
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Welcome to Hope Baptist Church 
 

Sunday 3rd of December 2017 
 
 

531 Elizabeth Dr Sunbury 
Service Sundays 10:30am today  

 
www.hopebc.org.au 

“For whatsoever things where written 
aforetime were written for our learning, that 

we through patience and comfort of the 
scriptures might have hope”.  

Romans 15:4 
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Hymn	To	Remember	
Hark	The	Herald	Angels	Sing			

Author: Charles Wesley 1707 - 1788  
Circa: 1739 

Scriptures: Isa 7:14, Isa 9:1-8, Lk 1:33-35, Rom 5:8-11, Heb 1:3-6. 
 

 

1 Hark! the herald angels sing,  “Glory to the newborn King. 
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise; join the triumph of the skies; 
with th'angelic hosts proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 

Refrain: 
Hark, the herald angels sing,  “Glory to the newborn King!” 

2 Christ by highest heav'n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
late in time behold Him come, offspring of the virgin's womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; hail the incarnate Deity, 
pleased as man with men to dwell, Jesus, our Immanuel. [Refrain] 

3 Hail the heav'n-born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all He brings, ris'n with healing in His wings. 

Mild He lays His glory by, born that we no more may die, 
born to raise the sons of earth, born to give them second birth. [Refrain] 

4 Come, Desire of nations, come, fix in us Thy humble home; 
rise, the woman's conqu'ring Seed, bruise in us the serpent's head. 

Adam's likeness now efface, stamp Thine image in its place; 
Second Aam from above, Reinstate us in Thy love. [Refrain] 

 
This hymn by Charles Wesley was written within a year of Wesley’s conversion. Thus, as Albert 
Bailey writes, “the inspiration of his newly-made contact with God was still fresh” (The Gospel in 
Hymns, 100). Rather than simply tell the nativity story, Wesley pours theological truths into this 
text. The first verse tells the story of the angels proclaiming Christ’s birth, and the second and third 
verse go on to make it very clear why the angels sang. Simply by describing Christ, Wesley tells us 
the entire Gospel story. We are told of Christ’s nature, his birth and incarnation, his ministry, and 
his salvific purpose. The Psalter Hymnal Handbook describes the hymn like this: “A curious 
mixture of exclamation, exhortation, and theological reflection. The focus shifts rapidly from 
angels, to us, to nations. The text’s strength may not lie so much in any orderly sequence of thought 
but in its use of Scripture to teach its theology. That teaching surely produces in us a childlike 
response of faith; we too can sing ‘Glory to the newborn King!’” 
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 Order of Service 
 

Welcome 
 

Announcements & Prayer 
 

Hymn – Hark The Herald Angels Sing 93 
 

Bible Reading- Zephaniah 3:5-15 
 

Hymn – Away In a Manger 86 
 

Sermon – The Book of Zephaniah Survey.    
 

Hymn – Joy To The World 87 
 

 
 

A word on The Word 
 
 
“Men shall find by experience it is true: he who walks in a way 
condemned by the word, shall come to a miserable end. And on 
the contrary, it cannot but be well with them who live according to 
this rule.” 
 
- William Cowper (Poet 1731 - 1800) 
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The Book of Zephaniah Survey. 

Sermon	Notes	
 

Wrath will Rain Upon the Wicked Of The Nation (Zeph 1:7-18, 3:17, Jn 3:16) 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………………………………… … 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Wrath will Rain Upon the Wicked Of The Nations (Zeph 2:10-3:4, Gen 12:3, Zeph 2:10, 
Rom 11:25, Jl 3:2, Mic 4:11-13, Zech 12:3, 14:2, Zeph 3:8b) 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………  
………………………………………………………………………………………….
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………  
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
The Remnant Hidden By The LORD in the midst (Zeph 3:12-17, 2 Pet 2:9, 1 Jn 5:11-12) 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………  
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………  
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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176 words on 176 Verses. 
 

“My soul melteth for heaviness: 
Strengthen thou me according unto thy word.” 

(Ps 119:28) 

 

Deep gowning’s, heaviness of heart and heaviness of soul, it’s in these times 
that believers wonder from where their joy and hope is to come. Set free from 
sin, heaven to gain, Christ within and the very God to inherit and we ask and 
wonder why our soul is so heavy it “cleaveth unto to the dust” (v25)?  

There are times when we can understand such heaviness of soul. A burden 
without, an event that struck our hearts tearing away our joy. There are times 
also when it is sin within, when the acts of our flesh do not correspond with the 
nature of that temple of the Holy Ghost (1 Cor 6:19) and we grieve him (Eph 
4:30). 

But there are times of heaviness that we don’t know from whence it came, we 
can’t tell its origin, but we just feel so incredibly sad and our souls melt for 
heaviness. It is during these times we cast ourselves onto the words of God, 
remembering our Lord is a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief (Isa 
53:3), and we will be like him (1 John 3:2).  

