
 
 
 
 
 

    
 

 
 

Welcome to Hope Baptist Church 
 

Sunday 31st of December 2017 
 
 

531 Elizabeth Dr Sunbury 
Service Sundays 10:30am today  

 
www.hopebc.org.au 

“For whatsoever things where written 
aforetime were written for our learning, that 

we through patience and comfort of the 
scriptures might have hope”.  

Romans 15:4 
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Hymn	To	Remember	
Hark	The	Herald	Angels	Sing			

Author: Charles Wesley 1707 - 1788  
Circa: 1739 

Scriptures: Isa 7:14, Isa 9:1-8, Lk 1:33-35, Rom 5:8-11, Heb 1:3-6. 
 

 

1 Hark! the herald angels sing,  “Glory to the newborn King. 
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise; join the triumph of the skies; 
with th'angelic hosts proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 

Refrain: 
Hark, the herald angels sing,  “Glory to the newborn King!” 

2 Christ by highest heav'n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
late in time behold Him come, offspring of the virgin's womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; hail the incarnate Deity, 
pleased as man with men to dwell, Jesus, our Immanuel. [Refrain] 

3 Hail the heav'n-born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all He brings, ris'n with healing in His wings. 

Mild He lays His glory by, born that we no more may die, 
born to raise the sons of earth, born to give them second birth. [Refrain] 

4 Come, Desire of nations, come, fix in us Thy humble home; 
rise, the woman's conqu'ring Seed, bruise in us the serpent's head. 

Adam's likeness now efface, stamp Thine image in its place; 
Second Aam from above, Reinstate us in Thy love. [Refrain] 

 
This hymn by Charles Wesley was written within a year of Wesley’s conversion. Thus, as Albert 
Bailey writes, “the inspiration of his newly-made contact with God was still fresh” (The Gospel in 
Hymns, 100). Rather than simply tell the nativity story, Wesley pours theological truths into this 
text. The first verse tells the story of the angels proclaiming Christ’s birth, and the second and third 
verse go on to make it very clear why the angels sang. Simply by describing Christ, Wesley tells us 
the entire Gospel story. We are told of Christ’s nature, his birth and incarnation, his ministry, and 
his salvific purpose. The Psalter Hymnal Handbook describes the hymn like this: “A curious 
mixture of exclamation, exhortation, and theological reflection. The focus shifts rapidly from 
angels, to us, to nations. The text’s strength may not lie so much in any orderly sequence of thought 
but in its use of Scripture to teach its theology. That teaching surely produces in us a childlike 
response of faith; we too can sing ‘Glory to the newborn King!’” 
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 Order of Service 
 

Welcome 
 

Announcements & Prayer 
 

Hymn – Hark The Herald Angels Sing 93 
 

Bible Reading- Malachi 1:6-11 
 

Hymn – O Come All Ye Faithful 100 
 

Sermon – The Book of Malachi Survey    
 

Hymn – And Can It Be That I Should Gain 44 
 

 
 

A word on The Word 
 
 
“Neglect of the Word of God and of private devotions is the most 
fruitful source of spiritual decline. Just so long as the spirit of man 
keeps on terms of intimacy with the loving Spirit of God, while 
the Bible is regularly and prayerfully studied and the habit of 
retirement is maintained, there will be a regular growth in grace 
and in the knowledge and love of God.”     
 
- F.B Meyer (Baptist Pastor/Evangelist. 1847 - 1929) 
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The Book of Malachi 

Sermon	Notes	
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176 words on 176 Verses. 
 

“I have stuck unto thy testimonies: 
O Lord, put me not to shame” 

(Ps 119:31) 

How wonderfully expressive is the word of God to us. To be “stuck unto thy 
testimonies” is somewhat of an immovable position. We have seen already that the 
position the Psalmist takes is one of choice, he had determined that the testimonies of 
the Lord was that which he had ‘chosen’ (v30), which he took ‘delight’ in (v24) and 
did ‘meditate upon’ (v23). The Psalmist certainly was not surprised to be ‘stuck’ on 
the testimonies of the Lord, his only prayer is that he would be unashamed of the 
decision.  

We so often find ourselves in fear that to abide in the testimonies of the Lord and to 
live as though each and every word is true, may be considered extreme. But brethren, 
the words of the Lord have found themselves truer than any broadcast word of man, 
whether televised or written.  No, to be stuck on the testimonies of the Lord will 
never leave us ashamed, so many more are the words given to us to confirm the 
canon; much fewer were the words trusted by the psalmist. 
 
