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“For whatsoever things were written 
aforetime were written for our learning, that 

we through patience and comfort of the 
scriptures might have hope”.  

Romans 15:4 
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Hymn	To	Remember	
At	The	Cross			

Author: Isaac Watts 1674-1748  
Scriptures: Isa 53, Zech 21:10, Matt 27:33-50, Rom 12:1, Gal 2:20. 

 

1 Alas! and did my Saviour bleed,  
and did my Sovereign die! 

Would he devote that sacred head  
for such a worm as I? 

Refrain 

At the cross, at the cross when I first saw the light,  
and the burden of my heart rolled away, 

it was there by faith I received my sight, and now I am happy all the day. 
 

2 Was it for crimes that I have done,  
he groaned upon the tree?  

Amazing pity! Grace unknown!  
And love beyond degree! 

3 Well might the sun in darkness hide,  
and shut its glories in,  

when Christ, the mighty maker, died  
for man the creature's sin. 

4 But drops of grief can ne'er repay  
the debt of love I owe.  

Here, Lord, I give myself away;  
'tis all that I can do. 

 
At Isaac's birth in 1674, his father was in prison for his Nonconformist sympathies (that is, he would not embrace the 
established Church of England). His father was eventually freed, but Isaac respected his courage and remembered his 
mother's tales of nursing her children on the jail steps. 
Young Isaac showed genius early. He was learning Latin by age 4, Greek at 9, French at 11, and Hebrew at 13. Several 
wealthy townspeople offered to pay for his university education at Oxford or Cambridge, which would have led him 
into Anglican ministry. Isaac refused and at 16 went to London to study at a leading Nonconformist academy. Upon 
graduation, he spent five years as a private tutor. 
In 1702 he became pastor of London's Mark Lane Independent Chapel, then one of the city's most influential 
independent churches. 
More than a poet, however, Watts was also a scholar of wide reputation, especially in his later years. He wrote nearly 30 
theological treatises; essays on psychology, astronomy, and philosophy; three volumes of sermons; the first children's 
hymnal; and a textbook on logic that served as a standard work on the subject for generations. 
But his poetry remains his lasting legacy and earned him acclaim on both sides of the Atlantic. Benjamin Franklin 
published his hymnal, Cotton Mather maintained a long correspondence, and John Wesley acknowledged him as a 
genius—though Watts maintained that Charles Wesley's "Wrestling Jacob" was worth all of his own hymns. 



	
3 

Order of Service 
 

Welcome 
 

Announcements & Prayer 
 

Hymn – At The Cross 
 

Bible Reading- 2 Corinthians 13 
 

Hymn – Trust And Obey 261 
 

Sermon –By Brother David Ho Wing.    
 

Hymn – Softly And Tenderly 246 
 
 

A word on The Word 
 
 
 
“The Scripture is the touchstone that trieth all doctrines, 
and that by which we know the false from the true….” 
 

 
William Tyndale.    
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176 words on 176 Verses. 
 

“Make me to go in the path of thy commandments; 
For therein do I delight” 

 
(Ps 119:35) 

What an infinite joy it would be to never be able to sin against the Lord, to indeed 
“go in the path of his commandments”, this truly is the secret to lasting joy and 
happiness. In truth, to those who are born again, those who have been given a new 
heart where they desire to follow and to obey the commandments of the Lord, it is the 
first foundation of happiness, “Where there is no vision the people perish, but he that 
keepeth the Law, happy is he” (Prov 29:18). It is the keeping of the law that brings us 
delight. 

But we have a “… flesh [That] lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the 
flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that [we] cannot do the things 
that [we] would.” (Gal 5:17). And knowing this makes it ever more important that 
we would seek the Lord and pray for his ability and to “Make me to go in the path of 
thy commandments;” and we have our reason; “For therein do I delight”.  

