
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 

Welcome to Hope Baptist Church 
 

Sunday 28th of October 2018 
 
 
 

531 Elizabeth Dr Sunbury 
Service Sundays 10:30am today  

 
 

www.hopebc.org.au 

“For whatsoever things were written 
aforetime were written for our learning, 
that we through patience and comfort of 

the scriptures might have hope”.  
Romans 15:4 
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Hymn To Remember 
How Great Thou Art 

 

Author: Carl Gustav Boberg (16 August 1859 – 7 January 1940) 

Scriptures: Gen 1:1-25, Deut 33:26, Ps 19:1-4, Ps 50:11, Isa 53:3-12, Hab 3:2, Rom 8:31-34, 1 Jn 1:5-10, Rev 
1:4-8.  

 

1 O Lord, my God, when I in awesome wonder 
consider all the worlds thy hands have made, 

I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder, 
thy power thru-out the universe displayed; 

Refrain: 
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee: 

how great thou art, how great thou art! 
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee: 

how great thou art, how great thou art! 

2 When through the woods and forest glades I wander, 
and hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees; 

when I look down from lofty mountain grandeur 
and hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze; [Refrain] 

3 And when I think that God, his Son not sparing, 
sent him to die, I scarce can take it in, 

that on the cross, my burden gladly bearing, 
he bled and died to take away my sin; [Refrain] 

4 When Christ shall come, with shout of acclamation, 
and take me home, what joy shall fill my heart! 

Then I shall bow in humble adoration 
and there proclaim, "My God, how great thou art!" [Refrain] 

 
Boberg, Carl Gustaf. (Mönsterås, Sweden, August 16, 1859--January 7, 1940, 
Kalmar). Swedish Covenant. Bible school at Kristinehamn. Editor of Sanningsvittnet 
1890-1916, organ of the Evangelical National Foundation. Member of the Swedish 
Parliament, 1912-1931. Popular speaker and appreciated writer. Published several 
collections of poetry and a number of hymns. Member of committee responsible for 
first two hymnals of the Swedish Covenant.  
Author of "Jesus, Jesus, O det ordet" ("Jesus, Jesus, Name Most Precious"); "Min själ 
berömmer Gud med fröjd" (My Soul Now Magnifies the Lord"); "O store Gud" ("O 
Mighty God"). The text now known as "How Great Thou Art" is an English translation 
of a Russian version based on an earlier German Translation of “O store Gud”. 
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Order of Service 
 

 
Welcome 

 

Announcements   
 

Hymn – How Great Thou Art 
 

Prayer 
 

Bible Reading- James 1:1-12 
 

Hymn – Higher Ground 308 
 

Sermon – YES, Wisdom. 
 

Hymn – At The Cross 129 
 
 

A word on The Word 
 
 
“No man ever did or ever will become truly eloquent without being a 

constant reader of the Bible, and an admirer of the purity and 
sublimity of its language” 

 
 
Fisher Ames 
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Sermon Notes 
 

Is YES Articulated for Wisdom? Prov 8:11, 8:6-10, 4:7, 9:8, 31:1, 10:5, 25:12, Exo 28:3, 31:1-7, Job 39:13-17, 
Gen 3:1-6, 1 Cor 3:18-19, Jas 1:5-7, Mt 5:7, Jas 5:12, Mt 7:7,    
….………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….…
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………..……………………………………………………………………………………… … 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Is YES Accomplished For Wisdom? Jas 1:5, Jer 17:9, Ps 14:1, 53:1, Mrk 6:52, Jb 23:16, 2 Cor 4:6, Rom 1:21, Jb 
41:24, Ezek 11:19, Ps 119:99, Isa 55:8-11, 2 Tim 3:15-17, Gal 5:17,  
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………….…………………………………………………………………………………………  
………………………………………………………………………………………….……………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
Is YES Anticipated For Wisdom? Jas 1:5, 2 Chron 1:9-12, Prov 2:1-9, Rom 1:20, Ps 111:10, Pr 1:7, 9:10, 
Isa 55:6, Jer 29:12-13,  
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………  
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………. ………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………  
Is There A Cost For Wisdom? Jas 1:5, Pr 26:12, 16, 1 Cor 3:18, 2 Tim 3:15,  
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………  
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………  
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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176 Words. 
 
 

 

 “JOD.  
Thy hands have made me and fashioned me: give me 

understanding, that I may learn thy commandments.” 
 

