
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Welcome to Hope Baptist Church 
 

Sunday 26th of November 2017 
 
 

531 Elizabeth Dr Sunbury 
Service Sundays 10:30am today  

 
www.hopebc.org.au 

“For whatsoever things where written 
aforetime were written for our learning, that 

we through patience and comfort of the 
scriptures might have hope”.  

Romans 15:4 
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Hymn	To	Remember	
Nearer	My	God	To	Thee	357		

Author: H.D. Ganse 1822- 1891 & Sarah Flower Adams 1805-1848 
Circa: 1841 

Scriptures: Gen 28:10-22, Ps 73:28, Isa 55:6, Heb 1:14. 
 

 

1 Nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee!  
E'en though it be a cross that raiseth me,  

still all my song shall be,  
nearer, my God, to thee;  

nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee! 

2 Though like the wanderer, the sun gone down,  
darkness be over me, my rest a stone;  

yet in my dreams I'd be  
nearer, my God, to thee;  

nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee! 

3 There let the way appear, steps unto heaven;  
all that thou sendest me, in mercy given;  

angels to beckon me  
nearer, my God, to thee;  

nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee! 

4 Then, with my waking thoughts bright with thy praise,  
out of my stony griefs Bethel I'll raise;  

so by my woes to be  
nearer, my God, to thee;  

nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee! 

5 Or if, on joyful wing cleaving the sky,  
sun, moon, and stars forgot, upward I fly,  

still all my song shall be,  
nearer, my God, to thee;  

nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee! 
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Order of Service 
 

Welcome 
 

Announcements & Prayer 
 

Hymn – Nearer My God To Thee 
 

Bible Reading- Habakkuk 1:1-11 
 

Hymn – What a Friend We have In Jesus 
 

Sermon – The Book of Habakkuk Survey.    
 

Hymn – All The Way My Saviour Leads Me 296 
 

 
 

A word on The Word 
 
 
“The longer you read the Bible, the more you will like it; it will 
grow sweeter and sweeter; and the more you get into the spirit of 
it, the more you will get into the spirit of Christ.” 
 
- William Romaine (Author and Pastor 1714 - 1795) 
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The Book of Habakkuk Survey. 

Sermon	Notes	
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176 words on 176 Verses. 
 

“Make me to understand the way of thy precepts: 
So shall I talk of thy wondrous works.” 

(Ps 119:27) 

 

What blessed truth this is; it is not the Church, it is not a School and neither is it 
any man through whom we gain understanding of the Scriptures, it is none 
other than through the very author himself that we gain understanding; “make 
me to understand thy precepts”. What marvelous wonder this is, to think that 
we do not need the great expense of the ‘best’ Colleges, nor to seek out the 
greatest and most popular pastor to make us understand the precepts of the 
Lord. And why should we cow down to such meager teachers as these, when 
we have the Lord of glory as our master and his spirit as our illuminator? 

How many are the passages that confirm this wonderful truth? The spirit within 
is our teacher (John 14:26), the Lord himself will teach his ways (Ps 25:8-9, Isa 
54:13), God the father is he who provides wisdom and understanding, even in 
the hope of our calling (Eph 1:17-18). 

But let’s not think this is all for naught, for our understanding compels us to 
joyfully speak of his wondrous works.  

 
Pr Edi Giudetti 
__________________________________________________________________ 

When	Was	the	Ice	Age	in	Biblical	History? 
 
by Dr. Andrew A. Snelling and Mike Matthews on April 1, 2013  
 

The Bible doesn’t say, “And then there was an Ice Age.” Yet it does give us the big 
picture of human history—as well as some critical details—which help us narrow 
down when the ice built up and then melted away. 

Note: There are a number of good biblical explanations to account for the Ice Age in 
Biblical history, the below article is but one of those. 

