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Sunday 17th of September 2017 
 
 

531 Elizabeth Dr Sunbury 
Service Sundays 10:30am today  

 
www.hopebc.org.au 

“For whatsoever things where written 
aforetime were written for our learning, that 

we through patience and comfort of the 
scriptures might have hope”.  

Romans 15:4 
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Hymn	To	Remember	
The	Solid	Rock		

Author: Edward Mote 
Year: 1863 

Scriptures: Deut 32:4, 32:31, Ps 125:1, Isa 61:10, Acts 4:11-12, Phil 3:9 
 

 

1 My hope is built on nothing less 
than Jesus' blood and righteousness; 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame, 

but wholly lean on Jesus' name. 

Refrain: 
On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; 
all other ground is sinking sand, 
all other ground is sinking sand. 

2 When darkness veils his lovely face, 
I rest on his unchanging grace; 
in every high and stormy gale, 

my anchor holds within the veil. [Refrain] 

3 His oath, his covenant, his blood 
support me in the whelming flood; 
when all around my soul gives way, 

he then is all my hope and stay. [Refrain] 

4 When he shall come with trumpet sound, 
O may I then in him be found, 

dressed in his righteousness alone, 
faultless to stand before the throne. [Refrain] 

 
Mote, Edward, was born in Upper Thames Street, London, Jan. 21, 
1797. Through the preaching of the Rev. J. Hyatt, of Tottenham Court 
Road Chapel, he underwent a great spiritual change; and ultimately he 
became a Baptist minister. For the last 26 years of his life he was 
pastor at Horsham, Sussex, where he died Nov. 13, 1874. Mr. Mote 
published several small pamphlets; and also:- Hymns of Praise. A New 
Selection of Gospel Hymns, combining all the Excellencies of our 
spiritual Poets, with many Originals. By E. Mote. London. J. Nichols, 
1836. The Originals number nearly 100. 
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Order of Service 
 

Welcome 
 

Announcements & Prayer 
 

Hymn – The Solid Rock 
 

Bible Reading  Ezekiel 33:1-9 
 

Hymn – There Is A Name I Love To Hear 483 
 

Sermon – The Book of Ezekiel, Survey.    
 

Hymn – Victory In Jesus 496 
 
 

A word on The Word 
 
 
 
“I have made a covenant with my Lord God that he send me 
neither visions nor dreams, nor even angels. For I am well 
satisfied with the gift of the Holy Scriptures, which gives me 
abundant instruction and all that I need to know both for this life 
and for that which is to come.” 
 
- Martin Luther  
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The Book of Ezekiel Survey. 

Sermon	Notes	
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176 words on 176 Verses. 
 

“Deal bountifully with thy servant, that I may live, 
And keep thy word.” 

 (Ps 119:17) 

To think that all the Earth is the Lords and the fullness thereof, to think that not 
only does it all belong to the Lord but that he gives to whomsoever he will all 
he desires to give, to think again moreover that those who are his own will 
inherit not only eternal life, though that would suffice me; not only eternal 
communion with Christ, though that would be my only full desire fulfilled; but 
we shall inherit that which is his own, that which our Lord inherits!  

We are partakers of the heavenly calling (Heb 3:1), partakers of Christ (Heb 
3:14), partakers of the Holy Ghost (Heb 6:4) partakers of the inheritance (Col 
1:12), partakers of the benefit (1 Tim 1:6), partakers of the fruits (2 Tim 2:6) 
Partakers of his grace (Phil 1:7), partakers of his promise (Eph 3:6) together 
with the partakers of the sufferings (2 Cor 1:7) and partakers of the afflictions 
of the gospel (2 Tim 1:8).  

In all this, it is difficult to see how the Lord has not dealt bountifully with us. O 
that we would “keep his word” 
Pr Edi Giudetti 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
“He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose.”  
Jim Elliot. 

