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“For whatsoever things were written 
aforetime were written for our learning, 
that we through patience and comfort of 

the scriptures might have hope”.  
Romans 15:4 
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Hymn To Remember 
O Come All Ye Faithful 

 
Author: Isaac Watts (1674 – 1748) 

Scriptures: Ps 30:4, Ps 95:6, Isa 7:14, Mt 1:23, Lk 1:34-35, Jn 1:1-18, 1 Tim 3:16, Heb 1:2-7, Rev 7:9-17 

 

1 O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem!  

Come, and behold Him, born the King of angels! 

 

Refrain: 
O come, let us adore Him;  
O come, let us adore Him;  

O come, let us adore Him, Christ, the Lord! 

 

2 Sing, choirs of angels; sing in exultation; 
sing, all ye citizens of heav'n above!  

Glory to God, all glory in the highest![Refrain] 

3 Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, born this happy morning; 
Jesus, to Thee be all glory giv'n! 

Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing! [Refrain] 

 

John Francis Wade (1711 – 16 August 1786) was an English 
hymnist who is sometimes credited with writing and composing 
the hymn "Adeste Fideles" (which was later  
translated to "O Come All Ye Faithful"), even though the actual 
authorship of the hymn remains uncertain. The earliest copies of 
the hymn all bear his signature.[1] 
Born either in England or in Douai, Flanders, France, Wade fled 
to France after the Jacobite rising of 1745 was crushed. As a 
Catholic layman, he lived with exiled English Catholics in France, 
where he taught music and worked on church music for private 
use. 



	
3 

Order of Service 
 

 
Welcome 

 

Announcements   
 

Hymn – O Come All Ye Faithful 
 

Prayer Time 
 

Bible Reading- Revelation 3:7-13 
 

Hymn – O Little Town of Bethlehem 92 
 

Sermon – Seven Letters; Philadelphia 
 

Hymn – Joy To The World 87   
 
 

A word on The Word 
 

 
“It is the duty of nations as well of as men to own their dependence 
upon the overruling power of God… and to recognize the sublime 
truth, announced in the Holy Scriptures and proven by all history: 
that those nations only are blessed whose God is the Lord…(Ps 
33:12).” 

 
President Abraham Lincoln 
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176 Words. 
 
 

 

“My soul fainteth for thy salvation: 
But I hope in thy word.” 

 
  (Ps 119:80) 

 
There is a longing within our hearts for the salvation of the Lord, for 

the redemption of the purchased possession (Eph 1:14), for the time in 
which we will be sanctified and complete in the Lord, as a bride prepared 
for the groom, without spot. A desire that the life now lived will have, at its 
conclusion, the salvation of our souls, that sin will be no more, that our joy 
will be full, that when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall 
see him as he is (1 John 3:2). Certain it is then that we will not be satisfied 
until we awake with his likeness (Ps 17:15).  

That is what the ‘fainting’ relates to, a desire for the current 
tribulations of life, in all its forms, to end with the promised possession  
realized (Acts 7:5).  

Meanwhile, there is a great comfort, a great rejoicing as we are 
reminded of the certainty of those things through his word. Of the time 
when we shall see his face and of the coming of the Lord and our gathering 
together unto him (2 Thess 2:1). 

 
Pr Edi Giudetti 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
A Proverb For Memory 

 
“When it goeth well with the righteous, the city rejoiceth: and 

when the wicked perish, there is shouting.” 
 

Proverbs 11:10 
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Words Of Hope 
 

WISDOM 

 
“So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto 
wisdom” (Ps. 90:12).  
“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom” (Ps. 111:10a).  

“O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how 
unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out!” (Rom. 
11:33). 
 “But we preach Christ crucified … but unto them which are called, both 
Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God” (I Cor. 
1:23–24). 

 “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and 
admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing 
with grace in your hearts to the Lord” (Col. 3:16).  

“If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men 
liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him” (James 1:5). 

 

GOLDEN THOUGHT 

 
If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God. 
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THE PILGRIM’S PROGRESS 
John Bunyan 

THIS WORLD TO THAT WHICH IS TO COME 
ENTERTAINED AT THE HOUSE OF GAIUS 

 
While they staid here, Mercy, as her custom was, would be making coats and 

garments to give to the poor, by which she brought up a very good report upon 
the Pilgrims. 

But to return again to our story. After supper the lads desired a bed; for that 
they were weary with travelling: then Gaius called to show them their chamber; 
but said Mercy, I will have them to bed. So she had them to bed, and they slept 
well; but the rest sat up all night; for Gaius and they were such suitable company, 
that they could not tell how to part. Then after much talk of their Lord, 
themselves, and their journey, old Mr. Honest, he that put forth the riddle to 
Gaius, began to nod. Then said Great-heart, What, Sir, you begin to be drowsy; 
come, rub up; now here is a riddle for you. Then said Mr. Honest, Let us hear it. 

