
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	

Welcome	to	Hope	Baptist	Church	
	

Sunday	7th	of	May	2017	
	
	
	
	

531	Elizabeth	Dr	Sunbury	
Service	Sundays	10:30am	today		

“For	whatsoever	things	where	written	
aforetime	were	written	for	our	learning,	

that	we	through	patience	and	comfort	of	the	
scriptures	might	have	hope”.		

Romans	15:4	
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Hymn	To	Remember	
Be	Thou	My	Vision	

Translator: Mary E Byrne  
Source: Ancient Irish Circa 700AD 

 
 

1 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 
naught be all else to me, save that thou art - 

thou my best thought, by day or by night; 
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 

 
2 Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word; 

I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord. 
Thou my great Father; thine own may I be, 

thou in me dwelling and I one with thee. 
 

3 Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise; 
thou mine inheritance, now and always; 

thou and thou only first in my heart, 
high King of heaven, my treasure thou art. 

 
4 High King of heaven, my victory won, 

may I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s sun! 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 

still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 
 
 

According to mythology, when St. Patrick was a missionary in Ireland in the 5th 
century, King Logaire of Tara decreed that no one was allowed to light any fires until a 
pagan festival was begun by the lighting of a fire on Slane Hill. In a move of defiance 
against this pagan ritual, St. Patrick did light a fire, and, rather than execute him, the 
king was so impressed by his devotion that he let Patrick continue his missionary work. 
Three centuries later, a monk named Dallan Forgaill wrote the Irish poem, “Rop tú mo 
Baile” ("Be Thou my Vision), to remember and honor the faith of St. Patrick. Forgaill 
was martyred by pirates, but his poetry lived on as a part of the Irish monastic tradition 
for centuries until, in the early 20th century, Mary Elizabeth Byrne translated the poem 
into English, and in 1912, Eleanor Hull versified the text into what is now a well-loved 
hymn and prayer that at every moment of our lives, God would be our vision above all 
else.	
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Order	of	Service	
	

Welcome	
	

Announcements	&	Prayer	
	

Hymn	–	Be	Thou	My	Vision	
	

Bible	Reading		2	Kings	17:6-23	
	

Hymn	–	Great	Is	Thy	Faithfulness	40	
	

Sermon	–	Apostasy	Of	A	Nation		
	

Hymn	–	Amazing	Grace	236		
	
	

A	word	on	The	Word	
 
 
“And the better I understand the Word, the more I will 
enjoy communion with my Father in the Spirits power.” 
 
 

- H.A Ironside 
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Apostasy	of	A	Nation	

Sermon	Notes	
	

The	Pursuit	of	God	for	Israel	(2	Kings	)	
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………	
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………	
The	Apostasy	of	Israel	(2	Kings)		
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………	
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………...............	
The	Pursuit	of	God	for	Judah	(2 Kings)	
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………	
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………	
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………	
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………	
The	Apostasy	of	Judah	(2	Kings)	
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………	
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………	
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………	

The	Pursuit	of	God	for	You	
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Deutero	Bible	Club	

o	
	

7	May	2017	Sun	
	

Ps	120–138	
	

o	
	

8	May	2017	Mon	
	

Ps	139–150	
	

o	
	

9	May	2017	Tues	
	

Prov	1–7	
	

o	
	

10	May	2017	Wed		
	

Prov	8–12	
	

o	
	

11	May	2017	Thurs	
	

Prov	13–18	
	

o	
	

12	May	2017	Fri	
	

Prov	19–24	
	

o	
	

13	May	2017	Sat	
	

Prov	25–31	
	

Reading of the Bible Daily 
 
What work is there that can come close to comparing with that which 

the Lord has shown to us though the revelation of his word? What other 
volume can be demonstrated to reveal to man both his present state and 
his future state? What book of knowledge can be found to tell man both 
that which he does not wish to hear and that which can so eternally 
compensate the offence he has heard concerning himself? 