  (Ps 119:73) 
 

It is often forgotten that the same God that created the body of man 
from the dust of the earth created the mind of man from the mind of 
God. This is not to say that the mind of man is all knowing, but it is to 
say that the mind of man has the capacity of understanding, even 
understanding the word of God. 

The fall was precipitated by the taking of the fruit from the tree of 
knowledge, but not just any knowledge, a knowledge forbidden to man, 
a knowledge of good and of evil. This knowledge will not limit itself to 
conscience, but will be understood experientially; man will live out the 
knowledge of good and evil. Both the mind and the flesh had fallen. 

God knows his handiwork, and he knows what the mind needs in 
order for it to function again as it was created. His word is promised to 
be such an instrument of transformative renewal for the mind (Rom 
12:2), to bring understanding of Gods commands to a life filled with 
wisdom (Prov 2:3-7). 

 
 

Pr Edi Giudetti 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

A Proverb For Memory 
 

  When pride cometh, then cometh shame:  
but with the lowly is wisdom. 

 
Proverbs 11:2 
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Words Of Hope 
 

SHINE 
 

“Make thy face to shine upon thy servant: save me for thy mercies’ 
sake” (Ps. 31:16).  

“And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; 
and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever” 
(Dan. 12:3).  
“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, 
and glorify your Father which is in heaven” (Matt. 5:16). 
 “For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath 
shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of 
God in the face of Jesus Christ” (II Cor. 4:6).  

“That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without 
rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye 
shine as lights in the world” (Phil. 2:15).  

“A new commandment I write unto you, which thing is true in him and 
in you: because the darkness is past, and the true light now shineth” (I 
John 2:8b). 

 

GOLDEN THOUGHT 
 

You shine as lights in the world. 
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THE PILGRIM’S PROGRESS 
John Bunyan 

THIS WORLD TO THAT WHICH IS TO COME 
THE VALLEY OF HUMILIATION 

 
Now, as they were going along and talking, they espied a boy feeding his father’s sheep. 
The boy was in very mean clothes, but of a very fresh and well-favoured countenance; and 
as he sat by himself, he sang. Hark, said Mr. Great-heart, to what the shepherd’s boy saith. 
So they hearkened, and he said— 

He that is down needs fear no fall; 
He that is low, no pride; 

He that is humble, ever shall 
Have God to be his guide. (Phil. 4:12, 13) 

I am content with what I have, 
Little be it, or much; 

And, Lord, contentment still I crave, 
Because Thou savest such. 

Fullness to such a burden is, 
That go on pilgrimage; 

Here little, and hereafter bliss, 
Is best from age to age. (Heb. 13:5) 

