
 
 
 
 
 

    
 

 
 

Welcome to Hope Baptist Church 
 

Sunday 24th of December 2017 
 
 

531 Elizabeth Dr Sunbury 
Service Sundays 10:30am today  

 
www.hopebc.org.au 

“For whatsoever things where written 
aforetime were written for our learning, that 

we through patience and comfort of the 
scriptures might have hope”.  

Romans 15:4 
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Hymn	To	Remember	
Hark	The	Herald	Angels	Sing			

Author: Charles Wesley 1707 - 1788  
Circa: 1739 

Scriptures: Isa 7:14, Isa 9:1-8, Lk 1:33-35, Rom 5:8-11, Heb 1:3-6. 
 

 

1 Hark! the herald angels sing,  “Glory to the newborn King. 
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise; join the triumph of the skies; 
with th'angelic hosts proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 

Refrain: 
Hark, the herald angels sing,  “Glory to the newborn King!” 

2 Christ by highest heav'n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
late in time behold Him come, offspring of the virgin's womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; hail the incarnate Deity, 
pleased as man with men to dwell, Jesus, our Immanuel. [Refrain] 

3 Hail the heav'n-born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all He brings, ris'n with healing in His wings. 

Mild He lays His glory by, born that we no more may die, 
born to raise the sons of earth, born to give them second birth. [Refrain] 

4 Come, Desire of nations, come, fix in us Thy humble home; 
rise, the woman's conqu'ring Seed, bruise in us the serpent's head. 

Adam's likeness now efface, stamp Thine image in its place; 
Second Aam from above, Reinstate us in Thy love. [Refrain] 

 
This hymn by Charles Wesley was written within a year of Wesley’s conversion. Thus, as Albert 
Bailey writes, “the inspiration of his newly-made contact with God was still fresh” (The Gospel in 
Hymns, 100). Rather than simply tell the nativity story, Wesley pours theological truths into this 
text. The first verse tells the story of the angels proclaiming Christ’s birth, and the second and third 
verse go on to make it very clear why the angels sang. Simply by describing Christ, Wesley tells us 
the entire Gospel story. We are told of Christ’s nature, his birth and incarnation, his ministry, and 
his salvific purpose. The Psalter Hymnal Handbook describes the hymn like this: “A curious 
mixture of exclamation, exhortation, and theological reflection. The focus shifts rapidly from 
angels, to us, to nations. The text’s strength may not lie so much in any orderly sequence of thought 
but in its use of Scripture to teach its theology. That teaching surely produces in us a childlike 
response of faith; we too can sing ‘Glory to the newborn King!’” 
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 Order of Service 
 

Welcome 
 

Announcements & Prayer 
 

Hymn – Hark The Herald Angels Sing 93 
 

Bible Reading- John 1:1-14 
 

Hymn – O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 83 
 

Sermon – The Word Was made Flesh.    
 

Hymn – What Child Is This 94 
 

 
 

A word on The Word 
 
 
Faith, the allegorical friend of Christian in The Pilgrims Progress, 
argued, “That what rule, or laws, or custom, or people were flat 
against the Word of God, are diametrically opposed to 
Christianity…Whatever is thrust into the worship of God that is 
not aggregable to divine revelation, cannot be done but by human 
faith, which faith will not profit to eternal life”   
 
- John Bunyan (Writer & Preacher. 1628 - 1688) 
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The Word Wass made Flesh 

Sermon	Notes	
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176 words on 176 Verses. 
 

“I have chosen the way of truth: 
Thy judgments have I laid before me.” 

(Ps 119:30) 

Even in one verse we may find exposed the error of the sovereignty of God to 
the exclusion of the free will of man. This holy man of God cannot speak truth 
if his choice to the way of truth were imposed by supernatural force. So here we 
find that first a man must choose by his own will to live in the truth. It may take 
time to come to decision but, the decision, when made is made in a moment. 

Pilot asked “what is truth” (Jn 18:38) to the Way of truth standing before him, 
and we would also need to ask for the standard to lay before us. Truth is not 
ours, it is not a personal ascent of the opinions of man, but the way of truth is an 
absolute, true for all men at all times, it is not subjective but objective. Men the 
world over seek for truth apart from God, they search in vain. With his 
judgements laid before us we have opened both the way, the truth and the life.  
 
Pr Edi Giudetti 
__________________________________________________________________ 
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Words Of Hope 
 

WONDERFUL 

“Many, O Lord my God, are thy wonderful works which thou hast done” 
(Ps. 40:5a).  