 
 
Pr Edi Giudetti 
__________________________________________________________________ 

A Thought  
Looking Downward 

I heard once of a man who dreamed that he was swept into heaven, and oh, he was 
so delighted to think that he had at last got there. All at once one came and said: 

“Come, I want to show you something.” 
He took him to the battlements, and he said, “Look down yonder; what do you see?” 
“I see a very dark world.” 
“Look and see if you know it.” 
“Why, yes,” he said, “that is the world I have come from.” 
“What do you see?” 
“Men are blindfolded there; many of them are going over a precipice.” 
“Well, will you stay here and enjoy heaven, or will you go back to earth and spend 

a little longer time, and tell those men about this world?” 
He was a Christian worker who had been discouraged. He awoke from his sleep and 

later he said: 
“I have never wished myself dead since.”1 

                                                
1 Moody, D. L. (1898). Anecdotes, Incidents, and Illustrations (pp. 53–54). Chicago; New York;  
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Words Of Hope 
 

DAY 

“Lead me in thy truth, and teach me: for thou art the God of my 
salvation; on thee do I wait all the day” (Ps. 25:5).  

The Lord can teach us His paths as we wait on Him (Ps. 25:4).  

But we must think about His Word to gain benefit. “O how love I thy law! 
it is my meditation all the day” (Ps. 119:97).  

Meditation means turning the words of Scripture about in our minds. 
“Through thy precepts I get understanding” (Ps. 119:104).  

“This is the day which the Lord hath made; we will rejoice and be glad in 
it” (Ps. 118:24).  

“Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day” (I Thess. 5:5).  

“But let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith 
and love” (I Thess. 5:8).  

John reminds us of the heavenly city: “And the gates of it shall not be shut 
at all by day: for there shall be no night there” (Rev. 21:25). 

 

GOLDEN THOUGHT 
We are children of the day. 
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THE PILGRIM’S PROGRESS 
John Bunyan 

Continued. 

CHRISTIAN OVERTAKES FAITHFUL 
Now when I had got about half way up, I looked behind, and saw one coming after me, 

swift as the wind; so he overtook me just about the place where the settle stands. 
CHR. Just there, said Christian, did I sit down to rest me; but being overcome with sleep, 

I there lost this roll out of my bosom 
FAITH. But, good brother, hear me out. So soon as the man overtook me, he was but a 

word and a blow, for down he knocked me, and laid me for dead. But when I was a little come 
to myself again, I asked him wherefore he served me so. He said, because of my secret 
inclining to Adam the First: and with that he struck me another deadly blow on the breast, and 
beat me down backward; so I lay at his foot as dead as before. So, when I came to myself 
again, I cried him mercy; but he said, I know not how to show mercy; and with that knocked 
me down again.115 He had doubtless made an end of me, but that One came by, and bid him 
forbear. 

CHR. Who was that that bid him forbear. 
FAITH. I did not know Him at first, but as He went by, I perceived the holes in His hands, 

and in His side; then I concluded that He was our Lord. So I went up the hill. 
CHR. That man that overtook you was Moses. He spareth none, neither knoweth he how 

to show mercy to those that transgress his law. 
FAITH. I know it very well; it was not the first time that he has met with me. It was he 

that came to me when I dwelt securely at home, and that told me he would burn my house 
over my head, if I stayed there. 

CHR. But did you not see the house that stood there on the top of the hill, on the side of 
which Moses met you? 

FAITH. Yes, and the lions too, before I came at it; but for the lions, I think they were 
asleep; for it was about noon; and because I had so much of the day before me, I passed by 
the porter, and came down the hill. 

CHR. He told me indeed, that he saw you go by, but I wish you had called at the house, 
for they would have showed you so many rarities, that you would scarce have forgot them to 
the day of your death. But pray tell me, Did you meet nobody in the Valley of Humility? 

