
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 

Welcome to Hope Baptist Church 
 

Sunday 5th of August 2018 
 
 

531 Elizabeth Dr Sunbury 
Service Sundays 10:30am today  

 
www.hopebc.org.au 

“For whatsoever things were written 
aforetime were written for our learning, that 

we through patience and comfort of the 
scriptures might have hope”.  

Romans 15:4 



	
2 

Hymn To Remember 
When I Survey The Wondrous Cross   

Author: Isaac Watts (1674 - 1748)  
Scriptures: Isa 53:11, Lam 1:12, Ps 22:16, Rom 5:6-11, Acts 5:31 

 
 

1 When I survey the wondrous cross 
on which the Prince of glory died, 
my richest gain I count but loss, 

and pour contempt on all my pride. 

 

2 Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast 
save in the death of Christ, my God! 

All the vain things that charm me most, 
I sacrifice them through his blood. 

 

3 See, from his head, his hands, his feet, 
sorrow and love flow mingled down. 
Did e'er such love and sorrow meet, 
or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

 

4 Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
that were a present far too small. 

Love so amazing, so divine, 
demands my soul, my life, my all. 

 
Isaac Watts (17 July 1674 – 25 November 1748) was an English Christian minister 
(Congregational), hymn writer, theologian, and logician. He was a prolific and popular 
hymn writer and is credited with some 750 hymns. He is recognised as the "Godfather of 
English Hymnody;" many of his hymns remain in use today and have been translated into 
numerous languages.  
 
Watts was born in Southampton, England in 1674 and was brought up in the home of a 
committed religious Nonconformist; his father, also Isaac Watts, had been incarcerated 
twice for his views. Watts had a classical education at King Edward VI School, 
learning Latin, Greek, and Hebrew. 
  
Watts could not attend Oxford or Cambridge because he was a noncomformist and these 
universities were restricted to Anglicans—as were government positions at the time. He 
went to the Dissenting Academy at Stoke Newington in 1690. Much of the remainder of 
his life centred on that village, which is now part of Inner London. 
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Order of Service 
 

Welcome 
 

Announcements & Prayer 
 

Hymn – When I Survey The Wondrous Cross 
 

Bible Reading- 2 Peter 3:9-18 
 

Hymn – The Comforter Has Come 161 
 

Sermon – 2nd Peter Survey 
 

Hymn – Great is Thy Faithfulness 
 
 
 
 

A word on The Word 
 
 

“But those who are ready to toil in the most excellent 
pursuits, will not desist from the search after truth, till they 

get the demonstration from the Scriptures themselves.” 
 

- Clement	of	Alexandria	
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2nd Peter Survey 

Sermon Notes 
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176 Words. 
 
 

 

“The bands of the wicked have robbed me:  
but I have not forgotten thy law.” 

 
(Ps 119:61) 

 
Considerations to be made concerning this passage are wonderful in 

encouragements. Bands, in this context, are those in which one is held fast, 
binding the wicked in the bonds of iniquity (Acts 8:23). The bands of the 
wicked can affect those who have been set free of such bonds. The 
Psalmist is robbed by them and so grieved to have incurred such loss; be it 
a loss of property, reputation, comfort or joy, yet it seems certain that it 
was not a theft of hope, for he had “not forgotten thy law”. 

In his remembrance of the law of God the Psalmist was alerted by the 
nature of that law in both justice and hope. He knew that all are bound by 
the law whether that be those bound by wickedness (2 Chron 6:23) or 
servants of righteousness (Rom 6:18-19).  

The Psalmist knows that robbery of goods is repaid by the same law 
he has recalled to mind; to the wicked who store wrath against the day of 
wrath (Rom 2:2-10) and to the just to whom the Lord himself will both 
avenge and repay (Rom 12:19).   

 
 

Pr Edi Giudetti 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 

 
A Proverb For Memory 

 
 The blessing of the LORD, it maketh rich,  

and he addeth no sorrow with it. 
 

Proverbs 10:22 
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Words Of Hope 
 

PLEASE 

 
“When a man’s ways please the Lord, he maketh even his enemies to be at 
peace with him” (Prov. 16:7).  

“So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return 
unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please” (Isa. 55:11a).  

“So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God” (Rom. 8:8).  

“For even Christ pleased not himself” (Rom. 15:3a).  

“Furthermore then we beseech you, brethren, and exhort you by the Lord 
Jesus, that as ye have received of us how ye ought to walk and to please 
God, so ye would abound more and more” (I Thess. 4:1).  

