
 
 
 
 
 

    
 

 
 

Welcome to Hope Baptist Church 
 

Sunday 7th of January 2018 
 
 

531 Elizabeth Dr Sunbury 
Service Sundays 10:30am today  

 
www.hopebc.org.au 

“For whatsoever things were written 
aforetime were written for our learning, that 

we through patience and comfort of the 
scriptures might have hope”.  

Romans 15:4 
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Hymn	To	Remember	
At	The	Cross			

Author: Isaac Watts 1674-1748  
Scriptures: Isa 53, Zech 21:10, Matt 27:33-50, Rom 12:1, Gal 2:20. 

 

1 Alas! and did my Saviour bleed,  
and did my Sovereign die! 

Would he devote that sacred head  
for such a worm as I? 

Refrain 

At the cross, at the cross when I first saw the light,  
and the burden of my heart rolled away, 

it was there by faith I received my sight, and now I am happy all the day. 
 

2 Was it for crimes that I have done,  
he groaned upon the tree?  

Amazing pity! Grace unknown!  
And love beyond degree! 

3 Well might the sun in darkness hide,  
and shut its glories in,  

when Christ, the mighty maker, died  
for man the creature's sin. 

4 But drops of grief can ne'er repay  
the debt of love I owe.  

Here, Lord, I give myself away;  
'tis all that I can do. 

 
At Isaac's birth in 1674, his father was in prison for his Nonconformist sympathies (that is, he would not embrace the 
established Church of England). His father was eventually freed, but Isaac respected his courage and remembered his 
mother's tales of nursing her children on the jail steps. 
Young Isaac showed genius early. He was learning Latin by age 4, Greek at 9, French at 11, and Hebrew at 13. Several 
wealthy townspeople offered to pay for his university education at Oxford or Cambridge, which would have led him 
into Anglican ministry. Isaac refused and at 16 went to London to study at a leading Nonconformist academy. Upon 
graduation, he spent five years as a private tutor. 
In 1702 he became pastor of London's Mark Lane Independent Chapel, then one of the city's most influential 
independent churches. 
More than a poet, however, Watts was also a scholar of wide reputation, especially in his later years. He wrote nearly 30 
theological treatises; essays on psychology, astronomy, and philosophy; three volumes of sermons; the first children's 
hymnal; and a textbook on logic that served as a standard work on the subject for generations. 
But his poetry remains his lasting legacy and earned him acclaim on both sides of the Atlantic. Benjamin Franklin 
published his hymnal, Cotton Mather maintained a long correspondence, and John Wesley acknowledged him as a 
genius—though Watts maintained that Charles Wesley's "Wrestling Jacob" was worth all of his own hymns. 
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Order of Service 
 

Welcome 
 

Announcements & Prayer 
 

Hymn – At The Cross 
 

Bible Reading- Luke 1:5-17 
 

Hymn – In The Garden 264 
 

Sermon –To Make Ready A People.    
 

Hymn – On Jordan’s Stormy Banks 517 
 

 
 

A word on The Word 
 
 
“If God hath been so engaged in teaching, certainly we should not 
be negligent in learning; but should make growing in knowledge a 
great part of the business of our lives.”     
 
- Jonathan Edwards (Theologian / Revival Preacher. 1703 - 1758) 
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Between The Testaments 
To Make  Ready A People 

Sermon	Notes	
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176 words on 176 Verses. 
 

“ I will run the way of thy commandments,  
when thou shalt enlarge my heart.” 

(Ps 119:32) 

“When” is the key word in the verse before us. In its context the Psalmist is not 
placing a condition upon his claim to “run the way of thy commandments”, but rather 
it is that which shall naturally follow an enlargement of the heart. The grace of God, 
experienced in the heart through faith in the sacrificing atonement of Christ, means 
that there follows a natural enlargement of the heart, even to “run”, the way of our 
Lords commandments.  

“When” is therefore an expectation and not a question of probability. It is a certainty 
to all who have been drawn of the father, because the Son has lost none who come to 
him. It is an absolute to all who have experienced the conviction of sin, the fear of 
damnation and the want of a future hope, when they have laid their burden at the 
cross of Christ and are born again, their heart is changed.   

The enlarged heart is a new heart that is given, this heart will indeed run the way of 
thy commandments. 
 
Pr Edi Giudetti 
__________________________________________________________________ 

Devotion  
Are you ready to be offered? 