FAITH. Yes, I met with one Discontent, who would willingly have persuaded me to go 
back again with him; his reason was, for that the valley was altogether without honour. He 
told me, moreover, that there to go was the way to disobey all my friends, as Pride, Arrogancy, 
Self-conceit, Worldly-glory, with others, who, he knew, as he said, would be very much 
offended, if I made such a fool of myself as to wade through this valley. 

CHR. Well, and how did you answer him? 
FAITH. I told him that although all these that he named might claim kindred of me, and 

that rightly, for indeed they were my relations according to the flesh, yet since I became a 
pilgrim, they have disowned me, as I also have rejected them; and therefore they were to me 
now no more than if they had never been of my lineage. 

I told him, moreover, that as to this valley he had quite misrepresented the thing; “for 
before honour is humility; and a haughty spirit before a fall.” Therefore, said I, I had rather 
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go through this valley to the honour that was so accounted by the wisest, than choose that 
which he esteemed most worthy our affections. 

CHR. Met you with nothing else in that valley? 
FAITH. Yes, I met with Shame; but of all the men that I met with in my pilgrimage, he, I 

think, bears the wrong name. The others would be said nay, after a little argumentation, and 
somewhat else; but this bold-faced Shame would never have done. 

CHR. Why, what did he say to you? 
FAITH. What! why, he objected against religion itself; he said it was a pitiful, low, 

sneaking business for a man to mind religion; he said that a tender conscience was an unmanly 
thing; and that for a man to watch over his words and ways, so as to tie up himself from that 
hectoring liberty, that the brave spirits of the times accustom themselves unto, would make 
him the ridicule of the times. He objected also, that but few of the mighty, rich, or wise, were 
ever of my opinion (1 Cor. 1:26; 3:18; Phil. 3:7, 8); nor any of them neither (John 7:48), 
before they were persuaded to be fools, and to be of a voluntary fondness, to venture the loss 
of all, for nobody knows what. He moreover objected the base and low estate and condition 
of those that were chiefly the pilgrims, of the times in which they lived; also their ignorance, 
and want of understanding in all natural science. Yea, he did hold me to it at that rate also, 
about a great many more things than here I relate; as, that it was a shame to sit whining and 
mourning under a sermon, and a shame to come sighing and groaning home; that it was a 
shame to ask my neighbour forgiveness for petty faults, or to make restitution where I have 
taken from any. He said also, that religion made a man grow strange to the great, because of 
a few vices, which he called by finer names; and made him own and respect the base, because 
of the same religious fraternity. And is not this, said he, a shame? 

CHR. And what did you say to him? 
FAITH. Say! I could not tell what to say at the first. Yea, he put me so to it, that my blood 

came up in my face; even this Shame fetched it up, and had almost beat me quite off. But, at 
last, I began to consider, that “that which is highly esteemed among men, is had in 
abomination with God” (Luke 16:15). And I thought again, this Shame tells me what men are; 
but it tells me nothing what God, or the Word of God is. And I thought, moreover, that at the 
day of doom, we shall not be doomed to death or life, according to the hectoring spirits of the 
world, but according to the wisdom and law of the Highest. Therefore, thought I, what God 
says is best, indeed is best, though all the men in the world are against it. Seeing, then, that 
God prefers His religion; seeing God prefers a tender conscience; seeing they that make 
themselves fools for the kingdom of Heaven are wisest; and that the poor man that loveth 
Christ is richer than the greatest man in the world that hates Him; Shame, depart, thou art an 
enemy to my salvation. Shall I entertain thee against my sovereign Lord? How then shall I 
look Him in the face at His coming? Should I now be ashamed of His ways and servants, how 
can I expect the blessing? (Mark 8:38). But, indeed, this Shame was a bold villain; I could 
scarce shake him out of my company; yea, he would be haunting of me, and continually 
whispering me in the ear, with some one or other of the infirmities that attend religion; but at 
last I told him it was but in vain to attempt further in this business; for those things that he 
disdained, in those did I see most glory; and so at last I got past this importunate one. And 
when I had shaken him off, then I began to sing— 

The trials that those men do meet withal, 
That are obedient to the heavenly call, 
Are manifold, and suited to the flesh, 
And come, and come, and come again afresh; 
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That now, or sometime else, we by them may 
Be taken, overcome, and cast away. 
O let the pilgrims, let the pilgrims, then, 
Be vigilant, and quit themselves like men. 