Lost man is much asleep in life but will indeed be fully awakened at 
death. Yet to us is given, through the Bible, the words that will sound an 
alarm in man to rouse him from sleep before the rude trumpet of his death, 
to tell both of present state and potential for future hope.  

To love man then, is to love this book; without the words contained 
within this volume, committed to our hearts, we cannot speak the words 
of eternal life to save a soul from hell.  

To love this book then, will turn in us a great love and a great burden 
for man. We will not need courage to speak the gospel when love is our 
fuel. 
	
Pr	Edi	Giudetti	

https://ref.ly/logosres/kjv1900;ref=BibleKJV.Ps120-138
https://ref.ly/logosres/kjv1900;ref=BibleKJV.Ps139-150
https://ref.ly/logosres/kjv1900;ref=BibleKJV.Pr1-7
https://ref.ly/logosres/kjv1900;ref=BibleKJV.Pr8-12
https://ref.ly/logosres/kjv1900;ref=BibleKJV.Pr13-18
https://ref.ly/logosres/kjv1900;ref=BibleKJV.Pr19-24
https://ref.ly/logosres/kjv1900;ref=BibleKJV.Pr25-31
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The	Gospel,	Opportunities	of	Hope.	
	
Tract	given	
Shared	an	audio	message	
Shared	About	‘The	hope	you	have	within	you’.	
Invited	to	Church	
Gave	a	Testimony	
Gave	this	Newsletter	(or	a	page	of)	to	
	

Anecdotes	Of	Hope	
The Arrow Hit the Mark 

A society was some years ago established to distribute tracts by mail in 
the higher circles. One of these tracts, entitled, “Prepare to meet thy God,” 
was enclosed in an envelope, and sent by post to a gentleman well known 
for his ungodly life and his reckless impiety. He was in his study when he 
read this letter among others. 

“What’s that?” said he. “ ‘Prepare to meet thy God.’ Who has had the 
impudence to send me this cant?” And, with an imprecation on his unknown 
correspondent, he arose to put the paper in the fire. 

“No; I won’t do that,” he said to himself. “On second thoughts, I know 
what I will do. I’ll send it to my friend B——; it will be a good joke to hear 
what he’ll say about it.” 

So saying, he enclosed the tract in a fresh envelope, and in a feigned hand 
directed it to his boon companion. 

Mr. B—— was a man of his own stamp, and received the tract, as his 
friend had done, with an oath at the Methodist humbug; and his first impulse 
was to tear in pieces. “I’ll not tear it either,” said he to himself. “Prepare to 
meet thy God” at once arrested his attention and smote his conscience. The 
arrow of conviction entered his heart as he read, and he was converted. 

Almost his first thought was for his ungodly associates. “Have I received 
such blessed light and truth, and shall I not strive to communicate it to 
others?” He again folded the tract, and enclosed and directed it to one of his 
companions in sin. Wonderful to say, the little arrow hit the mark. His friend 
read. He also was converted; and both are now walking as the Lord’s 
redeemed ones. 
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Evidence	For	Hope	
 

The Anthropic Principle. 
…Continued 

 
Theistic Implications. Jastrow summarized the theistic implications 

well: “The anthropic principle … seems to say that science itself has 
proven, as a hard fact, that this universe was made, was designed, for man 
to live in. It’s a very theistic result” (Jastrow, “A Scientist Caught,” 17, 
emphasis added). That is, the incredible balance of multitudinous factors 
in the universe that make life possible on earth points to “fine tuning” by 
an intelligent Being. It leads one to believe that the universe was 
“providentially crafted” for our benefit. Nothing known to human beings 
is capable of “pretuning” the conditions of the universe to make life 
possible other than an intelligent Creator. Or, to put it another way, the 
kind of specificity and order in the universe that makes life possible on 
earth is just the kind of effect that is known to come from an intelligent 
cause. 

