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Introduction; 
 
 
Leviticus is unlike the excitement of the historical books that have gone before it, this book has little 
historical description, save mostly a consideration of several individuals who were punished for their 
sin against God;  
 
I certainly have had to repent of my poor attitude toward this book of the Bible. 
 
When properly studied, the presentation of the holiness of God and the types concerning the full 
extent of the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, fill the pages of this portion of the Bible. Just as it is about God 
and the people of God in the Old Testament, so too it is about Christ and the redeemed of Christ in 
the New testament. Its placement in the Torah is Pivotal, its message out of the Torah is profound. 
 
Let’s move on to the first point of the sermon this morning that might help clarify some of the 
structure of this incredible and possibly most holy of books, the book of Leviticus. 
 

The	Presentation	of	the	Gospel	of	God	
 
The name itself come from the tribe of Levi, originally we find our rendering of it coming from the 
Greek word which means “That which pertains to the Levites” 
 
Its placement in the Bible is beautifully set and its importance can be understood by the first verse of 
the first chapter, take a look with me. 
 
1 AND the LORD called unto Moses, and spake unto him out of the tabernacle of the congregation, 
saying, 
 
How wonderful it is to see, that God spoke to him out of the tabernacle. 
 
Lets not forget that the last time we heard God speak for the people it was from a distance.  
Exodus has him speaking from a mountain top which burned with fire.  
 
Exodus concludes with the completion of the building of the Tabernacle that enables God to “Dwell 
in the midst of the camp”. 
 
• How wonderful it is to know that God called them to him from afar,  
• Redeemed them through the offering of the Passover lamb,  
• Baptised them through the Red Sea as they crossed on Dry Ground 
• Gave them the Law in stone to be placed in an arch of Gold, and carried in the midst of 
the camp 
• Built for them a dwelling place where he could be with them.  
 
And now he calls to them directly from within, tell me if this simple structure does not remind you of 



that which is most true for you and I? 
 
• Where we not once far from God?  
• Did he not call you directly to draw near? 
• And when you came near, didn’t you also accept the sacrifice made for you by the true 
Passover lamb, the Lord Jesus? 
• And where you not right there and then Baptised by the Spirit of God, living water now 
filling your soul? 
• Did he not give you his law in the midst of your heart that you might walk in it? 
• And finally, hasn’t Jesus come to dwell within you just as God tabernacled among 
them? 
 
Friends, we have not even begun to consider the wonderful attributes of Leviticus and already we see 
in the structure and placement of the Book something incredibly profound, that we might not have 
seen before. Only one verse in and a series of types are found. 
 

But I must caution you for a moment as we come into the study of this book this morning. 
 
Leviticus is a book written for a people the purpose of which was to show them how they are to live 
in the presence of the Holy God who redeemed them from the bondage of their trials.  
 
In short the people are called in Leviticus to live SEPERATED Lives, distinct from ways and 
manners of the nations that they came out from, and the nations they will come to. 
 
As God is NOTHING like the gods of these nations, SO TOO are the people of GOD to be 
NOTHING like the people of the nations.  
 
If there is anything you gain from this book, this is it. THE HOLINESS OF THE PEOPLE IS 
TO REFLECT THE HOLINESS OF GOD!!!!!! 
 
As we read the book of Leviticus we come immediately to the viewing platform of the killing of a 
multitude of innocent animals. They are presented as offerings to the Lord, they are given to be taken 
in a voluntary manner and then they are slain.  Much detail is given to us in this book, much of the 
detail can be quite overwhelming, as well as seemingly severe, some of which can even seem trivial. 
 
But what was its purpose? How do we read this book? What is Leviticus teaching us about the 
Gospel? 
 
