re closing churches, 
jailing pastors – and even rewriting scripture 

 

 
Monday, January 14, 2019 
 

 
The Guardian 
Lily Kuo 
Sun 13 Jan 2019 03.00 EST 
Last modified on Mon 14 Jan 2019 07.20 EST 
 
China’s Communist party is intensifying religious persecution as Christianity’s 
popularity grows. A new state translation of the Bible will establish a ‘correct 
understanding’ of the text 
 
In late October, the pastor of one of China’s best-known underground churches 
asked this of his congregation: had they successfully spread the gospel throughout 
their city? “If tomorrow morning the Early Rain Covenant Church suddenly 
disappeared from the city of Chengdu, if each of us vanished into thin air, would 
this city be any different? Would anyone miss us?” said Wang Yi, leaning over his 
pulpit and pausing to let the question weigh on his audience. “I don’t know.” 
 
Almost three months later, Wang’s hypothetical scenario is being put to the test. 
The church in south-west China has been shuttered and Wang and his wife, Jiang 
Rong, remain in detention after police arrested more than 100 Early Rain church 
members in December. Many of those who haven’t been detained are in hiding. 
Others have been sent away from Chengdu and barred from returning. Some, 
including Wang’s mother and his young son, are under close surveillance. Wang 
and his wife are being charged for “inciting subversion”, a crime that carries a 
penalty of up to 15 years in prison. 
 
Early Rain is the latest victim of what Chinese Christians and rights activists say is 
the worst crackdown on religion since the country’s Cultural Revolution, when Mao 
Zedong’s government vowed to eradicate religion. 
 
Researchers say the current drive, fuelled by government unease over the growing 
number of Christians and their potential links to the west, is aimed not so much at 
destroying Christianity but bringing it to heel. 
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“The government has orchestrated a campaign to ‘sinicise’ Christianity, to turn 
Christianity into a fully domesticated religion that would do the bidding of the party,” 
said Lian Xi, a professor at Duke University in North Carolina, who focuses on 
Christianity in modern China. 
 
Over the past year, local governments have shut hundreds of unofficial 
congregations or “house churches” that operate outside the government-approved 
church network, including Early Rain. A statement signed by 500 house church 
leaders in November says authorities have removed crosses from buildings, forced 
churches to hang the Chinese flag and sing patriotic songs, and barred minors 
from attending. 
 
Churchgoers say the situation will get worse as the campaign reaches more of the 
country. Another church in Chengdu was placed under investigation last week. 
Less than a week after the mass arrest of Early Rain members, police raided a 
children’s Sunday school at a church in Guangzhou. Officials have also banned the 
1,500-member Zion church in Beijing after its pastor refused to install CCTV. 
 
In November the Guangzhou Bible Reformed Church was shut for the second time 
in three months. “The Chinese Communist party (CCP) wants to be the God of 
China and the Chinese people. But according to the Bible only God is God. The 
government is scared of the churches,” said Huang Xiaoning, the church’s pastor. 
 
Local governments have also shut the state-approved “sanzi” churches. Sunday 
schools and youth ministries have been banned. One of the first signs of a 
crackdown was when authorities forcibly removed more than 1,000 crosses from 
sanzi churches in Zhejiang province between 2014 and 2016. 
 
“The goal of the crackdown is not to eradicate religions,” said Ying Fuk Tsang, 
director of the Christian Study Centre on Chinese Religion and Culture at the 
Chinese University of Hong Kong. “President Xi Jinping is trying to establish a new 
order on religion, suppressing its blistering development. [The government] aims to 
regulate the ‘religious market’ as a whole.” 

 
Wang Yi, pastor of the Early Rain church, who 
was arrested and detained three months ago, 
along with his wife. 
Photograph: Early Rain/Facebook 



	 11 

 
 

 
 

 
While the CCP is officially atheist, Xi has called for the country to guard against 
“infiltration” through religion and extremist ideology. 
 
“They have come to see the political potential of Christianity as a force for change,” 
said Lian. “What really makes the government nervous is Christianity’s claim to 
universal rights and values.” 
 
As of 2018, the government has implemented sweeping rules on religious 
practices, adding more requirements for religious groups and barring unapproved 
organisations from engaging in any religious activity. But the campaign is not just 
about managing behaviour. One of the goals of a government work plan for 
“promoting Chinese Christianity” between 2018 and 2022 is “thought reform”. The 
plan calls for “retranslating and annotating” the Bible, to find commonalities with 
socialism and establish a “correct understanding” of the text. 
 
“Ten years ago, we used to be able to say the party was not really interested in 
what people believed internally,” said Pils. “Xi Jinping’s response is much more 
invasive and it is in some ways returning to Mao-era attempts to control hearts and 
minds.” 
 
Bibles, sales of which have always been controlled in China, are no longer 
available for purchase online, a loophole that had existed for years. In 
December, Christmas celebrations were banned in several schools and cities 
across China. 
 
“Last year’s crackdown is the worst in three decades,” said Bob Fu, the founder of 
ChinaAid, a Christian advocacy group based in the US. 
 
In Chengdu, Early Rain has not vanished. Before the raid, a plan was in place to 
preserve the church, with those who were not arrested expected to keep it running, 
holding meetings wherever they could. Slowly, more Early Rain members are being 
released. As of 9 January, 25 were still in detention. 
 
They maintain contact through encrypted platforms. On New Year’s Eve, 300 

 

Members of the Early Rain Covenant 
Church pray during a meeting in their 
church before it was shut down in 
December 2018. 
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people joined an online service, some from their homes, others from cars or 
workplaces, to pray for 2019. Others gather in small groups in restaurants and 
parks. One member, a student who was sent back to Guangzhou, said he 
preaches the gospel to the police who monitor him. 
 
The church continues to send out daily scripture and posts videos of sermons. In 
one, pastor Wang alludes to the coming crackdown: “In this war, in Xinjiang, in 
Shanghai, in Beijing, in Chengdu, the rulers have chosen an enemy that can never 
be imprisoned – the soul of man. Therefore they are doomed to lose this war.” 
 
 

 

Announcements and Things to Come 
 

 
 
Studies and Encouragements. 
 

• Communion, 1st Sunday Each Month 10am.  
• Prayer meeting / Bible Study Every Wednesday at Pr Edi’s home 7.30pm.  
• Birthdays:  

o Mr Adam Brereton 7th February  
• GETTING DEEPER STUDIES Every 2nd Sunday of the month at 1pm, at 

Church. 
• Prayer & Praise List 

Missionaries (Bell Family) 
Sunbury 
Government  
The Gospel to Friends/Family 
Christian Persecution. 
 

 


