
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Welcome to Hope Baptist Church 
 

Sunday 30th of September 2018 
 
 
 

531 Elizabeth Dr Sunbury 
Service Sundays 10:30am today  

 
 
 

www.hopebc.org.au 
 

“For whatsoever things were written 
aforetime were written for our learning, that 

we through patience and comfort of the 
scriptures might have hope”.  

Romans 15:4 
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Hymn To Remember 
Come Thou Fount 

Author: Robert Robinson   
Scriptures: Exo 33:14, Ps 119:10, Zech 13:1, Mt 8:12, Rom 5:2, Rom 10:20  

 
 

1 Come, thou Fount of every blessing, 
tune my heart to sing thy grace; 
streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
call for songs of loudest praise. 

Teach me some melodious sonnet, 
sung by flaming tongues above. 

Praise the mount I'm fixed upon it 
mount of God's redeeming love. 

2 Here I raise mine Ebenezer; 
hither by thy help I'm come; 

and I hope, by thy good pleasure, 
safely to arrive at home. 

Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
wandering from the fold of God; 
he, to rescue me from danger, 
Interposed his precious blood. 

3 Oh, to grace how great a debtor 
daily I'm constrained to be! 

Let thy goodness, like a fetter, 
bind my wandering heart to thee: 
prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, 
prone to leave the God I love; 

here's my heart, O take and seal it; 
seal it for thy courts above. 
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Order of Service 
 

 
Welcome 

 

Announcements & Prayer 
 

Hymn – Come Thou Fount 
 

Bible Reading- Numbers 14:11-23 
 

Hymn – Follow On 398 
 

Sermon – YES. Forgiveness 
 

Hymn – I Surrender All 394 
 
 

A word on The Word 
 
 
“The deceit, the lie of the devil consists of this, that he wishes to make man 
believe that he can live without God’s Word. Thus he dangles before man’s 
phantasy [sic.] a kingdom of faith, of power and of peace, into which only 
he can enter who consents to the temptations; and he conceals from men 
that he, as the devil, is the most unfortunate and unhappy of beings, since 

he is finally and eternally rejected by God” 
 

- Dietrich	Bonhoeffer	
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YES. Forgiveness 

Sermon Notes 
 

Is YES Articulated for Forgiveness? 1 Jn 1:8-10, Ps 130:1-4, Mt 6:14-15, 2 Chron 7:14, Ps 51:2, Jer 33:8, Lev 
26:40-42, 2 Sam 12:7-14   
….…………………………………………………………………………………….. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………………………………… … 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Is YES Accomplished For Forgiveness? Ps 51:1-4, 1 Pet 2:21-24, 1 Cor 6:9-11, Tit 2:11-14. 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………  
………………………………………………………………………………………….…………
……………………………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Is YES Anticipated For Forgiveness? Num 14:17-18, Exo 34:1-7.  
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………  
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………….  
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………  
Is There A Cost For Forgiveness? 1 Jn 1:8-10, Ps 32:5, Ps 38:17-18, Pr 28:13, Jer 3:12-13, Ps 139:23-24, 
Mt 6:14-15.   
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………  
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………  
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………  
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176 Words. 
 
 

 

“Thou art good, and doest good; 
Teach me thy statutes.” 

 
  (Ps 119:68) 

 
From the ancients of millennia past to the people of today it was understood 

that very little, if anything at all, could be seen as “good”. Five hundred years 
before Jesus the philosopher Plato believed that the only good is heavenly and 
nothing on Earth. Jesus knew that when it comes to any in the world, none but 
God could be called ‘good’ (Mrk 10:18). In later years came heretical Gnostic’s 
whose mixed truths included a half-truth, understanding that when it comes to 
‘good’, very little can be said beholding this world. 

But we know that “none is good, save one, that is, God” (Lk 18:19). If God 
is good, then that which stems from him, that no man can corrupt is his statutes. 
His words are Pure (Ps 12:6), Perfect (Ps 18:30), inspired directly from his own 
spirit (2 Pet 1:21), kept pure through all ages (Ps 12:6-7, Ps 119:89), able to be 
known and understood (Ps 119:99-100), with transformative abilities (Heb 1:3), 
words of comfort (1 Thess 4:18), words of peace and liberty (Acts 10:36, Ja 
1:25), words of Salvation (Eph 1:13), and words of hope (Ps 119:114).  

These are those statutes we desire to be taught, taught by his good and Holy 
Spirit. 

 
 

Pr Edi Giudetti 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 

A Proverb For Memory 
 

The way of the Lord is strength to the upright: 
But destruction shall be to the workers of iniquity. 