“Thy testimonies are wonderful: therefore doth my soul keep them” (Ps. 
119:129). 

 “For there is not a word in my tongue, but, lo, O Lord, thou knowest it 
altogether… . Such knowledge is too wonderful for me” (Ps. 139:4, 6a).  

“I will praise thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made: marvellous 
are thy works” (Ps. 139:14a).  

“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government 
shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, 
Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace” 
(Isa. 9:6).  

“We do hear them speak in our tongues the wonderful works of God” 
(Acts 2:11b). 

GOLDEN THOUGHT 
Your testimonies are wonderful. 
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Devotion for Hope 
THE PILGRIM’S PROGRESS 

John Bunyan 
Continued. 

THE VALLEY OF HUMILIATION  

Then he began to go forward; but Discretion, Piety, Charity, and Prudence, would 
accompany him down to the foot of the hill. So they went on together, reiterating their 
former discourses, till they came to go down the hill. Then, said Christian, as it was 
difficult coming up, so, so far as I can see, it is dangerous going down. Yes, said 
Prudence, so it is, for it is a hard matter for a man to go down into the Valley of 
Humiliation, as thou art now, and to catch no slip by the way; therefore, said they, are 
we come out to accompany thee down the hill. So he began to go down, but very warily; 
yet he caught a slip or two. Then I saw in my dream that these good companions, when 
Christian was gone to the bottom of the hill, gave him a loaf of bread, a bottle of wine, 
and a cluster of raisins; and then he went on his way. 

But now, in this Valley of Humiliation, poor Christian was hard put to it; for he had 
gone but a little way, before he espied a foul fiend coming over the field to meet him; 
his name is Apollyon. Then did Christian begin to be afraid, and to cast in his mind 
whether to go back or to stand his ground. But he considered again that he had no 
armour for his back; and, therefore, thought that to turn the back to him might give him 
the greater advantage, with ease to pierce him with his darts. Therefore he resolved to 
venture and stand his ground; for, thought he, had I no more in mine eye than the saving 
of my life, it would be the best way to stand. 

So he went on, and Apollyon met him. Now the monster was hideous to behold; he 
was clothed with scales, like a fish (and they are his pride), he had wings like a dragon, 
feet like a bear, and out of his belly came fire and smoke, and his mouth was as the 
mouth of a lion. When he was come up to Christian, he beheld him with a disdainful 
countenance, and thus began to question with him. 

APOL. Whence come you? and whither are you bound? 
CHR. I am come from the City of Destruction, which is the place of all evil, and am 

going to the City of Zion. 
APOL. By this I perceive thou art one of my subjects, for all that country is mine, 

and I am the prince and god of it. How is it, then, that thou hast run away from thy 
king? Were it not that I hope thou mayest do me more service, I would strike thee now, 
at one blow, to the ground. 

CHR. I was born, indeed, in your dominions, but your service was hard, and your 
wages such as a man could not live on, “for the wages of sin is death” (Rom. 6:23); 
therefore, when I was come to years, I did as other considerate persons do, look out, if, 
perhaps, I might mend myself. 

APOL. There is no prince that will thus lightly lose his subjects, neither will I as 
yet lose thee; but since thou complainest of thy service and wages, be content to go 
back; what our country will afford, I do here promise to give thee. 
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CHR. But I have let myself to another, even to the King of princes; and how can I, 
with fairness, go back with thee? 

APOL. Thou hast done in this according to the proverb, “Changed a bad for a 
worse”; but it is ordinary for those that have professed themselves His servants, after a 
while to give Him the slip, and return again to me. Do thou so too, and all shall be well. 

CHR. I have given Him my faith, and sworn my allegiance to Him; how, then, can 
I go back from this, and not be hanged as a traitor? 

APOL. Thou didst the same to me, and yet I am willing to pass by all, if now thou 
wilt yet turn again and go back. 

CHR. What I promised thee was in my nonage; and, besides, I count the Prince 
under whose banner now I stand is able to absolve me; yea, and to pardon also what I 
did as to my compliance with thee; and besides, O thou destroying Apollyon! to speak 
truth, I like His service, His wages, His servants, His government, His company, and 
country, better than thine; and, therefore, leave off to persuade me further; I am His 
servant, and I will follow Him. 