“By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; … for before 
his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God. But without 
faith it is impossible to please him” (Heb. 11:5–6a).  

“But to do good and to communicate forget not: for with such sacrifices 
God is well pleased” (Heb. 13:16). 

 

 

GOLDEN THOUGHT 
Christ pleased not Himself. 
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THE PILGRIM’S PROGRESS 
John Bunyan 

THIS WORLD TO THAT WHICH IS TO COME 

 

THE INTERPRETERS HOUSE 

 

Thus, now when they had talked away a little more time, they drew nigh to a house 
which stood in the way, which house was built for the relief of pilgrims; as you will 
find more fully related in the First Part of these Records of the Pilgrim’s Progress. So 
they drew on towards the house (the House of the Interpreter), and when they came to 
the door, they heard a great talk in the house. They then gave ear, and heard, as they 
thought, Christiana mentioned by name. For you must know that there went along, even 
before her, a talk of her and her children’s going on pilgrimage. And this thing was the 
more pleasing to them, because they had heard that she was Christian’s wife, that 
woman who was sometime ago so unwilling to hear of going on pilgrimage. Thus, 
therefore, they stood still, and heard the good people within commending her, who, 
they little thought, stood at the door. At last Christiana knocked, as she had done at the 
gate before. Now, when she had knocked, there came to the door a young damsel, 
named Innocent, and opened the door and looked, and behold two women were there. 

DAMSEL. Then said the damsel to them, With whom would you speak in this 
place? 

CHRIST. Christiana answered, We understand that this is a privileged place for 
those that are become pilgrims, and we now at this door are such; wherefore we pray 
that we may be partakers of that for which we at this time are come; for the day, as 
thou seest, is very far spent, and we are loath tonight to go any further. 

DAMSEL. Pray, what may I call your name, that I may tell it to my Lord within? 
CHRIST. My name is Christiana; I was the wife of that pilgrim, that some years 

ago did travel this way, and these be his four children. This maiden also is my 
companion, and is going on pilgrimage too. 

INNOCENT. Then ran Innocent in (for that was her name) and said to those within, 
Can you think who is at the door? There is Christiana and her children, and her 
companion, all waiting for entertainment here. Then they leaped for joy, and went and 
told their Master. So He came to the door, and looking upon her, He said, Art thou that 
Christiana whom Christian, the good man, left behind him, when he betook himself to 
a pilgrim’s life? 

CHRIST. I am that woman that was so hard-hearted, as to slight my husband’s 
troubles, and that left him to go on in his journey alone, and these are his four children; 
but now I also am come, for I am convinced that no way is right but this. 

INTER. Then is fulfilled that which also is written of the man that said to his son, 
“Go, work today in my vineyard. He answered and said, I will not: but afterward he 
repented and went” (Matt. 21:29). 
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CHRIST. Then said Christiana, So be it, Amen. God make it a true saying upon me, 
and grant that I may be found at the last of Him in peace, without spot, and blameless! 

INTER. But why standest thou thus at the door? Come in, thou daughter of 
Abraham. We were talking of thee but now, for tidings have come to us before, how 
thou art become a pilgrim. Come, children, come in; come, maiden, come in. So He 
had them all into the house. 

So, when they were within, they were bidden sit down and rest them; the which 
when they had done, those that attended upon the Pilgrims in the house, came into the 
room to see them. And one smiled, and another smiled, and they all smiled, for joy that 
Christiana was become a pilgrim. They also looked upon the boys. They stroked them 
over the faces with the hand, in token of their kind reception of them. They also carried 
it lovingly to Mercy, and bid them all welcome into their Master’s house. 

After a while, because supper was not ready, the Interpreter took them into his 
significant rooms, and showed them what Christian, Christiana’s husband, had seen 
some time before. Here, therefore, they saw the man in the cage, the man and his dream, 
the man that cut his way through his enemies, and the picture of the biggest of them 
all, together with the rest of those things that were then so profitable to Christian. 

This done, and after these things had been somewhat digested by Christiana and her 
company, the Interpreter takes them apart again, and has them first into a room where 
was a man that could look no way but downwards, with a muck-rake in his hand. There 
stood also one over His head with a celestial crown in His hand, and proffered him that 
crown for his muck-rake; but the man did neither look up, nor regard, but raked to 
himself the straws, the small sticks, and dust of the floor. 

Then said Christiana, I persuade myself that I know somewhat the meaning of this; 
for this is a figure of a man of this world, is it not, good Sir? 