Yea, and if I be offered upon the sacrifice and service of your faith, I joy and rejoice 
with you all. Phil. 2:17. 

Are you willing to be offered for the work of the faithful—to pour out your life 
blood as a libation on the sacrifice of the faith of others? Or do you say—‘I am not 
going to be offered up just yet, I do not want God to choose my work. I want to choose 
the scenery of my own sacrifice; I want to have the right kind of people watching me 
and saying, “Well done.” ’ 

It is one thing to go on the lonely way with dignified heroism, but quite another 
thing if the line mapped out for you by God means being a door-mat under other 
people’s feet. Suppose God wants to teach you to say, “I know how to be abased”—
are you ready to be offered up like that? Are you ready to be not so much as a drop in 
a bucket—to be so hopelessly insignificant that you are never thought of again in 
connection with the life you served? Are you willing to spend and be spent; not seeking 
to be ministered unto, but to minister? Some saints cannot do menial work and remain 
saints because it is beneath their dignity.1 

                                                
1 Chambers, O. My utmost for his highest: Grand Rapids, MI: Oswald Chambers Publications. 
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Words Of Hope 
 

CROSS 

“And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy 
of me” (Matt. 10:38).  

“And when he had called the people unto him with his disciples also, he 
said unto them, Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself, and 
take up his cross, and follow me.” (Mark 8:34) 

“Then Jesus beholding him loved him, and said unto him, One thing thou 
lackest: go thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to the poor, and 
thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, take up the cross, and follow 
me.” (Mark 10:21) 

“For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto 
us which are saved it is the power of God” (I Cor. 1:18).  

“But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world” 
(Gal. 6:14).  

“For it pleased the Father that in him should all fulness dwell; and, having 
made peace through the blood of the cross, by him to reconcile all things 
unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in 
heaven” (Col. 1:19–20). 

GOLDEN THOUGHT 
In the cross of Christ I glory. 

     



	
7 

Devotion for Hope 
THE PILGRIM’S PROGRESS 

John Bunyan 
Continued. 

THE VALLEY OF HUMILIATION  

 
I saw then in my dream, that when Christian was got to the borders of the Shadow 

of Death, there met him two men, children of them that brought up an evil report of the 
good land (Num. 13), making haste to go back; to whom Christian spake as follows— 

CHR. Whither are you going? 
MEN. They said, Back! back! and we would have you to do so too, if either life or 

peace is prized by you. 
CHR. Why? what’s the matter? said Christian. 
MEN. Matter! said they; we were going that way as you are going, and went as far 

as we durst; and indeed we were almost past coming back; for had we gone a little 
further, we had not been here to bring the news to thee. 

CHR. But what have you met with? said Christian. 
MEN. Why, we were almost in the Valley of the Shadow of Death; but that, by good 

hap, we looked before us, and saw the danger before we came to it (Psa. 44:19; 107:10). 
CHR. But what have you seen? said Christian. 
MEN. Seen! Why, the valley itself, which is as dark as pitch; we also saw there the 

hobgoblins, satyrs, and dragons of the pit; we heard also in that Valley a continual 
howling and yelling, as of a people under unutterable misery, who there sat bound in 
affliction and irons; and over that Valley hangs the discouraging clouds of confusion. 
Death also doth always spread his wings over it. In a word, it is every whit dreadful, 
being utterly without order (Job 3:5; 10:22). 

CHR. Then said Christian, I perceive not yet, by what you have said, but that this is 
my way to the desired haven (Jer. 2:6). 

MEN. Be it thy way; we will not choose it for ours. So they parted, and Christian 
went on his way, but still with his sword drawn in his hand; for fear lest he should be 
assaulted. 

I saw then in my dream so far as this valley reached, there was on the right hand a 
very deep ditch: that ditch is it into which the blind have led the blind in all ages, and 
have both there miserably perished (Psa. 69:14, 15). Again, behold, on the left hand, 
there was a very dangerous quag, into which, if even a good man falls, he can find no 
bottom for his foot to stand on. Into that quag king David once did fall, and had no 
doubt therein been smothered, had not HE that is able plucked him out. 

The pathway was here also exceeding narrow, and therefore good Christian was the 
more put to it; for when he sought, in the dark, to shun the ditch on the one hand, he 
was ready to tip over into the mire on the other; also when he sought to escape the mire, 
without great carefulness he would be ready to fall into the ditch. Thus he went on, and 
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I heard him here sigh bitterly; for besides the dangers mentioned above, the pathway 
was here so dark, that ofttimes, when he lift up his foot to set forward, he knew not 
where, or upon what he should set it next. 