Turn to Hebrews 7:19-23 
 
19 For when Moses had spoken every precept to all the people according to the law, he took the blood 
of calves and of goats, with water, and scarlet wool, and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book, and all 
the people, 20 Saying, This is the blood of the testament which God hath enjoined unto you. 
21 Moreover he sprinkled with blood both the tabernacle, and all the vessels of the ministry. 22 And 
almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is no remission. 
23 It was therefore necessary that the patterns of things in the heavens should be purified with these; 
but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these. 
 
This book presents to us a type of nothing less than the complete sacrifice of the Son of God for the 
remission of sins of the people of the world together with an understanding of the absolute holiness 
of God in the undertaking of it. 
 
22 And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is no 



remission. 
 
The sacrifices are made for a voluntary and temporary atonement of their sins. Done until the coming 
of the Just one, until Shilo comes, until the one who would come to take away the sin of the world. 
 
But know that they are also mediated by a High Priest; Read Chapter 16 to see Aaron the High Priest 
as he is become the mediator on behalf of the people to God. 
 
Turn forward to 
Hebrews 8:1-6 
 
Now of the things which we have spoken this is the sum: We have such an high priest, who is set on 
the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens; 2 A minister of the sanctuary, and of the 
true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man. 3 For every high priest is ordained to offer gifts 
and sacrifices: wherefore it is of necessity that this man have somewhat also to offer. 4 For if he were 
on earth, he should not be a priest, seeing that there are priests that offer gifts according to the law: 
5 Who serve unto the example and shadow of heavenly things, as Moses was admonished of God 
when he was about to make the tabernacle: for, See, saith he, that thou make all things according to 
the pattern shewed to thee in the mount. 6 But now hath he obtained a more excellent ministry, by 
how much also he is the mediator of a better covenant, which was established upon better promises. 
 
 
J. Sidlow Baxter makes this simple statement; 
 
In Genesis we see God’s remedy for man’s ruin—the Seed of the woman. In Exodus we see God’s 
answer to man’s cry—the blood of the Lamb. In Leviticus we see God’s provision for man’s need—a 
Priest, a Sacrifice, and an Altar…..With good reason Leviticus holds the central place among the five 
books of Moses, for, with its doctrine of mediation through a priest, absolution through a sacrifice, 
and reconciliation at the altar, it is the very heart of the Pentateuch—and of the Gospel. Explore the 
Book Pg 110 
 
 
Leviticus Presents to us The Gospel of God. 
 
The	Presentation	of	the	Son	of	God	
 
Lev 1:1-5 
1 AND the LORD called unto Moses, and spake unto him out of the tabernacle of the congregation, 
saying, 2 Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, If any man of you bring an offering 
unto the LORD, ye shall bring your offering of the cattle, even of the herd, and of the flock. 3 If his 
offering be a burnt sacrifice of the herd, let him offer a male without blemish: he shall offer it of his 
own voluntary will at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation before the LORD. 4 And he shall 
put his hand upon the head of the burnt offering; and it shall be accepted for him to make atonement 
for him. 5 And he shall kill the bullock before the LORD: and the priests, Aaron’s sons, shall bring the 
blood, and sprinkle the blood round about upon the altar that is by the door of the tabernacle of the 
congregation. 
 
 
We do not need to leave the first chapter, even the first five verses to see the Presentation of the Son 
of God here. The father making clear; 
 

a) The State of the Offering; 
b) The Nature of the offering 



c) The Purpose of the offering. 
d) The Heart of the Offeror 

 
a) The	State	of	the	Offering	
 
3 If his offering be a burnt sacrifice of the herd, let him offer a male without blemish: 
 
First we can see that the offering was to be one that will become a completely consumed sacrifice. 
The Burnt sacrifice was to be consumed in the fire, reduced to ashes after it had been slain.  In this 
we see that Christ was given completely to the work of atonement for sin. 
 
Turn to Hebrews 10:5-9 
 
Heb 10:5-9 
5 Wherefore when he cometh into the world, he saith, Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not, but a 
body hast thou prepared me: 6 In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin thou hast had no pleasure. 
7 Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written of me,) to do thy will, O God. 
8 Above when he said, Sacrifice and offering and burnt offerings and offering for sin thou wouldest 
not, neither hadst pleasure therein; which are offered by the law; 9 Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy 
will, O God. He taketh away the first, that he may establish the second. 
 