 
Proverbs 10:29 
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Words Of Hope 
 

REWARD 

 
“The judgments of the Lord are true … and in keeping of them there is great reward” 
(Ps. 19:9b, 11b).  

“Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you… . Rejoice, and be 
exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven” (Matt. 5:11–12a).  

“Now he that planteth and he that watereth are one: and every man shall receive his 
own reward according to his own labour” (I Cor. 3:8).  

“The scripture saith, … The labourer is worthy of his reward” (I Tim. 5:18).  

“Look to yourselves, that we lose not those things which we have wrought, but that 
we receive a full reward” (II John 8).  

“And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give to every man 
according as his work shall be” (Rev. 22:12). 

 

GOLDEN THOUGHT 
The laborer is worthy of his reward. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 



	
7 

THE PILGRIM’S PROGRESS 
John Bunyan 

THIS WORLD TO THAT WHICH IS TO COME 

 

PILGRIMS ARRIVE AT THE PALACE BEAUTIFUL 

 
Now, because it was somewhat late, and because the Pilgrims were weary with their journey, 

and also made faint with the sight of the fight, and of the terrible lions, therefore they desired, as 
soon as might be, to prepare to go to rest. Nay, said those of the family, refresh yourselves first 
with a morsel of meat; for they had prepared for them a lamb, with the accustomed sauce belonging 
thereto (Exo. 12:21, 28; John 1:29); for the Porter had heard before of their coming, and had told 
it to them within. So when they had supped, and ended their prayer with a psalm, they desired they 
might go to rest. But let us, said Christiana, if we may be so bold as to choose, be in that chamber 
that was my husband’s when he was here; so they had them up thither, and they lay all in a room. 
When they were at rest, Christiana and Mercy entered into discourse about things that were 
convenient. 

CHRIST. Little did I think once, that when my husband went on pilgrimage, I should ever have 
followed. 

MERCY. And you as little thought of lying in his bed, and in his chamber to rest, as you do 
now. 

CHRIST. And much less did I ever think of seeing his face with comfort, and of worshipping 
the Lord the King with him; and yet now I believe I shall. 

MERCY. Hark! Don’t you hear a noise? 
CHRIST. Yes; it is, as I believe, a noise of music, for joy that we are here. 
MERCY. Wonderful! music in the house, music in the heart, and music also in Heaven, for joy 

that we are here! 
Thus they talked a while, and then betook themselves to sleep. So, in the morning, when they 

were awake, Christiana said to Mercy: 
CHRIST. What was the matter that you did laugh in your sleep tonight? I suppose you were in 

a dream. 
MERCY. So I was, and a sweet dream it was; but are you sure I laughed? 
CHRIST. Yes; you laughed heartily; but, prithee, Mercy, tell me thy dream. 
MERCY. I was a-dreamed that I sat all alone in a solitary place, and was bemoaning of the 

hardness of my heart. Now, I had not sat there long, but methought many were gathered about me, 
to see me, and to hear what it was that I said. So they hearkened, and I went on bemoaning the 
hardness of my heart. At this, some of them laughed at me, some called me fool, and some began 
to thrust me about. With that, methought I looked up, and saw one coming with wings towards me. 
So he came directly to me, and said, Mercy, what aileth thee? Now, when he had heard me make 
my complaint, he said “Peace be to thee.” He also wiped mine eyes with his handkerchief, and 
clad me in silver and gold. He put a chain about my neck, and ear-rings in mine ears, and a beautiful 
crown upon my head (Ezek. 16:8–12). Then he took me by the hand, and said, Mercy, come after 
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me. So he went up, and I followed, till we came at a golden gate. Then he knocked; and when they 
within had opened, the man went in, and I followed him up to a throne, upon which one sat, and 
He said to me, Welcome, daughter. The place looked bright and twinkling, like the stars, or rather 
like the sun; and I thought that I saw your husband there. So I awoke from my dream. But did I 
laugh? 

CHRIST. Laugh! aye, and well you might, to see yourself so well. For you must give me leave 
to tell you, that I believe it was a good dream; and that, as you have begun to find the first part 
true, so you shall find the second at last. “God speaketh once, yea twice, yet man perceiveth it not. 
In a dream, in a vision of the night, when deep sleep falleth upon men, in slumberings upon the 
bed” (Job 28:14, 15). We need not, when a-bed, lie awake to talk with God. He can visit us while 
we sleep, and cause us then to hear His voice. Our heart ofttimes wakes when we sleep; and God 
can speak to that, either by words, by proverbs, by signs and similitudes, as well as if one was 
awake. 

MERCY. Well, I am glad of my dream; for I hope, ere long, to see it fulfilled, to the making 
me laugh again. 

