
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Welcome to Hope Baptist Church 
 

Sunday 17th of December 2017 
 
 

531 Elizabeth Dr Sunbury 
Service Sundays 10:30am today  

 
www.hopebc.org.au 

“For whatsoever things where written 
aforetime were written for our learning, that 

we through patience and comfort of the 
scriptures might have hope”.  

Romans 15:4 
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Hymn	To	Remember	
Hark	The	Herald	Angels	Sing			

Author: Charles Wesley 1707 - 1788  
Circa: 1739 

Scriptures: Isa 7:14, Isa 9:1-8, Lk 1:33-35, Rom 5:8-11, Heb 1:3-6. 
 

 

1 Hark! the herald angels sing,  “Glory to the newborn King. 
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise; join the triumph of the skies; 
with th'angelic hosts proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 

Refrain: 
Hark, the herald angels sing,  “Glory to the newborn King!” 

2 Christ by highest heav'n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
late in time behold Him come, offspring of the virgin's womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; hail the incarnate Deity, 
pleased as man with men to dwell, Jesus, our Immanuel. [Refrain] 

3 Hail the heav'n-born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all He brings, ris'n with healing in His wings. 

Mild He lays His glory by, born that we no more may die, 
born to raise the sons of earth, born to give them second birth. [Refrain] 

4 Come, Desire of nations, come, fix in us Thy humble home; 
rise, the woman's conqu'ring Seed, bruise in us the serpent's head. 

Adam's likeness now efface, stamp Thine image in its place; 
Second Aam from above, Reinstate us in Thy love. [Refrain] 

 
This hymn by Charles Wesley was written within a year of Wesley’s conversion. Thus, as Albert 
Bailey writes, “the inspiration of his newly-made contact with God was still fresh” (The Gospel in 
Hymns, 100). Rather than simply tell the nativity story, Wesley pours theological truths into this 
text. The first verse tells the story of the angels proclaiming Christ’s birth, and the second and third 
verse go on to make it very clear why the angels sang. Simply by describing Christ, Wesley tells us 
the entire Gospel story. We are told of Christ’s nature, his birth and incarnation, his ministry, and 
his salvific purpose. The Psalter Hymnal Handbook describes the hymn like this: “A curious 
mixture of exclamation, exhortation, and theological reflection. The focus shifts rapidly from 
angels, to us, to nations. The text’s strength may not lie so much in any orderly sequence of thought 
but in its use of Scripture to teach its theology. That teaching surely produces in us a childlike 
response of faith; we too can sing ‘Glory to the newborn King!’” 
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 Order of Service 
 

Welcome 
 

Announcements & Prayer 
 

Hymn – Hark The Herald Angels Sing 93 
 

Bible Reading- Zechariah 1:1-6 
 

Hymn – O Little Town of Bethlehem 92 
 

Sermon – The Book of Zechariah Survey.    
 

Hymn – The First Noel 91 
 

 
 

A word on The Word 
 
 
“The time would fail me if I were to enter fully into all the great 
things which are to be found in the Bible, and only in the Bible. It 
is not by any sketch or outline that the treasures of the Bible can 
be displayed. It would be easy to fill this volume with a list of the 
peculiar truths it reveals, and yet the half of its riches would be 
left untold.” 
 
- J.C. Ryle (Puritan, theologian. 1816 - 1900) 
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The Book of Haggai Survey. 

Sermon	Notes	
 

Enquiry To Enlightenment (Zec 1:1, Hag 2:10, Zec 7:1, 1:5-6, 2:8, Isa 4:2, Jer 23:5, 33:15, Zec 
4:14, Rev 11, Zec 6:5, Rev 6:2-9, Zec 6:12-13) 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………………………………… … 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………  
Fasts To Feasts (Zec 7:1-12, Isa 58:5-8, Mt 6:16, Zec 7:12b-14, 8:3, 11-12, 19-23) 
………………………………………………………………………………………….
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………  
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
Assurance To Accomplishment (Zech 9:9, 11:12, 12:2-3, 10, 13:6-7, 8-9, 14:1-4, 14:12-13, 
16-18)  
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………  
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………  
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176 words on 176 Verses. 
 

