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“For whatsoever things where written 
aforetime were written for our learning, that 

we through patience and comfort of the 
scriptures might have hope”.  

Romans 15:4 
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Hymn	To	Remember	
We	Have	An	Anchor		

Author: Priscilla J Ownes 
Circa: 1860 

Scriptures: Job 30:22, Isaiah 43:1-2, Mark 4:36-41, Heb 6:19. 
 

 

1 Will your anchor hold in the storms of life, 
when the clouds unfold their wings of strife? 

When the strong tides lift, and the cables strain, 
will your anchor drift, or firm remain? 

[Refrain] 

We have an anchor that keeps the soul 
steadfast and sure while the billows roll; 
fastened to the Rock which cannot move, 

grounded firm and deep in the Saviour’s love! 

2 It is safely moored, ‘twill the storm withstand 
for tis well secured by the Saviour’s hand 

Tho the tempest rage, and the wild winds blow, 
not an angry wave shall our bark o'erflow [Refrain] 

3 When our eyes behold through the gathering night, 
the city of gold our harbour bright, 

we shall anchor fast by the heavenly shore, 
with the storms all for evermore [Refrain] 

 
  
Owens, Priscilla Jane, was born July 21, 1829, of Scotch and Welsh descent, and is now (1906) 
resident at Baltimore, where she is engaged in public-school work. For 50 years Miss Owen has 
interested herself in Sunday-school work, and most of her hymns were written for children's 
services. Her hymn in the Scotch Church Hymnary, 1898, "We have heard a joyful sound" 
(Missions), was written for a Sunday-school Mission Anniversary, and the words were adapted to 
the chorus "Vive le Roi" in the opera The Huguenots. [Rev. James Bonar, M.A.] 
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Order of Service 
 

Welcome 
 

Announcements & Prayer 
 

Hymn – Will Your Anchor Hold 
 

Bible Reading  Joel 2:1-14 
 

Hymn – I Love To Tell The Story 431 
 

Sermon – The Book of Joel, Survey.    
 

Hymn – Heaven Came Down 473 
 
 

A word on The Word 
 
 
 
 
 
“If the Holy Spirit guides us at all, he will do it according to the 
Scriptures, and never contrary to them.” 
 
- George Muller   
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The Book of Joel Survey. 

Sermon	Notes	
 

The Day of The Lord Is Barren (1 Thess 5:9, Ps 11:8, Na 1:2, Rev 3:10, Rom 11:15, Joel 
1:1-12, Re 9:1-10, Joel 1:15-20, Re 8:1-11, Is 24:1, 5-6, Mt 24:22) 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………………………………… … 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
The Day of The Lord Is Darkness (Joel 2:1-8, Re 9:14-19, Joel 2:10-14, Rev 9:20-21, Isa 
13:9-13) 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………  
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
.………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
The Day of The Lord is Preceded By Light (Joel 2:23-32, Acts 2:16-21, Rom 11:11-25) 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
The Day of The Lord is Cathartic (Joel 3:2, Zeph 3:8, Zech 14:2, Rev 16:12-14, Joel 3:14-17) 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………  
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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176 words on 176 Verses. 
 

“My soul breaketh for the longing 
That it hath unto thy judgments at all times.” 

 (Ps 119:20) 

 

Jesus said “Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they 
shall be filled” (Matt 5:6), the hunger those who are the Lords have for Jesus and the 
longing thirst we all desire for the written manifestation of the righteousness of 
Christ, imbedded deeply within our hearts that all our living is done in the light of it, 
is a longing that breaks the soul.  

Scripture uses the words ‘soul’ and ‘heart’ synonymously in this context, we gain 
understanding of it when seeing how often the two words share commonality in the 
same verse throughout scripture. Deuteronomy is where our Lord brings to us the 
Golden rule, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy mind.” (Mt 23:37). 