 
Pr Edi Giudetti 
__________________________________________________________________ 

Geniuses,	Not	Brutes! 
by Ken Ham on December 31, 2012  

Over my many years of traveling and speaking, I’ve realized that even many 
Christians (mostly unwittingly) have adopted an evolutionary view of man’s 
intelligence and achievements over the millennia. 

And his brother’s name was Jubal: he was the father of all such as handle the harp 
and organ. And Zillah, she also bare Tubalcain, an instructor of every artificer in 
brass and iron. (Genesis 4:21–22) 

Over my many years of traveling and speaking, I’ve realized that even many 
Christians (mostly unwittingly) have adopted an evolutionary view of man’s 
intelligence and achievements over the millennia. 
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Because of the technologically advanced world we live in, with smart phones that 
connect to the world in astounding ways, jet planes, and spacecraft that land on Mars, 
we often think we are so much more intelligent today than our ancestors who lived 
hundreds or thousands of years ago. Most of us tend to think that people of past 
societies were somewhat “primitive.” 

We read that in the decades and centuries after the first two humans (Adam and Eve) 
were created by God, people invented and played musical instruments. And from the 
verse above, we know that there were talented people who worked with brass and 
iron prior to the Flood. 

Now, Genesis 4 doesn’t give us many details, but this section of the Bible tells us that 
these people had a high degree of sophistication in a certain technology. I know I 
don’t have anywhere near that ability myself! 

The fantastic technology we enjoy today is the result of an accumulation of 
knowledge gained over the past few hundred years. Think how far technology has 
advanced in just 200 years! The beginnings of the technologies to build automobiles 
go back to the late 17th and early 18th centuries, and airplanes were invented just 
over 100 years ago. 

 

The	Genius	of	People	Before/After	the	Flood	

I often try to imagine what many people must have invented by the time of Noah, 
about 4,400 years ago (about 1,600 years after Creation). Who knows what 
remarkable things were created by geniuses when Noah was building the great Ark? 
Those are questions we are dealing with as we design our Ark Encounter outreach. 

After the global Flood, there would have been a catastrophic loss of technology. And 
we don’t know what kinds of technological items, tools, and machines were brought 
on board the Ark by Noah. But after the Flood, and as people increased in numbers 
on the earth, no doubt technology once again exploded. 

AiG’s board chairman, Pastor Don Landis, together with a team of researchers, has 
carefully collected some intriguing information—from all around the world—that 
reveals how ancient people, going back thousands of years, were highly skilled and 
inventive. They have published their findings in a fascinating new book entitled The 
Genius of Ancient Man. 

Primitive	or	Advanced?	

From an evolutionary perspective, most people today believe that ancient man 
originally communicated with grunts, eventually developed language, and then over 
time went from making “primitive” items (e.g., stone tools) to working with bronze 
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and iron. But the evidence Don and his researchers have collected from around the 
globe refutes this false evolutionary view of human history. 

The Bible, the true history of the universe, has revealed that truth to us in Genesis. 

Instead, the evidence they have gathered confirms what we would expect based upon 
reading God’s Word about the world: humans have been highly intelligent from the 
beginning and could quickly gain knowledge to create sophisticated technology. The 
Bible, the true history of the universe, has revealed that truth to us in Genesis. 

Certainly there have been times when wars, catastrophes, or maybe even God’s 
judgment on wicked rebellion have hindered knowledge and inventiveness. Some 
accumulated knowledge would have been lost. But afterward, humans would begin to 
accumulate information that allowed them to be inventive once again and develop 
new technologies. 

Not only is it fascinating to learn of man’s incredible achievements of the past (think 
of the remarkable Egyptian pyramids), but there is something more important to 
learn—the vital message concerning man’s continual rebellion against his Creator. As 
we see nations remain on the path of wicked rebellion against the One who created all 
things and who owns us, we should be reminded that God has provided a way of 
salvation from our sin and a rescue from eternal separation from God. 

 

David Livingstone’s Loving Spirit 

 
In the late Professor Drummond’s “The Greatest Thing in the World,” he 

tells of meeting with natives in the interior of Africa who remembered David 
Livingstone. They could not understand a word he uttered, but they 
recognized the universal language of love through which he appealed to 
them. It had been many years since that Christian hero had passed their way, 
but the very remembrance of his presence among them would kindle a 
friendly smile. 

It is this very selfsame universal language of love, divine, Christ like love, 
that we must have if we are going to be used of God. The world does not 
understand theology or dogma, but it understands love and sympathy. A 
loving act may be more powerful and far-reaching than the most eloquent 
sermon.1 
                                                
1 Moody, D. L. (1898). Anecdotes, Incidents, and Illustrations (pp. 50–51). 
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Words Of Hope 
 

THRONE 

“Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: the sceptre of thy kingdom is a 
right sceptre” (Ps. 45:6).  