Pr Edi Giudetti 
__________________________________________________________________ 

Devotion  
Self Abandonment 

 
The	soul	where	love	reigns	forgets	herself	wholly	that	she	may	think	only	upon	

her	Well	Beloved.	she	becomes	divested	of	every	selfish	interest	in	her	own	
Salvation,	perfection	joy	or	consolation,	that	she	may	only	think	of	the	interests	of	
God.	She	no	longer	things	of	enjoying	His	embrace,	but	of	suffering	for	Him.	She	no	
longer	asks	anything	for	herself,	but	only	that	He	may	be	glorified.	Madam	Guyon	
Commentary	on	the	Song	of	Solomon 

Is not this the true meaning of self abandonment? 
Simplicity of spirit causes us to act in respect to God continually, without 

hesitation, straight forward, without reflections; and supremely, without complicated 
intentions, motives or designs with a single eye to the good pleasure of God. When 
simplicity is perfect, we even commonly act without a thought of it. To act with 
simplicity towards a neighbor, is to act with frankness, without affectation; with 
sincerity without disguise, and with liberty, without constraint. As an infant does in 
its mother’s presence. 

—Journal, Millville N.J., August 27, 18651 

                                                
1 Smith, H. W., & Dieter, M. E. (1997). The Christian’s secret of a holy life: the unpublished personal writings of Hannah Whitall Smith.  
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Words Of Hope 
 

WORD 
“Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be 
acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my strength, and my redeemer” (Ps. 
19:14).  

“For ever, O Lord, thy word is settled in heaven” (Ps. 119:89).  

“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path” (Ps. 119:105).  

“The entrance of thy words giveth light; it giveth understanding unto the 
simple” (Ps. 119:130).  

“Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth” (John 17:17).  

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and 
admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing 
with grace in your hearts to the Lord” (Col. 3:16). 

 

GOLDEN THOUGHT 
Your Word is a lamp unto my feet. 
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Devotion for Hope 
THE PILGRIM’S PROGRESS 

John Bunyan 
Continued. 

COMBAT WITH APOLLYON 
APOL. Then Apollyon broke out into a grievous rage, saying, I am an 

enemy to this Prince; I hate His person, His laws, and people; I am come out 
on purpose to withstand thee. 

CHR. Apollyon, beware what you do; for I am in the king’s highway, the 
way of holiness; therefore take heed to yourself. 

APOL. Then Apollyon straddled quite over the whole breadth of the way, 
and said, I am void of fear in this matter: prepare thyself to die; for I swear 
by my infernal den, that thou shalt go no further; here will I spill thy soul. 

And with that he threw a flaming dart at his breast; but Christian had a 
shield in his hand, with which he caught it, and so prevented the danger of 
that. 

Then did Christian draw; for he saw it was time to bestir him: and 
Apollyon as fast made at him, throwing darts as thick as hail; by the which, 
notwithstanding all that Christian could do to avoid it, Apollyon wounded 
him in his head, his hand, and foot. This made Christian give a little back; 
Apollyon, therefore, followed his work amain, and Christian again took 
courage, and resisted as manfully as he could. This sore combat lasted for 
above half a day, even till Christian was almost quite spent; for you must 
know, that Christian, by reason of his wounds, must needs grow weaker and 
weaker. 

Then Apollyon, espying his opportunity, began to gather up close to 
Christian, and wrestling with him, gave him a dreadful fall; and with that, 
Christian’s sword flew out of his hand. Then said Apollyon, I am sure of 
thee now. And with that he had almost pressed him to death; so that 
Christian began to despair of life: but as God would have it, while Apollyon 
was fetching of his last blow, thereby to make a full end of this good man, 
Christian nimbly stretched out his hand for his sword, and caught it, saying, 
“Rejoice not against me, O mine enemy: when I fall, I shall arise” (Micah. 
7:8); and with that gave him a deadly thrust, which made him give back, as 
one that had received his mortal wound. Christian perceiving that, made at 
him again, saying, “Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors, 
through Him that loved us” (Rom. 8:37). And with that Apollyon spread 
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forth his dragon’s wings, and sped him away, that Christian for a season saw 
him no more92 (James 4:7). 

In this combat no man can imagine, unless he had seen and heard as I did, 
what yelling and hideous roaring Apollyon made all the time of the fight—
he spake like a dragon; and, on the other side, what sighs and groans burst 
from Christian’s heart. I never saw him all the while give so much as one 
pleasant look, till he perceived he had wounded Apollyon with his two-
edged sword; then, indeed, he did smile, and look upward; but it was the 
most dreadful sight that ever I saw. 

So when the battle was over, Christian said, “I will here give thanks to 
Him that delivered me out of the mouth of the lion, to Him that did help me 
against Apollyon.” And so he did, saying— 

Great Beelzebub, the captain of this fiend, 
Design’d my ruin; therefore to this end 
He sent him harness’d out; and he with rage, 
That hellish was, did fiercely me engage. 
But blessed Michael helped me, and I, 
By dint of sword, did quickly make him fly. 
Therefore to him let me give lasting praise, 
And thank and bless his holy name always. 

