
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Welcome to Hope Baptist Church 
 

Sunday 15th of October 2017 
 
 

531 Elizabeth Dr Sunbury 
Service Sundays 10:30am today  

 
www.hopebc.org.au 

“For whatsoever things where written 
aforetime were written for our learning, that 

we through patience and comfort of the 
scriptures might have hope”.  

Romans 15:4 
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Hymn	To	Remember	
We	Have	An	Anchor		

Author: Priscilla J Ownes 
Circa: 1860 

Scriptures: Job 30:22, Isaiah 43:1-2, Mark 4:36-41, Heb 6:19. 
 

 

1 Will your anchor hold in the storms of life, 
when the clouds unfold their wings of strife? 

When the strong tides lift, and the cables strain, 
will your anchor drift, or firm remain? 

[Refrain] 

We have an anchor that keeps the soul 
steadfast and sure while the billows roll; 
fastened to the Rock which cannot move, 

grounded firm and deep in the Saviour’s love! 

2 It is safely moored, ‘twill the storm withstand 
for tis well secured by the Saviour’s hand 

Tho the tempest rage, and the wild winds blow, 
not an angry wave shall our bark o'erflow [Refrain] 

3 When our eyes behold through the gathering night, 
the city of gold our harbour bright, 

we shall anchor fast by the heavenly shore, 
with the storms all for evermore [Refrain] 

 
  
Owens, Priscilla Jane, was born July 21, 1829, of Scotch and Welsh descent, and is now (1906) 
resident at Baltimore, where she is engaged in public-school work. For 50 years Miss Owen has 
interested herself in Sunday-school work, and most of her hymns were written for children's 
services. Her hymn in the Scotch Church Hymnary, 1898, "We have heard a joyful sound" 
(Missions), was written for a Sunday-school Mission Anniversary, and the words were adapted to 
the chorus "Vive le Roi" in the opera The Huguenots. [Rev. James Bonar, M.A.] 
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Order of Service 
 

Welcome 
 

Announcements & Prayer 
 

Hymn – Will Your Anchor Hold 
 

Bible Reading  Amos 3:1-8 
 

Hymn – Joyful, Joyful 38 
 

Sermon – The Book of Amos, Survey.    
 

Hymn – And Can It Be 44 
 
 

A word on The Word 
 
 
 
 
 
“The nearer I approach to the end of my pilgrimage, the clearer is 
the evidence of the divine origin of the Bible, the grandeur and 
sublimity of God’s remedy for fallen man are more appreciated, 
and the future is illumined with hope and joy.” 
 
- Samuel Finley Breese Morse   
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The Book of Amos Survey. 

Sermon	Notes	
 

A Global Courtroom (Amos 3:7, 1:2-9) 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………………………………… … 
An Intimate Condemnation (Amos 3:1-8, Luke 7:28) 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………  
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
A Desired Relationship (Amos 4:6-11) 
.………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
A Just Judgement (Amos 5:1-4, 5:21-27, 1 Sam 15:22, Isa 1:11-18, Mt 5:24) 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
A Promised Restoration (Amos 7:12, 8:11-12, 9:13-15) 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………  
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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176 words on 176 Verses. 
 

“Thou hast rebuked the proud that are cursed, 
Which do err from thy commandments.” 

 (Ps 119:21) 

 

Upset we often become when we see man turn from the commandments of 
God. There are times when we find ourselves so angry at being even the victims 
of their revelry, thinking it so unfair to be harmed either physically or 
financially, though nevertheless unjustly. We risk to think to ourselves to what 
end do we then be faithful to the commands of the Lord when these ‘proud’ 
gain from our loss? Why do the wicked prosper (Jer 12:1, Ps 37:1)? 

But do they prosper? “Why yes” you tell me, “they have gained at my expense, 
certainly they prosper”. But they do not prosper! They have been rebuked by 
the Lord and are cursed for their error. They would live life thinking to 
themselves that to gain from the loss of another is benefit, until they come to 
their end and discover that they would give all they had in life for a single drop 
of water to cool their tongue in death (Lk 16:24). No, there is no prosperity for 
any who turn from the commandments of God, cursed they are. 