“The Lord hath prepared his throne in the heavens; and his kingdom ruleth 
over all” (Ps. 103:19).  

“In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a 
throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple” (Isa. 6:1).  

“But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: a 
sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom” (Heb. 1:8).  

“And immediately I was in the spirit: and, behold, a throne was set in 
heaven, and one sat on the throne” (Rev. 4:2).  

“And there shall be no more curse: but the throne of God and of the Lamb 
shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him” (Rev. 22:3). 

 

GOLDEN THOUGHT 
Behold, a throne was set in heaven. 
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Devotion for Hope 
THE PILGRIM’S PROGRESS 

John Bunyan 
Continued. 

Now I saw in my dream, that thus they sat talking together until supper was ready. 
So when they had made ready, they sat down to meat. Now the table was furnished 
“with fat things, and with wine that was well refined”: and all their talk at the table was 
about the Lord of the hill; as, namely, about what He had done, and wherefore He did 
what He did, and why He had builded that house. And by what they said, I perceived 
that He had been a great warrior, and had fought with and slain “him that had the power 
of death,” but not without great danger to Himself, which made me love Him the more75 
(Heb. 2:14, 15). 

For, as they said, and as I believe (said Christian), He did it with the loss of much 
blood; but that which put glory of grace into all He did, was, that He did it out of pure 
love to His country. And besides, there were some of them of the household that said 
they had been and spoke with Him since He did die on the cross; and they have attested 
that they had it from His own lips, that He is such a lover of poor pilgrims, that the like 
is not to be found from the east to the west. 

They, moreover, gave an instance of what they affirmed, and that was, He had 
stripped Himself of His glory, that He might do this for the poor; and that they heard 
Him say and affirm, “that He would not dwell in the mountain of Zion alone.” They 
said, moreover, that He had made many pilgrims princes, though by nature they were 
beggars born, and their original had been the dunghill (1 Sam. 2:8; Psa. 113:7). 

Thus they discoursed together till late at night; and after they had committed 
themselves to their Lord for protection, they betook themselves to rest: the Pilgrim they 
laid in a large upper chamber, whose window opened toward the sun-rising; the name 
of the chamber was Peace; where he slept till break of day, and then he awoke and 
sang77— 

Where am I now? Is this the love and care 
Of Jesus for the men that pilgrims are? 
Thus to provide! that I should be forgiven! 
And dwell already the next door to Heaven! 

So, in the morning, they all got up; and after some more discourse, they told him 
that he should not depart till they had shown him the rarities of that place. And first, 
they had him into the study, where they showed him records of the greatest antiquity; 
in which, as I remember my dream, they showed him first the pedigree of the Lord of 
the hill, that He was the Son of the Ancient of Days, and came by that eternal 
generation. Here also was more fully recorded the acts that He had done, and the names 
of many hundreds that He had taken into His service; and how He had placed them in 
such habitations, that could neither by length of days, nor decays of nature, be 
dissolved. 

Then they read to him some of the worthy acts that some of His servants had done: 
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as, how they had “subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, 
stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the 
sword, out of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, and turned to flight 
the armies of the aliens” (Heb. 11:33, 34). 

They then read again in another part of the records of the house, where it was 
showed how willing their Lord was to receive into His favour any, even any, though 
they in time past had offered great affronts to His person and proceedings. Here also 
were several other histories of many other famous things, of all which Christian had a 
view; as of things both ancient and modern; together with prophecies and predictions 
of things that have their certain accomplishment, both to the dread and amazement of 
enemies, and the comfort and solace of pilgrims. 

The next day they took him and had him into the armoury, where they showed him 
all manner of furniture, which their Lord had provided for pilgrims, as sword, shield, 
helmet, breastplate, all-prayer, and shoes that would not wear out. And there was here 
enough of this to harness out as many men, for the service of their Lord, as there be 
stars in the Heaven for multitude.79 

They also showed him some of the engines with which some of his servants had 
done wonderful things. They showed him Moses’ rod; the hammer and nail with which 
Jael slew Sisera; the pitchers, trumpets, and lamps too, with which Gibeon put to flight 
the armies of Midian. Then they showed him the ox’s goad wherewith Shamgar slew 
600 men. They showed him, also, the jaw-bone with which Samson did such mighty 
feats. They showed him, moreover, the sling and stone with which David slew Goliath 
of Gath; and the sword, also, with which their Lord will kill the Man of Sin, in the day 
that he shall rise up to the prey. They showed him, besides, many excellent things, with 
which Christian was much delighted. This done, they went to their rest again.2 

 ….To be continued. 
 