Then said Mr. Great-heart, 

He that will kill, must first be overcome, 
Who live abroad would, first must die at home. 

Ha! said Mr. Honest, it is a hard one, hard to expound, and harder to practise. 
But come, landlord, said he, I will, if you please, leave my part to you; do you 
expound it, and I will hear what you say. 

No, said Gaius, it was put to you, and it is expected that you should answer it. 
Then said the old gentleman, 

He first by grace must conquer’d be, 
That sin would mortify; 
And who, that lives, would convince me, 
Unto himself must die. 

It is right, said Gaius; good doctrine and experience teaches this. For, first, 
until grace displays itself, and overcomes the soul with its glory, it is altogether 
without heart to oppose sin; besides if sin is Satan’s cords, by which the soul lies 
bound, how should it make resistance, before it is loosed from that infirmity? 

Secondly, nor will any, that knows either reason or grace, believe that such a 
man can be a living monument of grace that is a slave to his own corruptions. 

And now it comes in my mind, I will tell you a story worth the hearing. There 
were two men that went on pilgrimage; the one began when he was young, the 
other when he was old. The young man had strong corruptions to grapple with; 
the old man’s were decayed with the decays of nature. The young man trod his 
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steps as even as did the old one, and was every way as light as he. Who now, or 
which of them, had their graces shining clearest, since both seemed to be alike 

HON. The young man’s, doubtless. For that which heads it against the 
greatest opposition, gives best demonstration that it is strongest; especially when 
it also holdeth pace with that that meets not with half so much; as, to be sure, old 
age does not. 

Besides, I have observed that old men have blessed themselves with this 
mistake, namely, taking the decays of nature for a gracious conquest over 
corruptions, and so have been apt to beguile themselves. Indeed, old men that 
are gracious, are best able to give advice to them that are young, because they 
have seen most of the emptiness of things. But yet, for an old and a young [man] 
to set out both together, the young one has the advantage of the fairest discovery 
of a work of grace within him, though the old man’s corruptions are naturally 
the weakest. 

Thus they sat talking till break of day. Now, when the family was up, 
Christiana bid her son James that he should read a chapter; so he read the fifty-
third of Isaiah. When he had done, Mr. Honest asked, why it was said that the 
Saviour is said to come “out of a dry ground”; and also, that “He had no form or 
comeliness in him?” 

GREAT-HEART. Then said Mr. Great-heart, To the first, I answer, Because 
the church of the Jews, of which Christ came, had then lost almost all the sap 
and spirit of religion. To the second, I say, The words are spoken in the person 
of the unbelievers, who, because they want that eye that can see into our Prince’s 
heart, therefore they judge of Him by the meanness of His outside. Just like those 
that know not that precious stones are covered over with a homely crust; who, 
when they have found one, because they know not what they have found, cast it 
again away, as men do a common stone. 

Well, said Gaius, now you are here, and since, as I know, Mr. Great-heart is 
good at his weapons, if you please, after we have refreshed ourselves, we will 
walk into the fields, to see if we can do any good. About a mile from hence, there 
is one Slay-good, a giant that does much annoy the King’s highway in these 
parts; and I know whereabout his haunt is. He is master of a number of thieves; 
it would be well if we could clear these parts of him.1 
 

To be Continued… 

 

 

                                                
1 John Bunyan, The Pilgrim’s Progress, (Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software, 2006), 3:220–221. 
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ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH 
 

Traditional French Carol 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. (Luke 2:14) 
 
As vast numbers of angels swiftly descended toward earth through the star sprinkled sky, 

the leading angel halted them with a sign. They hovered with folded wings over a silent field 
near Bethlehem. “There they are,” said the leading angel, “the humble shepherds who have 
been chosen by God to receive our message. It will be the most wonderful news that mortal 
man has ever received. Are you ready with your great angelic chorus?” 

The leading angel drifted slightly downward so that he could be seen by the shepherds 
below. They were terrified! Each one of them covered his face in the brilliance of the light 
but earnestly listened with awe as the vision before them began to speak in their own 
language: 

“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today 
in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; He is Christ the Lord.” 

Instantly surrounding the angel was the brilliant heavenly host, and echoing through the 
sky was the most beautiful singing that the shepherds had ever heard, exulting and praising 
God for the long-awaited gift of His Son. They made haste to see the Savior with their own 
eyes. 

The Bible teaches that angels are the ministering servants of God and that they are 
continually being sent to help and protect us, the heirs of salvation. Certainly their most 
important task, however, was this momentous occasion announcing Christ’s arrival on earth! 

Although little is known of its origins, this inspiring 18th century French carol has become 
a universal favorite. 

