
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Welcome to Hope Baptist Church 
 

Sunday 28th of May 2017 
 
 
 
 

531 Elizabeth Dr Sunbury 
Service Sundays 10:30am today  

“For whatsoever things where written 
aforetime were written for our learning, that 

we through patience and comfort of the 
scriptures might have hope”.  

Romans 15:4 
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Hymn To Remember 
Be Thou My Vision 

Translator: Mary E Byrne  
Source: Ancient Irish Circa 700AD 

 
 

1 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 
naught be all else to me, save that thou art - 

thou my best thought, by day or by night; 
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 

 
2 Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word; 

I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord. 
Thou my great Father; thine own may I be, 

thou in me dwelling and I one with thee. 
 

3 Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise; 
thou mine inheritance, now and always; 

thou and thou only first in my heart, 
high King of heaven, my treasure thou art. 

 
4 High King of heaven, my victory won, 

may I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s sun! 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 

still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 
 
 

According to mythology, when St. Patrick was a missionary in Ireland in the 5th 
century, King Logaire of Tara decreed that no one was allowed to light any fires until a 
pagan festival was begun by the lighting of a fire on Slane Hill. In a move of defiance 
against this pagan ritual, St. Patrick did light a fire, and, rather than execute him, the 
king was so impressed by his devotion that he let Patrick continue his missionary work. 
Three centuries later, a monk named Dallan Forgaill wrote the Irish poem, “Rop tú mo 
Baile” ("Be Thou my Vision), to remember and honor the faith of St. Patrick. Forgaill 
was martyred by pirates, but his poetry lived on as a part of the Irish monastic tradition 
for centuries until, in the early 20th century, Mary Elizabeth Byrne translated the poem 
into English, and in 1912, Eleanor Hull versified the text into what is now a well-loved 
hymn and prayer that at every moment of our lives, God would be our vision above all 
else. 
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Order of Service 
 

Welcome 
 

Announcements & Prayer 
 

Hymn – Be Thou My Vision 
 

Bible Reading  2 Chronicles 20:1-19 
 

Hymn – Nothing But The Blood 212 
 

Sermon – Riches To Ruin To…?    
 

Hymn – At The Cross 129  
 

 
A word on The Word 

 
“No matter how good the methods of Bible study that one 
follows may be. No matter how much time one may put in 
to Bible study now and then, the best results can only be 
secured when one makes it a matter of principle never to 
let a single day go by without earnest Bible study” 
 
 
 

- R.A. Torrey 
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Riches to Ruin to…? 

Sermon Notes 
 

………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………  
………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………… 



 
5 

Deutero Bible Club 

 
 

28 May 2017 Sun 
 

Jer 31–35 
 

 
 

29 May 2017 Mon 
 

Jer 36–44 
 

 
 

30 May 2017 Tues 
 

Jer 45–50 
 

 
 

31 May 2017 Wed 
 

Jer 51–52, Lam 1–2 
 

 
 

1 June 2017 Thurs 
 

Lam 3–5, Ezek 1–4 
 

 
 

2 June 2017 Fri 
 

Ezek 5–12 
 

 
 

3 June 2017 Sat 
 

Ezek 13–18 
 

176 words on 176 Verses. 
 “They also do no iniquity: They walk in his ways.” 

 (Ps 119:3) 

“They”, is the pronoun of the ‘blessed’ who “keep”(v2) the testimonies of the 
Lord, who also “Walk”(v1) in the Law of the Lord, these could clearly do no 
iniquity, how can they do iniquity for they “walk in his ways”?  They do not walk 
in their own ways, they do not walk in the ways of other men, they walk only in 
“his” ways; this being the Lord of those Testimonies, the God of the Law, the one 
who’s ways are good, just and holy. 

The blessed are unlike the many who confirm the words of Job when he testified of 
the wicked as ‘they say unto God “Depart from us; for we desire not the 
knowledge of thy ways”’. Not only do they not walk in his ways, but they desire 
not even the knowledge of them! 

Who can do iniquity when God, who’s ways they keep, has no iniquity? The apostle 
Paul speaks with all certainty, “This I say then, walk in the Spirit and ye shall not 
fulfill the lust of the flesh”. 