About the midst of this valley, I perceived the mouth of hell to be, and it stood also 
hard by the way-side. Now, thought Christian, what shall I do? And ever and anon the 
flame and smoke would come out in such abundance, with sparks and hideous noises 
(things that cared not for Christian’s sword, as did Apollyon before), that he was forced 
to put up his sword, and betake himself to another weapon, called All-prayer (Eph. 
4:18). So he cried in my hearing, “O Lord, I beseech Thee, deliver my soul!” (Psa. 
116:4). Thus he went on a great while, yet still the flames would be reaching towards 
him. Also be heard doleful voices, and rushings to and fro, so that sometimes he 
thought he should be torn in pieces, or trodden down like mire in the streets. This 
frightful sight was seen, and these dreadful noises were heard by him for several miles 
together. And, coming to a place, where be thought he heard a company of fiends 
coming forward to meet him, he stopped and began to muse what he had best to do. 
Sometimes he had half a thought to go back; then again he thought he might be half 
way through the valley; he remembered also how be had already vanquished many a 
danger, and that the danger of going back might be much more than for to go forward; 
so he resolved to go on. Yet the fiends seemed to come nearer and nearer; but when 
they were come even almost at him, he cried out with a most vehement voice, “I will 
walk in the strength of the Lord God”; so they gave back, and came no further.2 

….To be continued. 
 

 
 

ANOTHER YEAR IS DAWNING 
 

Frances Ridley Havergal, 1836–1879 
Teach us to number our days aright, that we may gain a heart of wisdom. 
 (Psalm 90:12) 
It is always challenging to approach a new year and to realize anew that our days 

upon this earth are so rapidly passing. How important it is that we pause with the 
psalmist and pray for a “heart of wisdom” that will enable us this year to live each new 
day in a way that brings all glory to our God. 

I with Thee would begin, O my Savior so dear, on the way that I still must 
pursue; I with Thee would begin every day granted here, as my earnest resolve 
I renew—To be and remain Thine forever. 

—From the Swedish 
In January of 1874, the many friends of Frances Ridley Havergal received a New 

                                                
2 Bunyan, J. (2006). The Pilgrim’s Progress (Vol. 3, pp. 114–115). Bellingham, WA:  
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Year’s greeting with the heading, “A Happy New Year! Ever Such May it Be!” 
Following this greeting appeared her text, still considered to be one of the finest New 
Year’s prayers of consecration ever written: 

 

Another	 year	 is	 dawning,	 Dear	 Father,	 let	 it	 be,	 in	 working	 or	 in	 waiting	
another	 year	 with	 Thee;	 another	 year	 of	 progress,	 another	 year	 of	 praise,	
another	year	of	proving	Thy	presence	all	the	days.	

Another	year	of	mercies,	of	faithfulness	and	grace;	another	year	of	gladness	
in	 the	 shining	 of	 Thy	 face;	 another	 year	 of	 leaning	 upon	 Thy	 loving	 breast;	
another	year	of	trusting,	of	quiet,	happy	rest.	

Another	year	of	service,	of	witness	for	Thy	love;	another	year	of	training	for	
holier	work	above.	Another	year	of	dawning,	Dear	Father,	let	it	be,	on	earth,	or	
else	in	heaven,	another	year	for	Thee.	Amen.	

	

One can well imagine that those who received this greeting card from Miss 
Havergal that year read her words thoughtfully. They were written by one who had 
already become widely known throughout England as “the consecration poet.” It was 
said of her that she always lived her words before she wrote them. Her life was one of 
constant and complete commitment to God. Her many talents—an accomplished 
pianist and vocalist, proficiency in seven languages, a keen mind (memorization of the 
entire New Testament, Psalms, Isaiah, and the Minor Prophets)—were all dedicated to 
serving God and others during the new year. May that be our challenge for this new 
year as well! 