“I have chosen the way of truth: 
Thy judgments have I laid before me.” 

(Ps 119:30) 

Even in one verse we may find exposed the error of the sovereignty of God to 
the exclusion of the free will of man. This holy man of God cannot speak truth 
if his choice to the way of truth were imposed by supernatural force. So here we 
find that first a man must choose by his own will to live in the truth. It may take 
time to come to decision but, the decision, when made is made in a moment. 

Pilot asked “what is truth” (Jn 18:38) to the Way of truth standing before him, 
and we would also need to ask for the standard to lay before us. Truth is not 
ours, it is not a personal ascent of the opinions of man, but the way of truth is an 
absolute, true for all men at all times, it is not subjective but objective. Men the 
world over seek for truth apart from God, they search in vain. With his 
judgements laid before us we have opened both the way, the truth and the life.  
 
Pr Edi Giudetti 
__________________________________________________________________ 

Study: Ancient Tree with “Most Complicated” Growth 
Mechanism Ever 

 
by Avery Foley on November 30, 2017 
 
The basic evolutionary story is straightforward: life evolves from simple to complex. But the 
fossil record increasingly does not support this simplistic view of earth’s history. Complex 
organisms appear throughout the fossil record, often bursting onto the scene with no 
discernable ancestors in the rocks below. And a recent study of an ancient tree with a very 
complex and utterly unique growth pattern adds to this evolutionary puzzle. 

 
Meet the Cladoxylopsids 
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These now-extinct trees are called cladoxylopsids and are found in Devonian rock layers 
conventionally dated at 393–372 million years ago. Growing up to 39 feet (12 meters) tall, 
these trees sported a clump of branches at the top (a bit like a palm tree, although the 
branches stood upright). The base of this slim tree has a distinct bulbous shape. These 
trees are considered, in an evolutionary timeframe, to be the earliest trees. 
Most specimens that have been discovered were preserved in sand “offering only 
tantalising clues about their anatomy,”2 but fossils found in northwest China were buried 
by volcanic sediments. The glassy silica preserved the trees so well researchers could 
“observe every single cell of the plant.” This allowed them to make an astonishing 
discovery—cladoxylopsids don’t grow like other trees. 

 
Artist’s reconstruction of various members of the order 
Pseudosporachnales with the class Cladoxylopsida. 
Image by Falconaumanni, via Wikimedia Commons. 

 
A Tree That Grows by Ripping 
Its Skeleton Apart 
 
Extant tree trunks are made of a single 
cylindrical shaft composed of hundreds of 
woody bundles called xylem. These 
conduct water from the roots throughout 
the tree, to the branches and leaves. New 
xylem grows in rings, giving trees the 
familiar ring pattern we see in a cross-
section of a tree trunk. Not so with the 
cladoxylopsids. 
These trees had multiple vertical xylem 
columns, connected by crisscrossing 
strands and separated by soft tissue, 
spaced around a hollow trunk. New growth 
formed in rings around these xylem 
columns and new soft tissue growth forced 

the columns to spread out from one another. This widened the trunk, allowing the tree to 
grow taller. 
Coauthor of the study, Dr. Chris Berry, from Cardiff University, said, 
There is no other tree that I know of in the history of the Earth that has ever done anything 
as complicated as this. The tree simultaneously ripped its skeleton apart and collapsed 
under its own weight while staying alive and growing upwards and outwards to become the 
dominant plant of its day. 
By studying these extremely rare fossils, we've gained an unprecedented insight into the 
anatomy of our earliest trees and the complex growth mechanisms that they employed. 
This raises a provoking question: why are the very oldest trees the most complicated? 
 
Why Are the Oldest Trees the Most Complicated? 
 
