
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Welcome to Hope Baptist Church 
 

Sunday 12th of November 2017 
 
 

531 Elizabeth Dr Sunbury 
Service Sundays 10:30am today  

 
www.hopebc.org.au 

“For whatsoever things where written 
aforetime were written for our learning, that 

we through patience and comfort of the 
scriptures might have hope”.  

Romans 15:4 



	
2 

Hymn	To	Remember	
Nearer	My	God	To	Thee	357		

Author: H.D. Ganse 1822- 1891 & Sarah Flower Adams 1805-1848 
Circa: 1841 

Scriptures: Gen 28:10-22, Ps 73:28, Isa 55:6, Heb 1:14. 
 

 

1 Nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee!  
E'en though it be a cross that raiseth me,  

still all my song shall be,  
nearer, my God, to thee;  

nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee! 

2 Though like the wanderer, the sun gone down,  
darkness be over me, my rest a stone;  

yet in my dreams I'd be  
nearer, my God, to thee;  

nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee! 

3 There let the way appear, steps unto heaven;  
all that thou sendest me, in mercy given;  

angels to beckon me  
nearer, my God, to thee;  

nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee! 

4 Then, with my waking thoughts bright with thy praise,  
out of my stony griefs Bethel I'll raise;  

so by my woes to be  
nearer, my God, to thee;  

nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee! 

5 Or if, on joyful wing cleaving the sky,  
sun, moon, and stars forgot, upward I fly,  

still all my song shall be,  
nearer, my God, to thee;  

nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee! 

 
 
 

Order of Service 
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Welcome 
 

Announcements & Prayer 
 

Hymn – Nearer My God To Thee 
 

Bible Reading  Micah 6:1-8 
 

Hymn – All The Way My Saviour Leads Me 296 
 

Sermon – The Book of Micah Survey.    
 

Hymn – Higher Ground 308 
 

 
A word on The Word 

 
 
“I must know my Bible practically. I am to “know the truth”, but I 
must also “walk in the truth”. In fact, I do not really know any 
truth unless I walk in it. If ignorant of the word of God I am likely 
to pray for many things that are not in harmony with the Lords 
mind, or that would not be helpful to my spiritual progress, or be 
honouring to God. The better I know my Bible, and the more 
careful I am to obey its precepts, the better I shall be able to pray. 
 
- H. A. Ironside 
 

The Book of Micah Survey. 
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Sermon	Notes	
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176 words on 176 Verses. 
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“My soul cleaveth unto the dust: 
Quicken thou me according to thy word.” 

 (Ps 119:25) 

 

So too does the Psalmist refer to his lot in this world, elsewhere he speaks to his 
lot as that of a worm and no man (Ps 22:6), he knows the Lords words to Adam 
as from dust he came and to dust will he go (Ps 104:29, see also Eccl 3:20), of 
Paul the apostle who speaks of his lot as nothing but wretched (Rom 7:24). This 
is that which all those born of God now see themselves. Far from thinking 
themselves ‘holier than thou’, no, they think rightly, that they are dust. 

It is true we never see the sweet Psalmist of Israel speak of himself more highly 
than he ought to think. He knows his low estate, even more low when he 
compares himself to the God. Without the Lord he is but a dead man. 

But life is what he desires, “Quicken thou me” make me alive, though my soul 
cleaves to the dust, yet you can make me to live, you add value, let it be done 
“according to thy word”. We are reminded that the words he speaks to us are 
indeed life (John 6:63), our life in him.   

 
Pr Edi Giudetti 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 

High And Dry Sea Creatures 
by Dr. Andrew A. Snelling on December 7, 2007  
 

Fossils of sea creatures are found in rock layers high above sea level. This is just one more evidence 
of the truth of God’s Word. 

If the Genesis Flood, as described in Genesis 7 and 8, really occurred, what evidence would we 
expect to find?  

After we read in Genesis 7 that all the high hills and the mountains were covered by water, and all 
air-breathing life on the land was swept away and perished, the answer to the question above should 
be obvious. Wouldn’t we expect to find rock layers all over the earth that are filled with billions of 
dead animals and plants that were rapidly buried and fossilized in sand, mud, and lime? Of course, 
and that’s exactly what we find.  
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Marine	Fossils	High	above	Sea	Level	

It is beyond dispute among geologists that on every continent we find fossils of sea creatures in 
rock layers which today are high above sea level. For example, we find marine fossils in most of the 
rock layers in Grand Canyon. This includes the topmost layer in the sequence, the Kaibab 
Limestone exposed at the rim of the canyon, which today is approximately 7,000–8,000 feet 
(2,130–2,440 m) above sea level. Though at the top of the sequence, this limestone must have been 
deposited beneath ocean waters loaded with lime sediment that swept over northern Arizona (and 
beyond).  