 For Today: Deuteronomy 1:30, 31; Joshua 3:4; Psalm 39:4; Isaiah 58:11 
 
Begin this new year with a fervent prayer such as the one written by Frances 

Havergal that God will give your life a renewed purpose and power as you earnestly 
seek to represent Him in a worthy manner.3 

 

	
	
	

                                                
3 Osbeck, K. W. (1996). Amazing grace: 366 inspiring hymn stories for daily devotions (p. 10).  
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The	New	Testament	
	in	40	Days	

 
 
 
 

 
“I read the Bible”  

 
 
 
 
o 1 January 2018 Matt 1–6 o 21 January 2018 Acts 6–10 
o 2 January 2018 Matt 7–12 o 22 January 2018 Acts 11–15 
o 3 January 2018 Matt 13–17 o 23 January 2018 Acts 16–20 
o 4 January 2018 Matt 18–22 o 24 January 2018 Acts 21–26 
o 5 January 2018 Matt 23–26 o 25 January 2018 Acts 27–28, Rom 1–5 
o 6 January 2018 Matt 27–28, Mark 1–2 o 26 January 2018 Rom 6–11 
o 7 January 2018 Mark 3–7 o 27 January 2018 Rom 12–16, 1 Cor 1–3 
o 8 January 2018 Mark 8–11 o 28 January 2018 1 Cor 4–11 
o 9 January 2018 Mark 12–16 o 29 January 2018 1 Cor 12–16 
o 10 January 2018 Luke 1–4 o 30 January 2018 2 Cor 1–13 
o 11 January 2018 Luke 5–8 o 31 January 2018 Gal 1–6 
o 12 January 2018 Luke 9–11 o 1 February 2018 Eph 1–6, Phil 1–4 
o 13 January 2018 Luke 12–16 o 2 February 2018 Col 1–4, 1 Thess 1–5 
o 14 January 2018 Luke 17–20 o 

 
3 February 2018 
 

2 Thess 1–3, 1 Tim 1–6,  
2 Tim 1–4 

o 15 January 2018 Luke 21–24 
 

o 
 

4 February 2018 
 

Titus 1–3, Philem,  
Heb 1–6 

o 16 January 2018 John 1–5 o 5 February 2018 Heb 7–13 
o 17 January 2018 John 6–8 o 6 February 2018 James 1–5, 1 Pet 1–5 
o 18 January 2018 John 9–12 o 7 February 2018 2 Pet 1–3, 1 John 1–5,  

2 John 
o 19 January 2018 John 13–21 o 8 February 2018 3 John, Jude, Rev 1–9 
o 20 January 2018 Acts 1–5 o 9 February 2018 Rev 10–22 
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NEWS 
 

LAOS – Christians arrested for celebrating Christmas; 
district official claims “Christianity is the religion of the 
Europeans and Americans” 
Share to Google+ 
3 January 2018 
 
“In general, Christians are still restricted in this district. They are not allowed 
to teach from the Bible or to spread their religion to others, because 
Christianity is the religion of the Europeans and Americans,” stated an official 
in Phin district, shortly after five Christians were arrested in mid-December. 
Authorities in the district in southern Laos arrested four Christians from the 
same village, along with a pastor from a neighbouring village who they had 
invited to help organise Christmas celebrations. By inviting the pastor, they 
had breached regulations which only permit believers to celebrate Christmas 
within their own village. At the time of writing the five believers have not yet 
been released. 
 

 
 
 
 
The government of Laos is officially secular, but the 
Buddhist are permitted comparative religious 
freedom, in contrast to Christians who face local 
harassment and occasional violence 
 
 
 
 

 
Laos’ under-pressure Christian minority are not seen as citizens of their own 
country. Their faith is viewed as a foreign religion by the communist 
government, which gives Buddhists comparative religious freedom while 
Christians experience localised harassment and sometimes violence. 
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Announcements and Things to Come 
 
 

Studies and Encouragements. 
 

• Communion, 1st Sunday of every month  
• Prayer meeting / Bible Study Restart Wednesday 31st January. 
• Missionary Support Meeting. Next Sunday after the service. 
• Church General Meeting: 11th February 2018 After the Service 
• Senior Camp Monday 8th Jan to 12th Jan. Alexander adventure 

resort. Ages 13 to 19yrs. “Dealing with Life’s Dangers” 
• Junior Camp Monday 15th Jan to 19th Jan. Alexander Adventure 

Resort. Ages 8 to 12 yrs. “The Kingdom of Choices”. 
• Birthdays:  

o Maria Giudetti 9/1/2018 
o Chris Kyle   30/1/2018 

 
• Prayer & Praise List 

Missionaries 
Sunbury 
Government  

The Gospel to Friends/Family 
Christian Persecution. 

 
 
 