 
Pr Edi Giudetti 

 

https://ref.ly/logosres/kjv1900;ref=BibleKJV.Je31-35
https://ref.ly/logosres/kjv1900;ref=BibleKJV.Je36-44
https://ref.ly/logosres/kjv1900;ref=BibleKJV.Je45-50
https://ref.ly/logosres/kjv1900;ref=BibleKJV.Je51-52
https://ref.ly/logosres/kjv1900;ref=BibleKJV.La1-2
https://ref.ly/logosres/kjv1900;ref=BibleKJV.La3-5
https://ref.ly/logosres/kjv1900;ref=BibleKJV.Eze1-4
https://ref.ly/logosres/kjv1900;ref=BibleKJV.Eze5-12
https://ref.ly/logosres/kjv1900;ref=BibleKJV.Eze13-18
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The Gospel, Opportunities of Hope. 
 
“He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose.”  
Jim Elliot. 
 

Anecdotes Of Hope 
“Mind Your Own Business!” 

One night in Chicago, many years ago, when I was on my way home I 
saw a man leaning against a lamppost. Stepping up to him and placing my 
hand on his shoulder, I said: 

“Are you a Christian?” 
The man flew into a rage, doubled up his fist and I thought he was 

going to pitch me into the gutter. 
I said: “I’m very sorry if I’ve offended you, but I thought I was asking 

a proper question.” 
“Mind your own business,” he roared. 
“That is my business” I answered. 
About three months later, on a bitter cold morning about daybreak, 

some one knocked at my door. 
“Who’s there!” I asked. 
A stranger answered, and I said: “What do you want?” 
“I want to become a Christian,” was the reply. 
I opened the door, and to my astonishment there was the man who had 

cursed me for talking to him as he leaned against the lamppost. 
He said: “I’m very sorry. I haven’t had any peace since that night. Your 

words have haunted and troubled me. I couldn’t sleep last night, and I 
thought I’d come and get you to pray for me.” 

That man accepted Christ, and the moment he had done so, asked: 
“What can I do for Him?” 
He taught in the Sabbath school until the war broke out, when he 

enlisted, and was one of the first to be shot down, but not before he had 
given a ringing testimony for God. 

 

D.L. Moody 
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Evidence For Hope 

The Dating of The Rocks 
RADIOMETRIC DATING—CARBON 14 

CONTINUED 
Furthermore, there is no certainty that the amount of cosmic radiation reaching 

the atmosphere was the same in the past, and thus the Carbon 14 production could 
have been much less. It has already been shown that the magnetic field was 
certainly stronger in the past and this would then deflect away more cosmic 
radiation than now. If there was more water in the atmosphere (which before the 
Flood is highly likely), this would also weaken the effect of cosmic radiation. 

That dead organic material is altered with respect to its carbon content by 
biological activity has been certainly questioned. The following is a significant 
statement by radiocarbon scientists: 

The most significant problem is that of biological alteration of materials in the soil. 
This effect grows more serious with greater age. To produce an error of 50% in the 
age of 10,000 year old specimen would require the replacement of more than 25% 
of the carbon atoms. For a 40,000 year old sample, the figure is only 5%, while an 
error of 5,000 years can be produced by about 1% of modern materials. 

The decay rate itself (assumption (v.)) may not necessarily be constant because it is 
known that radioisotopes have decay rates which can be affected by pressure and 
the last assumption of equilibrium of Carbon 14 to Carbon 12 is questioned 
strongly by Slusher32 who states that there is a 24% difference between the amount 
of Carbon 14 being produced to that decaying. This is certainly not a state of 
equilibrium. 

The only way radiocarbon dating can be made to give any degree of accuracy is 
to calibrate it against known archaeological artefacts. Consequently its use is really 
somewhat restricted to the last 5,000 years for which we have firm records. Before 
this, the technique is so much dependent on assumptions that it becomes guess 
work. Even if scientists reject a global flood, there is very strong evidence from 
polar regions that there was a global semi-tropical climate with vast amounts of 
plant life all over the world. Thus the amount of carbon dioxide in the air would 
have been greatly changed and all the balances of Carbon 14 to Carbon 12 
similarly affected. 

Since Carbon 14 dating is often quoted as the answer to all dating problems, it 
is important we recognize the severe restrictions of this method. 

We now turn to other radiometric dating methods which are used to date 
volcanic rock. 