CHR. I am glad, my brother, that thou didst withstand this villain so bravely; for of all, as 
thou sayest, I think he has the wrong name; for he is so bold as to follow us in the streets, and 
to attempt to put us to shame before all men; that is, to make us ashamed of that which is 
good; but if he were not himself audacious, he would never attempt to do as he does. But let 
us still resist him; for notwithstanding all his bravadoes, he promoteth the fool, and none else. 
“The wise shall inherit glory,” said Solomon, “but shame shall be the promotion of fools” 
(Prov. 3:35). 

FAITH. I think we must cry to Him for help against Shame, who would have us to be 
valiant for the truth upon the earth. 

CHR. You say true; but did you meet nobody else in that valley? 
FAITH. No, not I, for I had sunshine all the rest of the way through that, and also through 

the Valley of the Shadow of Death. 
CHR. It was well for you. I am sure it fared far otherwise with me; I had for a long season, 

as soon almost as I entered into that valley, a dreadful combat with that foul fiend Apollyon; 
yea, I thought verily he would have killed me, especially when he got me down and crushed 
me under him, as if he would have crushed me to pieces; for as he threw me, my sword flew 
out of my hand; nay, he told me he was sure of me; but I cried to God, and He heard me, and 
delivered me out of all my troubles. Then I entered into the Valley of the Shadow of Death, 
and had no light for almost half the way through it. I thought I should have been killed there, 
over and over; but at last day broke, and the sun rose, and I went through that which was 
behind with far more ease and quiet.2 

To be continued…. 
	

The	Second	Coming	of	Christ.	
 
Two extremes can be considered when it comes to Biblical Prophecy today. To the 
one the belief is that the Day of the Lord is so close an event that they are sure it will 
happen within the next few years if not sooner. To the other, well, “where is the 
promise of his coming?...all things continue as they were from the beginning of 
creation” (2 Pet 3:4). 
 
We have been given assurance from the Lord that there are signs of the times we can 
consider as we relate that which is occurring in the world historically to that which 
the Bible speaks of (Matt 16:3). In fact, Jesus goes on to teach that we should all be 
watching, even though no man can know the day nor the hour ‘the Son of man 
cometh’ (Matt 25:13). All this our Lord told his disciples in answer to their questions 
                                                
2 Bunyan, J. (2006). The Pilgrim’s Progress (Vol. 3, pp. 118–120). Bellingham, WA:  
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concerning “what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world?” (Matt 
24:3). The followers of Christ were expecting historical evidence through which they 
may be able to discern the times in which they lived. This needs be our perspective 
and desire. 
 
But to set a precise time is not our task. We are not to consider the signs of the times 
to determine THE time the Son of man cometh, for Jesus made this also very clear 
saying, “But of that day and that hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels which are 
in heaven, neither the Son, but the Father” (Mrk 13:32).  
 
Our Lord makes similar mention in Mathew’s gospel account after he has given his 
disciples some of the signs pertaining to his return, but follows up with this statement  
saying;  “But as the days of Noe were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. 
38 For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, 
marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark, 39 And 
knew not until the flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the coming of the 
Son of man be” (Matt 24:37-39). 
 
What we can determine from all of these passages is clear, Jesus both demonstrates to 
us that Prophetic events the Bible refers to should be evidentially recognized as they 
occur in history, but also that they are not specific enough to warrant any precise 
measurement of the actual time of the end. But more than this, Jesus actually 
commands that we are to watch for them.  
 