Just down the road from Cincinnati in the north central USA is Big Bone Lick, “the 
cradle of American paleontology.” The discovery of huge bones from mastodons, 
giant sloths, and other Ice Age creatures sparked the first scientific expedition to 
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collect vertebrate fossils in North America. In 1807 President Thomas Jefferson sent 
General William Clark (of “Lewis and Clark” fame) to gather bones and ship them to 
the White House. Among the treasures Clark found were spear points. 

After two centuries of research, we now have enough information to begin recreating 
scenes from the rise and fall of the Ice Age. As a massive ice sheet expanded over 
Canada, it drove out most living things, and then it continued to push south into the 
Ohio valley. Eventually, the heavy snows stopped and the earth warmed. Once the ice 
began to melt, animals returned to Big Bone Lick, along with spear-wielding humans. 
Museums worldwide depict similar scenes from this unique era. 

But it is still difficult to interpret the earth’s dynamic past based on present, slow 
processes. During the Ice Age the earth’s landscapes, forests, and grasslands bore 
little resemblance to our own. Indeed, the thick ice sheets drew so much water out of 
the ocean that large tracts of ocean floor became dry ground. Herds of animals 
wandered across a 1,000-mile-wide grassy plain that stretched from Asia across the 
Bering Strait to North America, and people actually lived in the lowlands between 
England and Europe. (Fishermen in the North Sea sometimes dredge up their stone 
tools, which look surprisingly similar to those found at Big Bone Lick!) 

Many pieces of the “Ice Age puzzle” remain unsolved, but one thing is sure. Based 
on the Bible, we can be certain that the changes occurred within just a few human 
generations—not over millions of years. What follows is only a benchmark based on 
our starting parameters. 

When	Did	the	Ice	Age	Begin?	

The Bible gives us many clues to help us nail down the real time frame of the Ice 
Age. For example, when did it begin? 

Bible Fact: Eight Generations from the Flood to Abraham 

The Bible gives us an inerrant chronology for marking historical events. It tells 
exactly how many human generations passed from the Flood to Abraham’s birth:  
God’s judgment occurred at Babel sometime during the days of Peleg, who was the 
fourth generation after the Flood (Genesis 10:25; see the timeline below). 

The Bible also reveals that humanity stayed at the plains around Babel until “from 
thence did the Lord scatter them abroad upon the face of all the earth” (Genesis 
11:9). This means that at least three generations passed between the Flood and the 
first appearance of humans in Africa, Asia, and Europe. Meanwhile, the animals on 
the Ark had already fulfilled God’s command to “abound on the earth, and be fruitful 
and multiply” (Genesis 8:17). 
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The Bible also tells us precisely how many years passed from Peleg’s birth to 
Abraham’s birth.  

According to the most-often used Hebrew version of the Old Testament (the 
Masoretic text), the total is 190 years. Each generation lasted about thirty years until 
Abraham’s father, Terah. He waited seventy years to have children, so you could say 
he waited two generations, making a total of either five or six generations from Babel 
to Abraham. 

With this information, can we set an approximate date for the start of the Ice Age? 

Geological	Fact:	Growth	of	Arctic	Ice	Sheets	

The “Ice Age” is an informal expression. So first it is necessary to define the term 
before discussing its timeline. 

In secular thinking the Ice Age does not refer to the first formation of ice on the 
planet. Indeed, forests grew on Antarctica and the Arctic before ice began to form. 
Drilling down through Antarctica’s ice sheet, scientists have found in sediment layers 
beneath the ice sheet fossils of a subtropical rainforest, complete with palm trees and 
macadamia trees. For these to grow, the land would have to be frost-free for a brief 
time after the Flood. 

As the earth cooled, however, grasslands expanded on the continent, while the forests 
changed to deciduous trees and tundra. Finally, the whole continent was covered by 
ice, which marked the beginning of the post-Flood cool-down. In the old-earth view, 
all this took place millions of years before the Ice Age and without a global Flood. 