 

POTASSIUM-ARGON DATING METHOD 
The advantage of these methods are that they can be applied to volcanic rock (but 



 
8 

still not the 75% sedimentary rock). The details of the potassium-argon scheme are 
given in the excellent book of Monty White. As with all these schemes, the parent 
isotope (potassium 40 in this case) is decaying to a daughter element (argon 40) 
and it is assumed that one can measure the amounts accurately in the rock today, 
that the logarithmic rate of decay is known and stays the same, that there is no 
contamination of the rate from another source of these two elements over the 
supposed long period of decay and that no daughter element entered at the time of 
crystallisation. Although it is certainly true that the amounts of argon and 
potassium can be accurately measured, it is exceedingly difficult to measure the 
logarithmic rate of decay of potassium 40. One of the main reasons is that 
potassium 40 decays into two elements, calcium 40 and argon 40. The proportion 
that decays into argon 40 compared to calcium 40 is called the branching ratio, and 
is only known by calibrating the dates that various values of branching ratios cause 
potassium-argon dating to yield, against the uranium-thorium scheme. That scheme 
itself is based on questionable assumptions. However, probably the major reasons 
why potassium-argon dating dates must not be relied on is because contamination 
and leakage is very easily performed. It is interesting to note that York and 
Farquhar (who would not accept a creation position) state: 

Where the results of comparisons of this sort [i.e. of different dating methods] 
disagree, it is clear that some sort of transfer of material into or out of the rock or 
mineral has taken place. It has also become apparent from the number of published 
discordant ages that disturbances of this nature are far more common that was 
formerly realized. 

The difficulty of this method is that argon very easily diffuses from mineral to 
mineral so it can easily move down through the rock layers thus giving to those 
rocks, the appearance of age. Not only that, potassium can leak very readily from 
rock so that as much as 80% of potassium in a small sample of an iron meteorite 
was removed by running water over it for 4¼ hours. Thus erosion can easily leach 
potassium out of rock again leading to the appearance of age. Andrews makes the 
important observation that: 

we automatically factor-in ages of this magnitude by our choice of decay processes 
with half-lives of this order, so that if any result is obtained at all, it is almost 
bound to be within two orders of magnitude of the half-life … [the assumption is 
made] that no non-radiogenic argon is present at time zero. Yet the molten magma 
is known to contain significant quantities of argon and indeed this fact is frequently 
appealed to in explaining aberrant K-Ar dates! It would be just as logical to assume 
some ‘universal’ finite concentration of argon at time zero, with a consequent 
reduction of predicted age. If the present atmospheric concentration of argon were 
taken as this universal, non-radiogenic content, K-Ar dating would give ages close 
to zero for most rocks. 

Thus there is no reliability in this scheme. ….to be continued.                             
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Words Of Hope 
 
 

LION 

“Save me from the lion’s mouth” (Ps. 22:21a).  

“Thou shalt tread upon the lion and adder” (Ps. 91:13a).  

“My God hath sent his angel, and hath shut the lions’ mouths” (Dan. 
6:22a).  

“Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me … and I 
was delivered out of the mouth of the lion” (II Tim. 4:17).  

“And what shall I more say? for the time would fail me to tell of 
Gedeon, and of Barak, and of Samson, and of Jephthae, of David also, 
and Samuel, and of the prophets: who through faith subdued kingdoms, 
wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions” 
(Heb. 11:32–33).  

“And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not: behold, the Lion of the 
tribe of Juda, the Root of David, hath prevailed to open the book, and to 
loose the seven seals thereof” (Rev. 5:5). 

 

GOLDEN THOUGHT 
The Lion of the tribe of Judah hath prevailed. 
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Devotion for Hope 

THE BEST OF WAYS TO THE BEST OF POSSESSIONS 
“If a man should offer a lordship or a farm to another, and he should 

say, The way is dirty and dangerous, and the weather very troublesome, 
I will not look after it; would you not accuse the man of folly who thus 
loved his ease and pleasure? But, now, if this man were assured of a 
pleasant path and a good way if he would but take a little pains to go 
over and see it, it were gross folly indeed to refuse it.” 

Such is the folly of those who refuse the great inheritance of God. It 
were worth while to spend a lifetime in prison if thereby we could obtain 
the Kingdom of God; but we are not called to such suffering, the way to 
eternal life by Christ Jesus is made plain and easy by the Holy Spirit 
who bids us believe and live. To believe that which is most surely true 
cannot be unpleasant to a sincere mind; to trust in One who cannot lie 
cannot be a hardship to an honest heart. In fact, the way of true religion 
is the path of wisdom, and we know that her ways are ways of 
pleasantness, and all her paths are peace. Who would not go to heaven 
when Christ is the way?—the dearest, holiest, and happiest way that can 
be conceived. Since the way to heaven is heavenly, and the road to bliss 
is bliss, who will not become a pilgrim? My soul, be thou in love with 
the way as well as with the end, since thy Lord is the one as well as the 
other.  