It is now that the law of God is written upon the hearts of those who have been born 
anew (Heb 8:10-13). But the keeping of it is that which we long for, often with tears 
as David did (Psalm 119:136). We now see through a glass darkly, but not forever (1 
Cor 13:12). 

 
Pr Edi Giudetti 
__________________________________________________________________ 

Evidence	For	Hope	
 

 
 

Is The Origin of Life a Scientific Question? 
by Dr. Danny R. Faulkner on May 20, 2016 
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The	Origin	of	Life:	What	Are	the	Possibilities?	

The origin of life has been debated for a long time. Basically, there are four possible 
explanations for the existence of life on earth: 

1. Life on earth arose spontaneously. 
2. Life on earth has always existed. 
3. Life on earth came about through a supernatural act of creation by an 

intelligent Being. 
4. Life was seeded from space. 

The	Application	of	Science	to	the	Question	

Science is supposed to be about things that are observable. That is, science can probe 
only things that we can detect with our five senses. Science also must be repeatable. 
This means that when an experiment or observation is repeated, we get the same 
results. These restrictions on science have led to what we call the scientific method, 
the general rules that we follow in doing science. The scientific investigation of the 
origin of life presents us with at least two problems. First, since life began before 
people were around, we hardly can observe the process. Second, since the origin of 
life appears to have been a unique event, we hardly can repeat it. 

How do these four possibilities stack up? The fourth possibility doesn’t really explain 
how life came about, but instead passes the question off to some other location. Many 
would object that the third option is unscientific and hence ought not to be 
considered. If we restrict the definition of “scientific” to questions that can be 
answered through the application of the scientific method to natural processes, then 
option three may be considered unscientific. However, what is the status of the other 
two options? Option one is the assertion of abiogenesis, the belief that life must have 
arisen from non-living things through a natural process. However, abiogenesis has 
never been observed. To the contrary, it has been shown numerous times that 
biogenesis is true, that only living things give rise to living things. That is, 
abiogenesis has been scientifically disproved. To persist in belief in abiogenesis, one 
must believe in something that clearly is unscientific. 

What about option two? Life can be eternally existent only if the earth and the 
universe are eternal. However, the overwhelming scientific consensus today is that 
the universe is not eternal but instead had its origin a finite time ago. This conclusion 
most often is reached by appeal to a big bang origin for the universe. In fact, the vast 
majority of scientists today would opine that the big bang is a scientific fact 
However, not all scientists agree with the big bang model, but one may scientifically 
conclude a finite age of the universe by other means. For example, the second law of 
thermodynamics requires that the universe will eventually suffer a “heat death,” 
where no usable energy remains. This clearly is not the case presently, so the 
universe cannot be eternal. 
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Hence, to accept either option one or option two requires violating basic conclusions 
of science. Since neither option one nor option two is scientific and option four does 
not answer the question of the ultimate origin of life, only extreme bias against any 
possibility of the supernatural origin of life would lead one to reject the third 
possibility. The fact that none of the four options are scientific underscores the fact 
that the origin of life is not a scientific question.1 

….to be continued. 

Words Of Hope 
 

SACRIFICE 

“The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O 
God, thou wilt not despise” (Ps. 51:17).  

“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present 
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your 
reasonable service” (Rom. 12:1).  

“And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for 
us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet smelling savour” (Eph. 
5:2).  

“I am full, having received of Epaphroditus the things which were sent 
from you, an odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, wellpleasing to 
God” (Phil. 4:18b).  

“By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, 
that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name” (Heb. 13:15).  

“Ye are … an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to 
God by Jesus Christ” (I Pet. 2:5). 

 

GOLDEN THOUGHT 
Let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually. 