Other rock layers exposed in Grand Canyon also contain large numbers of marine fossils. The best 
example is the Redwall Limestone, which commonly contains fossil brachiopods (a clam-like 
organism), corals, bryozoans (lace corals), crinoids (sea lilies), bivalves (types of clams), 
gastropods (marine snails), trilobites, cephalopods, and even fish teeth. 

These marine fossils are found haphazardly preserved in this limestone bed. The crinoids, for 
example, are found with their columnals (disks) totally separated from one another, while in life 
they are stacked on top of one another to make up their “stems.” 
Thus, these marine creatures were catastrophically destroyed and 
buried in this lime sediment. 

Fossil ammonites (coiled marine cephalopods) like this one are 
found in limestone beds high in the Himalayas of Nepal. How did 
marine fossils get thousands of feet above sea level? 

Marine fossils are also found high in the Himalayas, the world’s 
tallest mountain range, reaching up to 29,029 feet (8,848 m) above 
sea level. For example, fossil ammonites (coiled marine 
cephalopods) are found in limestone beds in the Himalayas of Nepal. 
All geologists agree that ocean waters must have buried these marine fossils in these limestone 
beds. So how did these marine limestone beds get high up in the Himalayas?  

The	Explanation	

There is only one possible explanation for this phenomenon—the ocean waters at some time in the 
past flooded over the continents.  

Could the continents have then sunk below today’s sea level, so that the ocean waters flooded over 
them?  

No! The continents are made up of lighter rocks that are less dense than the rocks on the ocean floor 
and rocks in the mantle beneath the continents. The continents, in fact, have an automatic tendency 
to rise, and thus “float” on the mantle rocks beneath, well above the ocean floor rocks. This explains 
why the continents today have such high elevations compared to the deep ocean floor, and why the 
ocean basins can hold so much water.  

There had to be two mechanisms for the sea level to rise. First, water was added to the ocean. 
Second, the ocean floor itself rose. So there must be another way to explain how the oceans covered 
the continents. The sea level had to rise, so that the ocean waters then flooded up onto—and over—
the continents. What would have caused that to happen?  
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There had to be, in fact, two mechanisms.  

First, if water were added to the ocean, then the sea level would rise.  

Scientists are currently monitoring the melting of the polar ice caps because the extra water would 
cause the sea level to rise and flood coastal communities.  

The Bible suggests a source of the extra water. In Genesis 7:11 , as well as a deluge of rain never 
before seen, we read that at the initiation of the Flood all the fountains of the great deep were 
broken up. In other words, the earth’s crust was split open all around the globe and water apparently 
burst forth as fountains from inside the earth. We then read in Genesis 7:24–8:2 that these fountains 
were open for 150 days. No wonder the ocean volume increased so much that the ocean waters 
flooded over the continents.  

Second, if the ocean floor itself rose, it would then have effectively “pushed” up the sea level.  

The Bible suggests a source of this rising sea floor: molten rock.  

The catastrophic breakup of the earth’s crust, referred to in Genesis 7:11, would not only have 
released huge volumes of water from inside the earth, but much molten rock.  The ocean floors 
would have been effectively replaced by hot lavas. Being less dense than the original ocean floors, 
these hot lavas would have had an expanded thickness, so the new ocean floors would have 
effectively risen, raising the sea level by more than 3,500 feet (1,067 m). Because today’s 
mountains had not yet formed, and it is likely the pre-Flood hills and mountains were nowhere near 
as high as today’s mountains, a sea level rise of over 3,500 feet would have been sufficient to 

inundate the pre-Flood continental land surfaces.  

Toward the end of the Flood, when the molten rock 
cooled and the ocean floors sank, the sea level would 
have fallen and the waters would have drained off the 
continents into new, deeper ocean basins.  

The Ocean Floor Rises 

Marine Life Originally Lives in the Ocean (top) 
Marine creatures obviously live in the ocean (A). For 
these creatures to be deposited on the continents, the 
sea level had to rise. 

The Ocean Crust Is Heated and Expands (middle) 
(1)During Noah’s Flood molten rock was released 
from inside the earth and began replacing the original 
ocean crust. The ocean crust was effectively replaced 
by hot lavas. (2)Because of the hot molten rock, the 

ocean crust became less dense and expanded. (3)The molten rock displaced and pushed the original 
ocean crust below the continent. (A)The sea level rose more than 3,500 feet (1,067 m) and marine 
creatures were carried onto the continent, buried in sediments, and fossilized. 

Marine Life Remains on the Continent (bottom) 
Toward the end of the Flood, the ocean crust cooled and the ocean floor sank. As the waters drained 
off the continents, the sea level would have fallen, leaving marine fossils (A) above sea level on the 
continents. 
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Conclusion	

The fossilized sea creatures and plants found in rock layers thousands of feet above sea level are 
thus silent testimonies to the ocean waters that flooded over the continents, carrying billions of sea 
creatures, which were then buried in the sediments these ocean waters deposited. This is how 
billions of dead marine creatures were buried in rock layers all over the earth.  