Then said the guide, Do you hear him? I will dare to say, that this boy lives a merrier life, 
and wears more of that herb called heart’s-ease in his bosom, than he that is clad in silk 
and velvet; but we will proceed in our discourse. 
In this Valley our Lord formerly had His country house; He loved much to be here; He 
loved also to walk these meadows, for He found the air was pleasant. Besides, here a man 
shall be free from the noise, and from the hurryings of this life. All states are full of noise 
and confusion, only the Valley of Humiliation is that empty and solitary place. Here a man 
shall not be so let and hindered in his contemplation, as in other places he is apt to be. This 
is a Valley that nobody walks in, but those that love a pilgrim’s life. And though Christian 
had the hard hap to meet here with Apollyon, and to enter with him a brisk encounter, yet 
I must tell you, that in former times men have met with angels here, have found pearls 
here, and have in this place found the words of life179 (Hosea 12:4, 5). 
Did I say, our Lord had here in former days his country-house, and that He loved here to 
walk? I will add, in this place, and to the people that live, and trace these grounds, He has 
left a yearly revenue, to be faithfully paid them at certain seasons, for their maintenance 
by the way, and for their further encouragement to go on in their pilgrimage (Matt. 11:29). 
SAMUEL. Now, as they went on, Samuel said to Mr. Great-heart; Sir, I perceive that in 
this Valley my father and Apollyon had their battle; but whereabout was the fight? for I 
perceive this Valley is large. 
GREAT-HEART. Your father had that battle with Apollyon, at a place yonder, before us, 
in a narrow passage, just beyond Forgetful Green. And indeed, that place is the most 
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dangerous place in all these parts. For if at any time the pilgrims meet with any brunt, it is 
when they forget what favours they have received, and how unworthy they are of them.182 
This is the place also, where others have been hard put to it; but more of the place when 
we are come to it; for I persuade myself, that to this day there remains either some sign of 
the battle, or some monument to testify that such a battle there was fought. 
MERCY. Then said Mercy, I think I am as well in this Valley, as I have been anywhere 
else in all our journey; the place, methinks, suits with my spirit. I love to be in such places 
where there is no rattling with coaches, nor rumbling with wheels; methinks, here one 
may, without much molestation, be thinking what he is, whence he came, what he has 
done, and to what the King has called him; here one may think, and break at heart, and 
melt in one’s spirit, until one’s eyes become like “the fish-pools of Heshbon” (Song. 7:4). 
They that go rightly through this Valley of Baca, make it a well, the rain that God sends 
down from Heaven upon them that are here, also filleth the pools (Psa. 84:6, 7). This 
Valley is that from whence also the King will give to His their vineyards (Hosea 2:15); 
and they that go through it, shall sing, as Christian did, for all he met with Apollyon. 
GREAT-HEART. It is true, said their guide, I have gone through this Valley many a time, 
and never was better than when here. 
I have also been a conductor to several pilgrims, and they have confessed the same. “To 
this man will I look (saith the King), even to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and 
trembleth at My Word” (Isa. 66:2). 
Now they were come to the place where the afore-mentioned battle was fought. Then said 
the guide to Christiana, her children, and Mercy, This is the place, on this ground Christian 
stood, and up there came Apollyon against him. And look, did not I tell you? here is some 
of your husband’s blood upon these stones to this day; behold, also, how here and there 
are yet to be seen upon the place, some of the shivers of Apollyon’s broken darts; see also, 
how they did beat the ground with their feet as they fought, to make good their places 
against each other; how also, with their by-blows, they did split the very stones in pieces. 
Verily, Christian did here play the man, and showed himself as stout, as could, had he 
been there, even Hercules himself. When Apollyon was beat, he made his retreat to the 
next Valley, that is called, the Valley of the Shadow of Death, unto which we shall come 
anon.185 
Lo, yonder also stands a monument, on which is engraven this battle, and Christian’s 
victory, to his fame throughout all ages. So, because it stood just on the wayside before 
them, they stepped to it, and read the writing, which word for word was this— 

Hard by, here was a battle fought, 
Most strange, and yet most true; 
Christian and Apollyon sought 

Each other to subdue. 
The man so bravely play’d the man, 

He made the fiend to fly; 
Of which a monument I stand, 

The same to testify.1 
To be continued  

 
                                                
1 John Bunyan, The Pilgrim’s Progress, (Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software, 2006), 3:206–208. 
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Rwanda’s authoritarian leader closes thousands of churches  
 

23 October 2018 

The government of authoritarian president Paul Kagame has shut down thousands of 
churches across Rwanda, citing building code violations in a move that has reportedly left 
some Christians meeting to worship in caves. 

The closures began in the Christian-majority East African country in February following 
the introduction of much stricter building regulations. It is thought as many as 7,000 
church buildings may have been forced to close. Churches are now meeting secretly, as 
group prayer is prohibited anywhere other than in government approved buildings. 

Thousands of Rwandan 
churches have been closed 
down under the orders of 
President Paul Kagame's 
government 
Image credit: Department for 
International Development 

One analyst told 
journalists, "The church 
closures are much more 
politically influenced than 
the government says. It 
signals to the churches that 
they are under observation, 
just like other social 
organizations in Rwanda.” 

Kagame secured election for a third term as Rwanda’s president with 99% of the vote in 
2017 after amending the constitution to abolish a previous two term limit. Under Kagame 
Rwanda has seen a time of economic growth and restoration of social order following the 
1994 genocide. He has worked to forge ties with America and Rwanda is a significant 
recipient of US aid, but Kagame’s administration has received criticism for the pressuring 
and arrest of dissenters and political opponents. This has not deterred support from 
Christians: following his election victory in 2010, US megachurch pastor Rick Warren 
prayed for Kagame at his swearing in ceremony, celebrating with him “on behalf of the 
United States of America”.2 

 
 
 
 

                                                
2 https://barnabasfund.org/au/news/rwandas-authoritarian-leader-closes-thousands-of-churches  
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Define: Naturalism. 