Hannah Whitehall Smith Devotion 
 
I	am	afraid	the	scolding	I	sent	you	in	my	last	letter	sounded	unsympathetic,	but	I	

didn’t	mean	it	that	way.	I	only	wanted	to	show	you	that	you	must	obey	the	Lord’s	
command	not	to	let	your	heart	be	troubled	or	afraid.	There	is	absolutely	no	other	
way	to	meet	your	problems.	And	I	am	so	sure	that	this	way	will	bring	you	a	glorious	
victory	that	I	felt	as	if	I	must	press	you	into	it	with	all	the	influence	and	all	the	
authority	my	love	could	give. 

I am sure that you must not always be looking ahead. I am sure you must live just 
one day at a time, taking no thought of any kind for tomorrow. It is a glorious chance 
for you to abandon yourself unreservedly to the love and will of thy Lord. And I 
believe if you will do this, it will be the doorway for thee into a far deeper 
relationship with the Lord than you have ever known yet. Nothing brings the soul into 
such oneness with Him as a surrender of something that is difficult. What Faber says 

                                                
2 Bunyan, J. (2006). The Pilgrim’s Progress (Vol. 3, pp. 109–110). Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible 
Software. 
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is profoundly true, that 

God’s will is sweetest to us, when 
It triumphs at our cost. 

It does not seem at first as if it could be sweet, but when we have really submitted, 
it always becomes sweet. Some one wrote to me the other day, “I conquered my 
sorrow by submitting to it,” and I could say, “amen” to this. I have conquered many a 
sorrow in the same way. And I want you to do it with this sorrow you are fearing. 
Just say, “Your will be done” to the very worst form of it, and then leave all the 
future with Him. 

—To Priscilla, December 18, 18823 
 

Lessons About Our Calling 
“Therefore seeing we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we faint not.”  

(2 Corinthians 4:1) 

IN our verse, the Apostle Paul gives us a good lesson about our calling from the Lord. Our 
verse speaks about the awareness of our calling, the awarding of our calling, and the attitude 
in our calling. 

Awareness of our calling. “Seeing we have this ministry.” Paul knew his calling, 
namely, that he was called to be an apostle. Paul is not the only one who can and should 
know his calling. We all should know the will of God for our lives. Few things are as 
important as knowing what God wants you to do in His vineyard. Tragically, however, we 
see many folk floundering around not knowing what they are to do. That is not God’s fault. 
He makes His calling plain to everyone. But many folk do not pay attention to God’s call 
because they are more interested in doing what they want to do and not what God wants 
them to do. If you do not know your calling, get into the Word of God and pray. Be willing 
to do whatever He asks. That is the key to knowing your calling. 

Awarding of our calling. “As we have received mercy.” Paul recognized that his calling 
was a result of God’s mercy to him. All callings are a result of Divine mercy. God does not 
call us because we are so good He cannot get along without us. He calls us in mercy. It is a 
privilege to serve in His vineyard, and we are able to serve not because of our goodness but 
because of His grace. We cannot brag and boast about our calling because it is all of Divine 
mercy. But mercy should really motivate us to dedication in fulfilling our calling. 

Attitude in our calling. “We faint not.” The right attitude in your calling is to keep going 
regardless of difficulties. Here the words “faint not” have to do with courage. Often in 
fulfilling our calling, it requires courage to do our work. It is not easy to live for God. 
Cowards will quit quickly. But if we are going to fulfill our Divine calling, we must have 
courage to keep going in spite of dangers. We must not faint in fear at the task before us. If 
God has called us, He will go with us. Therefore, fear not to serve Him.4 

                                                
3 Smith, H. W., & Dieter, M. E. (1997). The Christian’s secret of a holy life: the unpublished 
personal writings of Hannah Whitall Smith.  
4 Butler, J. G. (2005). Daily Bible Reading: Sermonettes (Vol. 3, p. 337). Clinton, IA: LBC  
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Announcements and Things to Come 
 
 

Studies and Encouragements. 
 

• Communion, 1st Sunday of every month  
• Prayer meeting / Bible Study (The Acts of the Apostles). Every 

Wednesday Night 7:30pm See Br Kest or Pr Edi for details. 
• Christmas Carols Dinner. Sunday 17th December 5:30pm. Speaker 

Pr Jamil Sarraf. RSVP Strictly by 10th December. 
• Senior Camp Monday 8th Jan to 12th Jan. Alexander adventure 

resort. Ages 13 to 19yrs. “Dealing with Life’s Dangers” 
• Junior Camp Monday 15th Jan to 19th Jan. Alexander Adventure 

Resort. Ages 8 to 12 yrs. “The Kingdom of Choices”. 

 
• Prayer & Praise List 

Missionaries 
Sunbury 
Government  

The Gospel to Friends/Family 
Christian Persecution. 

 


