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531 Elizabeth Dr Sunbury 
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www.hopebc.org.au 

“For whatsoever things were written 
aforetime were written for our learning, that 

we through patience and comfort of the 
scriptures might have hope”.  

Romans 15:4 
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Hymn	To	Remember	
At	The	Cross			

Author: Isaac Watts 1674-1748  
Scriptures: Isa 53, Zech 21:10, Matt 27:33-50, Rom 12:1, Gal 2:20. 

 

1 Alas! and did my Saviour bleed,  
and did my Sovereign die! 

Would he devote that sacred head  
for such a worm as I? 

Refrain 

At the cross, at the cross when I first saw the light,  
and the burden of my heart rolled away, 

it was there by faith I received my sight, and now I am happy all the day. 
 

2 Was it for crimes that I have done,  
he groaned upon the tree?  

Amazing pity! Grace unknown!  
And love beyond degree! 

3 Well might the sun in darkness hide,  
and shut its glories in,  

when Christ, the mighty maker, died  
for man the creature's sin. 

4 But drops of grief can ne'er repay  
the debt of love I owe.  

Here, Lord, I give myself away;  
'tis all that I can do. 

 
At Isaac's birth in 1674, his father was in prison for his Nonconformist sympathies (that is, he would not embrace the 
established Church of England). His father was eventually freed, but Isaac respected his courage and remembered his 
mother's tales of nursing her children on the jail steps. 
Young Isaac showed genius early. He was learning Latin by age 4, Greek at 9, French at 11, and Hebrew at 13. Several 
wealthy townspeople offered to pay for his university education at Oxford or Cambridge, which would have led him 
into Anglican ministry. Isaac refused and at 16 went to London to study at a leading Nonconformist academy. Upon 
graduation, he spent five years as a private tutor. 
In 1702 he became pastor of London's Mark Lane Independent Chapel, then one of the city's most influential 
independent churches. 
More than a poet, however, Watts was also a scholar of wide reputation, especially in his later years. He wrote nearly 30 
theological treatises; essays on psychology, astronomy, and philosophy; three volumes of sermons; the first children's 
hymnal; and a textbook on logic that served as a standard work on the subject for generations. 
But his poetry remains his lasting legacy and earned him acclaim on both sides of the Atlantic. Benjamin Franklin 
published his hymnal, Cotton Mather maintained a long correspondence, and John Wesley acknowledged him as a 
genius—though Watts maintained that Charles Wesley's "Wrestling Jacob" was worth all of his own hymns. 
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Order of Service 
 

Welcome 
 

Announcements & Prayer 
 

Hymn – At The Cross 
 

Bible Reading- Psalm 23 
 

Hymn – Higher Ground 308 
 

Sermon –The Lord Is My Shepherd.    
 

Hymn – Come Thou Fount 17 
 
 

A word on The Word 
 
 
 
“There can be no excellence in man, but so far as he is 
influenced by Gods law: without it, the greater his natural 
powers and abilities are, he is but so much the more 
detestable and mischievous.” 
 

 
John Newton.    
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The Lord Is My Shepherd 

Sermon	Notes	
 

The Lord Is My Shepherd 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
The Lord Is My Resource 
……………………………………………………………………………………… … 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
The Lord Is My Rest 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………  
………………………………………………………………………………………….
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
The Lord Is My Restorer 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
The Lord Is My Reassurance 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………  
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
The Lord Is My Rewarder 
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
The Lord Is My Redeemer 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………  
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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176 words on 176 Verses. 
 

“Give me understanding, and I shall keep thy law; 
Yea, I shall observe it with my whole heart.” 

 
(Ps 119:34) 

‘Keep’, is to retain, hold, guard and observe, this only is that commanded of man to 
keep thy law, and this only can be observed with the whole heart when the 
understanding from the Lord is given it.  

On the one hand we have a conscious awareness of the Law, but to have its 
understanding is often considered when it is first obeyed. Some have said “I know, I 
know”, but it can be replied that, ‘to know and not to do, is not to know nor 
understand’.  When we obey the Word of the Lord we are given understanding to 
keep and to observe it. We obey by faith first, our faith is then rewarded with 
understanding that we may indeed observe the law of the Lord with our whole heart.  