Anecdotes Of Hope 
Spurgeon’s Parable 

Mr. Spurgeon once made a parable. He said: “There was once a tyrant who 
summoned one of his subjects into his presence, and ordered him to make a chain. The 
poor blacksmith—that was his occupation—had to go to work and forge the chain. 
When it was done, he brought it into the presence of the tyrant, and was ordered to take 
it away and make it twice the length. He brought it again to the tyrant, and again he 
was ordered to double it. Back he came when he had obeyed the order, and the tyrant 
looked at it, and then commanded the servants to bind the man hand and foot with the 
chain he had made and cast him into prison. 

“That is what the devil does with men,” Mr. Spurgeon said. “He makes them forge 
their own chain, and then binds them hand and foot with it, and casts them into outer 
darkness.” 
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My friends, that is just what drunkards, gamblers, blasphemers—that is just what 
every sinner is doing. But thank God, we can tell them of a deliverer. The Son of God 
has power to break every one of their fetters if they will only come to Him. 

	Evidence	For	Hope	

Science—Worldview	Neutral?	
 
by Dr. Georgia Purdom on April 9, 2012; last featured May 21, 2016  

Can science be studied neutrally, without committing to any worldview? Dr. Georgia 
Purdom, AiG–US, explains. 

A few months ago I received a flyer for a homeschool science curriculum called Real 
Science-4-Kids. The flyer stated that the curriculum is “worldview-friendly science 
. . . without the spin.” 

I wondered exactly what that meant, so I went to the curriculum website and read the 
following: 

In order for science to be “scientific” it must not commit itself to any one worldview, 
ideology, philosophical or religious perspective. Science and scientists must be free 
to follow the evidence where ever it leads. Anything short of this is not real science. 

I remember thinking something very similar twelve years ago when I first started 
researching the origins issue. The evidence would lead me to the truth, I thought. I 
just needed to follow. 

As young people study our world, they need God’s Word. The Bible should be their 
main lens for true understanding. 

But what I discovered instead was that while science itself may be an objective 
exercise, scientists are not objective—especially in the area of historical science 
(evolution and creation). Presuppositions and biases play a definitive role in 
determining how scientists interpret evidence and the conclusions they draw about 
the past. 

There is only one truth source for the past as it concerns the beginnings of the 
universe, earth, and life—and that is the eyewitness account God gave to us in the 
book of Genesis. Everything else is merely human opinion, imaginations, and ideas—
subject to fallible thinking. 

As I looked through the Real Science-4-Kids curriculum, I noticed a mixing of 
observational science (i.e., the technology that produces airplanes, vaccines, and 
computers) and historical science. For example, the author of the curriculum wants 
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students to explore the question, “Did God create humans?” She poses these follow-
up questions: “Who discovered it? When was it discovered? What is the evidence?” 

These questions are not directly applicable because the question “Did God create 
humans?” is historical science. The follow-up questions fall under the category of 
observational science. 

Both creationists and evolutionists approach observational science—such as the laws 
of physics or the laws governing genetic inheritance (my field of study)—very 
similarly. However, when it comes to how the laws of physics and genetic inheritance 
came into existence in the past, the presuppositions of the scientists govern their 
interpretations and conclusions. 

The curriculum mainly focuses on observational science such as atoms, cells, 
animals, plants, chemical reactions, laws of physics, planets, stars, and so on. But a 
closer look revealed it was not “worldview neutral” at all. For example, the biology 
textbook for grades 4–6 states the following: 

The animal kingdom, Animalia, includes ALL of the animals: dogs, cats, frogs, sea 
urchins, bees, birds, snakes, jellyfish, bunnies, and even us! 

This isn’t neutral language at all. You see, biblical creation holds that mankind was 
created in God’s image separate and distinct from the animals (Genesis 1:26–27). 
Instead, the language is “friendly” to evolution (and to the Intelligent Design 
Movement, since many in the ID Movement believe humans evolved from ape-like 
ancestors). 

There is no such thing as being “worldview neutral” because that belief in itself is a 
worldview! Moreover, Jesus dispelled the myth of neutrality when He stated, “He 
who is not with Me is against Me, and he who does not gather with Me scatters 
abroad” (Matthew 12:30). 