Missionaries Of Hope 
From Sea to Shining Sea 

Theology and jump rope 
Despite the numerous challenges, life on ship was not always painful. 

The ocean that separated the missionaries from their friends and families 
also offered them the opportunity to become better acquainted with their 
calling—and with each other. The first Atlantic crossing in 1812 formed 
the honeymoon period of the Judsons’ and the Newells’ marital and 
missionary lives. In addition to adapting to the difficulties of an extended 
sea voyage, the newlyweds entered into married life temporarily free of 
toilsome responsibilities. They used the time to get to know each other. 

Passengers passed the time conversing with each other over meals, 
during games, and as they reclined in their sleeping berths at night. 
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Sabbath days aboard ship became particularly enjoyable when their 
private dialogues manifested themselves in public praise. Harriet hoped 
her mother had as profitable Sundays as those she experienced aboard the 
Caravan. “I have spent a part of this holy day on deck, reading, singing, 
conversing, &c.” Her shipboard life assumed a simple but happy rhythm. 
Ann Judson even organized jumping rope on deck as a form of exercise 
and entertainment. Companionship was essential to the happiness of a 
voyage. 

Reading also assumed a central place on board ships. As Harriet noted, 
few other entertainment options existed. “I shall devote much of my time 
to reading while on the water. There is but little variety in a sea life.” In 
Ann’s opinion, this lack of variety produced an unprecedented 
opportunity for studying the Scriptures. “I do not recollect any period of 
my life, in which I have, for so long a time, had such constant peace of 
mind.… Have gained much clearer views of the Christian religion, its 
blessed tendency, its unrivalled excellence.” During the course of the 
voyage, Ann read “the New Testament, once through in course, two 
volumes of Scott’s Commentary on the Old, Paley, Trumbull, and Dick, 
on the Inspiration of the Scriptures, together with Faber and Smith on the 
Prophecies.” Through study, shipboard time was a chance to prepare for 
the future mission. 

The most famous occurrence aboard the Caravan—Adoniram 
Judson’s change of views regarding infant baptism—highlights the 
importance of shipboard reading. For one of Adoniram’s early 
biographers, “The only event on the passage which has become specially 
worthy of note is the fact that Mr. Judson availed himself of this period of 
leisure to investigate anew the scriptural authority for infant baptism.” 
The voyage gave time for lingering doubts about infant baptism to fester 
into open disbelief on the matter. 

In the later 19th century, the British man of letters John Ruskin noted 
the international intimacy made possible by oceanic commerce: “The 
nails that fasten together the planks of the boat’s bow are the rivets of the 
fellowship of the world.” This sentiment proved especially true of 
America’s first missionaries as they spread across the rim of the Pacific 
and Indian oceans. Ships initiated missionaries into their foreign callings, 
created thin lifelines with their families and supporters, and covered their 
lives with the watery veil of death. 

Harriet, the first of the earliest American missionaries to die, left 
perhaps the most fitting epitaph of their life at sea and its lasting effects: 
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“My attachment to the world has greatly lessened, since I left my country, 
and with it all the honours, pleasures, and riches of life. Yes, mamma, I 
feel this morning like a pilgrim and a traveler in a dry and thirsty land, 
where no water is. Heaven is my home; there, I trust, my weary soul will 
sweetly rest, after a tempestuous voyage across the ocean of life.” 

Stephen R. Berry is a visiting instructor at Duke Divinity School in Durham, North Carolina. 
 

 
 

Announcements and Things to Come 
 
 

Studies and Encouragements. 
 

• Communion, 1st Sunday of Every Month 10am  (Next Sunday) 

 
 

• Website Update.   Hopebc.org.au Bible Audio. Nahum / 2 Tim 
• Prayer meeting / Bible Study (Gospel of John). Every 

Wednesday Night 8pm See Br Kest or Pr Edi for details. 
• Young Adults Camp (17-35 years) “MYTH BUSTERS” 6th-8th July. 

Cost $ Ministry HBC. 

 
• Prayer & Praise List 

Missionaries 
Sunbury 
Government  

The Gospel to Friends/Family 
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