We know that the cataclysmic Genesis Flood was an actual event in history because God tells us so 
in His record, the Bible. Now we can also see persuasive evidences that support what the Bible has 
so clearly taught all along.  

In the next article in this special geology series, we will look in detail at the geologic evidence that 
plants and animals were rapidly buried by the Flood waters described in Genesis 7–8.  

Words Of Hope 
 

STABLISH 

“Stablish thy word unto thy servant, who is devoted to thy fear” (Ps. 119:38).  

“To the end he may stablish your hearts unblameable in holiness before God, 
even our Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints”       
(I Thess. 3:13). 

 “Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God, even our Father … comfort 
your hearts, and stablish you in every good word and work” (II Thess. 2:16–17).  

“But the Lord is faithful, who shall stablish you, and keep you from evil” (II 
Thess. 3:3).  

“Be ye also patient; stablish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord draweth 
nigh” (James 5:8).  

“But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ 
Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, 
settle you” (I Pet. 5:10). 

GOLDEN THOUGHT 
Our Lord shall stablish you and keep you from evil. 
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Devotion for Hope 
THE PILGRIM’S PROGRESS 

John Bunyan 
Continued. 

THE HILL OF DIFFICULTY 

I beheld, then, that they all went on till they came to the foot of the Hill Difficulty; at 
the bottom of which was a spring. There were also in the same place two other ways 
besides that which came straight from the gate; one turned to the left hand, and the 
other to the right, at the bottom of the hill; but the narrow way lay right up the hill, and 
the name of the going up the side of the hill is called Difficulty. Christian now went to 
the spring, and drank thereof, to refresh himself (Isa. 49:10), and then began to go up 
the hill, saying— 

“The hill, though high, I covet to ascend, 
The difficulty will not me offend; 
For I perceive the way to life lies here. 
Come, pluck up heart, let’s neither faint nor fear; 
Better, though difficult, the right way to go, 
Than wrong, though easy, where the end is Woe.” 

The other two also came to the foot of the hill; but when they saw that the hill was 
steep and high, and that there were two other ways to go; and supposing also that these 
two ways might meet again, with that up which Christian went, on the other side of the 
hill; therefore they were resolved to go in those ways. Now the name of one of those 
ways was Danger, and the name of the other Destruction. So the one took the way 
which is called Danger, which led him into a great wood, and the other took directly 
up the way to Destruction, which led him into a wide field, full of dark mountains, 
where he stumbled and fell, and rose no more. 

I looked, then, after Christian, to see him go up the hill, where I perceived he fell 
from running to going, and from going to clambering upon his hands and his knees, 
because of the steepness of the place. Now, about the midway to the top of the hill was 
a pleasant arbour, made by the Lord of the hill for the refreshing of weary travelers; 
thither, therefore, Christian got, where also he sat down to rest him. Then he pulled his 
roll out of his bosom, and read therein to his comfort; he also now began afresh to take 
a review of the coat or garment that was given him as he stood by the cross. Thus 
pleasing himself awhile, he at last fell into a slumber, and thence into a fast sleep, which 
detained him in that place until it was almost night; and in his sleep his roll fell out of 
his hand.61 Now, as he was sleeping, there came one to him, and awaked him, saying, 
“Go to the ant, thou sluggard; consider her ways, and be wise” (Prov. 6:6). And with 
that Christian suddenly started up, and sped him on his way, and went apace, till be 
came to the top of the hill. 
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Now, when he was got up to the top of the hill, there came two men running to meet 
him amain; the name of the one was Timorous, and of the other Mistrust; to whom 
Christian said, Sirs, what’s the matter? You run the wrong way. Timorous answered, 
that they were going to the City of Zion, and had got up that difficult place; but, said 
he, the further we go, the more danger we meet with; wherefore we turned, and are 
going back again. 

Yes, said Mistrust, for just before us lie a couple of lions in the way, whether 
sleeping or waking we know not, and we could not think, if we came within reach, but 
they would presently pull us in pieces. 