INTER. Thou hast said the right, said He, and his muck-rake doth show his carnal 
mind. And whereas thou seest him rather give heed to rake up straws and sticks, and 
the dust of the floor, than to what He says that calls to him from above with the celestial 
crown in His hand, it is to show that Heaven is but as a fable to some, and that things 
here are counted the only things substantial. Now, whereas, it was also showed thee, 
that the man could look no way but downwards, it is to let thee know that earthly things, 
when they are with power upon men’s minds, quite carry their hearts away from God. 

CHRIST. Then said Christiana, O deliver me from this muck-rake! 
INTER. That prayer, Said the Interpreter, has lain by till it is almost rusty. “Give 

me not riches,” is scarce the prayer of one of ten thousand (Prov. 30:8). Straws, and 
sticks, and dust, with most, are the great things now looked after. 

With that Mercy and Christiana wept, and said, It is, alas! too true. 
When the Interpreter had shown them this, He has them into the very best room in 

the house; a very brave room it was. So He bid them look round about, and see if they 
could find anything profitable there. Then they looked round and round; for there was 
nothing there to be seen but a very great spider on the wall: and that they overlooked. 

MERCY. Then said Mercy, Sir, I see nothing; but Christiana held her peace. 
INTER. But, said the Interpreter, look again, and she therefore looked again, and 

said, Here is not anything but an ugly spider, who hangs by her hands upon the wall. 
Then said He, Is there but one spider in all this spacious room? Then the water stood 
in Christiana’s eyes, for she was a woman quick of apprehension; and she said, Yea, 
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Lord, there is here more than one. Yea, and spiders whose venom is far more 
destructive than that which is in her. The Interpreter then looked pleasantly upon her, 
and said, Thou hast said the truth. This made Mercy blush, and the boys to cover their 
faces, for they all began now to understand the riddle. 

Then said the Interpreter again, “The spider taketh hold with their hands (as you 
see), and is in kings’ palaces’ (Prov. 30:28). And wherefore is this recorded, but to 
show you, that how full of the venom of sin soever you be, yet you may, by the hand 
of faith, lay hold of, and dwell in the best room that belongs to the King’s house above! 

CHRIST. I thought, said Christiana, of something of this; but I could not imagine it 
all. I thought that we were like spiders, and that we looked like ugly creatures, in what 
fine room soever we were; but that by this spider, this venomous and ill-favoured 
creature, we were to learn how to act faith, that came not into my mind. And yet she 
has taken hold with her hands, as I see, and dwells in the best room in the house. God 
has made nothing in vain. 

Then they seemed all to be glad; but the water stood in their eyes; yet they looked 
one upon another, and also bowed before the Interpreter. 

He had them then into another room, where was a hen and chickens, and bid them 
observe a while. So one of the chickens went to the trough to drink, and every time she 
drank, she lift up her head, and her eyes towards Heaven. See, said He, what this little 
chick doth, and learn of her to acknowledge whence your mercies come, by receiving 
them with looking up. Yet again, said He, observe and look; so they gave heed, and 
perceived that the hen did walk in a fourfold method towards her chickens. 1. She had 
a common call, and that she hath all day long. 2. She had a special call, and that she 
had but sometimes. 3. She had a brooding note. And 4. She had an outcry (Matt. 23:37). 

Now, said He, compare this hen to your King, and these chickens to His obedient 
ones. For, answerable to her, Himself has His methods, which He walketh in towards 
His people; by His common call, He gives nothing; by His special call, He always has 
something to give; He has also a brooding voice, for them that are under His wing; and 
He has an outcry, to give the alarm when He seeth the enemy come.77 I chose, My 
darlings, to lead you into the room where such things are, because you are women, and 
they are easy for you.1 
 

To be continued 
 
 

 

 

 

                                                
1 Bunyan, J. (2006). The Pilgrim’s Progress (Vol. 3, pp. 183–186). Bellingham, WA:  
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The Opposite is True 

WHEN I AM WEAK THEN I AM STRONG. 
 
 
Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, 
in distresses for Christ’s sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong.  
 

2 Corinthians 12:10 
 
Truly there are times in our lives when we desire little else but to be looked upon by 
others with high esteem. In this we take pride and find ourselves glorying in 
ourselves; a form of self-exaltation grips our hearts and we are grieved when people 
think of us less than we do. We naturally think of ourselves higher than we ought to 
think, we think ourselves strong and desire nothing more than others having their 
own thoughts of us equal to our thoughts of ourselves. 
 
