
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Welcome to Hope Baptist Church 
 

Sunday 10th of December 2017 
 
 

531 Elizabeth Dr Sunbury 
Service Sundays 10:30am today  

 
www.hopebc.org.au 

“For whatsoever things where written 
aforetime were written for our learning, that 

we through patience and comfort of the 
scriptures might have hope”.  

Romans 15:4 
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Hymn	To	Remember	
Hark	The	Herald	Angels	Sing			

Author: Charles Wesley 1707 - 1788  
Circa: 1739 

Scriptures: Isa 7:14, Isa 9:1-8, Lk 1:33-35, Rom 5:8-11, Heb 1:3-6. 
 

 

1 Hark! the herald angels sing,  “Glory to the newborn King. 
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise; join the triumph of the skies; 
with th'angelic hosts proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 

Refrain: 
Hark, the herald angels sing,  “Glory to the newborn King!” 

2 Christ by highest heav'n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
late in time behold Him come, offspring of the virgin's womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; hail the incarnate Deity, 
pleased as man with men to dwell, Jesus, our Immanuel. [Refrain] 

3 Hail the heav'n-born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all He brings, ris'n with healing in His wings. 

Mild He lays His glory by, born that we no more may die, 
born to raise the sons of earth, born to give them second birth. [Refrain] 

4 Come, Desire of nations, come, fix in us Thy humble home; 
rise, the woman's conqu'ring Seed, bruise in us the serpent's head. 

Adam's likeness now efface, stamp Thine image in its place; 
Second Aam from above, Reinstate us in Thy love. [Refrain] 

 
This hymn by Charles Wesley was written within a year of Wesley’s conversion. Thus, as Albert 
Bailey writes, “the inspiration of his newly-made contact with God was still fresh” (The Gospel in 
Hymns, 100). Rather than simply tell the nativity story, Wesley pours theological truths into this 
text. The first verse tells the story of the angels proclaiming Christ’s birth, and the second and third 
verse go on to make it very clear why the angels sang. Simply by describing Christ, Wesley tells us 
the entire Gospel story. We are told of Christ’s nature, his birth and incarnation, his ministry, and 
his salvific purpose. The Psalter Hymnal Handbook describes the hymn like this: “A curious 
mixture of exclamation, exhortation, and theological reflection. The focus shifts rapidly from 
angels, to us, to nations. The text’s strength may not lie so much in any orderly sequence of thought 
but in its use of Scripture to teach its theology. That teaching surely produces in us a childlike 
response of faith; we too can sing ‘Glory to the newborn King!’” 
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 Order of Service 
 

Welcome 
 

Announcements & Prayer 
 

Hymn – Hark The Herald Angels Sing 93 
 

Bible Reading- Haggai 1:1-12 
 

Hymn – Silent Night, Holy Night 85 
 

Sermon – The Book of Zephaniah Survey.    
 

Hymn – Angels We Have Heard On High 89 
 

 
 

A word on The Word 
 
 
“The Scriptures tach us the best way of living, the noblest way of 
suffering, and the most comfortable way of dying”.” 
 
- John Flavel (Author, Puritan. circa 1627 - 1691) 
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The Book of Haggai Survey. 

Sermon	Notes	
 

Motivation To Trust (Hag 1:1-11, 13) 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………………………………… … 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Consolation To Obey (Hag 2:3-9, Deut 10:14) 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………  
………………………………………………………………………………………….
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Affirmation to Strengthen (Hag 2:11-14, Isa 64:6, Hag 2:18-19)  
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………  
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Anticipation of Glory (Hag 2:20-23) 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………  
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………  
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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176 words on 176 Verses. 
 

“Remove from me the way of lying: 
And grant me thy law graciously.” 

(Ps 119:29) 

To separate verse 29 from verses 30 and 32 may be somewhat of a fool’s errand 
to attempt. The exposition therefore must be in agreement and contextual ascent 
to those verses, as they give the complete thought of the passage. 

To the one this verse is in opposition, “I have chosen the way of truth”, and to 
the last it stands in juxtaposition, “I will run the way of thy commandments”.  

The first is that prayer that can only be attended to by the Lord, and is followed 
quickly by the choice we make to that which is right, the way of truth. And it’s 
given direction by the third, where it before stood opposed, in that all truth must 
agree with the way of the Lords commandments.  

This law of God is to be given graciously as the pure replacement for that way 
of lying that would damn the soul of all men, “for it is by grace ye are saved 
through faith, and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God” (Eph 2:8). 
 