 
Pr Edi Giudetti 
__________________________________________________________________ 

Evidence	For	Hope	
 

 
 

Is The Origin of Life a Scientific Question? 
by Dr. Danny R. Faulkner on May 20, 2016 



	
6 

Attempts	to	Answer	the	Question 
Perhaps the best solution to this dilemma is to conclude that life does not exist. Some may insist 
that is a silly response. It is, but it is no sillier than some other suggested responses. For instance, 
some people may say, “Well, we’re here, so option one must have happened.” As reasonable as that 
may seem to the person saying it, it hardly proves that life arose spontaneously. One could just as 
easily say, “Well, we’re here, so option three must have happened.” A person who believes in the 
eternality of the universe could just as easily assert that option two must be true, because we are 
here. This approach commits the informal fallacy of begging the question (i.e., assuming what you 
are trying to prove while making an argument).  

A better approach might be to assert that the only reason why we have not observed abiogenesis is 
that it so rarely happens. That is a logical possibility, but it has no empirical evidence to support it. 
Belief in abiogenesis is the reason why so much attention is given to the search for evidence for life 
elsewhere in the universe. This search takes many forms, such as programs leading to the discovery 
of extrasolar planets, planets orbiting other stars. So far, we have found about 2,000 other planets, 
but none are clearly earth-like, that is, suitable for life. Another manifestation for the search for life 
elsewhere is the seemingly never-ending missions to Mars. Each mission to Mars reveals no 
evidence for life on Mars (and frequently shows just the opposite to be the case), which is followed 
by the next mission that appears to be based upon the premise that we just haven’t looked in the 
right parts of Mars yet. Then there is SETI, the Search for Extraterrestrial Intelligence. SETI 
operates by listening for radio broadcasts from planets orbiting other stars. The first SETI program 
was in 1960. Today SETI operates almost continuously, and it has generated a tremendous amount 
of data. What has been the result of all of this data? We have found no evidence of any alien 
transmissions. 

There are other avenues that the search for life elsewhere has pursued. Suffice it to say that none 
have produced any encouraging evidence for life elsewhere. Therefore, as far as science has been 
able to demonstrate thus far, life does not exist anywhere else. One may object that all the data are 
not in. That is true, but when are all the data ever in for any question in science? By this reasoning, 
we can never reach a conclusion in science, because some future data might contradict the 
conclusion that the current data leads to. In science, we work with the data that we have in hand. 
Sometimes further data overturns an earlier conclusion. That is the nature of science—it changes. 
However, that never can be the justification for reaching the opposite conclusion suggested by the 
data that we now have. Only bias in favor of abiogenesis causes abiogenesis to persist as a real 
possibility in the minds of many scientists. 

The prospect that life is unique to the earth is unsettling to many scientists.  

The prospect that life is unique to the earth is unsettling to many scientists. That would leave the 
door wide open to the possibility that the earth has special status. In turn, that has theistic 
implications. But what if the best data, the best science, lead to that conclusion that there might be a 
Creator? Only extreme atheistic bias would preclude God’s existence. It is no wonder that some 
scientists have concluded that their science tells them that there is no God—that was the assumption 
that they started with. Once again, we encounter the informal fallacy of begging the question. 

The lack of the existence of life elsewhere, along with recognition of the extreme complexity of 
even simple life, and the fact that matter does not spontaneously order itself into complex 
machinery such as required by life has led some to posit the eternal universe. They reason that the 
probability of life arising spontaneously from non-life is vanishingly small, so small that life could 
not arise in a universe even billions of years old. However, they believe that if the universe is 
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eternal, then even an event extremely improbable as the origin of life eventually will happen. In a 
universe with a finite age, it is inconceivable that life could arise, but in an eternal universe, it is 
inevitable that life will arise at least once somewhere. Many people who believe in option four, that 
life originated elsewhere and was seeded on the earth, believe in an eternal universe. However, as 
previously stated, there are good reasons to believe that the universe is not eternal, not to mention 
God’s revelation that He created the universe. 

The	Multiverse	

Enter the multiverse. The multiverse is the idea that our universe is just one of an infinite number of 
universes, collectively referred to as the multiverse. The proposal is that existing universes give rise 
to new universes all the time. Each universe in the multiverse has a finite age, but collectively, the 
multiverse may have always existed. In this sense, the multiverse is a return to an eternal entity. The 
multiverse has been invoked to explain a number of physical and cosmological difficulties. Just one 
of these problems is the origin of life. If the origin of life is so improbable as not to have occurred in 
a single universe of finite age, then increase the odds by positing an infinite number of universes, 
even though each universe has a finite age. The reasoning is that this still amounts to an infinite 
number of chances, which means that in at least one universe life will arise. It is not happenstance 
that we are in that universe, because we would not be here to contemplate this question if we were 
not. 