                                                
1 https://answersingenesis.org/origin-of-life/scientific-question/  
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Devotion for Hope 
THE PILGRIM’S PROGRESS 

John Bunyan 
EVANGELIST FINDETH CHRISTIAN UNDER MOUNT SINAI, AND 

LOOKETH SEVERELY UPON HIM 
Now Christian looked for nothing but death, and began to cry out lamentably; even 

cursing the time in which he met with Mr. Worldly-wiseman; still calling himself a 
thousand fools for hearkening to his counsel: he also was greatly ashamed to think that 
this gentleman’s arguments, flowing only from the flesh, should have the prevalency 
with him as to cause him to forsake the right way. This done, he applied himself again 
to Evangelist, in words and sense as follows:— 

CHR. Sir, what think you? Is there hope? May I now go back, and go up to the 
wicket-gate? Shall I not be abandoned for this, and sent back from thence ashamed? I 
am sorry I have hearkened to this man’s counsel. But may my sin be forgiven? 

EVAN. Then said Evangelist to him, Thy sin is very great, for by it thou hast 
committed two evils; thou hast forsaken the way that is good, to tread in forbidden 
paths; yet will the man at the gate receive thee, for he has good-will for men; only, said 
he, take heed that thou turn not aside again, “lest thou perish from the way, when His 
wrath is kindled but a little” (Psa. 2:12). Then did Christian address himself to go back; 
and Evangelist, after he had kissed him, gave him one smile, and bid him God-speed. 
So he went on with haste, neither spake he to any man by the way; nor, if any asked 
him, would he vouchsafe them an answer. He went like one that was all the while 
treading on forbidden ground, and could by no means think himself safe, till again he 
was got into the way which he left, to follow Mr. Worldly-wiseman’s counsel. So, in 
process of time, Christian got up to the gate. Now, over the gate there was written, 
“Knock, and it shall be opened unto you” (Matt. 7:8). 

He knocked, therefore, more than once or twice, saying— 

“May I now enter here? Will He within 
Open to sorry me, though I have been 
An undeserving rebel? Then shall I 
Not fail to sing His lasting praise on high.” 

At last there came a grave person to the gate, named Good-will, who asked who 
was there? and whence he came? and what he would have? 

CHR. Here is a poor burdened sinner. I come from the City of Destruction, but am 
going to Mount Zion, that I may be delivered from the wrath to come. I would, 
therefore, Sir, since I am informed that by this gate is the way thither, know if you are 
willing to let me in! 

GOOD-WILL. I am willing with all my heart, said he; and with that he opened the 
gate. 

So when Christian was stepping in, the other gave him a pull. Then said Christian, 
What means that? The other told him. A little distance from this gate, there is erected 
a strong castle, of which Beelzebub is the captain; from thence, both he and them that 
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are with him shoot arrows at those that come up to this gate, if haply they may die 
before they can enter in. 

Then said Christian, I rejoice and tremble. So when he was got in, the man of the 
gate asked him who directed him thither? 

CHR. Evangelist bid me come hither, and knock (as I did); and he said that you, Sir, 
would tell me what I must do. 

GOOD-WILL. An open door is set before thee, and no man can shut it. 
CHR. Now I begin to reap the benefits of my hazards. 
GOOD-WILL. But how is it that you came alone? 
CHR. Because none of my neighbours saw their danger, as I saw mine. 
GOOD-WILL. Did any of them know of your coming? 
CHR. Yes; my wife and children saw me at the first, and called after me to turn 

again; also, some of my neighbours stood crying and calling after me to return; but I 
put my fingers in my ears, and so came on my way. 

GOOD-WILL. But did none of them follow you, to persuade you to go back? 
CHR. Yes, both Obstinate and Pliable; but when they saw that they could not 

prevail, Obstinate went railing back, but Pliable came with me a little way. 
GOOD-WILL. But why did he not come through? 
CHR. We, indeed, came both together, until we came at the Slough of Despond, 

into the which we also suddenly fell. And then was my neighbour, Pliable, discouraged, 
and would not adventure further. Wherefore getting out again on that side next to his 
own house, he told me I should possess the brave country alone for him; so he went his 
way, and I came mine—he after Obstinate, and I to this gate. 