Pr Edi Giudetti 
__________________________________________________________________ 

Hundreds of Species Voyage Across the Pacific After 
Japanese Tsunami 

by Avery Foley on December 4, 2017 
 
Six years ago, a massive 9.0 earthquake rocked the island of Japan, but the worst was yet 
to come just hours later. Following the earthquake, a 125-foot tall tsunami decimated the 
Japanese coastline, killing 18,000 people, melting down three nuclear reactors, and 
washing 5 million tons of debris out to sea, including fishing boats, docks, buoys, and 
various pieces of wood and plastic. This debris was caught by ocean currents and slowly 
transported 4,000 miles to coastlines on the other side of the world, including Hawaii and 
the Pacific coast of North America. 
 
Tsunami Voyagers 
This tsunami debris didn’t come alone. Thousands of tiny voyagers survived the long 
passage at sea by riding on plastics. Marine biologists, working with local and state 
officials as well as citizen scientists, catalogued and bagged 600 pieces of tsunami debris 
and, with them, at least 289 living species (biologists suspect there are likely more that 
escaped their notice). 
These shoreline species, which consisted primarily of invertebrates such as sea stars, 
barnacles, mussels, worms, and hydroids as well as two vertebrate fish species, managed 
to survive the long transoceanic voyage due to the more favorable conditions the 
unsinkable plastic and other synthetic materials supplied them. Small amounts of wood 
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won’t survive such a long voyage because it rots, sinks, or is bored full of holes by hungry 
or homeless sea creatures.1 
Biologists were astounded by the number of creatures that survived and reproduced along 
the way. This is the first time such large-scale rafting has been observed. Many are 
concerned that these non-native species could establish populations and become invasive 
species in their new environments. 
Researchers expect debris to continue rolling in for the next 10 springs and, with it, more 
foreign organisms. 
 
Dispersion by Rafting 
Scientists have previously observed rafting, the dispersion of organisms across the ocean 
on various debris. Creationists have long suggested that rafting helped distribute certain 
plants and animals around the world after the Flood of Noah’s day. 
 

Here’s how this works. We observe 
genetically similar plants and animals 
that are widely separated geographically, 
often by swaths of ocean. These are 
called disjunct, or split, ranges. For 
example, we find giant tortoise 
populations on islands in the Pacific and 
again on islands in the Indian Ocean, but 
nowhere else. How did they get there? 
Disjunct species are a puzzle for modern 
biologists because distribution patterns of 
the present don’t explain them. 

After the eruption of Mt. St. Helens in 1980, hundreds of thousands of Douglas fir trees 
piled up in Spirit Lake and remained floating for over 25 years. The global Flood would’ve 
ripped up the forests of the world. Some would’ve been buried, but large amounts of 
vegetation would’ve remained afloat, perhaps for centuries, forming floating log mats. 
Plants, animals, and other organisms could’ve been transported by ocean currents aboard 
these massive mats, just as the Japanese species were transported across the Pacific in 
only a few years. Interestingly, most species with split ranges across oceans match with 
the patterns of ocean currents, providing further support for this model. 
 
If a small-scale tsunami (small in comparison to the global Flood) could transport at least 
289 species, imagine what a global catastrophe could do? Also, remember that after the 
Flood, the world was settling back down from complete upheaval. The continents had 
been rearranged, likely due to Catastrophic Plate Tectonics. As the continental plates 
settled back down, earthquakes and their accompanying tsunamis would likely have been 
rather common. That would only have aggravated and contributed to species distribution 
around the world. 
This new research on the transoceanic voyage of survivors from Japanese coastlines 
suggests a realistic, testable mechanism for post-Flood distribution.2 
                                                
1 The global Flood of Noah’s day would’ve ripped up massive amounts of wood, including whole trees, producing huge floating mats of 
vegetation. Due to the scale, the wood would have floated much longer than the small bits of wood from this tsunami. 

2 https://answersingenesis.org/suffering/natural-disasters/hundreds-species-voyage-across-pacific-after-japanese-
tsunami/ 
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JOY TO THE WORLD! 

 
Isaac Watts, 1674–1748 

 

And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which 
shall be to all people. (Luke 2:10) 
 

As one of the most joyous of all Christmas hymns, this carol omits references to shepherds, 
angelic choruses, and wise men. It emphasizes instead the reverent but ecstatic joy that Christ’s birth 
brought to mankind. For centuries hearts had yearned for God to reveal himself personally. At last it 
happened as “the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.” The entire Advent season should be filled 
with solemn rejoicing as we contemplate anew God’s great gift, providing the means whereby sinful 
man might live eternally. 