Dr. Berry’s question is a good one. Why are the oldest trees, in an evolutionary timeframe, 
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the most complicated and unlike anything surviving today? Perhaps the answer lies in 
looking at these unique trees starting with a different worldview. 
A biblical model of origins starts with God’s Word. The Bible teaches that God created 
plants, fully formed and functioning, on Day Three of Creation Week. We know from 
creation there is an incredible amount of variety within the plant kingdom from 
deciduous trees to conifers to trees that flower and grow fruit to trees that drop nuts 
to delicate grasses to sweet-smelling wildflowers. The variety in creation—just within 
this one kingdom—is astounding. 
We don’t expect to find simpler life deeper in the fossil record. God is the author of all life, 
and life—no matter where it’s found—is more stunning and complex than we could have 
originally imagined. The growth structure of this tree is an incredible discovery and adds to 
our knowledge of the beauty and variety of God’s original creation, but it is hardly 
perplexing. It fits with a biblical worldview. 

Buried During the Flood 
 
This tree was buried by a catastrophe, likely a volcanic one, as a result of the global Flood 
of Noah’s Day. The rock layers are filled with volcanic sediments pointing toward massive 
volcanic activity as the floodwaters were rising (as well as post-Flood volcanic activity). 
These trees were buried in some of that silica, preserving them for us to observe today. 

Cladoxylopsids weren’t the dominant tree of a past eon, gradually taken over by more 
modern tree species. They represent part of an ecosystem that did not survive the Flood 
or was unable to reestablish a viable population in the radically different post-Flood world. 
Sadly, these trees are just another example of a part of God’s original creation that is now 
lost. 

This new discovery should cause us to stop and praise the one who, with infinite variety 
and creativity, has fashioned such an amazing world for us to live in. What a marvelous 
Creator we serve!1 

Spurgeon’s Parable 
Mr. Spurgeon once made a parable. He said: “There was once a tyrant who 

summoned one of his subjects into his presence, and ordered him to make a chain. The 
poor blacksmith—that was his occupation—had to go to work and forge the chain. 
When it was done, he brought it into the presence of the tyrant, and was ordered to take 
it away and make it twice the length. He brought it again to the tyrant, and again he 
was ordered to double it. Back he came when he had obeyed the order, and the tyrant 
looked at it, and then commanded the servants to bind the man hand and foot with the 
chain he had made and cast him into prison. 

“That is what the devil does with men,” Mr. Spurgeon said. “He makes them forge 
their own chain, and then binds them hand and foot with it, and casts them into outer 
darkness.” 

My friends, that is just what drunkards, gamblers, blasphemers—that is just what 
every sinner is doing. But thank God, we can tell them of a deliverer. The Son of God 

                                                
1 https://answersingenesis.org/fossils/fossil-record/study-ancient-tree-most-complicated-growth-mechanism-ever/ 
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has power to break every one of their fetters if they will only come to Him.2 

Words Of Hope 
 

STEP 

 

“For now thou numberest my steps” (Job 14:16a).  

“The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord: and he delighteth in his 
way. Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down: for the Lord 
upholdeth him with his hand” (Ps. 37:23–24).  

“The law of his God is in his heart; none of his steps shall slide” (Ps. 
37:31).  

“Righteousness shall go before him; and shall set us in the way of his 
steps” (Ps. 85:13).  

“Order my steps in thy word: and let not any iniquity have dominion over 
me” (Ps. 119:133).  

“For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, 
leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps: who did no sin, 
neither was guile found in his mouth” (I Pet. 2:21–22). 

 

GOLDEN THOUGHT 
The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord. 

                                                
2 Moody, D. L. (1898). Anecdotes, Incidents, and Illustrations (pp. 48–49). Chicago; New York; Toronto: Fleming H. Revell. 
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Devotion for Hope 
THE PILGRIM’S PROGRESS 

John Bunyan 
Continued. 

THE VALLEY OF HUMILIATION  

Then he began to go forward; but Discretion, Piety, Charity, and Prudence, would 
accompany him down to the foot of the hill. So they went on together, reiterating their 
former discourses, till they came to go down the hill. Then, said Christian, as it was 
difficult coming up, so, so far as I can see, it is dangerous going down. Yes, said 
Prudence, so it is, for it is a hard matter for a man to go down into the Valley of 
Humiliation, as thou art now, and to catch no slip by the way; therefore, said they, are 
we come out to accompany thee down the hill. So he began to go down, but very warily; 
yet he caught a slip or two. Then I saw in my dream that these good companions, when 
Christian was gone to the bottom of the hill, gave him a loaf of bread, a bottle of wine, 
and a cluster of raisins; and then he went on his way. 