CHRIST. I think it is now high time to rise, and to know what we must do. 
MERCY. Pray, if they invite us to stay awhile, let us willingly accept of the proffer. I am the 

willinger to stay awhile here, to grow better acquainted with these maids. Methinks Prudence, 
Piety, and Charity have very comely and sober countenances. 

CHRIST. We shall see what they will do. So when they were up and ready, they came down, 
and they asked one another of their rest, and if it were comfortable, or not. 

MERCY. Very good, said Mercy; it was one of the best night’s lodging that ever I had in my 
life. 

Then said Prudence and Piety, If you will be persuaded to stay here awhile, you shall have what 
the house will afford. 

CHAR. Aye, and that with a very good will, said Charity. So they consented and staid there 
about a month, or above, and became very profitable one to another. And because Prudence would 
see how Christiana had brought up her children, she asked leave of her to catechise them. So she 
gave her free consent. Then she began at the youngest, whose name was James. 

PRUDENCE. And she said, Come, James, canst thou tell me who made thee? 
JAMES. God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost. 
PRUD. Good boy. And canst thou tell me who saves thee? 
JAMES. God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost. 
PRUD. Good boy still. But how doth God the Father save thee? 
JAMES.By his grace. 
PRUD. How doth God the Son save thee? 
JAMES. By His righteousness, death, and blood, and life. 
PRUD. And how doth God the Holy Ghost save thee? 
JAMES. By His illumination, by His renovation, and by His preservation. 
Then said Prudence to Christiana, You are to be commended for thus bringing up your children. 

I suppose I need not ask the rest these questions, since the youngest of them can answer them so 
well. I will therefore now apply myself to the next youngest. 

PRUD. Then she said, Come, Joseph (for his name was Joseph), will you let me catechise you? 
JOSEPH. With all my heart. 
PRUD. What is man? 
JOSEPH. A reasonable creature, so made by God, as my brother said. 
PRUD. What is supposed by this word “saved”? 
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JOSEPH. That man, by sin, has brought himself into a state of captivity and misery. 
PRUD. What is supposed by his being saved by the Trinity? 
JOSEPH. That sin is so great and mighty a tyrant, that none can pull us out of its clutches, but 

God; and that God is so good and loving to man, as to pull him indeed out of this miserable state. 
PRUD. What is God’s design in saving, of poor men? 
JOSEPH. The glorifying of His name, of His grace, and justice, etc., and the everlasting 

happiness of His creature. 
PRUD. Who are they that must be saved? 
JOSEPH. Those that accept of His salvation. 
PRUD. Good boy, Joseph; thy mother has taught thee well, and thou hast hearkened to what 

she hath said unto thee. 
Then said Prudence to Samuel, who was the eldest but one, 
PRUD. Come, Samuel, are you willing that I should catechise you also? 
SAMUEL. Yes, forsooth, if you please. 
PRUD. What is Heaven? 
SAM. A place and state most blessed, because God dwelleth there. 
PRUD. What is hell? 
SAM. A place and state most woeful, because it is the dwelling-place of sin, the devil, and 

death. 
PRUD. Why wouldest thou go to Heaven? 
SAM. That I may see God, and serve Him without weariness; that I may see Christ, and love 

Him everlastingly; that I may have that fullness of the Holy Spirit in me that I can by no means 
here enjoy. 

PRUD. A very good boy also, and one that has learned well. 
Then she addressed herself to the eldest, whose name was Matthew; and she said to him, Come, 

Matthew, shall I also catechise you? 
MATTHEW. With a very good will. 
PRUD. I ask, then, if there were ever anything that had a being antecedent to, or before God? 
MATT. No; for God is eternal; nor is there anything excepting Himself, that had a being until 

the beginning of the first day. “For in six days the Lord made Heaven and earth, the sea, and all 
that in them is.” 

PRUD. What do you think of the Bible? 
MATT. It is the holy Word of God. 
PRUD. Is there nothing written therein but what you understand? 
MATT. Yes. A great deal. 
PRUD. What do you do when you meet with such places therein that you do not understand? 
MATT. I think God is wiser than I. I pray also that He will please to let me know all therein 

that He knows will be for my good. 
PRUD. How believe you, as touching the resurrection of the dead? 
MATT. I believe they shall rise, the same that was buried; the same in nature, though not in 

corruption. And I believe this upon a double account: First, because God has promised it secondly, 
because He is able to perform it. 