 
Astronomer Alan Sandage concluded that “the world is too 

complicated in all of its parts to be due to chance alone. I am convinced 
that the existence of life with all its order in each of its organisms is simply 
too well put together. Each part of a living thing depends on all its other 
parts to function. How does each part know? How is each part specified 
at conception. The more one learns of biochemistry the more unbelievable 
it becomes unless there is some kind of organizing principle—an architect 
for believers …” (Sandage, 54). And all of the conditions were set from 
the moment of the universe’s origin. 

 
Stephen Hawking described how the value of many fundamental 

numbers in nature’s laws “seem to have been very finely adjusted to make 
possible the development of life” and how “the initial configuration of the 
universe” appears to have been “very carefully chosen” (cited by Heeren, 
67). In spite of the fact that only an intelligent cause can “carefully 
choose” anything, Hawking at this writing remains skeptical about God. 
He saw the evidence clearly and asked the right question when he wrote: 
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“There may only be a small number of laws, which are self-consistent and 
which lead to complicated beings like ourselves who can ask the question: 
What is the nature of God? And even if there is only one unique set of 
possible laws, it is only a set of equations. What is it that breathes fire into 
the equations and makes a universe for them to govern?… Although 
science may solve the problem of how the universe began, it cannot 
answer the question: Why does the universe bother to exist?” Hawking 
adds, “I don’t know the answer to that” (Hawking, 99). 

 
Albert Einstein did not hesitate to answer Hawking’s question when he 

said, “the harmony of natural law … reveals an intelligence of such 
superiority that, compared with it, all the systematic thinking and acting 
of human beings is an utterly insignificant reflection” (Einstein, 40). Even 
Nobel prize winner Steven Weinberg, an atheist, went so far as to say that 
“it seems to me that if the word ‘God’ is to be of any use, it should be 
taken to mean an interested God, a creator and lawgiver who established 
not only the laws of nature and the universe but also standards of good 
and evil, some personality that is concerned with our actions, something 
in short that is appropriate for us to worship” (Weinberg, 244, emphasis 
added). Thus, the Anthropic Principle is based on the most recent 
astronomical evidence for the existence of a superintelligent Creator of 
the cosmos. In short, it provides the evidence for an updated Teleological 
Argument for God’s existence.1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

																																																								
1	Geisler,	N.	L.	(1999).	Anthropic	Principle.	In	Baker	encyclopedia	of	Christian	apologetics	
(pp.	27–28).	Grand	Rapids,	MI:	Baker	Books.	
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																														Words	Of	Hope	
	
	

INSTRUCTION 

 

“I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go: I will 
guide thee with mine eye” (Ps. 32:8).  

Solomon wrote, “To know wisdom and instruction; to perceive the 
words of understanding” (Prov. 1:2).  

“O ye children … hear instruction, and be wise, and refuse it not” (Prov. 
8:32b–33). “The fear of the Lord is the instruction of wisdom; and 
before honour is humility” (Prov. 15:33).  

“Who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But 
we have the mind of Christ” (I Cor. 2:16).  

“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: that 
the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good 
works” (II Tim. 3:16–17). 

GOLDEN THOUGHT 
All Scripture is profitable for instruction. 
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Devotion for Hope 
 

THE SIMPLICITY OF PRAYER 
 

I	want	to	realize	the	simplicity	of	prayer.	I	don’t	dare	look	at	it	as	a	
religious	exercise,	but	rather	as	a	child’s	going	to	a	father	to	get	what	is	
needed	in	answer	to	prayer.	And	especially	I	must	remember	that	my	
having	access	to	God	depends	not	upon	my	feelings	but	upon	His—that	
He	welcomes	my	approaches	because	of	the	ground	upon	which	I	draw	
near	to	Him	and	not	because	of	the	mere	flow	of	emotion	in	my	heart. 

If my prayers were without one wandering thought, and with most 
heavenly feelings I would probably be tempted to congratulate myself, 
and to say, “What a grand prayer!” But if, on the other hand, I am filled 
with many wandering thoughts and a lot of coldness, then I know that 
God can only hear me for Jesus’ sake, and I shall say “What a grand plea 
the Name of Jesus is!” It makes even my otherwise worthless prayer 
acceptable! 