You will see then that I do not make up the link of Leviticus, but the shadow is revealed. God’s 
desire was that Israel would perfectly represent, in a shadow, the work of the Lord Jesus. 
 
Note that Jesus was understood as the very representation of Sin when he was on the Cross. 
1st Cor 5:21 says “For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin;” 
 
The Burnt sacrifice is also a representation both of the complete riddance of sin, having it reduced to 
ashes, as well as the right picture of the Judgement through the fires of hell that will deal with it 
in eternity. The offeror could be sure that as he has seen the flame reduce the sacrifice to ashes, as 
such did it reduce his sin to an evaporating smoke in that temporary atonement. But he was also 
witness to the judgement of God upon the sinner, a flame and “the smoke of their torment ascendeth 
up for ever and ever” (Rev 14:11) 
 
Further, the Scape Goat that appears on the Day of Atonement in chapter 16 also is a clear 
representation of Christ. The state of that offering is even today used in common language, holding 
the same meaning as it did thousands of years ago. 
 
b) The	Nature	of	the	Offering	
 
3b let him offer a male without blemish: 
 
Each sacrifice had to be a right Presentation of the Son, a male is granted, but without blemish.  
Should the sacrifice be defiled in ANY way, it simply could not fulfill the requirement that God the 
father had respecting the Son.  In fact, any who offered a sacrifice with blemish to atone for his sin, 
the very act itself being against the commandment of God, was a sin.  
 
If we think we can add to the work of the Son, by being righteous in ourselves, not only do we 
diminish and degrade the work Christ has done, but we ADD to our sin by offering it against the 
ordinance of God. Did not Simon the sorcerer sin when he thought the gift of God could be 
purchased with money? (Acts 8:20) 
 
No, the offering needed to be without blemish and not one that can be otherwise disposed of. It was 



to be a Presentation of the Son not a presentation of the offerer  
 
c) The	Purpose	of	The	Offering	
 

4 And he shall put his hand upon the head of the burnt offering; and it shall be accepted for him to 
make atonement for him. 5 And he shall kill the bullock before the LORD: and the priests, Aaron’s 
sons, shall bring the blood, and sprinkle the blood round about upon the altar that is by the door of the 
tabernacle of the congregation. 
 
It was to make an atonement for sin. This is the Presentation of the Son of God and what he would 
do. To make an atonement for sin was the reason he came and is here the purpose of such an offering. 
Wonderful is the presentation we find of the lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the world 
found in Isaiah 53, that glorious messianic prophecy;  
 
Isaiah 53:10 
Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: When thou shalt make his soul an 
offering for sin,… 
 
The offering by the true lamb of God was for an everlasting atonement with one sacrifice, the 
offering in Leviticus was a temporary atonement remembered at each sacrifice until the time the true 
lamb was given. 
 
d) The	Heart	of	the	Offeror	
If any man of you bring an offering unto the LORD, ye shall bring your offering of the cattle, even of 
the herd, and of the flock. 3 If his offering be a burnt sacrifice of the herd, let him offer a male 
without blemish: he shall offer it of his own voluntary will at the door of the tabernacle of the 
congregation before the LORD. 
 
Any person was able to make this offering, it was to be Voluntary. Just as a forced apology IS NOT 
an apology, so too a forced offering for sin is not an offering for sin.  
 
The heart of the offeror is one who’s personal desire is to be reconciled to God. It is not to please a 
friend, a brother, a sister a parent or to impress another person. It is to be voluntary. It is to Present a 
heart desiring nothing other that reconciliation with God through faith in the offering of sacrifice. 
 
The	Presentation	of	The	Holiness	of	God	
 
The key verse of the book of Leviticus is arguably chapter 19:2 
 
2 Speak unto all the congregation of the children of Israel, and say unto them, Ye shall be holy: for I 
the LORD your God am holy. 
 