But I fear my brethren that our understanding or ‘knowledge’ of the law of God is 
refrained by God for our oft unwillingness to obey. Eluhu tells Job “But if they obey 
not, They shall perish by the sword, And they shall die without knowledge.” (Jb 36:12) 

 

 
 
Pr Edi Giudetti 
__________________________________________________________________ 

A Thought  
A Most Extraordinary Well! 

I heard of a well that was said to be very good, except that it had two 
faults; it would freeze up in the winter, and it would dry up in the summer. 
A most extraordinary well, but I am afraid there are many wells like it! There 
are many people who are good at certain times; as some one has expressed 
it, they seem to be good “in spots.” What we want is to be red hot all the 
time. People talk about striking while the iron is hot. Cromwell said that he 
would rather strike the iron and make it hot.1 

 

 
                                                
1 Moody, D. L. (1898). Anecdotes, Incidents, and Illustrations (pp. 52–53). Chicago; New York;  
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Words Of Hope 
 

DARKNESS 

 
“For thou wilt light my candle: the Lord my God will enlighten my 
darkness (Ps. 18:28).  

David trusted that the Lord would light the lamp of his understanding and 
dispel the darkness of his mind. When Isaiah wrote, “The people that 
walked in darkness have seen a great light” (Isa. 9:2),  

he was prophesying the Lord’s Galilean ministry (Matt. 4:13–16).  

Paul referred to the Ephesians who “were sometimes darkness, but now are 
ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light” (Eph. 5:8).  

John assures us “that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all” (I John 
1:5).  

Peter exhorts believers to show forth “the praises of him who hath called 
you out of darkness into his marvellous light” (I Pet. 2:9). 

 

GOLDEN THOUGHT 
He called you out of darkness into light. 
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THE PILGRIM’S PROGRESS 
John Bunyan 

Continued. 

CHRISTIAN OVERTAKES FAITHFUL 

At this, Christian was somewhat moved, and putting to all his strength, he quickly takes 
got up with Faithful, and did also overrun him; so the last was first. Then did Christian 
vain-gloriously smile, because he had gotten the start of his brother; but not taking 
good heed to his feet, he suddenly stumbled and fell, and could not rise again, until 
Faithful came up to help him. 

Then I saw in my dream, they went very lovingly on together, and had sweet 
discourse of all things that had happened to them in their pilgrimage; and thus Christian 
began. 

CHR. My honoured and well-beloved brother, Faithful, I am glad that I have 
overtaken you; and that God has so tempered our spirits, that we can walk as 
companions in this so pleasant a path. 

FAITH. I had thought, dear friend, to have had your company quite from our town; 
but you did get the start of me, wherefore I was forced to come thus much of the way 
alone. 

CHR. How long did you stay in the City of Destruction, before you set out after me 
on your pilgrimage 

FAITH. Till I could stay no longer; for there was great talk presently after you were 
gone out, that our city would, in short time, with fire from Heaven, be burned down to 
the ground. 

CHR. What! did your neighbours talk so? 
FAITH. Yes, it was for a while in everybody’s mouth. 
CHR. What! and did no more of them but you come out to escape the danger? 
FAITH. Though there were, as I said, a great talk thereabout, yet I do not think they 

did firmly believe it. For in the heat of the discourse, I heard some of them deridingly 
speak of you, and of your desperate journey (for so they called this your pilgrimage), 
but I did believe, and do still, that the end of our city will be with fire and brimstone 
from above; and therefore I have made my escape. 

CHR. Did you hear no talk of neighbour Pliable? 
FAITH. Yes, Christian, I heard that he followed you till he came at the Slough of 

Despond, where, as some said, he fell in; but he would not be known to have so done; 
but I am sure he was soundly bedabbled with that kind of dirt. 