APOL. Consider again, when thou art in cool blood, what thou art like to meet with 
in the way that thou goest. Thou knowest that, for the most part, His servants come to 
an ill end, because they are transgressors against me and my ways. How many of them 
have been put to shameful deaths! and, besides, thou countest His service better than 
mine, whereas He never came yet from the place where He is to deliver any that served 
Him out of their hands; but as for me, how many times, as all the world very well 
knows, have I delivered, either by power or fraud, those that have faithfully served me, 
from Him and His, though taken by them; and so I will deliver thee. 

CHR. His forbearing at present to deliver them is on purpose to try their love, 
whether they will cleave to Him to the end; and as for the ill end thou sayest they come 
to, that is most glorious in their account; for, for present deliverance, they do not much 
expect it, for they stay for their glory, and then they shall have it, when their Prince 
comes in His and the glory of the angels. 

APOL. Thou hast already been unfaithful in thy service to Him; and how dost thou 
think to receive wages of Him? 

CHR. Wherein, O Apollyon! have I been unfaithful to Him? 
APOL. Thou didst faint at first setting out, when thou wast almost choked in the 

Gulf of Despond; thou didst attempt wrong ways to be rid of thy burden, whereas 
against thou shouldest have stayed till thy Prince had taken it off; thou didst sinfully 
sleep, and lose thy choice thing; thou wast, also, almost persuaded to go back, at the 
sight of the lions; and when thou talkest of thy journey, and of what thou hast heard 
and seen, thou art inwardly desirous of vain-glory in all that thou sayest or doest. 

CHR. All this is true, and much more which thou has left out; but the Prince, whom 
I serve and honour, is merciful, and ready to forgive; but, besides, these infirmities 
possessed me in thy country, for there I sucked them in; and I have groaned under them, 
been sorry for them, and have obtained pardon of my Prince.1 

 ….To be continued. 

                                                
1 Bunyan, J. (2006). The Pilgrim’s Progress (Vol. 3, pp. 111–112). Bellingham. 
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The	New	Testament	
	in	40	Days	

 
 
 
 

“I have read the Bible” said the man who calls himself Christian. 
 

“I read the Bible” said the Christian. 
 
 
 
 
o 1 January 2018 Matt 1–6 o 21 January 2018 Acts 6–10 
o 2 January 2018 Matt 7–12 o 22 January 2018 Acts 11–15 
o 3 January 2018 Matt 13–17 o 23 January 2018 Acts 16–20 
o 4 January 2018 Matt 18–22 o 24 January 2018 Acts 21–26 
o 5 January 2018 Matt 23–26 o 25 January 2018 Acts 27–28, Rom 1–5 
o 6 January 2018 Matt 27–28, Mark 1–2 o 26 January 2018 Rom 6–11 
o 7 January 2018 Mark 3–7 o 27 January 2018 Rom 12–16, 1 Cor 1–3 
o 8 January 2018 Mark 8–11 o 28 January 2018 1 Cor 4–11 
o 9 January 2018 Mark 12–16 o 29 January 2018 1 Cor 12–16 
o 10 January 2018 Luke 1–4 o 30 January 2018 2 Cor 1–13 
o 11 January 2018 Luke 5–8 o 31 January 2018 Gal 1–6 
o 12 January 2018 Luke 9–11 o 1 February 2018 Eph 1–6, Phil 1–4 
o 13 January 2018 Luke 12–16 o 2 February 2018 Col 1–4, 1 Thess 1–5 
o 14 January 2018 Luke 17–20 o 

 
3 February 2018 
 

2 Thess 1–3, 1 Tim 1–6,  
2 Tim 1–4 

o 15 January 2018 Luke 21–24 
 

o 
 

4 February 2018 
 

Titus 1–3, Philem,  
Heb 1–6 

o 16 January 2018 John 1–5 o 5 February 2018 Heb 7–13 
o 17 January 2018 John 6–8 o 6 February 2018 James 1–5, 1 Pet 1–5 
o 18 January 2018 John 9–12 o 7 February 2018 2 Pet 1–3, 1 John 1–5,  

2 John 
o 19 January 2018 John 13–21 o 8 February 2018 3 John, Jude, Rev 1–9 
o 20 January 2018 Acts 1–5 o 9 February 2018 Rev 10–22 
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Devotion  
 

Self Has A Thousand Voices 
 

It	seems	to	me,	in	looking	back,	that	the	Master	never	used	a	more	unfit	and	
wretched	instrument	to	do	His	work	than	when	He	used	me.	In	fact	I	know	He	never	
did;	and	I	don’t	wonder	that	He	has	laid	me	aside.	If	He	needs	me	He	will	use	me	
again	someday,	and	meanwhile	I	trust	He	will	fashion	me	into	a	vessel	a	little	better	
fitted	for	His	service.	I	cannot	say	that	the	fashioning	process	is	pleasant	“No	
chastening	seemeth	for	the	present	to	be	joyous	but	grievous”	but,	nevertheless	do	
pray,	dear	Abby,	that	it	may	work	in	me	the	peaceable	fruits	of	righteousness.	
Whenever	I	go	to	work	again	for	my	Master	I	want	to	do	it	without	one	remnant	of	
my	own	strength	and	totally	in	the	strength	of	His	Spirit. 