Then said Prudence to the boys, You must still hearken to your mother, for she can learn you 
more. You must also diligently give ear to what good talk you shall hear from others; for, for your 
sakes do they speak good things. Observe, also, and that with carefulness, what the heavens and 
the earth do teach you; but especially be much in the meditation of that Book that was the cause 
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of your father’s becoming a pilgrim. I, for my part, my children, will teach you what I can while 
you are here, and shall be glad if you will ask me questions that tend to godly edifying.1 
 

To be continued 
 
 

Excuse Against Hope 
 

The Question of Evil Pt 1 
 

If God exists why is Evil in the world? 
 
It is impossible to overrate the incredibly profound implications that this objection has in the 
minds of people. In this study you will find that not only is the question of evil the most frequent 
excuse against hope and God, but most incredibly, in the very objection itself, is identified that 
we all have an innate knowledge of no less than five fundamental characteristics of the God 
many say they don’t believe in. 
 
Some statements that reveal God.  
 
“If God exists, why does he allow suffering?”, “If God is real why does he let bad things happen 
to good people?”, “How can God permit a baby to die of cancer?”, “If God was real, why did 
he do nothing to stop the rape and murder of my daughter?”, “I can’t believe in a God that lets 
children die of hunger, or made diseases and plagues or hurricanes and earthquakes”, “If God 
exists, why are there mosquitoes in the world?” 
 
Every reason given above, and many more not noted, are in the same train of thought, rejecting 
the knowledge of God because of The Problem of Evil.  
 
Please understand that I do not make light of any of those things noted above, the denials of God 
based on those reasonings are both emotional and heart rending, they have caused the stumbling 
of many and even of some of the most intelligent philosophers in history.  
 
An Ancient Belief. 
 
The question of evil is as old as civilization itself, even the Old Testament of the Bible has men 
questioning the practical reality of God based on what they see around them (see Psalm 73:1-14, 
2 Chron 32:10-15), this evidently being, at least, a three-thousand-year-old argument.  
 
The answers given for the questions above have ranged from clear to some of the most 
convoluted I have read. Some come to the answer Biblically, others come to it while trying to 
appease modern ideas concerning existence, that the Bible itself rejects. 
 
In this first part, my desire is to prove to you that the Bible teaches both our innate knowledge of 
God and our willful rejection of him in spite of the argument of Evil.  

                                                
1 Bunyan, J. (2006). The Pilgrim’s Progress (Vol. 3, pp. 197–200). Bellingham, WA: 
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Between the two parts of this study, I desire to answer a most profound question; 
Is it possible that embedded within the greatest argument against the reality of God, 
resides an inbuilt knowledge and confession of the existence of him? 
 
Romans chapter 1 informs us that all of mankind knows God exists, it says “For the wrath of 
God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the 
truth in unrighteousness;  

19 Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it 
unto them. 20 For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, 
being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that 
they are without excuse: 

 
According to the Bible, that which might be known of God is revealed in man, and it goes on 

to give the reason saying that God had shown the knowledge of himself to man. But then the 
Bible goes on in verse 20 to say that all of creation itself clearly brings an understanding of God 
by the things that are made, and even a knowledge of the eternal power of the Godhead itself, 
what an incredible claim. No doubt if this is true, man is indeed without excuse. 

 
But the Bible goes on to tell of why so much of mankind have now come to reject what is 

self-evident concerning God, in the very next verse saying: “21 Because that, when they knew 
God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, 
and their foolish heart was darkened. 22 Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools” 

 
There has been a tremendous change within both the hearts and minds of many who have 

rejected that which is plain to them. I intend to show that this transformed foolishness is 
represented and revealed by the oldest argument laid against God, that in itself proves a deep and 
profound knowledge of God, and most interestingly, the Godhead itself. 

 
This will also reveal to you a way of sharing the Gospel that will not require a proof of his 

existence, but confirming that the proof of God self-evident even to those who deny him. The 
Gospel itself then being permitted to both convict and convert the heart that desires forgiveness 
of Sin and salvation of the soul. 

 
Pr Edi Giudetti 
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Announcements and Things to Come 
 

 
 
Studies and Encouragements. 
 

• Communion, 10 am on the 1st Sunday of every month. (7th October; Daylight Savings) 
• Prayer meeting / Bible Study Wednesday nights 7:30pm at Kests. (Ecclesiastes 4) 
• National Baptist Fellowship 2nd – 4th October 2018. Heathdale Christian College 

Werribee.   See; www.nbf.org.au 

• Birthdays:  
o Pr Edi Giudetti 10th September  
o Isabella Brereton 15th September 
o Glen Ford 28th September 

 
• Prayer & Praise List 

Missionaries (Bell Family) 
Sunbury 
Government  

The Gospel to Friends/Family 
Christian Persecution. 
 
 
  