 
“Joy to the World” is a paraphrase of the last part of Psalm 98: 
Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all the earth; make a loud noise and rejoice and sing praise. 
Let the floods clap their hands; let the hills be joyful together before the Lord; for He cometh to 
judge the earth; with righteousness shall He judge the world, and the people with equity. 
 

Although it was originally a song of rejoicing for the Lords protection of his chosen people and 
the anticipation of the time when he would be the God of the whole earth, this psalm was intended 
by Watts to be a New Testament expression of praise. It exalts the salvation that began when God 
became incarnate as the Babe of Bethlehem who was destined to remove the curse of Adam’s fall. 
The text was originally titled “The Messiah’s Coming and Kingdom” when it first appeared in Watts’ 
hymnal of 1719. The music for this popular carol is thought to have been adapted by Lowell Mason, 
an American church musician, from some of the phrases used in parts of George Frederick Handel’s 
beloved oratorio, The Messiah, first performed in 1742. 

 
Through the combined talents of an English literary genius of the 18th century, a German-born 

musical giant from the same period, and a 19th century American choir director and educator, another 
great hymn was born. 

 
Joy to the world! the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King; let ev’ry heart prepare Him 

room, and heav’n and nature sing. 
Joy to the earth the Savior reigns. Let men their songs employ, while fields and floods, 

rocks, hills and plains repeat the sounding joy. 
No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground; He comes to make His 

blessings flow far as the curse is found. 
He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove the glories of His 

righteousness and wonders of His love.3 

                                                
3 Osbeck, K. W. (1996). Amazing grace: 366 inspiring hymn stories for daily devotions (p. 368). 
Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel Publications. 
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Words Of Hope 

 

STATUTES 

“I will keep thy statutes: O forsake me not utterly” (Ps. 119:8).  

“I will delight myself in thy statutes: I will not forget thy word” (Ps. 
119:16).  

“Princes also did sit and speak against me: but thy servant did meditate in 
thy statutes” (Ps. 119:23).  

“Teach me, O Lord, the way of thy statutes; and I shall keep it unto the 
end” (Ps. 119:33).  

“My hands also will I lift up unto thy commandments, which I have loved; 
and I will meditate in thy statutes” (Ps. 119:48).  

“Thy statutes have been my songs in the house of my pilgrimage” (Ps. 
119:54).  

“Thou art good, and doest good; teach me thy statutes” (Ps. 119:68).  

“It is good for me that I have been afflicted; that I might learn thy statutes” 
(Ps. 119:71). 

GOLDEN THOUGHT 
I will delight myself in thy statutes. 

 



	
9 

 

Devotion for Hope 
THE PILGRIM’S PROGRESS 

John Bunyan 
Continued. 

 
Then I saw in my dream, that, on the morrow, he got up to go forward; 

but they desired him to stay till the next day also; and then, said they, we 
will, if the day be clear, show you the Delectable Mountains, which, they 
said, would yet further add to his comfort, because they were nearer the 
desired haven than the place where at present he was; so he consented and 
staid. When the morning was up, they had him to the top of the house, and 
bid him look south; so he did; and, behold, at a great distance, he saw a most 
pleasant mountainous country, beautified with woods, vineyards, fruits of 
all sorts, flowers also, with springs and fountains, very delectable to behold 
(Isa. 33:16, 17). Then he asked the name of the country. They said it was 
Immanuel’s Land; and it is as common, said they, as this hill is, to and for 
all the pilgrims. And when thou comest there, from thence, said they, thou 
mayest see to the gate of the Celestial City, as the shepherds that live there 
will make appear. 

Now, he bethought himself of setting forward, and they were willing he 
should, But first, said they, let us go again into the armoury. So they did; 
and when they came there, they harnessed him from head to foot with what 
was of proof, lest, perhaps, he should meet with assaults in the way. He 
being, therefore, thus accoutred, walketh out with his friends to the gate, and 
there he asked the porter if he saw any pilgrims pass by. Then the porter 
answered, Yes. 

CHR. Pray, did you know him? said he. 
POR. I asked his name, and he told me it was Faithful. 
CHR. O, said Christian, I know him; he is my townsman, my near 

neighbour; he comes from the place where I was born. How far do you think 
he may be before? 

POR. He is got by this time below the hill. 
CHR. Well, said Christian, good Porter, the Lord be with thee, and add 

to all thy blessings much increase, for the kindness that thou hast showed to 
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me.4 
 ….To be continued. 

