
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Welcome to Hope Baptist Church 
 

Sunday 19th of November 2017 
 
 

531 Elizabeth Dr Sunbury 
Service Sundays 10:30am today  

 
www.hopebc.org.au 

“For whatsoever things where written 
aforetime were written for our learning, that 

we through patience and comfort of the 
scriptures might have hope”.  

Romans 15:4 
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Hymn	To	Remember	
Nearer	My	God	To	Thee	357		

Author: H.D. Ganse 1822- 1891 & Sarah Flower Adams 1805-1848 
Circa: 1841 

Scriptures: Gen 28:10-22, Ps 73:28, Isa 55:6, Heb 1:14. 
 

 

1 Nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee!  
E'en though it be a cross that raiseth me,  

still all my song shall be,  
nearer, my God, to thee;  

nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee! 

2 Though like the wanderer, the sun gone down,  
darkness be over me, my rest a stone;  

yet in my dreams I'd be  
nearer, my God, to thee;  

nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee! 

3 There let the way appear, steps unto heaven;  
all that thou sendest me, in mercy given;  

angels to beckon me  
nearer, my God, to thee;  

nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee! 

4 Then, with my waking thoughts bright with thy praise,  
out of my stony griefs Bethel I'll raise;  

so by my woes to be  
nearer, my God, to thee;  

nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee! 

5 Or if, on joyful wing cleaving the sky,  
sun, moon, and stars forgot, upward I fly,  

still all my song shall be,  
nearer, my God, to thee;  

nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee! 

 
 
 

Order of Service 
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Welcome 
 

Announcements & Prayer 
 

Hymn – Nearer My God To Thee 
 

Bible Reading  Nahum 1:1-7 
 

Hymn – Never Alone 281 
 

Sermon – The Book of Nahum Survey.    
 

Hymn – Blessed Assurance 255 
 

 
 

A word on The Word 
 
 
“There can be no falsehood anywhere in the literal sense of Holy 
Scripture.” 
 
- Thomas Aquinas 
 
 
 

 
 

The Book of Nahum Survey. 
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Sermon	Notes	
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176 words on 176 Verses. 
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“I have declared my ways, and thou heardest me: 
Teach me thy statutes” 

(Ps 119:26) 

 

As with the last verse the psalmist has declared his ways, he spoke and made 
clear that his soul cleaves to the dust, that his soul breaks for its longing of the 
word of God, that his eyes are blind to the wondrous things of the law. Many 
more we’ll see are the declarations of the ways of the Psalmist.  

Like each of us he is imperfect, like many of us he has declared his ways to the 
Lord and the Lord heard him, but unlike many of us the Psalmist desires 
nothing more than to be taught the statutes of the Lord. It is his highest goal, his 
greatest desire, it is the true longing of his life to know the word of God, why? 

Because it is through the Word of God that he comes to know his Saviour (2 
Sam 22:3), through scripture that he comes to greater understanding than his 
teachers (Ps 119:99), through the Bible that he is changed and perfected (2 Tim 
3:16-17), finally it is through the statutes of God that he is transformed into his 
likeness (Ps 17:15).  

 
Pr Edi Giudetti 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 

FLOOD	LEGENDS	
The	Significance	of	a	World	of	Stories	Based	on	Truth	

 
by Dr. Monty White  
 

There are hundreds of stories and legends about a worldwide flood. Why 
do diverse cultures share a strikingly similar story? 

Did you know that stories about a worldwide flood are found in historic 
records all over the world? According to Dr. Duane Gish in his popular 
book Dinosaurs by Design, there are more than 270 such stories, most of 
which share a common theme and similar characters. So many flood 
stories with such similarities surely come from the Flood of Noah’s day.  
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A	Historical	Event	

The worldwide catastrophic Flood, recorded in the book of Genesis, was a 
real event that affected real people. In fact, those people carried the 
knowledge of this event with them when they spread to the ends of the 
earth.  

Stories of the Flood—distorted though they may be—exist in practically 
all nations, from ancient Babylon onward.  
The Bible declares that the earth-covering cataclysm of Noah’s day is an 
obvious fact of history. People “willingly are ignorant [that] . . . the world 
that then was, being overflowed with water, perished” (2 Peter 3:5–6). 
This Flood left many evidences, from the fact that over 70% of the rocks 
on continents were laid down by water and contain fossils, to the 
widespread flood legends. Both of these evidences provide compelling 
support for this historical event. 

If only eight people—Noah’s family—survived the Flood, we would 
expect there to be historical evidence of a worldwide flood. If you think 
about it, the evidence would be historical records in the nations of the 
world, and this is what we have, as the chart [below] indicates. Stories of 
the Flood—distorted though they may be—exist in practically all nations, 
from ancient Babylon onward. This evidence must not be lightly 
dismissed. If there never was a worldwide Flood, then why are there so 
many stories about it? 