To most people, the multiverse idea seems desperate and just a wee bit crazy. But this idea has 
gained tremendous traction among cosmologists, astronomers, and physicists. They even talk of 
some sort of observational tests for the multiverse. They claim that early in the existence of our 
universe, other universes might have left an imprint. However, if another universe really could 
breach the barrier between universes, wouldn’t that universe then be a part of our universe? 
Otherwise, that situation would seem to contradict the very definition of universe, the totality of 
physical existence. Ultimately, the existence of other universes, if they really are other universes, 
lies beyond the realm of science, because they are not part of physical existence, at least the 
physical existence that we will ever be able to probe. 

If science cannot tell us the origin of life, then if we wish to learn about life’s origin, we must look 
elsewhere. 

Conclusion	

Let us return to the question of the origin of life. Every attempt to explain life contradicts science. 
But don’t feel bad about that, because science is a very limited practice. There are many things, 
such as the answers to moral questions that we cannot learn from science. Clearly, a Creator is a 
logical possibility (yes, this is a possibility, scientifically). If science cannot tell us the origin of life, 
then if we wish to learn about life’s origin, we must look elsewhere. The first few chapters of 
Genesis are an account of the origin of life and everything else in our universe. We know that the 
Bible is inspired by God and hence is authoritative and reliable. The few other possibilities briefly 
discussed here contrast with the simplicity of the creation hypothesis. This illustrates the futility of 
man’s thinking that the Apostle Paul wrote about (Romans 1:21; Ephesians 4:17–18).1 

 
                                                
1 https://answersingenesis.org/origin-of-life/scientific-question/  
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Words Of Hope 
 

SEAL 
“God … who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of the Spirit in our 
hearts” (II Cor. 1:21b–22).  

“In whom [Christ] ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the 
gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were 
sealed with that holy Spirit of promise” (Eph. 1:13).  

“And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day 
of redemption” (Eph. 4:30).  

“Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The 
Lord knoweth them that are his” (II Tim. 2:19a).  

“Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the 
servants of our God in their foreheads” (Rev. 7:3b).  

“And he saith unto me, Seal not the sayings of the prophecy of this book: 
for the time is at hand” (Rev. 22:10). 

GOLDEN THOUGHT 
You were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise. 

Devotion for Hope 
THE PILGRIM’S PROGRESS 

John Bunyan 
 

Then I saw in my dream, that Christian asked him (GOOD-WILL) further if he could not 
help him off with his burden that was upon his back; for as yet he had not got rid thereof, nor 
could he by any means get it off without help. 

He told him, as to thy burden, be content to bear it, until thou comest to the place of 
deliverance; for there it will fall from thy back of itself. 

Then Christian began to gird up his loins, and to address himself to his journey. So the 
other told him, That by that he was gone some distance from the gate, he would come at the 
house of the Interpreter; at whose door he should knock, and he would show him excellent 
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things. Then Christian took his leave of his friend, and he again bid him God-speed. 
Then he went on till he came at the house of the Interpreter, where he knocked over and 

over; at last one came to the door, and asked who was there. 
CHR. Sir, here is a traveler, who was bid by an acquaintance of the good man of this house 

to call here for my profit; I would therefore speak with the master of the house. So he called 
for the master of the house, who, after a little time, came to Christian, and asked him what he 
would have. 

CHR. Sir, said Christian, I am a man that am come from the City of Destruction, and am 
going to the Mount Zion; and I was told by the man that stands at the gate, at the head of this 
way, that if I called here, you would show me excellent things, such as would be a help to me 
in my journey. 

INTER. Then said the Interpreter, Come in; I will show thee that which will be profitable 
to thee. So He commanded His man to light the candle, and bid Christian follow Him: so He 
had him into a private room, and bid His man open a door; the which when he had done, 
Christian saw the picture of a very grave person hang up against the wall; and this was the 
fashion of it. It had eyes lifted up to Heaven, the best of books in his hand, the law of truth 
was written upon his lips, the world was behind his back. It stood as if it pleaded with men, 
and a crown of gold did hang over its head. 

CHR. Then said Christian, What meaneth this? 
INTER. The man whose picture this is, is one of a thousand; he can beget children (1 Cor. 