In an attempt to sell us on the idea that her curriculum is “neutral,” the author states 
the following: 

In my opinion anytime we present information as “undisputed fact,” we have crossed 
over into “dogma.” This includes both scientific “facts” and religious “facts.” 

What does she mean by religious “facts”? Would this include the virgin birth and 
Resurrection of Jesus Christ? Are they not to be considered undisputed fact and 
therefore not dogma? If these events in the New Testament did not happen, they 
would chime the death knell for Christianity (1 Corinthians 15:14). Not affirming the 
Bible’s authority in Genesis, and the miracles of creation recorded there, is a slippery 
slope to questioning its authority everywhere else. 
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Moms and dads: I challenge you to carefully evaluate the books, DVDs, and curricula 
that your children use (including materials purchased at homeschool conferences) and 
choose resources that have the Bible as their ultimate authority—and that glorify 
Jesus as Creator.1 

Words Of Hope 
 

REJOICE (OT) 
“But I have trusted in thy mercy; my heart shall rejoice in thy salvation” 
(Ps. 13:5).  

“Be glad in the Lord, and rejoice, ye righteous: and shout for joy, all ye 
that are upright in heart” (Ps. 32:11).  

“Because thou hast been my help, therefore in the shadow of thy wings 
will I rejoice” (Ps. 63:7).  

“Sing unto God, sing praises to his name: extol him that rideth upon the 
heavens by his name JAH, and rejoice before him” (Ps. 68:4).  

“Rejoice in the Lord, ye righteous; and give thanks at the remembrance of 
his holiness” (Ps. 97:12).  

“This is the day which the Lord hath made; we will rejoice and be glad in 
it” (Ps. 118:24).  

“I rejoice at thy word, as one that findeth great spoil” (Ps. 119:162). 

GOLDEN THOUGHT 
In the shadow of Your wings will I rejoice. 

 
 

                                                
1 https://answersingenesis.org/presuppositions/science-worldview-neutral/ 
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Devotion for Hope 
THE PILGRIM’S PROGRESS 

John Bunyan 
 

THE SLOUGH OF DESPOND 

….Continued.  THE SLOUGH OF DESPOND 

Now I saw in my dream, that when Obstinate was gone back, Christian and Pliable 
went talking over the plain; and thus they began their discourse. 

CHR. Come, neighbour Pliable, how do you do? I am glad you are persuaded to go 
along with me; had even Obstinate himself but felt what I have felt, of the powers and 
terrors of what is yet unseen, he would not thus lightly have given us the back. 

PLI. Come, neighbour Christian, since there is none but us two here, tell me now 
further, what the things are, and how to be enjoyed, whither we are going. 

CHR. I can better conceive of them with my mind, than speak of them with my 
tongue; but yet since you are desirous to know, I will read of them in my book. 

PLI. And do you think that the words of your book are certainly true? 
CHR. Yes, verily, for it was made by Him that cannot lie (Titus 1:2). 
PLI. Well said. What things are they? 
CHR. There is an endless kingdom to be inhabited, and everlasting life to be given 

us, that we may inhabit that kingdom forever (Isa. 45:17; John 10:27–29). 
PLI. Well said. And what else? 
CHR. There are crowns of glory to be given us, and garments that will make us 

shine like the sun in the firmament of Heaven! (2 Tim. 4:8; Rev. 3:4; Matt. 13:43). 
PLI. This is very pleasant. And what else? 
CHR. There shall be no more crying, nor sorrow; for He that is owner of the place 

will wipe all tears from our eyes (Isa. 25:8; Rev. 7:17, 17; 21:4). 
PLI. And what company shall we have there? 
CHR. There we shall be with seraphims, and Cherubims, creatures that will dazzle 

your eyes to look on them. There, also, you shall meet with thousands and ten 
thousands that have gone before us to that Place; none of them are hurtful, but loving 
and holy, everyone walking in the sight of God, and standing in His presence with 
acceptance forever; in a word, there we shall see the elders with their golden crowns; 
there we shall see the holy virgins with their golden harps; there we shall see men, that 
by the world were cut in pieces, burnt in flames, eaten of beasts, drowned in the seas, 
for the love that they bare to the Lord of the Place; all well, and clothed with 
immortality as with a garment (Isa. 6:2; 1 Thess. 4:16, 17; Rev. 7:17; 4:4; 14:1–5; John 
12:25; 2 Cor. 5:2–5). 