 
Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains, and 

the mountains, in reply, echoing their joyous strains. 
Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong? What 

the gladsome tidings be which inspire your heav’nly song? 
Come to Bethlehem and see Him whose birth the angels sing; come, 

adore on bended knee Christ the Lord, the new-born King. 
See Him in a manger laid, Jesus, Lord of heav’n and earth; Mary, 

Joseph, lend your aid, with us sing our Savior’s birth. 
Refrain: Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

 For Today: Luke 1:46–55; Luke 2:7–202 

                                                
2 Kenneth W. Osbeck, Amazing Grace: 366 Inspiring Hymn Stories for Daily Devotions, (Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel Publications, 1996), 373. 
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ON THIS DAY 
 

A Father’s Advice 

 

December 23 

 

Heinrich Bullinger was a good pastor and a better father. He was born in 1504 to a 
priest who embraced Reformation views. Though it cost him his church, it gained him 
his son. Young Heinrich loved Luther’s writings, Melanchthon’s books, and the study 
of the Bible. At the age of 27, he took the place of slain Swiss Reformer Ulrich 
Zwingli as pastor of the Grossmunster of Zurich, on December 23, 1531. 

Bullinger continued Zwingli’s practice of preaching through books of the Bible, 
verse by verse. His home was open from morning till night, and he freely distributed 
food, clothing, and money to the needy. His wisdom and influence spread across 
Europe. 

No one was more affected than his own son, Henry. When the young man packed 
his bags and set out for college in Strasburg, Heinrich gave him ten rules for living: 

1. Fear God at all times, and remember that the fear of God is the beginning of 
wisdom. 

2. Humble yourself before God, and pray to him alone through Christ, our only 
Mediator and Advocate. 

3. Believe firmly that God has done all for our salvation through his Son. 
4. Pray above all things for a strong faith active in love. 
5. Pray that God may protect your good name and keep you from sin, sickness, and 

bad company. 
6. Pray for the fatherland, for your dear parents … for the spread of the Word of God. 
7. Be reticent, be always more willing to hear than to speak, and do not meddle with 

things you do not understand. 
8. Study diligently. … Read daily three chapters of the Bible. 
9. Keep your body clean and unspotted, be neat in your dress, and avoid above all 

things intemperance in eating and drinking. 
10. Let your conversation be decent, cheerful, moderate. 

The advice was taken; and Henry Bullinger became, like his father and 
grandfather, a minister of the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

4 And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord. Ephesians 6:43 

                                                
3 Robert J. Morgan, On This Day: 365 Amazing and Inspiring Stories about Saints, Martyrs & Heroes, electronic 
ed., (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1997). 
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LAOS: VILLAGERS ACCEPT CHRIST AFTER WITNESSING  
LOVE OF LOCAL CHRISTIANS 

19 December 2018 
 
 

A village leader and his wife placed their faith in 
Christ recently after experiencing the love of 
some local Christians. 
The village leader had visited a local spirit priest 
seeking healing for his wife, who had been 
suffering from a serious illness. After doing 
everything he was told the spirits wanted him to 
do, including sacrificing a water buffalo worth 
about $1,000, his wife’s condition remained 

unchanged. 

During this time, some Christians in the village visited the leader’s wife and 
prayed for her, simply wanting to show they cared for her. The village leader 
and his family later publicly declared that they had become Christians after 
experiencing the love of these believers. The leader said the Christians cared 
for his wife and family when the spirits and the rest of the village did not. His 
declaration of faith, in turn, inspired other villagers, and as a result 21 people 
have placed their faith in Jesus Christ. 

 

Source: The Voice of the Martyrs USA 
• Praise God for the Gospel witness displayed, through the love of the believers 

in this village. Pray for the health of the village leader’s wife. 
• Pray that these new believers will continue to grow in faith and stand firm in 

the face of persecution. 
• Pray the Gospel may be heard and understood throughout the village and 

beyond.4 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                
4 https://vom.com.au/laos-villagers-accept-christ-after-witnessing-love-of-local-christians/  
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Announcements and Things to Come 
 

 
 
Studies and Encouragements. 
 

• Communion, 1st Sunday Each Month 10am. 
• Prayer meeting / Bible Study Resuming 9th January 2019.  
• Birthdays:  

o Joe (Pino) 31/12/2018 …not sure how old but if I had to guess I’d say…35yrs 
• Junior and Senior Camps 7th-11th Jan and 14th – 18th Jan respectively. Alexander 

Adventure Resort. 
• Prayer & Praise List 

Missionaries (Bell Family) 
Sunbury 
Government  
The Gospel to Friends/Family 
Christian Persecution. 
Trish recovery 
Vanessa recovery 
Pr Edi recovery 
Senior and Junior Camps and the Gospel 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