The word ‘Holy’ appears 190 times in the Torah, Leviticus alone 94 times. There are 39 books in the 
Old Testament, ‘Holy’ appears 460 times in 404 verses. One fifth of all the appearances in the Old 
Testament the word ‘Holy’ appear in Leviticus. This then can be arguably a focal consideration of the 
book betraying both the nature of God and the expected nature of the people of God. 
 
Lets consider, reconciliation had already been made for the people in Egypt. The Passover lamb was 
slain and consumed according to the prescribed manner spoken by Moses. God revealed to Moses the 
pattern of the Tabernacle in heaven that he was to reconstruct, that God might fellowship with his 
people, that he may dwell with them, lead them, instruct them. He revealed to them his holiness 
through this commands. He also showed them, with the strictest assertion, that his laws were not to 



be trifled with, punishment was swift and direct. From this standpoint we can consider that the book 
of Leviticus is given for the people to become like their God, holy. 
 
This is made evident by the strictness through which God dealt with sin. 
 
Turn to Lev 9:23-10:3 
 
23 And Moses and Aaron went into the tabernacle of the congregation, and came out, and blessed the 
people: and the glory of the LORD appeared unto all the people. 24 And there came a fire out from before 
the LORD, and consumed upon the altar the burnt offering and the fat: which when all the people saw, 
they shouted, and fell on their faces. 
10 And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took either of them his censer, and put fire therein, and 
put incense thereon, and offered strange fire before the LORD, which he commanded them not. 2 And 
there went out fire from the LORD, and devoured them, and they died before the LORD. 3 Then Moses 
said unto Aaron, This is it that the LORD spake, saying, I will be sanctified in them that come nigh me, 
and before all the people I will be glorified. And Aaron held his peace. 
 
The error of Nadab and Abihu was in their offering to God that which he commanded them not. 
God will be sanctified and no man is to ever presume he will give unto the Lord that which he 
DOES not command. This is a holy God and we do not undertake ideas that seem pleasant to 
our own eyes, presuming that God will also be pleased.  
 
Perhaps Nadab and Abihu were sincere, but they were wrong. Many Christians are SINCERE in their 
work for the Lord, many think they honor him in their music, or in their rituals, or in their manner of 
service, or even in their pulpits, but their sincerity, no matter how genuine, does not justify doing 
that which the Lord HAS NOT COMANDED.  
 
Turn to Lev 24:10-16 
 
10 And the son of an Israelitish woman, whose father was an Egyptian, went out among the children 
of Israel: and this son of the Israelitish woman and a man of Israel strove together in the camp; 11 And 
the Israelitish woman’s son blasphemed the name of the LORD, and cursed. And they brought him 
unto Moses: (and his mother’s name was Shelomith, the daughter of Dibri, of the tribe of Dan:) 
12 And they put him in ward, that the mind of the LORD might be shewed them. 13 And the LORD 
spake unto Moses, saying, 14 Bring forth him that hath cursed without the camp; and let all that heard 
him lay their hands upon his head, and let all the congregation stone him. 15 And thou shalt speak 
unto the children of Israel, saying, Whosoever curseth his God shall bear his sin. 16 And he that 
blasphemeth the name of the LORD, he shall surely be put to death, and all the congregation shall 
certainly stone him: as well the stranger, as he that is born in the land, when he blasphemeth the name 
of the LORD, shall be put to death. 
 
Perhaps you had thought that using the Name of the Lord your God in vain was not a capital offence. 
Could you imagine how many people would be found on death row if it was a capital offence in our 
court system today? Sadly, I would have certainly been on that row. 
 
Perhaps you can sit through movies and television shows that Blaspheme the name of your 
saviour, and for the sake of your temporary entertainment you tolerate it. This is the level of honor 
we now show to the one Pierced for our transgressions and bruised for our iniquities. And of this we 
all, including your pastor, need to be ashamed. 
 