Then there came to him a hand, with some of the leaves of the tree of life, 
the which Christian took, and applied to the wounds that he had received in 
the battle, and was healed immediately. He also sat down in that place to eat 
bread, and to drink of the bottle that was given him a little before; so being 
refreshed, he addressed himself to his journey, with his sword drawn in his 
hand; for he said, I know not but some other enemy may be at hand. But he 
met with no other affront from Apollyon quite through this valley. 

Now, at the end of this valley, was another, The Valley of the Shadow of 
Death. and Christian must needs go through it, because the way to the 
Celestial City lay through the midst of it. Now this valley is a very solitary 
place. The prophet Jeremiah thus describes it: “A wilderness, a land of 
deserts, and of pits, a land of drought, and of the shadow of death, a land 
that no man” (but a Christian) “passed through, and where no man dwelt” 
(Jer. 2:6). 

Now here Christian was worse put to it than in his fight with Apollyon; 
as by the sequel you shall see.2  ….To be continued. 

                                                
2 Bunyan, J. (2006). The Pilgrim’s Progress (Vol. 3, pp. 112–114). Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible  
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The	New	Testament	
	in	40	Days	

 
 
 
 

“I have read the Bible” said the man who calls himself Christian. 
 

“I read the Bible” said the Christian. 
 
 
 
 
o 1 January 2018 Matt 1–6 o 21 January 2018 Acts 6–10 
o 2 January 2018 Matt 7–12 o 22 January 2018 Acts 11–15 
o 3 January 2018 Matt 13–17 o 23 January 2018 Acts 16–20 
o 4 January 2018 Matt 18–22 o 24 January 2018 Acts 21–26 
o 5 January 2018 Matt 23–26 o 25 January 2018 Acts 27–28, Rom 1–5 
o 6 January 2018 Matt 27–28, Mark 1–2 o 26 January 2018 Rom 6–11 
o 7 January 2018 Mark 3–7 o 27 January 2018 Rom 12–16, 1 Cor 1–3 
o 8 January 2018 Mark 8–11 o 28 January 2018 1 Cor 4–11 
o 9 January 2018 Mark 12–16 o 29 January 2018 1 Cor 12–16 
o 10 January 2018 Luke 1–4 o 30 January 2018 2 Cor 1–13 
o 11 January 2018 Luke 5–8 o 31 January 2018 Gal 1–6 
o 12 January 2018 Luke 9–11 o 1 February 2018 Eph 1–6, Phil 1–4 
o 13 January 2018 Luke 12–16 o 2 February 2018 Col 1–4, 1 Thess 1–5 
o 14 January 2018 Luke 17–20 o 

 
3 February 2018 
 

2 Thess 1–3, 1 Tim 1–6,  
2 Tim 1–4 

o 15 January 2018 Luke 21–24 
 

o 
 

4 February 2018 
 

Titus 1–3, Philem,  
Heb 1–6 

o 16 January 2018 John 1–5 o 5 February 2018 Heb 7–13 
o 17 January 2018 John 6–8 o 6 February 2018 James 1–5, 1 Pet 1–5 
o 18 January 2018 John 9–12 o 7 February 2018 2 Pet 1–3, 1 John 1–5,  

2 John 
o 19 January 2018 John 13–21 o 8 February 2018 3 John, Jude, Rev 1–9 
o 20 January 2018 Acts 1–5 o 9 February 2018 Rev 10–22 
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Lamb or Birds 
 

“If he be not able to bring a lamb, then he shall bring for his trespass, which he hath 
committed, two turtledoves, or two young pigeons, unto the LORD; one for a sin 
offering, and the other for a burnt offering.” (Leviticus 5:7) 

THE rules regarding offerings were considerate of the ability of the people. As an 
example, our verse says if you could not bring a lamb for an offering, then you could 
bring a bird—in this case either a dove or a pigeon. This rule gives us principles in 
regards to both grace and giving. 

Grace. “If he be not able to bring a lamb.” The Israelites were required to bring 
offerings for their sins. Sin requires that a sacrifice be made for the atonement of the 
soul. Jesus Christ, of course, is the sacrifice for our sins. The offerings in the Old 
Testament simply foreshadowed the offering of Christ. And since Christ in grace is 
available for all, the offerings must reflect this fact. Therefore, if an Israelite could 
not afford to bring a lamb, he was permitted to bring either a dove or pigeon—an 
animal of much less cost which a poor person would be able to afford. This meant 
that no one was going to be excluded from making an atonement for his soul. Grace 
opens the doors to all people to be saved. None are excluded. This is the message of 
our verse regarding what animals to bring if one could not afford a lamb. 

