
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Welcome to Hope Baptist Church 
 

Sunday 3rd of September 2017 
 
 

531 Elizabeth Dr Sunbury 
Service Sundays 10:30am today  

 
www.hopebc.org.au 

“For whatsoever things where written 
aforetime were written for our learning, that 

we through patience and comfort of the 
scriptures might have hope”.  

Romans 15:4 
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Hymn To Remember 
Tell Me The Old Old Story 

Author: Kate Hankey 
Year: 1866 

Scriptures: Mrk 5:19, 16:15, Jn 3:16, Rom 3:24, Tit 2:14, 1 Jn 4:19 
 

 
1 Tell me the old, old story 

Of unseen things above, 
Of Jesus and his glory, 
Of Jesus and his love. 

Tell me the story simply, 
As to a little child; 

For I am weak and weary, 
And helpless and defiled. 

 
Refrain: 

Tell me the old, old story, 
Tell me the old, old story, 
Tell me the old, old story, 

Of Jesus and His love. 
 

2 Tell me the story slowly, 
That I may take it in - 

That wonderful redemption, 
God's remedy for sin. 

Tell me the story often, 
For I forget so soon; 

The early dew of morning 
Has passed away at noon. [Refrain] 

 
3 Tell me the same old story 
When you have cause to fear 
That this world's empty glory 

Is costing me too dear. 
Tell me the story always, 
If you would really be, 
In any time of trouble, 

A comforter to me. [Refrain]  
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Order of Service 
 

Welcome 
 

Announcements & Prayer 
 

Hymn – Tell me The Old, Old Story 
 

Bible Reading  Lamentations 1:1-12 
 

Hymn – Take The Name of Jesus With You. 63 
 

Sermon – The Book of Lamentations Survey.    
 

Hymn – Holy, Holy, Holy. 70 
 
 

A word on The Word 
 
 
“The Scripture, as to all, is so full a direction, that Christians 
need not go down to the Philistines to whet their tools (1 Sam 
13:20-21), nor be beholden to unwritten traditions, or to the 
writings of pagan philosophers, for directions what to do, how to 
worship God, or manage any part of their conversation, either as 
to their general calling, or as to their particular relations.” 
 
- Matthew Poole 
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The Book of Lamentations Survey. 

Sermon Notes 
 

How Does The City Sit Solitary (Lam 1:1, Lk 19:9-10, Eccl 7:3, Heb 13:5, Eze 
33:11) 
……………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………  
How Has the Lord Covered With A Cloud  (Lam 2:1-4, Jer 21:6) 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………  
……………………………………………………………………………………… I 
Am The Man Who Has Seen Affliction. (Lam 3:1-8, 19-28, 55-59, Rom 12:19)    
……………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………… 
How Has The Gold Become Dim (Lam 4:1, Eze 8:6-18) 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………. 
……………………………………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………………………………… 
Remember Lord What Has Come Upon Us (Lam 5:1-5, Isa 45:22, Rom 14:11) 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………  
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176 words on 176 Verses. 
 

“I will meditate in thy precepts, 
And have respect unto thy ways.” 

 (Ps 119:15) 

The concept of meditation in the 21st century is one where the mind is to rest 
upon nothing. The encouragement is for no thought to enter in, to leave the 
mind with a mental vacuum, divorced from consideration and concern. This, it 
is thought, will provide rest for the weary soul and revive the energy of the 
heart.  

But this meaning has been introduced into modern culture and has displaced its 
original meaning and purpose. To meditate is to USE the mind, not to disregard 
or ‘empty’ it. And to use the mind to meditate in the precepts, the word and law 
of the Lord is by far the greatest effort one can undertake to both rest the weary 
soul as it rests in the Lord, and encourage the troubled heart as it is comforted in 
Christ. 

It is understood then that the determination to meditate upon the precepts of the 
Lord, encourages us to have respect unto his ways. It is this respect that not 
only honors the Lord, but brings understanding to the heart. 
 
Pr Edi Giudetti 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
“He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose.”  
Jim Elliot. 