From	Generation	to	Generation	

The reason for these flood stories is not difficult to understand. When we 
turn to the history book of the universe, the Bible, we learn that Noah’s 
descendants stayed together for approximately 100 years, until God 
confused their languages at Babel (Genesis 11:1–9). As these people 
moved away from Babel, their descendants formed nations based primarily 
on the languages they shared in common. Through those languages, the 
story of the Flood was shared, until it became embedded in their cultural 
history.  
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Similar	Stories	

Hawaiians have a flood story that tells of a time when, long after the death 
of the first man, the world became a wicked, terrible place. Only one good 
man was left, and his name was Nu-u. He made a great canoe with a house 
on it and filled it with animals. In this story, the waters came up over all 
the earth and killed all the people; only Nu-u and his family were saved.  

Another flood story is from China. It records that Fuhi, his wife, three 
sons, and three daughters escaped a great flood and were the only people 
alive on earth. After the great flood, they repopulated the world.  

As the story of the Flood was verbally passed from one generation to the 
next, some aspects would have been lost or altered. And this is what has 
happened, as we can see from the chart. However, as seen in the given 
examples, each story shares remarkable similarities to the account of Noah 
in the Bible. This is true even in some of the details, such as the name Nu-
u in the Hawaiian flood story. “Nu-u” is very similar to “Noah.”  

What	These	Stories	Mean	

God clearly sent a worldwide Flood to punish humankind for their evil and 
corrupt ways (Genesis 6:5, 11). Even though Flood-affirming evidence 
from geology and other areas of study is abundant, we don’t need this 
evidence to know what happened. Starting with the Bible and the history 
that God faithfully recorded there, Christians have a tool to interpret the 
evidence that evolutionists and non-Christians do not. We have the record 
of what happened, from the One who was there. 

Global	flood	traditions	

Dr. Duane Gish, in Dinosaurs by Design, says there are more than 270 
stories from different cultures around the world about a devastating flood. 
This chart shows the similarities that several myths have with the Genesis 
account of Noah’s Flood. Although there are varying degrees of accuracy, 
these legends and stories all contain similarities to aspects of the same 
historical event—Noah’s Flood.1 

                                                
1 https://answersingenesis.org/the-flood/flood-legends/flood-legends/  
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TABLE OF ANCIENT FLOOD RECORDS 

How is it that so many nations have an ancient historical record of the 
same event as described in the Bible and well before the first century AD? 
Where do these accounts come from? 

Could they be a tradition handed down from generation to generation? 

How are we to respond with so many witnesses outside of the Bible? 

 

 

 

Chart adapted from B.C. Nelson, The Deluge Story in Stone, Appendix 11, Flood Traditions, Figure 
38, Augsburg, Minneapolis, 1931. 
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Words Of Hope 
 

 

VINE 

 

“Thou hast brought a vine out of Egypt: thou hast cast out the heathen, 
and planted it” (Ps. 80:8).  

“But they shall sit every man under his vine and under his fig tree; and 
none shall make them afraid: for the mouth of the Lord of hosts hath 
spoken it” (Mic. 4:4).  

Jesus said, “I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. Every 
branch in me that beareth not fruit … he purgeth it, that it may bring forth 
more fruit” (John 15:1–2).  

“Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except 
it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. I am the vine, 
ye are the branches” (John 15:4–5a). 

 

GOLDEN THOUGHT 
I am the Vine; you are the branches. 

 

 



	
10 

Devotion for Hope 
THE PILGRIM’S PROGRESS 

John Bunyan 
Continued. 

THE HILL OF DIFFICULTY 

 
Now by this time he was come to the arbour again, where for a while he sat down 

and wept; but at last, as Christian would have it, looking sorrowfully down under the 
settle, there he espied his roll; the which he, with trembling and haste, catched up, and 
put it into his bosom. But who can tell how joyful this man was when he had gotten his 
roll again! for this roll was the assurance of his life and acceptance at the desired haven. 
Therefore he laid it up in his bosom, gave thanks to God for directing his eye to the 
place where it lay, and with joy and tears betook himself again to his journey. But O 
how nimbly now did he go up the rest of the hill! Yet, before be got up, the sun went 
down upon Christian; and this made him again recall the vanity of his sleeping to his 
remembrance; and thus he again began to condole with himself. O thou sinful sleep! 
how, for thy sake am I like to be benighted in my journey! I must walk without the sun; 
darkness must cover the path of my feet; and I must hear the noise of the doleful 
creatures, because of my sinful sleep (1 Thess. 5:6, 7). Now also he remembered the 
story that Mistrust and Timorous told him of, how they were frighted with the sight of 
the lions. Then said Christian to himself again, These beasts range in the night for their 
prey; and if they should meet with me in the dark, how should I shift them? How should 
I escape being by them torn in pieces? Thus he went on his way. But while he was thus 
bewailing his unhappy miscarriage, he lift up his eyes, and behold there was a very 
stately palace before him, the name of which was Beautiful; and it stood just by the 
highway side. 