Giving. “Two turtledoves or two young pigeons.” The rule for offerings in our 
verse also taught about the principle of giving. Some folk were not able to bring a 
lamb for an offering but they could bring a dove or pigeon. God does not require us 
to give of what we do not have. The Apostle Paul repeated this truth when he wrote 
about giving: “It is accepted according to that a man hath, and not according to that 
he hath not” (2 Corinthians 8:12). Christ emphasized this truth in pointing out the gift 
of the widow who gave only “two mites” (Luke 21:2). And in terms of what she had 
she gave more than the rich who gave much larger gifts. All can give—some more, 
some less. The problem today is that people do not give according to what they have. 
They give a lot less. They give birds when they could give lambs.3 

 
NEWS: Army warns Christians on security in 
northeastern Nigeria 
23rd December 2017 8:07 pm by Hassan John  
The Nigerian army operating in the north-eastern state of Borno, the active region of Boko Haram, 
has once more warned churches of potential Boko Haram attack during the Christmas period. 

Colonel Onyema Nwachukwu said: “An assessment of recent trends of Boko Haram Insurgents 

                                                
3 Butler, J. G. (2005). Daily Bible Reading: Sermonettes (Vol. 3, p. 33). Clinton, IA: LBC Publications. 
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Improvised Explosive device (IEDs) campaign indicated a deliberate targeting of places of worships 
as witnessed in the disheartening incident of the suicide bombings.” 

The army spokesman said it would be easy for suicide bombers to get into some churches because 
of “the absence of measures to scrutinize and identify persons accessing these facilities.” 

He added: “Most places of worship have been found to exhibit similar deficiency and have lowered 
their guards, thereby exposing themselves to preventable attacks.” 

Nwachukwu challenged churches to be very vigilant and monitor suspicious persons around them 
and in their communities, as well as other public places during the yuletide season. 

The Islamist Boko Haram Jihadists are likely to take advantage of any relaxed vigilance and 
security for a possible attack at these soft targets, he said. 

Nwachukwu also pleaded with both community and religious leaders to sensitize and mobilize their 
people to continuously be on the alert. 

Nwachukwu also warned that the Boko Haram Islamists have 
left several Unexploded Ordnances (UXO) and IEDs scattered 
in many communities in the northeast and noted that these are 
dangerous to unsuspecting members of the public. Though the 
military and the Nigeria Police Force were conducting 
clearance operations to sanitize the war ravaged communities in 
the northeast, he warned people, especially parents, to be 

watchful over their children.  

Nwachukwu called on farmers, herders, traders and artisans travelling through communities and 
villages not to fiddle with any strange or unfamiliar object. “Discovery of such objects should be 
reported to security agencies.” 

Meanwhile a Boko Haram video, possibly recorded about the same time last year, has resurfaced 
and is circulating the social media where Abubakar Shekau, the leader of the Jihadi sect, declared 
that he will certainly carry out attacks on during Christmas celebration season. 

Shekau, in his characteristic rant, said, “We have not been driven out (of Sambisa forest) and 
human knowledge will not disclose where we are. He chided the army accusing the military of 
claiming to have defeated them (Boko Haram) just to justify the money they get from the west. 

 
“Christians, Jesus is not God and is not the Son of God. You lie… you 
have no relationship with our mother Maryam and you have no 
relationship with Isa (Jesus) he is a prophet and nothing more.” 
“You want to celebrate your Christmas peacefully? The Christmas, 
you will see, you will not celebrate the Christmas, you will see,” 
Shekau said. 

Christian Association of Nigeria, CAN, leaders in Jos, Nigeria, have been sending WhatsApp 
messages to church leaders calling for extra security measures. 

Pray for our suffering brethren around the world.  

Image Credits: CC/Google images 
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Announcements and Things to Come 
 
 

Studies and Encouragements. 
 

• Communion, 1st Sunday of every month  
• Prayer meeting / Bible Study Restart Wednesday 31st January. 
• New Years Eve. Faith Baptist Church Moomba Prk Primary School 

8pm (Bring some nibblies to share).  
• Senior Camp Monday 8th Jan to 12th Jan. Alexander adventure 

resort. Ages 13 to 19yrs. “Dealing with Life’s Dangers” 
• Junior Camp Monday 15th Jan to 19th Jan. Alexander Adventure 

Resort. Ages 8 to 12 yrs. “The Kingdom of Choices”. 

 
• Prayer & Praise List 

Missionaries 
Sunbury 
Government  

The Gospel to Friends/Family 
Christian Persecution. 

 