But now, in this Valley of Humiliation, poor Christian was hard put to it; for he had 
gone but a little way, before he espied a foul fiend coming over the field to meet him; 
his name is Apollyon. Then did Christian begin to be afraid, and to cast in his mind 
whether to go back or to stand his ground. But he considered again that he had no 
armour for his back; and, therefore, thought that to turn the back to him might give him 
the greater advantage, with ease to pierce him with his darts. Therefore he resolved to 
venture and stand his ground; for, thought he, had I no more in mine eye than the saving 
of my life, it would be the best way to stand. 

So he went on, and Apollyon met him. Now the monster was hideous to behold; he 
was clothed with scales, like a fish (and they are his pride), he had wings like a dragon, 
feet like a bear, and out of his belly came fire and smoke, and his mouth was as the 
mouth of a lion. When he was come up to Christian, he beheld him with a disdainful 
countenance, and thus began to question with him. 

APOL. Whence come you? and whither are you bound? 
CHR. I am come from the City of Destruction, which is the place of all evil, and am 

going to the City of Zion. 
APOL. By this I perceive thou art one of my subjects, for all that country is mine, 

and I am the prince and god of it. How is it, then, that thou hast run away from thy 
king? Were it not that I hope thou mayest do me more service, I would strike thee now, 
at one blow, to the ground. 

CHR. I was born, indeed, in your dominions, but your service was hard, and your 
wages such as a man could not live on, “for the wages of sin is death” (Rom. 6:23); 
therefore, when I was come to years, I did as other considerate persons do, look out, if, 
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perhaps, I might mend myself. 
APOL. There is no prince that will thus lightly lose his subjects, neither will I as 

yet lose thee; but since thou complainest of thy service and wages, be content to go 
back; what our country will afford, I do here promise to give thee. 

CHR. But I have let myself to another, even to the King of princes; and how can I, 
with fairness, go back with thee? 

APOL. Thou hast done in this according to the proverb, “Changed a bad for a 
worse”; but it is ordinary for those that have professed themselves His servants, after a 
while to give Him the slip, and return again to me. Do thou so too, and all shall be well. 

CHR. I have given Him my faith, and sworn my allegiance to Him; how, then, can 
I go back from this, and not be hanged as a traitor? 

APOL. Thou didst the same to me, and yet I am willing to pass by all, if now thou 
wilt yet turn again and go back. 

CHR. What I promised thee was in my nonage; and, besides, I count the Prince 
under whose banner now I stand is able to absolve me; yea, and to pardon also what I 
did as to my compliance with thee; and besides, O thou destroying Apollyon! to speak 
truth, I like His service, His wages, His servants, His government, His company, and 
country, better than thine; and, therefore, leave off to persuade me further; I am His 
servant, and I will follow Him. 

APOL. Consider again, when thou art in cool blood, what thou art like to meet with 
in the way that thou goest. Thou knowest that, for the most part, His servants come to 
an ill end, because they are transgressors against me and my ways. How many of them 
have been put to shameful deaths! and, besides, thou countest His service better than 
mine, whereas He never came yet from the place where He is to deliver any that served 
Him out of their hands; but as for me, how many times, as all the world very well 
knows, have I delivered, either by power or fraud, those that have faithfully served me, 
from Him and His, though taken by them; and so I will deliver thee. 

CHR. His forbearing at present to deliver them is on purpose to try their love, 
whether they will cleave to Him to the end; and as for the ill end thou sayest they come 
to, that is most glorious in their account; for, for present deliverance, they do not much 
expect it, for they stay for their glory, and then they shall have it, when their Prince 
comes in His and the glory of the angels. 

APOL. Thou hast already been unfaithful in thy service to Him; and how dost thou 
think to receive wages of Him? 