Anecdotes Of Hope 
Reuben Johnson’s Pardon 

When I was in Ohio a few years ago, I was invited to preach in the State prison. 
Eleven hundred convicts were brought into the chapel, and all sat in front of me. 
After I had got through the preaching, the chaplain said to me: 

“Mr. Moody, I want to tell you of a scene which occurred in this room. A few 
years ago, our commissioners went to the Governor of the State, and got him to 
promise that he would pardon five men for good behavior. The Governor 
consented, with this understanding—that the record was to be kept secret, and 
that at the end of six months the five men highest on the roll should receive a 
pardon, regardless of who or what they were. At the end of six months the 
prisoners were all brought into the chapel. The commissioners came; the 
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president stood on the platform, and putting his hand in his pocket, brought out 
some papers, and said: 

“ ‘I hold in my hand pardons for five men.’ ” 
The chaplain told me he never witnessed anything on earth like it. Every man 

was as still as death. Many were deadly pale. The suspense was awful; it seemed 
as if every heart had ceased to beat. The commissioner went on to tell them how 
they had got the pardon; but the chaplain interrupted him. 

“Before you make your speech, read out the names. This suspense is awful.” 
So he read out the first name, “Reuben Johnson will come and get his pardon”; 

and he held it out, but none came forward. 
He said to the warden: “Are all the prisoners here?” 
The warden told him they were all there. 
Then he said again, “Reuben Johnson will come and get his pardon. It is signed 

and sealed by the Governor. He is a free man.” 
Not one moved. The chaplain looked right down where Reuben was. He was 

well known; he had been nineteen years there, and many were looking around to 
see him spring to his feet. But he himself was looking around to see the fortunate 
man who had got his pardon. Finally the chaplain had caught his eye, and said: 

“Reuben, you are the man.” 
Reuben turned around and looked behind him to see where Reuben was. The 

chaplain said the second time, “Reuben, you are the man”; and the second time 
he looked around, thinking it must be some other Reuben. He had to say three 
times, “Reuben, come and get your pardon.” 

At last the truth began to steal over the old man. He got up, came along down 
the hall, trembling from head to foot, and when he got the pardon he looked at it, 
and went back to his seat, buried his face in his hands, and wept. When the 
prisoners got into the ranks to go back to the cells, Reuben got into the ranks, too, 
and the chaplain had to call him: 

“Reuben, get out of the ranks; you are a free man, you are no longer a 
prisoner.” 

And Reuben stepped out of the ranks. He was free! 
That is the way men make out pardons; they make them out for good character 

or good behavior; but God makes out pardons for men who have not got any 
character. He offers a pardon to every sinner on earth if he will take it. I do not 
care who he is or what he is like. He may be the greatest libertine that ever walked 
the streets, or the greatest blackguard who ever lived, or the greatest drunkard, or 
thief, or vagabond. Christ commissioned His disciples to preach the Gospel to 
every creature.1 

                                                 
1 Moody, D. L. (1898). Anecdotes, Incidents, and Illustrations (pp. 45–47). Chicago; New York; 
Toronto: Fleming H. Revell. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/anecincillmoody?ref=Page.p+45&off=920
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Evidence For Hope 

DNA—The Language of Life 

 

 

Whenever we hear a foreign language, we may not know what’s being 
said, but we know it means something. It isn’t gibberish. The words 
convey thoughts and meaning by an intelligent source. 

In recent times, scientists have discovered an unmistakable language 
within all living things. Like a miniature library, DNA stores piles of 
information in extraordinary molecules that specify the details of 
everything from the shape of flower petals to the color of your eyes.  

DNA resembles a language in many uncanny ways, as though a supremely 
intelligent Author and Life-Giver left His indelible message in every living 
thing.  

The Letters of a Language 

Using different combinations of four basic units, called nucleotides, DNA 
molecules can store all sorts of information, just like the dots and dashes of 
Morse code, or the binary numbers in computers.  

The four nucleotides are combined into codes for twenty chemicals known 
as amino acids. By rearranging these twenty “letters of the genetic 
alphabet,” God designed the language so that it could produce all the 
proteins that living things need—humans alone have over 100,000 
proteins.  
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Similarly, English speakers can combine the letters of the alphabet into 
any words they need—now numbering hundreds of thousands.  