PLI. The hearing of this is enough to ravish one’s heart; but are these things to be 
enjoyed? How shall we get to be sharers thereof? 

CHR. The Lord, the Governor of the country, hath recorded, that in this book, the 
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substance of which is, if we be truly willing to have it, He will bestow it upon us freely 
(Isa. 55:1, 2, 12; John 7:37; 6:37; Psa. 21:6; 22:17). 

PLI. Well, my good companion, glad am I to hear of these things; come on, let us 
mend our pace. 

CHR. I cannot go so fast as I would, by reason of this burden that is on my back. 
Now I saw in my dream, that, just as they had ended this talk, they drew near to a very 
miry slough that was in the midst of the plain; and they, being heedless, did both fall 
suddenly into the bog. The name of the slough was Despond. Here, therefore, they 
wallowed for a time, being grievously bedaubed with the dirt; and Christian, because 
of the burden that was on his back, began to sink in the mire. 

PLI. Then said Pliable, Ah! neighbour Christian, where are you now? 
CHR. Truly, said Christian, I do not know. 
PLI. At that Pliable began to be offended, and angrily said to his fellow, Is this the 

happiness you have told me all this while of? If we have such ill speed at our first 
setting out, what may we expect betwixt this and our journey’s end? May I get out 
again with my life, you shall possess the brave country alone for me. And with that he 
gave a desperate struggle or two, and got out of the mire on that side of the slough 
which was next to his own house: so away he went, and Christian saw him no more. 
Wherefore Christian was left to tumble in the Slough of Despond alone; but still he 
endeavoured to struggle to that side of the slough that was still further from his own 
house, and next to the wicket-gate; the which he did, but could not get out, because of 
the burden that was upon his back. But I beheld in my dream, that a man came to him, 
whose name was Help, and asked him what he did there? 

CHR. Sir, said Christian, I was bid go this way by a man called Evangelist, who 
directed me also to yonder gate, that I might escape the wrath to come. And as I was 
going thither, I fell in here. 

HELP. But why did not you look for the steps? 
CHR. Fear followed me so hard, that I fled the next way, and fell in. 
HELP. Then said he, Give me thy hand; so he gave him his hand, and he drew him 

out, and set him upon sound ground, and bid him go on his way (Psa. 40:2). 
Then I stepped to him that plucked him out, and said, Sir, wherefore (since over this 

place is the way from the City of Destruction, to yonder gate) is it that this plat is not 
mended, that poor travelers might go thither with more security? And he said unto me, 
This miry slough is such a place as cannot be mended. It is the descent whither the 
scum and filth that attends conviction for sin, doth continually run, and therefore it is 
called the Slough of Despond: for still, as the sinner is awakened about his lost 
condition, there ariseth in his soul many fears, and doubts, and discouraging 
apprehensions, which all of them get together, and settle in this place. And this is the 
reason of the badness of this ground. 

It is not the pleasure of the King that this place should remain so bad (Isa. 35:3, 4); 
his labourers, also, have, by the directions of his Majesty’s surveyors, been, for above 
these 1,600 years, employed about this patch of ground, if, perhaps, it might have been 
mended; yea, and to my knowledge, said he, here have been swallowed up at least 
20,000 cart-loads; yea, millions of wholesome instructions, that have, at all seasons, 
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been brought from all places of the King’s dominions, and they that can tell, say, they 
are the best materials to make good ground of the place, if so be it might have been 
mended; but it is the Slough of Despond still; and so will be when they have done what 
they can. 