CHR. Then said Christian, You make me afraid, but whither shall I fly to be safe? 
If I go back to mine own country, that is prepared for fire and brimstone, and I shall 
certainly perish there. If I can get to the Celestial City, I am sure to be in safety there. 
I must venture. To go back is nothing but death; to go forward is fear of death, and life 
everlasting beyond it. I will yet go forward. So Mistrust and Timorous ran down the 
hill, and Christian went on his way. But, thinking again of what he heard from the men, 
be felt in his bosom for his roll, that he might read therein, and be comforted; but he 
felt, and found it not. Then was Christian in great distress, and knew not what to do; 
for he wanted that which used to relieve him, and that which should have been his pass 
into the Celestial City. Here, therefore, he began to be much perplexed, and knew not 
what to do.64 At last, he bethought himself, that he had slept in the arbour that is on the 
side of the hill; and, falling down upon his knees, he asked God’s forgiveness for that 
his foolish act, and then went back to look for his roll. But all the way he went back, 
who can sufficiently set forth the sorrow of Christian’s heart! Sometimes he sighed, 
sometimes he wept, and oftentimes he chid himself for being so foolish to fall asleep 
in that place, which was erected only for a little refreshment for his weariness. Thus 
therefore he went back, carefully looking on this side, and on that, all the way as he 
went, if happily he might find his roll, that had been his comfort so many times in his 
journey. He went thus, till he came again within sight of the arbour where he sat and 
slept; but that sight renewed his sorrow the more, by bringing again, even afresh, his 
evil of sleeping into his mind (Rev. 2:5; 1 Thess. 5:7, 8). Thus, therefore, he now went 
on bewailing his sinful sleep, saying, “O wretched man that I am!” that I should sleep 
in the day time! that I should sleep in the midst of difficulty! that I should so indulge 
the flesh, as to use that rest for ease to my flesh, which the Lord of the hill hath erected 
only for the relief of the spirits of pilgrims! 

How many steps have I took in vain! Thus it happened to Israel, for their sin; they 
were sent back again by the way of the Red Sea; and I am made to tread those steps 
with sorrow, which I might have trod with delight, had it not been for this sinful sleep. 
How far might I have been on my way by this time! I am made to tread those steps 
thrice over, which I needed not to have trod but once; yea, now also I am like to be 
benighted, for the day is almost spent. O that I had not slept!1 

….To be continued. 

	
                                                
1 Bunyan, J. (2006). The Pilgrim’s Progress (Vol. 3, pp. 104–106).  
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Missionaries	Of	Hope	
GEORGE MULLER 

THE NEW BIRTH AND THE NEW LIFE 

CHAPTER 2 
We see stones and timbers brought to a building site—the stones from different 

quarries and the timbers from various shops—and different workmen have been busy 
upon them at times and places which forbade all conscious contact or cooperation. 
The conditions oppose all preconcerted action, and yet, without chipping or cutting, 
stone fits stone, and timber fits timber—tenons and mortises, and proportions and 
dimensions, all corresponding so that when the building is complete it is as perfectly 
proportioned and as accurately fitted as though it had been all prepared in one 
workshop and put together in advance as a test. In such circumstances no sane man 
would doubt that one presiding mind—one architect and master builder—had 
planned that structure, however many were the quarries and workshops and labourers. 

And so it is with this life-story we are writing. The materials to be built into one 
structure of service were from a thousand sources and moulded into form by many 
hands, but there was a mutual fitness and a common adaptation to the end in view 
which prove that He whose mind and plan span the ages had a supreme purpose to 
which all human agents were unconsciously tributary. The awe of this vision of 
God’s workmanship will grow upon us as we look beneath and behind the mere 
human occurrences to see the divine Hand shaping and building together all these 
seemingly disconnected events and experiences into one life-work. 

For example, what have we found to be the initial step and stage in George 
Müller’s spiritual history? In a little gathering of believers, where for the first time he 
saw a child of God pray on his knees, he found his first approach to a pardoning God. 
Let us observe: this man was henceforth to be singularly and peculiarly identified 
with simple scriptural assemblies of believers after, the most primitive and apostolic 
pattern—meetings for prayer and praise, reading and expounding of the Word, such 
as doubtless were held at the house of Mary the mother of John Mark—assemblies 
mainly and primarily for believers, held wherever a place could be found, with no 
stress laid on consecrated buildings and with absolutely no secular or æsthetic 
attractions. Such assemblies were to be so linked with the whole life, work, and 
witness of George Müller as to be inseparable from his name, and it was in such an 
assembly that the night before he died he gave out his last hymn and offered his last 
prayer.2 

 
…to be continued 

 
                                                
2 Pierson, A. T. (1899). George Müller of Bristol (pp. 32–33). London: James Nisbet & Co., 
Limited. 
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Announcements and Things to Come 
 
 

Studies and Encouragements. 
 

• Communion, 1st Sunday of every month.  
• Prayer meeting / Bible Study (The Acts of the Apostles). Every 

Wednesday Night 7:30pm See Br Kest or Pr Edi for details. 
• Christmas Carols Dinner. Sunday 17th December 5:30pm. Speaker 

Pr Jamil Sarraf. RSVP Strictly by 10th December. 

 
• Prayer & Praise List 

Missionaries 
Sunbury 
Government  

The Gospel to Friends/Family 
Christian Persecution. 

 