Unwrapping a Strand of DNA 

When it comes to storing massive 
amounts of information, nothing 
comes close to the efficiency of 
DNA. A single strand of DNA is 
thousands of times thinner than a 
strand of human hair. One 
pinhead of DNA could hold 
enough information to fill a stack of books stretching from the earth to the 
moon 500 times.  

Although DNA is wound into tight coils, your cells can quickly access, 
copy, and translate the information stored in DNA. DNA even has a built-
in proofreader and spell-checker that ensure precise copying. Only about 
one mistake slips through for every 10 billion nucleotides that are copied. 
If only our word processors were that good! 

Same But Different 

Interestingly, any two humans are 99% identical at the genetic level. A 
mere 1% makes up the many differences we see among 
people throughout the entire world.  

Even if two beings have a copy of the exact same DNA, 
they are still unique individuals. For example, even though 
identical twin babies have 100% identical DNA, they have 
different fingerprints. So the invisible Creator makes it clear 
that the source of our individuality is not just coded into DNA. We’re not 
just a bucket of molecules, but we are unique persons with souls, given to 
us by the Author of life.  
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Words Of Hope 
 

FAITHFULNESS 

 

“Thy mercy, O Lord, is in the heavens; and thy faithfulness reacheth 
unto the clouds” (Ps. 36:5).  

“I have declared thy faithfulness and thy salvation: I have not concealed 
thy loving-kindness and thy truth” (Ps. 40:10).  

Ethan wrote, “I will sing of the mercies of the Lord for ever: with my 
mouth will I make known thy faithfulness to all generations” (Ps. 89:1).  

“Thy faithfulness is unto all generations: thou hast established the earth, 
and it abideth” (Ps. 119:90).  

Isaiah wrote concerning Messiah, “And righteousness shall be the girdle of 
his loins, and faithfulness the girdle of his reins” (Isa. 11:5).  

“It is of the Lord’s mercies that we are not consumed, because his 
compassions fail not. They are new every morning: great is thy 
faithfulness” (Lam. 3:22–23). 

 

GOLDEN THOUGHT 
Great is His faithfulness. 
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Devotion for Hope 
 

THE PILGRIM’S PROGRESS 
IN 

THE SIMILITUDE OF A DREAM 

BY JOHN BUNYAN 

“I have used similitudes.”—Hosea 12:10 

THE JAIL 

As I walked through the wilderness of this world, I lighted on a certain place, where 
was a den; and I laid me down in that place to sleep: and as I slept, I dreamed a dream. 
I dreamed, and, behold, “I saw a man clothed with rags, standing in a certain place, 
with his face from his own house, a book in his hand, and a great burden upon his 
back,” (Isa. 64:6; Luke 14:33; Psa. 38:4; Hab. 2:2; Acts 16:31). I looked, and saw him 
open the book, and read therein; and as he read, he wept and trembled; and not being 
able longer to contain, he brake out with a lamentable cry, saying, “What shall I do?” 
(Acts 2:37). 

In this plight, therefore, he went home, and refrained himself as long as he could, 
that his wife and children should not perceive his distress; but he could not be silent 
long, because that his trouble increased. Wherefore at length he brake his mind to his 
wife and children; and thus he began to talk to them: “O my dear wife,” said he, “and 
you, the children of my bowels, I, your dear friend, am in myself undone, by reason of 
a burden that lieth hard upon me; moreover, I am for certain informed that this our city 
will be burned with fire from Heaven; in which fearful overthrow, both myself, with 
thee, my wife, and you, my sweet babes, shall miserably come to ruin, except (the 
which yet I see not) some way of escape can be found, whereby we may be delivered.” 
At this, his relations were sore amazed; not for that they believed that what he had said 
to them was true, but because they thought that some frenzy distemper had got into his 
head; therefore, it drawing towards night, and they hoping that sleep might settle his 
brains, with all haste they got him to bed. But the night was as troublesome to him as 
the day; wherefore, instead of sleeping, he spent it in sighs and tears. So when the 
morning was come, they would know how he did; he told them, worse and worse; he 
also set to talking to them again, but they began to be hardened. They also thought to 
drive away his distemper by harsh and surly carriages to him. Sometimes they would 
deride, sometimes they would chide, and sometimes they would quite neglect him. 
Wherefore he began to retire himself to his chamber to pray for, and pity them, and 
also to condole his own misery. He would also walk solitarily in the fields, sometimes 
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reading, and sometimes praying; and thus for some days he spent his time.5 
Now I saw upon a time, when he was walking in the fields, that he was, as he was 