The “Ice Age” actually refers only to the period when great ice sheets arose in the 
Northern Hemisphere, well after the Antarctic ice sheet had formed (see above map). 
The deposits from this time period—caused by moving ice and melting waters—are 
technically known as the Pleistocene. According to old-age assumptions about 
radiometric dating, the deposits were laid between 2.6 million years and 11,700 years 
ago (9,700 BC). As the term Ice Age is used in science publications, its end does not 
refer to the melting of the ice sheets, but to the rising world temperatures that started 
the dramatic and relentless retreat of the ice. 

Though this range is clearly not accurate because it lies outside the Bible’s total 
timeline of 6,000 years, several lines of evidence support the choice of the 
Pleistocene layers for the Ice Age. Anywhere that these layers have been tested by 
radiometric dating, the ages fall within this range. Also, the plants and animals 
associated with these layers fit the Pleistocene. Indeed, the woolly mammoth 
(Mammuthus primigenius) and the saber-tooth cat (Smilodon fatalis)—descendants of 
the original elephant and cat kinds on the Ark—first occur in these layers and 
disappear at the end of this time frame, except for a few holdouts on a remote Russian 
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island. (See “Why Were the Animals So Big?” p. 56, which discusses how the first 
elephant and cat kinds on the Ark might produce all this variety during the Ice Age.) 

Apart from Antarctica and a few high mountain chains, sediments deposited before 
the Ice Age do not show signs of cold-weather environments or ice sheet activity. 
Indeed, the world appears to have been a pretty balmy place until the Ice Age. 

Knowing these things, how can we use the human history described in the Bible to 
shed light on the Ice Age’s beginning? Well, for one thing, no human tools or fossils 
appear anywhere on the earth until found in deposits from the beginning of the Ice 
Age. (God appears to have wiped away all remains of pre-Flood man; see Genesis 
6:7.) Since their earliest remains suddenly appear throughout the Old World (Asia, 
Africa, and Europe), it appears that these are the people who scattered from Babel. 

It is reasonable to conclude that the start of the Ice Age roughly coincides with the 
Babel judgment. 

So it is reasonable to conclude that the start of the Ice Age in the Northern 
Hemisphere (the Pleistocene) roughly coincides with the Babel judgment, around a 
century or so after the Flood (perhaps 2250 BC). 

Who knows, perhaps the Ice Age was part of God’s plan to keep people from quickly 
resettling in one place again. The unpredictable climate would have made it difficult 
for anyone to settle down and raise seasonal crops in the years immediately following 
Babel’s dispersion.1 

                                                
1 https://answersingenesis.org/environmental-science/ice-age/when-was-the-ice-age-in-biblical-history/ 
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Words Of Hope 
 

 

STAND 

“Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment” (Ps. 1:5a).  

“Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall” (I Cor. 
10:12).  

“Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the 
wiles of the devil” (Eph. 6:11).  

“Epaphras, who is one of you, a servant of Christ, saluteth you, always 
labouring fervently for you in prayers, that ye may stand perfect and 
complete in all the will of God” (Col. 4:12).  

“By Silvanus, a faithful brother unto you, as I suppose, I have written 
briefly, exhorting, and testifying that this is the true grace of God wherein 
ye stand” (I Pet. 5:12). 

 Jesus said, “Behold, I stand at the door and knock: if any man hear my 
voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and 
he with me” (Rev. 3:20). 

GOLDEN THOUGHT 
Behold, I stand at the door and knock. 

 

 



	
10 

Devotion for Hope 
THE PILGRIM’S PROGRESS 

John Bunyan 
Continued. 

THE HILL OF DIFFICULTY 
PIETY. Come, good Christian, since we have been so loving to you, to receive you into our house 

this night, let us, if perhaps we may better ourselves thereby, talk with you of all things that have 
happened to you in your pilgrimage. 