CHR. And what said the neighbours to him? 
FAITH. He hath, since his going back, been had greatly in derision, and that among 

all sorts of people; some do mock and despise him; and scarce will any set him on 
work. He is now seven times worse than if he had never gone out of the City. 

CHR. But why should they be so set against him, since they also despise the way 
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that he forsook? 
FAITH. O! they say, Hang him, he is a turn-coat; he was not true to his profession. 

I think God has stirred up even his enemies to hiss at him, and make him a proverb, 
because he hath forsaken the way (Jer. 29:18, 19). 

CHR. Had you no talk with him before you came out? 
FAITH. I met him once in the streets, but be leered away on the other side, as one 

ashamed of what he had done; so I spake not to him. 
CHR. Well, at my first setting out, I had hopes of that man; but now I fear he will 

perish in the overthrow of the city; For it is happened to him according to the true 
proverb, The dog is turned to his own vomit again; and the sow that was washed, to 
her wallowing in the mire” (2 Peter 2:22). 

FAITH. These are my fears of him too; but who can hinder that which will be? 
CHR. Well, neighbour Faithful, said Christian, let us leave him, and talk of things 

that more immediately concern ourselves. Tell me now, what you have met with in the 
way as you came; for I know you have met with some things, or else it may be writ for 
a wonder. 

FAITH. I escaped the Slough that I perceived you fell into, and got up to the gate 
without that danger; only I met with one whose name was Wanton, who had like to 
have done me a mischief. 

CHR. It was well you escaped her net; Joseph was hard put to it by her, and he 
escaped her as you did; but it had like to have cost him his life (Gen. 39:11–13). But 
what did she do to you? 

FAITH. You cannot think, but that you know something, what a flattering tongue 
she had; she lay at me hard to turn aside with her, promising me all manner of content. 

CHR. Nay, she did not promise you the content of a good conscience. 
FAITH. You know what I mean; all carnal and fleshly content. 
CHR. Thank God you have escaped her; “the abhorred of the Lord shall fall into 

her ditch” (Pro. 22:14). 
FAITH. Nay, I know not whether I did wholly escape her or no. 
CHR. Why, I trow you did not consent to her desires? 
FAITH. No, not to defile myself; for I remembered an old writing that I had seen, 

which said, “Her steps take hold on hell” (Prov. 5:5). So I shut mine eyes, because I 
would not be bewitched with her looks (Job 31:1). Then she railed on me, and I went 
my way. 

CHR. Did you meet with no other assault as you came? 
FAITH. When I came to the foot of the hill called Difficulty, I met with a very aged 

man, who asked me what I was, and whither bound. I told him that I am a pilgrim, 
going to the Celestial City. Then said the old man, Thou lookest like an honest fellow; 
wilt thou be content to dwell with me for the wages that I shall give thee? Then I asked 
him his name, and where he dwelt. He said his name was Adam the First, and that he 
dwelt in the town of Deceit (Eph. 4:22). I asked him then, what was his work, and what 
the wages that he would give. He told me, that his work was many delights; and his 
wages, that I should be his heir at last. I further asked him, what house he kept, and 
what other servants he had. So he told me, that his house was maintained with all the 
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dainties in the world; and that his servants were those of his own begetting. Then I 
asked if he had any children. He said that he had but three daughters; the Lust of the 
Flesh, the Lust of the Eyes, and the Pride of Life, and that I should marry them all if I 
would (1 John 2:16). Then I asked how long time he would have me live with him? 
And he told me, As long as he lived himself. 

CHR. Well, and what conclusion came the old man and you to, at last? 
FAITH. Why, at first, I found myself somewhat inclinable to go with the man, for 

I thought he spake very fair; but looking in his forehead, as I talked with him, I saw 
there written, “Put off the old man with his deeds.” 

CHR. And how then? 
FAITH. Then it came burning hot into my mind, whatever he said, and however he 

flattered, when he got me home to his house, he would sell me for a slave. So I bid him 
forbear to talk, for I would not come near the door of his house. Then he reviled me, 
and told me, that he would send such a one after me, that should make my way bitter 
to my soul. So I turned to go away from him; but just as I turned myself to go thence, 
I felt him take hold of my flesh, and give me such a deadly twitch back, that I thought 
he had pulled part of me after himself. This made me cry, “O wretched man!” (Rom. 
7:24). So I went on my way up the hill.2 

To be continued…. 
	