 

Hannah Whitehall Smith Devotion 
 
It	seems	to	me	that	every	day	I	experience	more	of	the	rest	of	faith,	

and	I	also	realize	the	joy	of	consecration.	It	is	really	a	blessing	to	feel	that	
your	will	is	consciously	given	up	to	God	and	that	there	is	actually	nothing,	
so	far	as	you	know,	to	hinder	his	grace	from	working	in	you.	I	love	to	feel	
just	like	a	clay	vessel	in	His	hands	which	He	is	molding	for	His	own	
purposes. 

It is not that my will may not rise up again soon in all its old force, but 
it seems to me that in this life of faith we speak only of present 
experiences. 

I do long for more feeling, for more of the presence of Christ 
manifested in me, but I can wait on Him for this and there is a promise 
which says “They shall not be ashamed who wait for thee.” The lesson 
from Joshua about hidden sin is very impressive, but we are safe are we 
not if we leave the discovering of any sinful thing to the Lord Jesus? The 
very thought of self examination seems so hopeless to me, but it is 
precious to have the Lord examine you. 

Every day I am learning the preciousness of Christ by means of being 
made to feel my utter need of Him more and more. I am so weak and so 
ignorant and so full of sin that nothing but Christ will do for me. And I 
must have Him every moment, or I am undone. There is a text which says, 
“Count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations, knowing this, that 
the trying of your faith worketh patience. But let patience have her perfect 
work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.” 

I take great comfort in this, for I am indeed surrounded by “divers 
temptations” and often cry for deliverance from them, but if it is part of the 
refining work of God, I can try to endure and may end up in counting it all 
joy. I believe that, by means of them, God is teaching me lessons 
concerning the fullness of Christ—lessons that I could learn in no other 
way. Oh! to be lost and swallowed up in Him! 

I do not suppose others have such a monstrous self to get rid of as I 
have, so that I need more discipline. But the Lord Jesus is a glorious 
Saviour, and His salvation is a full and complete salvation. This I know, 
                                                
4 Bunyan, J. (2006). The Pilgrim’s Progress (Vol. 3, pp. 110–111). Bellingham, WA. 
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and in this I rest and triumph! 
—Letters to Sister Sally and to a Friend, 18635 

 

Proud of Their False Religions 

 
I do not believe there is any false religion in the world that men are not 

proud of. The only religion of which I have ever heard, that men were 
ashamed of, is the religion of Jesus Christ. Some time ago I preached two 
weeks in Salt Lake City, and I did not find a Mormon that was not proud of 
his religion.  

When I came within forty miles of Salt Lake City, the engineer came into 
the car and wanted to know if I wouldn’t like to ride on the engine. I went 
with him, and in that forty mile ride he talked Mormonism to me the whole 
time, and tried to convert me so that I would not preach against the 
Mormons.  

I never met an unconverted Chinaman who wasn’t proud of being a 
disciple of Confucius; and I never met a Mohammedan who wasn’t proud 
of the fact that he was a follower of Mohammed; but how many, many times 
I have found men ashamed of the religion of Jesus Christ, the only religion 
that gives men the power over their affections and lusts and sins.  

If there was some back-door by which men could slip into heaven, there 
would be a great many who would want to enter it, but they don’t like to 
make public confession.6 

  D.L Moody 

 

 
 

                                                
5 Smith, H. W., & Dieter, M. E. (1997). The Christian’s secret of a holy life: the unpublished 
personal writings of Hannah Whitall Smith. Oak Harbor. 
6 Moody, D. L. (1898). Anecdotes, Incidents, and Illustrations (pp. 15–16). Chicago; New York; 
Toronto: Fleming H. Revell. 
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Announcements and Things to Come 
 
 

Studies and Encouragements. 
 

• Communion, 1st Sunday of every month  
• Prayer meeting / Bible Study (The Acts of the Apostles). Every 

Wednesday Night 7:30pm See Br Kest or Pr Edi for details. 
• Christmas Carols Dinner. Sunday 17th December 5:30pm. Speaker 

Pr Jamil Sarraf. RSVP Strictly by 10th December. 
• Senior Camp Monday 8th Jan to 12th Jan. Alexander adventure 

resort. Ages 13 to 19yrs. “Dealing with Life’s Dangers” 
• Junior Camp Monday 15th Jan to 19th Jan. Alexander Adventure 

Resort. Ages 8 to 12 yrs. “The Kingdom of Choices”. 

 
• Prayer & Praise List 

Missionaries 
Sunbury 
Government  

The Gospel to Friends/Family 
Christian Persecution. 

 