CHR. With a very good will, and I am glad that you are so well disposed. 
PIETY. What moved you at first to betake yourself to a pilgrim’s life? 
CHR. I was driven out of my native country, by a dreadful sound that was in mine ears; to wit, 

that unavoidable destruction did attend me, if I abode in that country place where I was. 
PIETY. But how did it happen that you came out of your country this way? CHR. It was as God 

would have it; for when I was under the fears of destruction, I did not know whither to go; but by 
chance there came a man, even to me, as I was trembling and weeping, whose name is Evangelist, 
and he directed me to the wicket-gate, which else I should never have found, and so set me into the 
way that hath led me directly to this house. 

PIETY. But did you not come by the house of the Interpreter? 
CHR. Yes, and did see such things there, the remembrance of which will stick by me as long as I 

live; especially three things, to wit, how Christ, in despite of Satan, maintains His work of grace in 
the heart; how the man had sinned himself quite out of hopes of God’s mercy; and also the dream of 
him that thought in his sleep the day of judgment was come. 

PIETY. Why, did you hear him tell his dream? 
CHR. Yes, and a dreadful one it was. I thought it made my heart ache as he was telling of it; but 

yet I am glad I heard it. 
PIETY. Was that all that you saw at the house of the Interpreter? 
CHR. No; he took me and had me where he showed me a stately palace, and how the people were 

clad in gold that were in it; and how there came a venturous man and cut his way through the armed 
men that stood in the door to keep him out; and how he was bid to come in, and win eternal glory. 
Methought those things did ravish my heart! I would have staid at that good man’s house a 
twelvemonth, but that I knew I had further to go. 

PIETY. And what saw you else in the way? 
CHR. Saw! why, I went but a little further, and I saw one, as I thought in my mind, hang bleeding 

upon the tree; and the very sight of Him made my burden fall off my back (for I groaned under a very 
heavy burden), but then it fell down from off me. It was a strange thing to me, for I never saw such a 
thing before; yea, and while I stood looking up, for then I could not forbear looking, three Shining 
Ones came to me. One of them testified that my sins were forgiven me; another stripped me of my 
rags, and gave me this broidered coat which you see; and the third set the mark which you see in my 
forehead, and gave me this sealed roll. (And with that he plucked it out of his bosom). 

PIETY. But you saw more than this, did you not? 
CHR. The things that I have told you were the best, yet some other matters I saw, as, namely, I 

saw three men, Simple, Sloth, and Presumption, lie asleep a little out of the way, as I came, with irons 
upon their heels; but do you think I could awake them? I also saw Formality and Hypocrisy come 
tumbling over the wall, to go, as they pretended, to Zion, but they were quickly lost, even as I myself 
did tell them; but they would not believe. But above all, I found it hard work to get up this hill, and 
as hard to come by the lions’ mouths; and truly if it had not been for the good man, the porter that 
stands at the gate, I do not know but that after all I might have gone back again; but now, I thank God 
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I am here, and I thank you for receiving of me. 
Then Prudence thought good to ask him a few questions, and desired his answer to them. 
PRUD. Do you not think sometimes of the country from whence you came? 
CHR. Yes, but with much shame and detestation: “truly if I had been mindful of that country from 

whence I came out, I might have had opportunity to have returned; but now I desire a better country, 
that is, an heavenly” (Heb. 11:15, 16). 

PRUD. Do you not yet bear away with you some of the things that then you were conversant 
withal? 

CHR. Yes, but greatly against my will; especially my inward and carnal cogitations, with which 
all my countrymen, as well as myself, were delighted; but now all those things are my grief; and 
might I but choose mine own things, I would choose never to think of those things more; but when I 
would be doing of that which is best, that which is worst is with me (Rom. 7). 

PRUD. Do you not find sometimes, as if those things were vanquished, which at other times are 
your perplexity? 

CHR. Yes, but that is but seldom; but they are to me golden hours, in which such things happen 
to me. 

PRUD. Can you remember by what means you find your annoyances, at times, as if they were 
vanquished? 

CHR. Yes; when I think what I saw at the cross, that will do it; and when I look upon my broidered 
coat, that will do it; also when I look into the roll that I carry in my bosom, that will do it; and when 
my thoughts wax warm about whither I am going, that will do it. 