4:15), travail in birth with children (Gal. 4:19), and nurse them himself when they are born. 
And whereas thou seest him with his eves lift up to Heaven, the best of books in his hand, and 
the law of truth writ on his lips, it is to show thee, that his work is to know and unfold dark 
things to sinners; even as also thou seest him stand as if he pleaded with men; and whereas 
thou seest the world as cast behind him, and that a crown hangs over his head, that is to show 
thee that slighting and despising the things that are present, for the love that he hath to his 
Master’s service, he is sure in the world that comes next to have glory for his reward. Now, 
said the Interpreter, I have showed thee this picture first, because the man whose picture this 
is, is the only man whom the Lord of the place whither thou art going, hath authorized to be 
thy guide in all difficult places thou mayest meet with in the way; wherefore, take good heed 
to what I have showed thee, and bear well in thy mind what thou hast seen, lest in thy journey 
thou meet with some that pretend to lead thee right, but their way goes down to death. 

Then He took him by the hand, and led him into a very large parlour that was full of dust, 
because never swept; the which, after He had reviewed a little while, the Interpreter called for 
a man to sweep. Now, when he began to sweep, the dust began so abundantly to fly about, 
that Christian had almost therewith been choked. Then said the Interpreter to a damsel that 
stood by, Bring hither the water, and sprinkle the room; the which, when she had done, it was 
swept and cleansed with pleasure. 

CHR. Then said Christian, What means this? 
INTER. The Interpreter answered, This parlour is the heart of a man that was never 

sanctified by the sweet grace of the Gospel; the dust is his original sin and inward corruptions, 
that have defiled the whole man. He that began to sweep at first, is the Law; but she that 
brought water, and did sprinkle it, is the Gospel. Now, whereas thou sawest, that so soon as 
the first began to sweep, the dust did so fly about that the room by him could not be cleansed, 
but that thou wast almost choked therewith; this is to show thee, that the law, instead of 
cleansing the heart (by its working) from sin, doth revive, put strength into, and increase it in 
the soul, even as it doth discover and forbid it, for it doth not give power to subdue (Rom. 
7:6; 1 Cor. 15:56; Rom. 5:20). 
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Again, as thou sawest the damsel sprinkle the room with water, upon which it was cleansed 
with pleasure; this is to show thee, that when the Gospel comes in the sweet and precious 
influences thereof to the heart, then, I say, even as thou sawest the damsel lay the dust by 
sprinkling the floor with water, so is sin vanquished and subdued, and the soul made clean, 
through the faith of it, and consequently fit for the King of glory to inhabit (John 15:3; Eph. 
5:26; Acts 15:9; Rom. 16:25, 26; John 15:13). 

I saw, moreover, in my dream, that the Interpreter took him by the hand, and had him into 
a little room, where sat two little children, each one in his chair. The name of the elder was 
Passion, and the name of the other Patience. Passion seemed to be much discontented; but 
Patience was very quiet. Then Christian asked, What is the reason of the discontent of 
Passion? The Interpreter answered, The Governor of them would have him stay for his best 
things till the beginning of the next year; but he will have all now; but patience is willing to 
wait. 

Then I saw that one came to Passion, and brought him a bag of treasure, and poured it 
down at his feet, the which he took up and rejoiced therein, and withal laughed Patience to 
scorn. But I beheld but a while, and he had lavished all away, and had nothing left him but 
rags. 

CHR. Then said Christian to the Interpreter, Expound this matter more fully to me. 
INTER. So He said, These two lads are figures: Passion, of the men of this world; and 

Patience, of the men of that which is to come; for, as here thou seest, Passion will have all 
now this year, that is to say, in this world; so are the men of this world: they must have all 
their good things now, they cannot stay till next year, that is, until the next world, for their 
portion of good. That proverb, “A bird in the hand is worth two in the bush,” is of more 
authority with them than are all the Divine testimonies of the good of the world to come. But 
as thou sawest that he had quickly lavished all away, and had presently left him nothing but 
rags; so will it be with all such men at the end of this world. 

CHR. Then said Christian, Now I see that Patience has the best wisdom, and that upon 
many accounts. First, Because he stays for the best things. Second, And also because he will 
have the glory of his, when the other has nothing but rags. 

INTER. Nay, you may add another, to wit, the glory of the next world will never wear out; 
but these are suddenly gone. Therefore Passion had not so much reason to laugh at Patience, 
because he had his good things first, as Patience will have to laugh at Passion, because he had 
his best things last; for first must give place to last, because last must have his time to come; 
but last gives place to nothing; for there is not another to succeed. He, therefore, that hath his 
portion first, must needs have a time to spend it; but he that hath his portion last, must have it 
lastingly; therefore it is said of Dives, “Thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, and 
likewise Lazarus evil things; but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented” (Luke 16:25). 