Devotion	
	

With Fear and Trembling 
	

Since	being	converted,	I	have	done	some	work	for	my	Master	with	some	success,	
and	in	doing	it,	I	believed	I	was	under	His	direction	and	blessing,	but	I	never	felt,	
except	in	a	very	few	instances,	that	sense	of	absolute	and	utter	weakness	and	
emptiness	of	which	I	have	heard	other	Christians	speak.	I	generally	was	conscious	of	
a	sort	of	reserve	strength	and	capacity	in	myself	which	I	felt	would	at	least	carry	me	
through	creditably	even	though	God	should	not	grant	me	His	special	blessing.	This	
has	always	more	or	less	troubled	me,	because	it	did	not	seem	to	fit	with	the	
scriptural	thought	of	God’s	strength	being	made	perfect	in	our	weakness. 

But still what was I to do? The feeling of strength was there. 
Now the question has suggested itself to me as to whether those who are 

consciously led of the Spirit of God are emptied of self by Him, and left with no 
consciousness of strength of their own whatever, in order that He may fill them with 

                                                
2 Bunyan, J. (2006). The Pilgrim’s Progress (Vol. 3, pp. 117–118). Bellingham, WA:  
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His fullness. I have thought perhaps this might be the meaning of that text “Work out 
your own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God that worketh in you to will 
and to do of His good pleasure.” “Working out,” of course, does not mean “working 
for,” but developing, as it were, the salvation already secured to us by the death of 
Christ, as one developed the resources of a mine. This part of the text never troubled 
me, but the “fear and trembling” did, because I could not see why a child of God 
needed to work in fear and trembling. 

It seems to me, however, that the meaning dawns on me now. The connection “for 
it is God that worketh in you” seems to show that when God works in a soul, the soul 
itself always works in “fear and trembling,” because He totally takes away from it 
that sense of its own strength and capacity which would prevent this feeling of fear 
and trembling. When we do a thing from our own idea that it would be a good thing 
to do, we do it with great confidence and a feeling of strength, but when we do that 
very same thing with the consciousness of His guidance we are filled with “fear and 
trembling.” 

—To Anna, September 17, 1866 
 

EDITORS NOTE: During the Civil War period, Robert and Hannah moved to Millville, N.J. Robert 
became the general manager of the family’s large glass factory there. Leaving her family and the 
culture of Philadelphia for a gritty manufacturing center was a difficult pill for Hannah to swallow. 
Nevertheless, it was here that her Methodist seamstress and the workers in Robert’s factory began to 
witness to them more definitely about the blessing of entire sanctification or the Fullness of the 
Spirit. 

Hannah and Robert both became convinced of the scriptural truth of the experience and sought 
it. Robert received the blessing at the great Methodist Holiness Camp meeting at Vineland, N.J. in 
1867 where ten thousand worshippers gathered for ten days to learn about the truth that one can be 
sanctified by faith just as one was saved by faith. They believed that God would free the believer 
from the power as well as the guilt of sin. When Christians offered themselves up completely to God 
by faith in Jesus Christ, God would cleanse their hearts of the fleshly nature of rebellion which 
remained even in justified Christians and enabled them to love God and their neighbors with their 
whole heart. The Methodists often called this experience a personal Pentecost or the Baptism of the 
Holy Ghost, not however, accompanied by the sign of “speaking in tongues” as the later Pentecostal 
Movement taught. 

The flood of emotion and the vivid awareness of God which accompanied Robert’s “second 
blessing” created a problem for Hannah as did frequent similar experiences for many others who 
sought the “higher Christian life.” Even after she too believed that God had sanctified her wholly, 
she struggled for years with the feeling that, in spite of her assurance that God had given her a pure 
heart and daily victory over sin, the experience had never brought to her the accompanying 
“manifested presence” or “demonstrated signs” of the spirit which Robert and many others testified 
to. 