PRUD. And what is it that makes you so desirous to go to Mount Zion? 
CHR. Why, there I hope to see Him alive that did hang dead on the cross; and there I hope to be 

rid of all those things that to this day are in me an annoyance to me; there, they say, there is no death; 
and there I shall dwell with such company as I like best (Isa. 25:8; Rev. 21:4). For, to tell you truth, 
I love Him, because I was by Him eased of my burden; and I am weary of my inward sickness. I 
would fain be where I shall die no more, and with the company that shall continually cry, “Holy, holy, 
holy.” 

Then said Charity to Christian, Have you a family? Are you a married man? 
CHR. I have a wife and four small children. 
CHAR. And why did you not bring them along with you? 
CHR. Then Christian wept, and said, O how willingly would I have done it! but they were all of 

them utterly averse to my going on pilgrimage. 
CHAR. But you should have talked to them, and have endeavoured to have shown them the danger 

of being behind. 
CHR. So I did; and told them also what God had shown to me of the destruction of our city; “but 

I seemed to them as one that mocked,” and they believed me not (Gen. 19:14). 
CHAR. And did you pray to God that He would bless your counsel to them? 
CHR. Yes, and that with much affection; for you must think that my wife and poor children were 

very dear unto me. 
CHAR. But did you tell them of your own sorrow, and fear of destruction? for I suppose that 

destruction was visible enough to you. 
CHR. Yes, over, and over, and over. They might also see my fears in my countenance, in my 

tears, and also in my trembling under the apprehension of the judgment that did hang over our heads; 
but all was not sufficient to prevail with them to come with me. 

CHAR. But what could they say for themselves, why they came not? 
CHR. Why, my wife was afraid of losing this world, and my children were given to the foolish 

delights of youth; so what by one thing, and what by another, they left me to wander in this manner 
alone. 

CHAR. But did you not, with your vain life, damp all that you by words used by way of persuasion 
to bring them away with you? 

CHR. Indeed, I cannot commend my life; for I am conscious to myself of many failings therein; 
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I know also, that a man by his conversation may soon overthrow, what by argument or persuasion he 
doth labour to fasten upon others for their good. Yet this I can say, I was very wary of giving them 
occasion, by any unseemly action, to make them averse to going on pilgrimage. Yea, for this very 
thing, they would tell me I was too precise, and that I denied myself of things, for their sakes, in 
which they saw no evil. Nay, I think I may say, that if what they saw in me did hinder them, it was 
my great tenderness in sinning against God, or of doing any wrong to my neighbour. 

CHAR. Indeed Cain hated his brother, “because his own works were evil, and his brother’s 
righteous” (1 John 3:12); and if thy wife and children have been offended with thee for this, they 
thereby show themselves to be implacable to good, and “thou hast delivered thy soul from their blood” 
(Ezek. 3:19).2 

….To be continued. 

Announcements and Things to Come 
 
 

Studies and Encouragements. 
 

• Communion, 1st Sunday of every month (Next Week).  
• Prayer meeting / Bible Study (The Acts of the Apostles). Every 

Wednesday Night 7:30pm See Br Kest or Pr Edi for details. 
• Christmas Carols Dinner. Sunday 17th December 5:30pm. Speaker 

Pr Jamil Sarraf. RSVP Strictly by 10th December. 
• Senior Camp Monday 8th Jan to 12th Jan. Alexander adventure 

resort. Ages 13 to 19yrs. “Dealing with Life’s Dangers” 
• Junior Camp Monday 15th Jan to 19th Jan. Alexander Adventure 

Resort. Ages 8 to 12 yrs. “The Kingdom of Choices”. 

 
• Prayer & Praise List 

Missionaries 
Sunbury 
Government  

The Gospel to Friends/Family 
Christian Persecution. 

 

                                                
2 Bunyan, J. (2006). The Pilgrim’s Progress (Vol. 3, pp. 107–110). Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible 
Software. 