 
 The philosophical theory that nature is all that exists. Naturalists typically deny the 
existence of God, angels and demons and are skeptical of the possibility of life after 
death. 

 
ON THIS DAY 

 

In This Sign Conquer 
 
By the early fourth century, Christianity was straddling the Roman Empire, boasting of 
churches from Britain to Carthage and Persia. The gospel had spread mouth-to-mouth, 
person-to-person, until, despite relentless persecution, it had taken root. “Every time a drop 
of blood was shed,” said Spurgeon, “that drop became a man.” 

The final storm occurred when Emperor Diocletian suddenly unleashed the Great 
Persecution, fiercest of all purges. But Romans eventually sickened of the blood, and the 
Christian holocaust created far-reaching sympathy for believers. When Diocletian abdicated, 
a power struggle erupted between two titans: Constantine and Maxentius. Their armies met 
at the Milvian Bridge outside Rome; and Constantine, as he later told the historian Eusebius, 
turned to the Christian God for help. In a dream on October 28, 312 he saw a cross in the 
sky with the Greek words In This Sign Conquer. Thus encouraged, he advanced and 
prevailed. After the battle he openly espoused Christianity, and the outcast church suddenly 
found itself on top of the world. 

Constantine extended great liberties to bishops. He abolished crucifixions and ended 
gladiatorial contests as punishments. He issued the Edict of Milan which said in part: “Every 
one who has a common wish to follow the religion of the Christians may from this moment 
freely proceed without any annoyance or disquiet.” He made Sunday a holiday, built church 
buildings, financed Christian projects, and gathered bishops to discuss theology. 

But whether Constantine was genuinely born again is doubted. He treated church leaders 
as political aides. He banished churchmen he didn’t like and retained paganism he did like. 
Under his rule the church, while enjoying freedom, deteriorated from an army of noble 
martyrs to a mixed multitude of semiconverted pagans. An alignment between church and 
state developed that set the stage for the Middle Ages and that continues to this day in the 
state churches of Europe. 

The “conversion” of Constantine was at once both the best thing that could have 
happened to the church, and the worst.3 
 
                                                
3 Robert J. Morgan, On This Day: 365 Amazing and Inspiring Stories about Saints, Martyrs & Heroes, electronic 
ed., (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1997). 
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Bells - October, 2018 

 

            We’re about to head out the door, again. This time it’s for a week-long 
conference in Switzerland. Crossworld holds an all-Europe conference every 
three years for connecting, worshipping and fellowship. Normally when we 
attend a conference we are on display in some way and the ‘feeling’ is kind of 
like a ‘fish-bowl’ sensation, even when you’re not speaking. This conference is a 
great opportunity to jump in a pool of missionaries and enjoy ‘no strings 
attached’ fellowship. Please don’t take that as a complaint. It’s just 
reality.  Teams come from the US to work with the kids and facilitate the times of 
worship and activity. I’m writing this to you in gratitude and expectation. We 
need your prayers as always. What we do throughout our daily lives and 
ministry is imbued with power and potential by your prayers. This can never be 
understated. It’s a sweet way by which God directly connects his church to the 
realities on the field. Pray for our little one. Big changes tend to be extremely 
challenging. She has been pushing her suitcase around the house all week and 
driving us nuts with her excitement. 
            Pray for our team mates. We’re about to have another little boy peanut 
in our family. We’re so grateful, but they’re currently on the painful side of the 
joyful story. They won’t get to attend the conference, but family will come to love 
on them and help them. 
            Other field updates are forthcoming when we get back. We love you and 
are grateful! 
  
Grace and Peace, 
Paul, M and Eli 
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Announcements and Things to Come 
 

 
 
Studies and Encouragements. 
 

• Communion, 1st Sunday Each Month 10am. 
• Prayer meeting / Bible Study Wednesday nights 7:30pm at Pr Edi’s Home 

until further notice. (Ecclesiastes 6) 
• Birthdays:  

o Christine Estoppey 2nd October 
o Michael Giudetti 9th October 
o Saskia Giudetti 13th October 
o Jen Giudetti 15th October 
o Kest Uscinas 19th October 
o David Estoppey 24th October 
o Phillip McKenzie 31st October 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Prayer & Praise List 

Missionaries (Bell Family) 
Sunbury 
Government  
The Gospel to Friends/Family 
Christian Persecution. 