True, there are, by the direction of the Lawgiver, certain good and substantial steps, 
placed even through the very midst of this slough; but at such time as this place doth 
much spew out its filth, as it doth against change of weather, these steps are hardly 
seen; or if they be, men, through the dizziness of their heads, step besides, and then 
they are bemired to purpose, notwithstanding the steps be there; but the ground is good, 
when they are once got in at the gate (1 Sam. 12:23).  ….To be continued. 

 

Missionaries	Of	Hope	

THE LIFE OF GEORGE MULLER 

INTRODUCTION (CONT) 
To popularise such a life seems to be particularly desirable, as a fresh witness 

against the spirit of materialism, when the world, in its sordid hunt for shekels, 
declares its highest aspiration to be, in its own cant phrase, to “get rich quick.” 
Müller’s ideal, constantly pursued, was directly opposed to gold-worship. The 
honours and wealth of men counted nothing to him, but he sought, in the words of the 
Bible phrase which was continually on his lips, to “lay up treasure in heaven.” 
Whatever money came into his hands—and “come” it needs had to do, for he sought 
it not except from God—was received as a sacred investment for the Lord’s work. 
Nothing delighted Müller more, nothing seemed to have a greater relish for him, than 
to steer directly counter to the accepted theories of the world—for example, that the 
praise of men, the puffs of secular newspapers, and the support of earth’s great ones 
are essential to the prosperity of Christian philanthropy; and this relish was not the 
monastic eccentricity of a self-righteous adventurer or the singular warp of a dreamy 
crank; it sprang from the sense of Faith Triumphant in his own soul; he realised that 
his sufficiency was not of man, but of God. 

It seems desirable, then, to regard Müller no longer in a spirit of detachment from 
the conditions and problems and events of his day. True, he walked apart from the 
bustling crowd of the highway of affairs; his hopes, his ambitions, were far removed 
from theirs; he was aloof in spirit. Yet, his life-work involved a vast amount of 
philanthropy, and his influence made for the highest national good at one of the most 
critical epochs in our history. It is therefore impossible to gain an adequate idea of the 
man and his work if his story is narrowed down to a recital of his own daily 
experiences, wonderful as they were, to the exclusion of what was taking place 
around him, and of the effects of his own labours upon humanity at large. We would 
look upon Müller not only as upon a solitary statuesque figure, but also as a man 
giving his whole life and powers to the service of God and man. 

It is obvious that in reading the “Narrative,” Christian men and women caught 
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something of its spirit and longed to taste the joys of “laying up treasure in heaven.” 
Hence they carried their gifts to George Müller, and saw them, with infinite joy, 
transmuted into the spiritual gold of service for Christ. Again and again Müller 
breaks off his story to urge his great lesson: “Have faith in God.” He cannot reiterate 
too much. He is determined to make the world see that God is not a far-away mystic 
influence, only vaguely concerned in mundane affairs, but is indeed the Living God, 
quick to hear and certain to answer the prayers of His children. And when the record 
tells of an exhausted treasury and a feeble in-trickling of help, does he bewail his 
position as melancholy and turn from God to the world? No; he pauses only to 
emphasise the soundness and the grandeur of his position, resting solely upon the 
promises of the Lord.2 

 ….To be continued 
 

Announcements and Things to Come 
 
 

Studies and Encouragements. 
 

• Communion, 1st Sunday each month, 10am  
• Prayer meeting / Bible Study (Gospel of John). Every Wednesday 

Night 7:30pm See Br Kest or Pr Edi for details. 
• NEXT Sunday. Morning service  
• Quarterly Business Meeting October 15th

 

• Sunday AFTERNOON service October 22nd, 4:30pm. (No morning 
service) 

 
• Prayer & Praise List 

Missionaries 
Sunbury 
Government  

The Gospel to Friends/Family 
Christian Persecution. 

 

                                                
2 Harding, W. H. (1914). The Life of George Müller: A Record of Faith Triumphant (p. 9). London; 
Edinburgh: Oliphants Ltd. 