CHR. Wherein, O Apollyon! have I been unfaithful to Him? 
APOL. Thou didst faint at first setting out, when thou wast almost choked in the 

Gulf of Despond; thou didst attempt wrong ways to be rid of thy burden, whereas 
against thou shouldest have stayed till thy Prince had taken it off; thou didst sinfully 
sleep, and lose thy choice thing; thou wast, also, almost persuaded to go back, at the 
sight of the lions; and when thou talkest of thy journey, and of what thou hast heard 
and seen, thou art inwardly desirous of vain-glory in all that thou sayest or doest. 

CHR. All this is true, and much more which thou has left out; but the Prince, whom 
I serve and honour, is merciful, and ready to forgive; but, besides, these infirmities 
possessed me in thy country, for there I sucked them in; and I have groaned under them, 
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been sorry for them, and have obtained pardon of my Prince.3 
 ….To be continued. 

 

Hannah Whitehall Smith Devotion 
 

NO RESOURCES OF MY OWN 
	
For	myself	I	feel	that	the	Lord	must	do	the	whole	work	of	restoration	for	me,	for	I	

am	powerless	to	do	anything	for	myself.	He	must	give	me	the	desire	even	to	be	
restored.	I	have	been	asking	Him	to	do	this,	and	I	trust	not	in	vain.	Then	He	must	
also	help	me	to	view	properly	the	earthly	things	for	which	I	long,	so	that	I	will	not	
grieve	over	their	loss.	And	He	must	so	satisfy	me	with	Himself	that	all	other	joys	will	
seem	weak	and	poor	in	comparison. 

I have no doubt that this lesson of my own complete helplessness is what He has 
meant to teach me by allowing me to wander such distance from Himself. I am 
naturally so self-dependent, so conscious of possessing powers and capacities 
sufficient to carry me through all ordinary emergencies. But now I see that without 
the Lord to hold me up, I can’t stand one moment. 

I especially have needed this lesson in my work for the Lord. I have never known 
what it was to be utterly reliant on Him for this, but have always felt as though I had 
inward resources of my own to draw upon. (Except perhaps in one instance where I 
felt utterly empty and when the Lord filled me most). I believe this is why all my 
capacity for service seems to be taken from me. The vessel is being emptied and 
when the happy day comes again when I may work for Him, I believe it will be a 
work in which He will have all the glory, both in my own eyes, and in the eyes of 
others! 

—Journal, June 18654 

 

When a Christian Grows 
 

Doctor Bonar once remarked that he could tell when a Christian was growing. In 
proportion to his growth in grace he would elevate his Master, talk less of what he was 
doing, and become smaller and smaller in his own esteem, until, like the morning star, 
he faded away before the rising sun. Jonathan was willing to decrease that David might 
increase; and John the Baptist showed the same spirit of humility.5 

                                                
3 Bunyan, J. (2006). The Pilgrim’s Progress (Vol. 3, pp. 111–112). Bellingham. 
4 Smith, H. W., & Dieter, M. E. (1997). The Christian’s secret of a holy life: the unpublished personal writings of Hannah Whitall 
Smith. Oak Harbor: Logos Research Systems, Inc. 
5 Moody, D. L. (1898). Anecdotes, Incidents, and Illustrations (p. 51). Chicago; New York; Toronto: Fleming H. Revell. 
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Announcements and Things to Come 
 
 

Studies and Encouragements. 
 

• Communion, 1st Sunday of every month  
• Prayer meeting / Bible Study (The Acts of the Apostles). Every 

Wednesday Night 7:30pm See Br Kest or Pr Edi for details. 
• Christmas Carols Dinner. Tonight 5:30pm. Speaker Pr Jamil Sarraf.  
• Senior Camp Monday 8th Jan to 12th Jan. Alexander adventure 

resort. Ages 13 to 19yrs. “Dealing with Life’s Dangers” 
• Junior Camp Monday 15th Jan to 19th Jan. Alexander Adventure 

Resort. Ages 8 to 12 yrs. “The Kingdom of Choices”. 
• Bells Missionary Support 

 
• Prayer & Praise List 

Missionaries 
Sunbury 
Government  

The Gospel to Friends/Family 
Christian Persecution. 

 