But is this a true sign of strength? Is our self-esteem agreed to by reality? Someone 
once said, “you are not who you think you are, neither are you who others think you 
are, you are who you think others think you are”, rarely does such foolish thoughts 
make their way to our ears, but when there is no desire for the Lord and when all you 
have is a life barren of purpose, such vain philosophy seems profound.  
 
In the world today there stands a vacuum of hope and little if any acknowledgement 
of the Lord, as such there stands in the gap a deep desire for value, for self-worth. 
The ignorance of a personal creator by whom we have been fearfully and wonderfully 
made, leaves us with a value gap needing to be filled. To take the place of God is we 
ourselves and to ensure we are never reminded of our own fallible natures, or of our 
own weaknesses and un-profitableness, are the never ending educational propaganda 
of Self Esteem classes and studies. If we are not esteemed by a creator then we are to 
esteem ourselves; when we think we are strong then, in our own eyes at least, we are. 
 
The apostle Paul discovered the opposite to be true. He received mercy of the Lord, 
for though he terribly persecuted the Church of God, the Lord revealed himself to 
him and being once before blind to the truth of his Lord, he could now see perfectly.  
 
Paul was a man of means and abilities, he was a Hebrew of the Hebrews and as for 
his righteousness in the Law he was a Pharisee (Phil 3:5), taught at the feet of one of 
the greatest scholars of his day (Acts 22:3), even a Roman Citizen by birth (Acts 
22:28), certain that as pertaining this world and to life and holiness Paul could boast 
of it all, yet compared to the excellency of Christ he counted all his strength as refuse 
to be washed away (Phil 3:8).  
 
To ensure Paul would remain humble before God for the purpose of the great work he 
would accomplish for his Saviour and Lord Jesus Christ, Paul was to suffer many 
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trials in life, but none of all he suffered could compare with the thorn in his flesh, this 
and this alone did Paul seek after the Lord on three occasion to remove. On that third 
occasion the Lord answered Paul saying, “My grace is sufficient for thee: for my 
strength is made perfect in weakness” (2 Cor 12:9). 
 
Many have asked through the years the nature of the thorn, the messenger of Satan 
that would buffet him, but few agree as to its kind. Is it sin? Is it a physical ailment? 
Is it a person or a devil? What we can know for certain is that the thorn was there for 
a purpose and that it would be the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ alone that would 
suffice him. Not only so, but it was needful for Paul to accomplish the work. 
 
Paul said “And lest I should be exalted above measure through the abundance of the 
revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to 
buffet me, lest I should be exalted above measure.” (2 Cor 12:7) Telling us with 
certainty that the specific issue he was to bear, was to ensure the Lord would continue 
his great work through a broken and empty vessel that, not Paul, but Christ is exalted. 
 
God cannot work in us when we are full of ourselves, when we think we are strong it 
is then that we are weakest. But when we know we can do nothing without him (John 
15:5), then are we strong in him and he in us. When it comes to the judgement we 
must judge of ourselves, we should do so with humility of heart and pray with the 
Psalmist, “Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: 

And see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.” (Ps 
139:23-24). 
 
Beloved it is not the esteem of ourselves that will gain for us value, it is the esteem 
and the excellency of Christ (Phil 3:8). He must increase but we must decrease (John 
3:30), we should esteem even the words of his mouth more than our necessary food 
(Job 23:12) and when the Lord has revealed to us a glimpse of his wisdom and 
holiness, his might and glory, then we may say with Job “Who is he that hideth 
counsel without knowledge? therefore have I uttered that I understood not; things too 
wonderful for me, which I knew not. 4 Hear, I beseech thee, and I will speak: I will 
demand of thee, and declare thou unto me. 5 I have heard of thee by the hearing of the 
ear: but now mine eye seeth thee. 6 Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and 
ashes.” (Job 42:3-6) 
 
What a joy it is to know that when you are weak, the strength of the Lord is made 
perfect.  
 
   Pr Edi Giudetti 
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Announcements and Things to Come 
 

 
Studies and Encouragements. 
 

• Communion, 10 am on the 1st Sunday of every month. 
• Prayer meeting / Bible Study Wednesday nights 7:30pm at Kests. (Hebrews) 
• AGM Scheduled 12th August  
• 2nd Anniversary afternoon service. 26th August Lunch followed by service 

2:30pm. (Bring a plate to share) 

• National Baptist Fellowship 2nd – 4th October 2018. Westside Baptist Church 
Deer Park. 

 
• Prayer & Praise List 

Missionaries (Bell Family) 
Sunbury 
Government  

The Gospel to Friends/Family 
Christian Persecution. 
 
  