CHR. Then I perceive it is not best to covet things that are now, but to wait for things to 
come. 

INTER. You say the truth: “For the things which are seen are temporal; but the things 
which are not seen are eternal” (2 Cor. 4:18). But though this be so, yet since things present, 
and our fleshly appetite, are such near neighbours one to another; and again, because things 
to come, and carnal sense, are such strangers one to another; therefore it is that the first of 
these so suddenly fall into amity, and that distance is so continued between the second.2 

….To be continued. 
                                                
2 Bunyan, J. (2006). The Pilgrim’s Progress (Vol. 3, pp. 97–99). Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible 
Software. 
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Missionaries	Of	Hope	
GEORGE MULLER 

CHAPTER 1 

FROM HIS BIRTH TO HIS NEW BIRTH 

…CONTINUED 
 

The story of this wicked boyhood presents but little variety, except that of sin and 
crime. It is one long tale of evil-doing and of the sorrow which it brings. Once, when 
his money was all recklessly wasted, hunger drove him to steal a bit of coarse bread 
from a soldier who was a fellow lodger; and looking back, long afterward, to that 
hour of extremity, he exclaimed, “What a bitter thing is the service of Satan, even in 
this world!” 

On his father’s removal to Schoenebeck in 1821 he asked to be sent to the 
cathedral school at Magdeburg, inwardly hoping thus to break away from his sinful 
snares and vicious companions, and, amid new scenes, find help in self-reform. He 
was not, therefore, without at least occasional aspirations after moral improvement; 
but again he made the common and fatal mistake of overlooking the Source of all true 
betterment. “God was not in all his thoughts.” He found that to leave one place for 
another was not to leave his sin behind, for he took himself along. 

In November, 1821, he went to Magdeburg and to Brunswick, to which latter 
place he was drawn by his passion for a young Roman Catholic girl whom he had 
met there soon after confirmation. In this absence from home he took one step after 
another in the path of wicked indulgence. First of all, by lying to his tutor he got his 
consent to his going; then came a week of sin at Magdeburg and a wasting of his 
father’s means at a costly hotel in Brunswick. His money being gone, he went to the 
house of an uncle until he was sent away; then, at another expensive hotel, he ran up 
bills until, payment being demanded, he had to leave his best clothes as a security, 
barely escaping arrest. Then, at Wolfenbüttel, he tried the same bold scheme again, 
until, having nothing for deposit, he ran off, but this time was caught and sent to jail. 
This boy of sixteen was already a liar and thief, swindler and drunkard, accomplished 
only in crime, a companion of convicted felons and himself in a felon’s cell. This 
cell, a few days later, a thief shared: and these two held converse as fellow thieves, 
relating their adventures to one another, and young Müller, that he might not be 
outdone, invented lying tales of villainy to make himself out the more famous fellow 
of the two! 

Ten or twelve days passed in this wretched fellowship, until disagreement led to a 
sullen silence between them. And so passed away twenty-four dark days, from 
December 18, 1821, until the 12th of January ensuing, during all of which George 
Müller was shut up in prison and during part of which he sought as a favour the 
company of a thief. 

His father learned of his disgrace and sent money to meet his hotel dues and other 
“costs” and pay for his return home. Yet such was his persistent wickedness that, 
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going from a convict’s cell to confront his outraged but indulgent parent, he chose as 
his companion in travel an avowedly wicked man.3 

…to be continued 

 
Announcements and Things to Come 

 
 

Studies and Encouragements. 
 

• Communion, 1st Sunday of every month. (5th Nov)  
• Prayer meeting / Bible Study (The Acts of the Apostles). Every 

Wednesday Night 7:30pm See Br Kest or Pr Edi for details. 
• FBC Baptisms 1pm Today 

• Sunday AFTERNOON service NEXT WEEK October 22nd, 4:30pm. 
(No morning service) 

 
• Prayer & Praise List 

Missionaries 
Sunbury 
Government  

The Gospel to Friends/Family 
Christian Persecution. 

 

                                                
3 Pierson, A. T. (1899). George Müller of Bristol (pp. 21–22). London: James Nisbet & Co., 
Limited. 