So I saw in my dream, that he made haste and went forward, that if possible he 
might get lodging there. Now before he had gone far, be entered into a very narrow 
passage, which was about a furlong off of the porter’s lodge; and looking very narrowly 
before him as he went, he espied two lions in the way. Now, thought he, I see the 
dangers that Mistrust and Timorous were driven back by. (The lions were chained, but 
he saw not the chains). Then he was afraid, and thought also himself to go back after 
them, for he thought nothing but death was before him. But the porter at the lodge, 
whose name is Watchful, perceiving that Christian made a halt as if he would go back, 
cried unto him, saying, Is thy strength so small? (Mark 13:34–37). Fear not the lions, 
for they are chained, and are placed there for trial of faith where it is, and for discovery 
of those that have none. Keep in the midst of the path, and no hurt shall come unto 
thee. 

Then I saw that he went on, trembling for fear of the lions, but taking good heed to 
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the directions of the porter; he heard them roar, but they did him no harm. Then he 
clapped his hands, and went on till he came and stood before the gate, where the porter 
was. Then said Christian to the porter, Sir, what house is this? and may I lodge here 
tonight? The porter answered, This house was built by the Lord of the hill, and He built 
it for the relief and security of pilgrims. The porter also asked whence he was, and 
whither he was going. 

CHR. I am come from the City of Destruction, and am going to Mount Zion; but 
because the sun is now set, I desire, if I may, to lodge here tonight. 

POR. What is your name? 
CHR. My name is now Christian, but my name at the first was Graceless; I came of 

the race of Japheth, whom God will persuade to dwell in the tents of Shem (Gen. 9:27). 
POR. But how doth it happen that you come so late? The sun is set. 
CHR. I had been here sooner, but that, “wretched man that I am!” I slept in the 

arbour that stands on the hill side; nay, I had, notwithstanding that, been here much 
sooner, but that, in my sleep, I lost my evidence, and came without it to the brow of the 
hill; and then feeling for it, and finding it not, I was forced, with sorrow of heart, to go 
back to the place where I slept my sleep, where I found it, and now I am come. 

POR. Well, I will call out one of the virgins of this place, who will, if she likes your 
talk, bring you in to the rest of the family, according to the rules of the house. So 
Watchful, the porter, rang a bell, at the sound of which came out at the door of the 
house, a grave and beautiful damsel, named Discretion, and asked why she was called. 

The porter answered, This man is in a journey from the City of Destruction to Mount 
Zion, but being weary and benighted, he asked me if he might lodge here tonight; so I 
told him I would call for thee, who, after discourse had with him, mayest do as seemeth 
thee good, even according to the law of the house. 

Then she asked him whence he was, and whither he was going; and he told her. She 
asked him also how he got into the way; and he told her. Then she asked him what he 
had seen and met with in the way; and he told her. And last she asked his name; so he 
said, It is Christian, and I have so much the more a desire to lodge here tonight, because, 
by what I perceive, this place was built by the Lord of the hill, for the relief and security 
of pilgrims. So she smiled, but the water stood in her eyes; and after a little pause, she 
said, I will call forth two or three more of the family. So she ran to the door, and called 
out Prudence, Piety, and Charity, who, after a little more discourse with him, had him 
into the family; and many of them meeting him at the threshold of the house, said, 
“Come in, thou blessed of the Lord”; this house was built by the Lord of the hill, on 
purpose to entertain such pilgrims in. Then he bowed his head, and followed them into 
the house. So when he was come in and sat down, they gave him something to drink, 
and consented together, that until supper was ready, some of them should have some 
particular discourse with Christian, for the best improvement of time; and they 
appointed Piety, and Prudence, and Charity to discourse with him; and thus they 
began:2 

….To be continued. 

                                                
2 Bunyan, J. (2006). The Pilgrim’s Progress (Vol. 3, pp. 106–107).  
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Announcements and Things to Come 
 
 

Studies and Encouragements. 
 

• Communion, 1st Sunday of every month.  
• Prayer meeting / Bible Study (The Acts of the Apostles). Every 

Wednesday Night 7:30pm See Br Kest or Pr Edi for details. 
• Christmas Carols Dinner. Sunday 17th December 5:30pm. Speaker 

Pr Jamil Sarraf. RSVP Strictly by 10th December. 
• Senior Camp Monday 8th Jan to 12th Jan. Alexander adventure 

resort. Ages 13 to 19yrs. “Dealing with Life’s Dangers” 
• Junior Camp Monday 15th Jan to 19th Jan. Alexander Adventure 

Resort. Ages 8 to 12 yrs. “The Kingdom of Choices”. 

 
• Prayer & Praise List 

Missionaries 
Sunbury 
Government  

The Gospel to Friends/Family 
Christian Persecution. 

 