Our Lord rebukes the Pharisees and the Sadducees in scripture because they did not 
watch for his first coming when they asked him personally to show a sign, “He 
answered and said unto them, When it is evening, ye say, It will be fair weather: for 
the sky is red. 3 And in the morning, It will be foul weather to day: for the sky is red 
and lowring. O ye hypocrites, ye can discern the face of the sky; but can ye not 
discern the signs of the times?” (Matt 16:2-3). 
 
The Lord goes on to encourage and charge his disciples concerning his second 
coming, comparing himself to the master of the house who has gone on a long 
journey; “Take ye heed, watch and pray: for ye know not when the time is. 34 For the 
Son of man is as a man taking a far journey, who left his house, and gave authority to 
his servants, and to every man his work, and commanded the porter to watch. 
35 Watch ye therefore: for ye know not when the master of the house cometh, at even, 
or at midnight, or at the cockcrowing, or in the morning: 36 Lest coming suddenly he 
find you sleeping. 37 And what I say unto you I say unto all, Watch. (Mrk 13:33-37). 
 
As this then is certainly the case; 
 
1. That	we	are	charged	to	watch	for	the	coming	of	the	Lord,	and		
2. That	we	cannot	know	the	day	nor	the	hour	of	his	coming.	
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And all this particularly in light of the encouragement of the Rapture of the Church 
prior to the second coming of Christ, we should ask the question Why? Why did the 
Lord say to the disciples and unto all to watch? Could it be for the purpose of 
encouragement?  
 
But knowing that the second coming of the Lord is not to be as the first, Jesus shall 
not return as a lamb pierced for the transgressions of the World, this he did once and 
the world has had opportunity to accept his gift of eternal life for nigh two thousand 
years. No, this time Christ will come as the Lion of the Tribe of Judah, this time he 
will come in judgement and the wicked will be destroyed with the brightness of his 
coming (2 Thess 2”8).  
 
The time immediately preceding the Lords return shall be seven years of the greatest 
horror experienced by man, so much so that scripture says That day is a day of wrath, 
a day of trouble and distress, a day of wasteness and desolation, a day of darkness 
and gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness (Zeph 1:15) known also as “the 
great and terrible day of the Lord” by Joel 2:31 it is “the day of vengeance” spoken 
of by Isiah 61:2. 
 
Its encouragement then comes in two parts, the first is to know that all those 
persecuted by the evil in the world will be avenged by the Lord and comforted (Isa 
61:2) but for those of us who are caught up before that day, there is another purpose. 
 
In each case, in the context of the Lord commanding all to watch for his coming in 
the Gospel accounts of Matthew, Mark and Luke, the Lord makes this emphatic 
statement; “Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away” 
(Mt 24:35, Mrk 13:31 & Lk 21:33). Could the purpose also be that we are to be 
trusting his words absolutely? Might the Lord reveal to each of us the absolute 
veracity of his words during those days of utmost confusion? Of all the days in which 
the words of the Lord should be held to closely, the days just prior to his second 
coming certainly are the most necessary.  
 
Therefore, each time we see events in history prove the Bible true, we should hold 
more tightly to that book and rejoice in the comfort it brings.  
 
My brethren, these are the days where we can certainly see the simple truth of God’s 
word coming to light in the most profound ways. And I look forward to sharing more 
with you in the weeks to come, as I begin to expound one passage in the Bible that 
stands out above many in these incredible days, these days before the most 
anticipated event in the last two thousand years, the Second Coming of Christ. 
 
Pr Edi Giudetti.  
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Announcements and Things to Come 
 
 

Studies and Encouragements. 
 

• Communion, 1st Sunday of every month  
• Prayer meeting / Bible Study Restart Wednesday 31st January. 
• Church General Meeting: 11th February 2018 After the Service 
• Birthdays:  

o Maria Giudetti 9/1/2018 
o Chris Kyle   30/1/2018 

 
• Prayer & Praise List 

Missionaries 
Sunbury 
Government  

The Gospel to Friends/Family 
Christian Persecution. 

 
 
 