—Journal, July 4th 1859 

When we love earthly friends we are not satisfied with only a few 
minutes together at a time, nor can we learn to know their real character, 
or appreciate the depths of their nature, if we only have a few passing 
words with them as we go about our daily routine, even if those passing 
words should occur every few minutes. Neither can we know God in this 
way. 

How often we say about our earthly friends “I really would like to 
have a good quiet settled talk with them so that I can really get to know 
them.” And shouldn’t we not feel the same about our Heavenly Friend, 
that we may really get to know Him? 

These thoughts have taught me the importance of the children of God 
taking time to commune daily with their Father, so that they may get to 
know His mind, and to understand better what His will is. Oh dear Lord! 
keep me faithful in this, and enable me to feel this is a privilege and not 
merely a duty. My trust and my strength are all in you! 

—Journal, July 6, 18592 
 

																																																								
2	Smith,	H.	W.,	&	Dieter,	M.	E.	(1997).	The	Christian’s	secret	of	a	holy	life:	the	unpublished	
personal	writings	of	Hannah	Whitall	Smith.		
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Missionaries	Of	Hope	
The	Golden	Kingdom	
Suffering and splendor 

 
…Continued 
 
While “a very extensive field for usefulness,” Burma would also be a 

stark change in living style for the Americans. “Our privations and 
dangers would be great,” Ann wrote. “There, are no bread, potatoes, 
butter, and very little animal food. The natives live principally on rice and 
fish.” Although a prosperous country with natural resources that included 
vast forests of teak, Burma could shock one with its instances of poverty: 
“We behold some of them laboring hard for a scanty subsistence, 
oppressed by an avaricious government, which is ever ready to seize what 
industry has hardly earned. We behold others sick and diseased, daily 
begging their few grains of rice, which, when obtained, are scarcely 
sufficient to protect their wretched existence, and with no other habitation 
to cover them from the burning sun or chilly rains, than that which a small 
piece of cloth raised on four bamboos, under the shade of a tree, can 
afford.” 

But the country could also amaze with scenes of grandeur, as when 
Rangoon’s royal governor, or Viceroy, processed to a high festival at the 
Shwedagon “in all the pomp and splendor possible, dressed and 
ornamented with all his insignia of office, attended by the members of 
government and the common people.” 

Despite her determination to give herself up to “the hardships and 
sufferings of a missionary life,” Ann found the world to which she had 
come daunting but also rich with new experiences. Over the course of the 
next dozen years, until her death in 1826, much that was so strange would 
become familiar. The woman who felt “very gloomy and dejected the first 
night we arrived, in view of our prospects,” would die so acculturated that 
her last words were reportedly in Burmese.3 

 
To be continued… 

																																																								
3	Thrall,	J.	H.	(2006).	The	Golden	Kingdom.	Christian	History	Magazine-Issue	90:	Adoniram	&	
Anne	Judson:	American	Mission	Pioneers.	
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Announcements	and	Things	to	Come	
 
 

Studies and Encouragements. 
 

• Communion, 1st Sunday of Every Month 10am  

 
 

• Website Update.   Hopebc.org.au Bible Audio. Jonah / 2 Timothy 
• Prayer meeting / Bible Study (Gospel of John). Every 

Wednesday Night 8pm See Br Kest or Pr Edi for details. 
• Faith Young Adults Fellowship. Today 7th May. 6:30pm at 22 

Elloura Ave Wollert. Food included!!!! 
• Young Adults Camp (17-35 years) “MYTH BUSTERS” 6th-8th July. 

Cost $	Ministry HBC. 

 
• Prayer & Praise List 

Missionaries 
Sunbury 
Government  

The Gospel to Friends/Family 
 



The Divided Kingdom
All dates are approximate.

1Exported from Logos Bible Software, 9:13 PM 27 April 2017.

Approximate Dates of Old Testament Prophets
All dates are approximate.

1Exported from Logos Bible Software, 9:19 PM 27 April 2017.

(Dates are aproximate)