In Numbers 15 they found a man who gathered sticks on the Sabbath day.  I am sure you would think 
that not a big deal…a mans gotta eat and sticks are good to burn for the cooking….a mans gotta 
warm the family on cold nights and sticks are good for that…however, Six days shalt thou labour and 



do all thy work. Why did he not labour for his responsibility in the time it was lawful?  
 
Numbers 15:35 goes on and tell us 
 

35And the LORD said unto Moses, The man shall be surely put to death: all the congregation shall 
stone him with stones without the camp.  
 
In Deuteronomy 21 there was a stubborn and rebellious son who would not obey the voice of his 
parents; God commanded that  21And all the men of his city shall stone him with stones, that he die: 
so shalt thou put evil away from among you; 
 
WHY? 
 
One of the most favourite questions asked by a child, and often the very first question they ask and 
one of the few questions that can be asked by just one word, why? 
 
Adults make rules for their kids for which they may not understand the reasons. The children will 
often think the rule too harsh or strict. But a wise parent also knows that the nature of children is 
always to push the boundaries.  
 
God knows the nature of sin better than we know our own children. There are times when the 
only answer we can actually give a child is “because I said so”. As a child it was the one answer I 
hated hearing. Why? Because it gave me no ability to argue against it. 
 
 
To God, I am sure that we are much less than children. There are times we don’t have the reasons 
why God instructs some things and there are times we WONT accept the reasons why God 
commands as he does.  But we can never argue that his commands are not holy.  
 
Leviticus Presents the Holiness of God 
 
 

The	Sanctified	Walk	of	The	Child	of	God	
 
The first seventeen chapters provide for us non moral regulations for the people of Israel. The last ten 
chapters, from chapter 18, give the Moral regulations for the people.  
 
Now that the Children are reconciled to God, he instructs how they are to walk before him in holiness 
as they represent him to the nations around them. Chapters 18 to 27 do just that. 
 
From 18 to 21 are described some of the ‘standard fare’ sins of the world such as theft and deceit, 
drunkenness and rebellion, murder and adultery but goes on to describe some of the worst 
perversions of the nations that surround them; From diverse forms of idolatry to sexual perversions I 
don’t want to describe, from piercings and tattooing’s to the sacrifice of small Children known as 
Infanticide.  
 
Turn to the first of these chapters to get the context of what God is commanding;  
 
Chapter 18:1-5 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 2 Speak unto the children of Israel, and say 
unto them, I am the LORD your God. 3 After the doings of the land of Egypt, wherein ye dwelt, 
shall ye not do: and after the doings of the land of Canaan, whither I bring you, shall ye not do: 
neither shall ye walk in their ordinances. 4 Ye shall do my judgments, and keep mine ordinances, 
to walk therein: I am the LORD your God. 5 Ye shall therefore keep my statutes, and my judgments: 



which if a man do, he shall live in them: I am the LORD. 
 
Here Israel is COMMANDED by God to live as a separated people, sanctified to God. 
 
God down to Lev 18:24 
 
24 Defile not ye yourselves in any of these things: for in all these the nations are defiled which I cast 
out before you: 25 And the land is defiled: therefore I do visit the iniquity thereof upon it, and the land 
itself vomiteth out her inhabitants. 26 Ye shall therefore keep my statutes and my judgments, and shall 
not commit any of these abominations; neither any of your own nation, nor any stranger that 
sojourneth among you: 27 (For all these abominations have the men of the land done, which were 
before you, and the land is defiled;) 
 
Here we find the reasons why the judgement of God has fallen upon those nations. 
 
Lest your mind fails in the consideration that the Lord is an unrighteous God who judges against a sin 
he had not commanded until now, ensure you understand that this is not the case for the people of the 
nations always had the Law of God in a form, how can we say this with any confidence? 
 