GOOD-WILL. Then said Good-will, Alas, poor man! is the celestial glory of so 
small esteem with him, that he counteth it not worth running the hazards of a few 
difficulties to obtain it? 

CHR. Truly, said Christian, I have said the truth of Pliable, and if I should also say 
all the truth of myself, it will appear there is no betterment betwixt him and myself. It 
is true, he went back to his own house, but I also turned aside to go in the way of death, 
being persuaded thereto by the carnal arguments31 of one Mr. Worldly-wiseman. 

GOOD-WILL. Oh! did he light upon you? What! he would have had you a sought 
for ease at the hands of Mr. Legality. They are, both of them, a very cheat. But did you 
take his counsel? 

CHR. Yes, as far as I durst; I went to find out Mr. Legality, until I thought that the 
mountain that stands by his house would have fallen upon my head; wherefore, there I 
was forced to stop. 

GOOD-WILL. That mountain has been the death of many, and will be the death of 
many more; it is well you escaped being by it dashed in pieces. 

CHR. Why, truly, I do not know what had become of me there, had not Evangelist 
happily met me again, as I was musing in the midst of my dumps; but it was God’s mercy 
that he came to me again, for else I had never come hither. But now I am come, such a 
one as I am, more fit, indeed, for death, by that mountain, than thus to stand talking with 
my Lord; but, O! what a favour is this to me, that yet I am admitted entrance here! 

GOOD-WILL. We make no objections against any, notwithstanding all that they have 
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done before they come hither. They are “in no wise cast out” (John 6:37); and therefore, 
good Christian, come a little way with me, and I will teach thee about the way thou must 
go. Look before thee; dost thou see this narrow way? THAT is the way thou must go; it 
was cast up by the patriarchs, prophets, Christ, and His Apostles; and it is as straight as a 
rule can make it. This is the way thou must go. 

CHR. But, said Christian, are there no turnings nor windings, by which a stranger may 
lose his way? 

GOOD-WILL. Yes, there are many ways butt down upon this, and they are crooked 
and wide. But thus thou mayest distinguish the right from the wrong, the right only being 
straight and narrow (Matt. 7:14).2 

….To be continued. 
 

Missionaries	Of	Hope	
GEORGE MULLER 

CHAPTER 1 

FROM HIS BIRTH TO HIS NEW BIRTH 

…CONTINUED 
 

The first period may be passed rapidly by, for it covers only the wasted years of a sinful 
and profligate youth and early manhood. It is of interest mainly as illustrating the 
sovereignty of that Grace which abounds even to the chief of sinners. Who can read the 
story of that score of years and yet talk of piety as the product of evolution? In his case, 
instead of evolution, there was rather a revolution, as marked and complete as ever was 
found, perhaps, in the annals of salvation. If Lord George Lyttelton could account for the 
conversion of Saul of Tarsus only by supernatural power, what would he have thought of 
George Müller’s transformation! Saul had in his favor a conscience, however misguided, 
and a morality, however pharisaic. George Müller was a flagrant sinner against common 
honesty and decency, and his whole early career was a revolt, not against God only, but 
against his own moral sense. If Saul was a hardened transgressor, how callous must have 
been George Müller! 

He was a native of Prussia, born at Kroppenstaedt, near Halberstadt, September 27, 
1805. Less than five years later his parents removed to Heimersleben, some four miles off, 
where his father was made collector of the excise, again removing about eleven years later 
to Schoenebeck, near Magdeburg, where he had obtained another appointment. 