wont, reading in his book, and greatly distressed in his mind; and as he read, he burst 
out, as he had done before, crying, “What shall I do to be saved?” (Acts 16:30, 31). 

I saw also that he looked this way and that way, as if he would run; yet he stood 
still, because, as I perceived, he could not tell which way to go. I looked then, and saw 
a man named Evangelist coming to him, who asked, “Where fore dost thou cry?” 

He answered, Sir, I perceive, by the book in my hand, that I am condemned to die, 
and after that to come to judgment, (Heb. 9:27); and I find that I am not willing (Job 
16:21, 22) to do the first, nor able (Eze. 22:14) to do the second. 

Then said Evangelist, Why not willing to die, since this life is attended with so many 
evils? The man answered, Because I fear that this burden that is upon my back will 
sink me lower than the grave; and I shall fall into Tophet (Isa. 30:33). And, Sir, if I be 
not fit to go to prison, I am not fit, I am sure, to go to judgment, and from thence to 
execution; and the thoughts of these things make me cry. ….To be continued. 

 

Missionaries Of Hope 

WHAT SHALL OUR MESSAGE BE? 
Every child of God shares in the responsibility enjoined upon us in our Savior’s 

great commission to the Christian Church: “Go ye into all the world, and preach the 
Gospel to every creature.” 

What shall we preach? “The Gospel,” is Christ’s reply. What is the Gospel? “All 
things whatsoever I have commanded you” (Matt. 28:19 cf. Mark 16:15). Briefly 
stated, our mission is to teach “every creature” among “all nations” to observe 
everything which Christ taught His followers to do. The Gospel of Christ is the 
LIVING MESSAGE which the Christian Church is commanded to proclaim in every 
land and to all people. Every intelligent being should know: 

1. That God created man in His own image—pure, intelligent, happy, holy. 
2. That this image was lost in the fall of man, since which time unregenerate man 

has been sinful, estranged from God, depraved, hopelessly lost except through the 
redemption which God provided in His Son. 

3. That the Bible is the one and only Book through which God revealed to earth the 
mysteries of heaven; that it is inspired of God, inerrant, absolutely reliable in all its 
parts. 

4. That the Christian Church is God’s organization of the present dispensation 
designed to be the earthly home of God’s people. 

5. That Jesus Christ is the Head of the Church, God in the flesh, the Author of our 
salvation, our Savior and Lord, the coming King. 

6. That they who have accepted Christ as Savior and Lord have been redeemed from 
sin and are walking in “newness of life.” 

7. That they who live a sinning life thereby reveal that they have either never been 
saved or have fallen away. 
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8. That all of our Savior’s commandments were given to be literally observed by all 
believers. 

9. That Jesus Christ will come again to receive to Himself the saved and to bring 
judgment upon the lost. 

10. That there will be a general resurrection of both just and unjust. 
11. That the unrighteous will go “into everlasting punishment; but the righteous into 

life eternal.”2 
….To be continued 

 
 

Announcements and Things to Come 
 
 

Studies and Encouragements. 
 

• Communion, 1st Sunday each month, 10am  
• Prayer meeting / Bible Study (Gospel of John). Every Wednesday 

Night 7:30pm See Br Kest or Pr Edi for details. 
• NEXT Sunday. Morning service  

 
• Prayer & Praise List 

Missionaries 
Sunbury 
Government  

The Gospel to Friends/Family 
 

                                                 
2 The Message and the Message-Bearer. (1919). (pp. 9–10). Scottdale, PA: Mennonite Publishing 
House. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/messmessbearer?ref=Page.p+9&off=1591
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