Her subsequent long search for a Baptism in the spirit, distinct experience separate from the 
blessing of entire sanctification she already enjoyed, led her and many others in her time to seek a 
Baptism of the Holy Ghost as a third distinct crisis in Christian experience. She always had to test 
out to the utmost limits what the Bible taught. After years of seeking such an experience of more 
direct spiritual manifestations, she decided it was not for her. She believed that the full faith in God 
and his Word which she enjoyed, witnessed to by the assurance and fruits of the Spirit was the 
highest knowledge of God in humankind could enjoy in this world. Further and seemingly more 
immediate experiences of the Spirit which anyone experienced must be secondary to that or they 
were often prone to all kinds of fanaticisms.3 

                                                
3 Smith, H. W., & Dieter, M. E. (1997). The Christian’s secret of a holy life: the unpublished 
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A Second Blessing?  
Pastors Note: 
 
It is important to take great care in the notions of the modern Charismatics of today who continue to 
seek and to speak of their experiences of a “second blessing”, this is not a notion found in scripture 
but it is identified most commonly by those who believe themselves already saved but lacking in its 
vitality, and then seek after that vitality believing it to be a subsequent act of blessing.  
 
In my studies of this experience that was common even during the days of the revivals of the 
1800’s, men such as DL Moody, R.A Torrey etc believed their experience to be that of a “Second 
blessing”, but it must be of note that their experience lines up perfectly with the experience of 
others who had it as their first blessing, in other words, when they were born again. 
 
Scripture teaches us plainly that there is One baptism, not several (see Eph 4:5 ref also Romans 8:4-
9, 2 Cor 1:22, Eph 1:11-14 etc). It is that which comes upon all those who are born again and it does 
not come again. This explains to us why so many who are already born again seek after a 
subsequent experience and never attain it, just as Hannah in the above account experienced. This is 
curious as the general teaching is that all who ask for it do receive it.  
 
If then truth of the matter should be judged by experience, what do we say of people who have had 
many such experiences with lives ever changed? I personally have had this experience several times 
in my life when things pertaining to the wonderful love of Christ and the truth of the scripture has 
been made manifest to me, and my life ever changed at each point. Do I then make the claim of a 
3rd and 4th baptism of the spirit? 
 
John Wesley believed himself to be truly a Christian before he himself was actually saved during a 
Moravian meeting, he attests that he felt his heart “strangely warmed” by the Gospel, it was then 
that he “believed in his heart” and not before. George Whitefield too was Born Again after he 
already thought himself a Christian, but no man is a Christian until he is born again! John Bunyan 
famously said, “An egg is not a chick though it fall from a hen, nor a man a Christian lest he’s born 
again”.  
 
 It is my judgement therefore that considers the experience of these men as the time when they were 
actually born again and not before, it was then that the Spirit is given them as the “earnest of their 
inheritance”. They had thought themselves already saved but they were not, they were not “born 
again” until given the Spirit of God, and God gave it to them as they asked for it just as he 
promised. This then well explains why those of us already saved cannot experience the giving of the 
Spirit as a “second blessing”, because it actually is the FIRST blessing and occurs only when one 
becomes a Christian, born again by the Spirit of God.  
 
There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling;  One Lord, one 
faith, one baptism,  One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.  But 
unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ. (Eph 4:4-7) 
 
Pr Edi Giudetti 

	
                                                
personal writings of Hannah Whitall Smith. Oak Harbor:  
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Announcements and Things to Come 
 
 

Studies and Encouragements. 
 

• Communion, 1st Sunday of every month  
• Prayer meeting / Bible Study Restart Wednesday 31st January. 
• Church General Meeting: 11th February 2018 After the Service 
• Birthdays:  

o Maria Giudetti 9/1/2018 
o Chris Kyle   30/1/2018 

 
• Prayer & Praise List 

Missionaries 
Sunbury 
Government  

The Gospel to Friends/Family 
Christian Persecution. 

 
 
 