When Adam sinned against the Lord it was he who clothed them with skins teaching from the 
beginning that it was to be by the death of innocent blood that they shall be covered.  
 
Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, showing that he is righteous, what did he 
offer? He offered a Lamb. This understanding given even before the time of the Exodus Passover 
Lamb. 
 
Noah was to ensure the number and diversity of the animals on the arch separated by the unclean, 2 x 
2, and the clean 7 x 2. How did Noah know which was which when we do not have the distinction of 
Levitius 23 until the writing of it???? 
 
We see Joseph understand the sin of adultery and would not sin against God with Potiphars wife, 
how did he know that adultery was sin if the commandment against adultery was yet to be written. 
And we can go on to demonstrate the pagan nations also knew the Law, Abimelech recognizing the 
potential for sin against Abrams wife; lies, murders, justice etc, all things being enacted before the 
commandments of God were given in Exodus 20 from a mountain that burned with fire, to a people 
redeemed from bondage. 
 
We find here also a ready answer as to why the Code of Hamarabi contains within its writing some of 
those saying found also in Leviticus, “an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth” etc. Gods Law was 
known allways and by all people. This is the only reason God is just in seeking vengeance against the 
breaking of his law by pagan peoples. To punish a broken law never given is not just, to punish a 
broken law given is just, and the Lord is Holy and Just and Good.  
 
How can we think that the same God who gave a law for the right function of each of the elements of 
the Universe would withhold any law for the right function of man for whom the universe was 
created? 
 
Now turn to  
 
2 Peter 2:20 
 
20 For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with 



them than the beginning. 21 For it had been better for them not to have known the way of 
righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto 
them. 22 But it is happened unto them according to the true proverb, The dog is turned to his own 
vomit again; and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire.  
 
1 Peter 4:1-5 
 
4 Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the same 
mind: for he that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin; 2 That he no longer should live the 
rest of his time in the flesh to the lusts of men, but to the will of God. 3 For the time past of our life 
may suffice us kto have wrought the will of the Gentiles, when we walked in lasciviousness, lusts, 
excess of wine, revellings, banquetings, and abominable idolatries: 4 Wherein they think it strange 
that ye run not with them to the same excess of riot, speaking evil of you: 5 Who shall give 
account to him that is ready to judge the quick and the dead. 
 
James 1:27 
 
27 Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in 
their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world. 
 
The similarity between the commands of God to his people Israel respecting how they should live, to 
the commands in the New Testament toward us is THE SAME.  
 
• Just as the people were redeemed from the bondage of Egypt, so too where you redeemed 
from enslavement to Sin. 
 
• Just as the people are to walk in holiness separated from the walk of the world, so too are you 
as you represent the holy nature of the one that indwells you.  
 
Thinking little about getting caught up in the refuse the world offers for pleasure and satisfaction, and 
making their excuse for sin your excuse for sin, is not walking toward the fullness of life God has 
prepared for you. 
 
And if your concern is some form of embarrassment to live a holy life separated unto God and how 
that might look to your friends, acquaintances or work colleagues; don’t you know that if you are a 
Christian and choose to live like the world, they actually despise you more with the charge of 
hypocrisy. And if they can so easily do so, what benefit have you wrought? You live life of no 
benefit to them or to yourself. 
 
You cannot win this way.  
 
Not only will you continue to live lives without the blessing of God and the joy and peace that comes 
from your trust in him, but you also are looked upon by the world as weak in any of your 
professed convictions; worse you blaspheme your saviour by your life. 
 
Read again Leviticus 18-21, look at the detail of the direction the world today is moving and consider 
your place both within it and persuasion of it. 
 
Read it carefully if you desire is to live a life truly SEPERATED unto God that your witness of him 
is a right witness. And if you see yourself in part represented or moving toward that representation, 
repent. God promised a true blessed state to the nation IF THEY FOLLOW HIS COMMANDS. But 
he also made clear their curse if they follow not. 
        Glory to his name, Pr Edi. 