George Müller had no proper parental training. His father’s favoritism toward him was 
harmful both to himself and to his brother, as in the family of Jacob, tending to jealousy and 
estrangement. Money was put too freely into the hands of these boys, hoping that they might 
learn how to use it and save it; but the result was, rather, careless and vicious waste, for it 
became the source of many childish sins of indulgence. Worse still, when called upon to 
render any account of their stewardship, sins of lying and deception were used to cloak 
wasteful spending. Young George systematically deceived his father, either by false entries 
of what he had received, or by false statements of what he had spent or had on hand. When 
                                                
2 Bunyan, J. (2006). The Pilgrim’s Progress (Vol. 3, pp. 96–97). Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible 
Software. 
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his tricks were found out, the punishment which followed led to no reformation, the only 
effect being more ingenious devices of trickery and fraud. Like the Spartan lad, George 
Müller reckoned it no fault to steal, but only to have his theft found out. 

His own brief account of his boyhood shows a very bad boy and he attempts no disguise. 
Before he was ten years old he was a habitual thief and an expert at cheating; even 
government funds, entrusted to his father, were not safe from his hands. Suspicion led to the 
laying of a snare into which he fell: a sum of money was carefully counted and put where he 
would find it and have a chance to steal it. He took it and hid it under his foot in his shoe, 
but, he being searched and the money being found, it became clear to whom the various 
sums previously missing might be traced. 

His father wished him educated for a clergyman, and before he was eleven he was sent 
to the cathedral classical school at Halberstadt to be fitted for the university. That such a lad 
should be deliberately set apart for such a sacred office and calling, by a father who knew 
his moral obliquities and offences, seems incredible; but, where a state church exists, the 
ministry of the Gospel is apt to be treated as a human profession rather than as a divine 
vocation, and so the standards of fitness often sink to the low secular level, and the main 
object in view becomes the so-called “living,” which is, alas, too frequently independent of 
holy living. 

From this time the lad’s studies were mixed up with novel-reading and various vicious 
indulgences. Card-playing and even strong drink got hold of him. The night when his 
mother lay dying, her boy of fourteen was reeling through the streets, drunk; and even her 
death failed to arrest his wicked course or to arouse his sleeping conscience. And—as must 
always be the case when such solemn reminders make one no better—he only grew worse. 

When he came to the age for confirmation he had to attend the class for preparatory 
religious teaching; but this being to him a mere form, and met in a careless spirit, another 
false step was taken: sacred things were treated as common, and so conscience became the 
more callous. On the very eve of confirmation and of his first approach to the Lord’s Table 
he was guilty of gross sins; and on the day previous, when he met the clergyman for the 
customary “confession of sin,” he planned and practised another shameless fraud, 
withholding from him eleven-twelfths of the confirmation fee entrusted to him by his father! 

In such frames of mind and with such habits of life George Müller, in the Easter season 
of 1820, was confirmed and became a communicant. Confirmed, indeed! but in sin, not only 
immoral and unregenerate, but so ignorant of the very rudiments of the Gospel of Christ that 
he could not have stated to an inquiring soul the simple terms of the plan of salvation. There 
was, it is true about such serious and sacred transactions, a vague solemnity which left a 
transient impression and led to shallow resolves to live a better life; but there was no real 
sense of sin or of repentance toward God, nor was there any dependence upon a higher 
strength: and, without these, efforts at self-amendment never prove of value or work lasting 
results.3   …to be continued 

 
 
 

                                                
3 Pierson, A. T. (1899). George Müller of Bristol (pp. 17–20). London: James Nisbet & Co., 
Limited. 
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Announcements and Things to Come 
 
 

Studies and Encouragements. 
 

• Communion, 1st Sunday of every month. (5th Nov)  
• Prayer meeting / Bible Study (The Acts of the Apostles). Every 

Wednesday Night 7:30pm See Br Kest or Pr Edi for details. 
• Business Meeting Today. After the service. 
• October 15th FBC Baptisms 1pm 

• Sunday AFTERNOON service October 22nd, 4:30pm. (No morning 
service) 

 
• Prayer & Praise List 

Missionaries 
Sunbury 
Government  

The Gospel to Friends/Family 
Christian Persecution. 

 