 
I feel, dear Abby, that we cannot follow the guidance of this blessed Spirit too 
clearly, nor lean too much on His power. And I fairly burn sometimes to go among 
the dead Christians and preach my convictions with regard to it. It is a glorious 
doctrine, but oh so little understood by the great bulk of those even who make it one 
of their principal articles of profession. How few among them for instance ever get 
out of self; how few realize that as to themselves they are dead, and it is only Christ 
who is alive, and they in Him! Yet until we are really out of self we cannot have any 
certain guidance. 

Self has a thousand voices that assume the appearance of divine ones, and the 
heart that has any regard left for it is easily deceived. But let the soul lose absolutely 
all concern for self; let it be indifferent to its reputation; careless of its honor; 
inattentive to its ease; let it be really and practically to itself a stranger and what is 
there to hinder a clear discernment of the Spirit’s voice? Oh, to be freed of every 
selfish interest in our own perfection, joy or consolation so that we may think only of 
the interests of God! To no longer ask anything for ourselves, but only that He may 
be glorified! This, dear Abby, would be self-abandonment in earnest, and why should 
not we seek after so blessed and happy a state? 

Only I am so far, so far off from it! This makes me sigh and mourn. But God, the 
great Husbandman, is able to work greater wonders than even this. 

—To Abby, Millville N.J., August 20, 18652 
 

 
 

                                                
2 Smith, H. W., & Dieter, M. E. (1997). The Christian’s secret of a holy life: the unpublished 
personal writings of Hannah Whitall Smith.  
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Anecdotes  
 

“It’s Better Higher Up!” 

 
Not long ago there lived an old bed-ridden saint, and a Christian lady who 

visited her found her always very cheerful. This visitor had a lady friend of 
wealth, who constantly looked on the dark side of things, and was always 
cast down, although she was a professed Christian. She thought it would do 
this lady good to see the bed-ridden saint, so she took her down to the house. 
She lived up in the garret, five stories up, and when they had got to the first 
story the lady drew up her dress, and said: 

“How dark and filthy it is!” 
“It’s better higher up,” said her friend. 
They got to the next story, and it was no better; the lady complained 

again, but her friend replied: 
“It’s better higher up.” 
At the third floor it seemed still worse, and the lady kept complaining, 

but her friend kept saying: 
“It’s better higher up.” 
At last they got to the fifth story, and when they went into the sick-room, 

there was a nice carpet on the floor, flowering plants in the window, and 
little birds singing. And there they found this bed-ridden saint—one of those 
saints whom God is polishing for His own temple—just beaming with joy. 

The lady said to her, “It must be very hard for you to lie here.” 
She smiled, and said, “It’s better higher up.” 
Yes! And if things go against us, my friends, let us remember that “it’s 

better higher up.”3 

 
 
 

                                                
3 Moody, D. L. (1898). Anecdotes, Incidents, and Illustrations (pp. 51–52). Chicago; New York; 
Toronto: Fleming H. Revell. 
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Announcements and Things to Come 
 
 

Studies and Encouragements. 
 

• Communion, 1st Sunday of every month  
• Prayer meeting / Bible Study (The Acts of the Apostles). Every 

Wednesday Night 7:30pm See Br Kest or Pr Edi for details. 
• New Years Eve. Faith Baptist Church Moomba Prk Primary School 

8pm (Bring some nibblies to share).  
• Senior Camp FORMS DUE! Monday 8th Jan to 12th Jan. Alexander 

adventure resort. Ages 13 to 19yrs. “Dealing with Life’s Dangers” 
• Junior Camp FORMS DUE! Monday 15th Jan to 19th Jan. Alexander 

Adventure Resort. Ages 8 to 12 yrs. “The Kingdom of Choices”. 
• Bells Missionary Support 

 
• Prayer & Praise List 

Missionaries 
Sunbury 
Government  

The Gospel to Friends/Family 
Christian Persecution. 

 


